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Explore the fascinating material culture of country houses, examining the objects, furnishings, and 
decorative arts that shaped domestic life within these grand estates. This study sheds light on historical 
consumption patterns, revealing how wealth, social status, and evolving tastes influenced what was 
acquired and displayed in such prestigious homes.

All syllabi are reviewed for clarity, accuracy, and academic integrity.

We appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Historical Consumption Country Homes is available for download right 
away.
There are no fees, as we want to share it freely.

Authenticity is our top priority.
Every document is reviewed to ensure it is original.
This guarantees that you receive trusted resources.

We hope this document supports your work or study.
We look forward to welcoming you back again.
Thank you for using our service.

This document remains one of the most requested materials in digital libraries online.
By reaching us, you have gained a rare advantage.
The full version of Historical Consumption Country Homes is available here, free of 
charge.

The Country House

In the post-Downton Abbey era, the country house has been the object of renewed interest, both 
scholarly and popular. The chapters in this book examine the country house in terms of its material 
culture, its presentation to the public, and its function as both a quotidian and a historic space, 
investigating in detail the consumption practices of the elite. By looking at the country house as lived 
space, the authors pose questions about the accumulation and arrangement of objects, the way in 
which rooms were used and experienced by both owners and visitors, and how this sense of "living 
history" can be presented meaningfully to the public.

Consumption and the Country House

"This study explores the consumption practices of the landed aristocracy of Georgian England. Fo-
cussing on three families and drawing on detailed analysis of account books, receipted bills, household 
inventories, diaries and correspondence, Consumption and the Country House charts the spending 
patterns of this elite group during the so-called consumer revolution of the eighteenth century. Generally 
examined through the lens of middling families, homes and motivations, this book explores the ways 
in which the aristocracy were engaged in this wider transformation of English society. Analysis centres 
on the goods that the aristocracy purchased, both luxurious and mundane; the extent to which they 
pursued fashionable modes and goods; the role that family and friends played in shaping notions of 
taste; the influence of gender on taste and refinement; the geographical reach of provisioning and the 
networks that lay behind this consumer activity, and the way this all contributed to the construction 
of the country house. The country house thus emerges as much more than a repository of luxury 
and splendour; it lay at the heart of complex networks of exchange, sociability, demand, and supply. 
Exploring these processes and relationships serves to reanimate the country house, making it an 
active site of consumption rather than simply an expression of power and taste, and drawing it into 
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the mainstream of consumption histories. At the same time, the landed aristocracy are shown to be 
rounded consumers, driven by values of thrift and restraint as much as extravagant desires, and valuing 
the old as well as the new, not least as markers of their pedigree and heritance"--Publisher description.

Travel and the British country house

Travel and the British country house explores the ways in which travel by owners, visitors and material 
objects shaped country houses during the long eighteenth century. It provides a richer and more 
nuanced understanding of this relationship, and how it varied according to the identity of the traveller 
and the geography of their journeys. The essays explore how travel on the Grand Tour, and further afield, 
formed an inspiration to build or remodel houses and gardens; the importance of country house visiting 
in shaping taste amongst British and European elites, and the practical aspects of travel, including 
the expenditure involved. Suitable for a scholarly audience, including postgraduate and undergraduate 
students, but also accessible to the general reader, Travel and the British country house offers a series 
of fascinating studies of the country house that serve to animate the country house with flows of people, 
goods and ideas.

Things of the House

Discussing multiple aspects of material culture and domestic consumption, this book tackles the 
relationship between the trajectories and biographies of people, families, houses and objects and how 
they intertwine and produce each other. Focusing on the life stories of a group of European and Catholic 
Brahmin Goan families of the colonial elite who left Mozambique after the country's independence 
in 1975, the book shows how material culture interferes with structuring dimensions of migratory 
experiences, in the management of family memories, ties and networks of belonging, as well as in 
the social dynamics of positioning, hierarchy and distinction.

Home Possessions

An expose of the domestic sphere across a range of cultures, this book, based on sustained fieldwork, 
reveals the part the home and its material culture plays in the construction of our lives. Includes the 
reading 'The aesthetics of social aspiration' by Alison J. Clarke.

Life in the Georgian Parsonage

An innovative approach in the field of material culture and consumption studies, Life in the Georgian 
Parsonage looks at the houses, consumption and lifestyle of Church of England clergy in the long 18th 
century, linking moral debates and popular representations of the clergy to the material culture of their 
houses and their motivations as consumers. By focusing on ethical and moral dimensions of consumer 
practices, it challenges established readings of consumption in the long 18th century as an essentially 
secular process in which goods were markers of wealth, status and taste, by bringing the clergyman 
into the frame – their lives, their habits and their homes. Cross-disciplinary in its approach, combining 
material culture and religious and social history and sitting at the intersection of these fields, Life in the 
Georgian Parsonage fills a significant gap, enhancing in important ways our knowledge of this group 
as a crucial but understudied set of 18th-century consumers, while also contributing to understanding 
the parish clergy of England in the context of 18th-century society and culture. Bringing together a 
wide range of source material – from probate inventories to personal account books, satirical prints to 
sermons, diaries to designs for parsonages – the author reconstructs the material lives and household 
arrangements of the Georgian clergy in glorious detail. Examining the parish clergy over this period 
of profound social and religious change through the lens of consumption, and consumption through 
the lives of these clergymen, has a transformative impact both on these areas of enquiry and on our 
understanding of English society in the 18th century.

Global Goods and the Country House

Global goods were central to the material culture of eighteenth-century country houses. Across Europe, 
mahogany furniture, Chinese wallpapers and Indian textiles formed the backdrop to genteel practices 
of drinking sweetened coffee, tea and chocolate from Chinese porcelain. They tied these houses and 
their wealthy owners into global systems of supply and the processes of colonialism and empire. Global 
Goods and the Country House builds on these narratives, and then challenges them by decentring our 
perspective. It offers a comparative framework that explores the definition, ownership and meaning of 



global goods outside the usual context of European imperial powers. What were global goods and what 
did they mean for wealthy landowners in places at the ‘periphery’ of Europe (Sweden and Wallachia), 
in the British colonies of North America and the Caribbean, or in the extra-colonial context (Japan or 
Rajasthan)? By addressing these questions, this volume offers fresh insights into the multi-directional 
flow of goods and cultures that enmeshed the eighteenth-century world. And by placing these goods 
in their specific material context - from the English country house to the princely palaces of Rajasthan 
- we gain a better understanding of their use and meaning, and of their role in linking the global and 
the local.

Energy in the Early Modern Home

Uncovering, for the first time, the role played by home users in fostering energy changes, this book 
explores the effects of energy transitions between the medieval and industrial era on the everyday life of 
Europeans and considers how cultural, social and material changes in the home facilitated the transition 
towards a more energy-demanding world. This book delves deeper into the interactions between early 
modern consumers and the ecological constraints of the world surrounding them. Experts on specific 
aspects of domestic energy use departing from different case studies in early modern Europe confront 
these central issues. This book therefore offers a wide range of approaches within a long-term and 
comparative perspective. Different ‘material cultures of energy’ across time and space and across 
different climates in Europe are explored. Ultimately, this book aims to consider how the early modern 
home not just adapted to energy changes, but perhaps even prepared the way for our modern addiction 
to fossil energy. Energy in the Early Modern Home is the perfect resource for students and scholars 
of early modern Europe, premodern environmental history, the history of consumption and material 
culture, and the history of science and technology.

Slavery and the British Country House

The British country house has long been regarded as the jewel in the nation's heritage crown. But the 
country house is also an expression of wealth and power, and as scholars reconsider the nation's 
colonial past, new questions are being posed about these great houses and their links to Atlantic 
slavery.This book, authored by a range of academics and heritage professionals, grew out of a 2009 
conference on 'Slavery and the British Country house: mapping the current research' organised by 
English Heritage in partnership with the University of the West of England, the National Trust and 
the Economic History Society. It asks what links might be established between the wealth derived 
from slavery and the British country house and what implications such links should have for the 
way such properties are represented to the public today.Lavishly illustrated and based on the latest 
scholarship, this wide-ranging and innovative volume provides in-depth examinations of individual 
houses, regional studies and critical reconsiderations of existing heritage sites, including two studies 
specially commissioned by English Heritage and one sponsored by the National Trust.

Material Delight and the Joy of Living

Eighteenth-century Europe witnessed a commercialisation of culture as the marketing of culture 
became separated from its production and new cultural entrepreneurs entered the stage. Cultural 
consumption also played a substantial role in creating social identity. In this book, Michael North 
systematically explores this field for the first time in regard to the European Continent, and especially 
to eighteenth-century Germany. Chapters focus on the new forms of entertainment - concerts, theatre, 
opera, reading societies and traveling - on the one hand and on the new material culture - fashion, 
gardens, country houses and furniture - on the other.

Wild Things

What do things mean? What does the life of everyday objects reveal about people and their material 
worlds? Has the quest for 'the real thing' become so important because the high-tech world of total 
virtuality threatens to engulf us? This pioneering book bridges design theory and anthropology to offer 
a new and challenging way of understanding the changing meanings of contemporary human-object 
relations. The act of consumption is only the starting point of object's “lives”. Thereafter they are 
transformed and invested with new meanings and associations that reflect and assert who we are. 
Defining designed things as “things with attitude” differentiates the highly visible fashionable object 
from ordinary aretefacts that are too easily taken for granted. Through case studies ranging from 
reproduction furniture to fashion and textiles to 'clutter', the author traces the connection between 



objects and authenticity, ephemerality and self-identity. Beyond this, she shows the materiality of the 
everyday in terms of space, time and the body and suggests a transition with the passing of time from 
embodiment to disembodiment.

The Comforts of Home in Western Europe, 1700-1900

Comfort, both physical and affective, is a key aspect in our conceptualization of the home as a place 
of emotional attachment, yet its study remains under-developed in the context of the European house. 
In this volume, Jon Stobart has assembled an international cast of contributors to discuss the ways 
in which architectural and spatial innovations coupled with the emotional assemblage of objects to 
create comfortable homes in early modern Europe. The book features a two-section structure focusing 
on the historiography of architectural and spatial innovations and material culture in the early modern 
home. It also includes 10 case studies which draw on specific examples, from water closets in Georgian 
Dublin to wallpapers in 19th-century Cambridge, to illustrate how people made use of and responded 
to the technological improvements and the emotional assemblage of objects which made the home 
comfortable. In addition, it explores the role of memory and memorialisation in the domestic space, 
and the extent to which home comforts could be carried about by travellers or reproduced in places 
far removed from the home. The Comforts of Home in Western Europe, 1700-1900 offers a fresh 
contribution to the study of comfort in the early modern home and will be vital reading for academics 
and students interested in early modern history, material culture and the history of interior architecture.

Women and Music in Ireland

Explores the world of women's professional and amateur musical activity as it developed on and beyond 
the island of Ireland.

History and Material Culture

Sources are the raw material of history, but where the written word has traditionally been seen as 
the principal source, today historians are increasingly recognizing the value of sources beyond text. 
In History and Material Culture, Karen Harvey embarks upon a discussion about material culture 
– considering objects, often those found surrounding us in day to day life, as sources, which can 
help historians develop new interpretations and new knowledge about the past. Across ten chapters, 
different historians look at a variety of material sources from around the globe and across centuries 
to assess how such sources can be used to study history. While the sources are discussed from 
‘interdisciplinary’ perspectives, each contributor examines how material culture can be approached 
from an historical viewpoint, and each chapter addresses its theme or approach in a way accessible 
to readers without expertise in the area. In her introduction, Karen Harvey discusses some of the key 
issues raised when historians use material culture, and suggests some basic steps for those new 
to these kinds of sources. Opening up the discipline of history to new approaches, and introducing 
those working in other disciplines to historical approaches, this book is the ideal introduction to the 
opportunities and challenges of researching material culture.

Financing the Landed Estate

While there is an extensive historiography which explores English agriculture in the nineteenth century, 
there has been less attention paid to individual estates and in particular the role of the land agent within 
their management, administration and participation in rural community relationships. Nowhere is this 
more obvious in the lack of research into the financial history of the landed estate, even though in the 
early nineteenth century these were some of the largest businesses in England. The Castleman letters 
are a rich source which detail the intricate working, financial, social and political relationships which 
constituted the foundation of the landed estate. The vouchers of which more than 10,000 have survived 
alongside the rental accounts have rarely been examined. On their own they illustrate, for example: the 
sums paid out on maintenance, the interest payments on mortgages, charitable expenditure, spending 
on property repairs and one-off payments for a wide and diverse range of items. Together with the 
diurnal correspondence all three aspects of the archive detail the daily financial undertakings and form 
the foundation of a new financial history of the estate. This book will show that estate management 
was underpinned by an inherent understanding of the financial decisions which needed to be taken, 
and will be of interest to academics and researchers of financial history.

Modernity and the Second-Hand Trade



Bringing together the latest research on the neglected area of second-hand exchange and consump-
tion, this book offers fresh insights into the buying and selling of used goods in western-Europe 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and seeks to re-examine and redefine the relationship 
between modernity and the second-hand trade.

Old Homes, New Life

- Each of the 12 houses will be featured in national and international press to announce the book- In 
the UK, the media includes Tatler, House & Garden, Country Life, The English Home, and Telegraph 
Luxury Online- In the US, the media includes Town & Country, Architectural Digest Online, The AD 
Aesthete Podcast, Air Mail, and DeparturesThis book is a sumptuously produced journey around 12 
privately-owned country houses, asking what it is like to live in such places today. What role do they play 
in the 21st century? For many years after the Second World War, the country house was struggling. 
Now a new generation of young owners, often with children, has taken over. They're finding innovative 
ways to live in these ancient, fragile and poetic places. While they treasure the history and beauty of 
the houses, they're also adapting and enhancing them for a modern era. Old Homes, New Life is a 
behind-the-scenes account of today's aristocracy, as they reinvent the country house way of life. Each 
family does this in its own way, maintaining the tradition of individualism, even eccentricity, which is 
so much associated with country houses. Dylan Thomas's superb yet intimate photographs capture 
both the inhabitants of these houses and the spaces they occupy - from State dining to family kitchen, 
walled garden to attic. This feast for the eyes is accompanied by an equally mouth-watering text by 
Clive Aslet, based on interviews with family members and his long experience of the subject through 
his years as editor of Country Life. The result is an exclusive tour of a dozen spectacular homes.

Comfort in the Eighteenth-Century Country House

Country houses were grand statements of power and status, but they were also places where people 
lived. This book traces the changes in layout, the new technologies, and the innovations in furniture 
that made them more convenient and comfortable. It argues that these material changes were just one 
aspect of comfort in the country house: feeling comfortable was just as important as being comfortable. 
Achieving this involved the comfort and solace to be found in daily routines, religious faith and, above 
all, relationships with family and friends. Such emotional comforts, and the attachment to things and 
places that embodied and memorialized them, made country houses into homes.

Country House Discourse in Early Modern England

McBride provides new perspectives on the roles of the country house discourse she identifies, linking 
it with a number of larger historical shifts during the time period. Her interdisciplinary focus allows her 
to bring together a wide range of material - including architecture, poetry, oil painting, economic and 
social history, and proscriptive literature - in order to examine their complex interrelationship, revealing 
connections unexplored in more narrowly focused studies.

Technology in the Country House

Brings together research on the introduction of domestic technologies into country houses and their 
estates.

Spaces of Consumption

Consumption is well established as a key theme in the study of the eighteenth century. Spaces of 
Consumption brings a new dimension to this subject by looking at it spatially. Taking English towns as 
its scene, this inspiring study focuses on moments of consumption – selecting and purchasing goods, 
attending plays, promenading – and explores the ways in which these were related together through 
the spaces of the town: the shop, the theatre and the street. Using this fresh form of analysis, it has 
much to say about sociability, politeness and respectability in the eighteenth century.

A Taste for Luxury in Early Modern Europe

Jon Stobart and Johanna Ilmakunnas bring together a range of scholars from across mainland Europe 
and the UK to examine luxury and taste in early modern Europe. In the 18th century, debates raged 
about the economic, social and moral impacts of luxury, whilst taste was viewed as a refining influence 



and a marker of rank and status. This book takes a fresh, comparative approach to these ideas, drawing 
together new scholarship to examine three related areas in a wide variety of European contexts. Firstly, 
the deployment of luxury goods in displays of status and how these practices varied across space 
and time. Secondly, the processes of communicating and acquiring taste and luxury: how did people 
obtain tasteful and luxurious goods, and how did they recognise them as such? Thirdly, the ways in 
which ideas of taste and luxury crossed national, political and economic boundaries: what happened 
to established ideas of luxury and taste as goods moved from one country to another, and during times 
of political transformation? Through the analysis of case studies looking at consumption practices, 
material culture, political economy and retail marketing, A Taste for Luxury in Early Modern Europe 
challenges established readings of luxury and taste. This is a crucial volume for any historian seeking 
a more nuanced understanding of material culture, consumption and luxury in early modern Europe.

Comfort in the Eighteenth-century Country House

This book traces the changes in layout, the new technologies, and innovations in furniture that made 
country houses more comfortable, but argues that comfort was also found in daily routines, religious 
faith and relationships with family and friends.

The East India Company at Home, 1757-1857

The East India Company at Home, 1757–1857 explores how empire in Asia shaped British country 
houses, their interiors and the lives of their residents. It includes chapters from researchers based in a 
wide range of settings such as archives and libraries, museums, heritage organisations, the community 
of family historians and universities. It moves beyond conventional academic narratives and makes an 
important contribution to ongoing debates around how empire impacted Britain. The volume focuses 
on the propertied families of the East India Company at the height of Company rule. From the Battle 
of Plassey in 1757 to the outbreak of the Indian Uprising in 1857, objects, people and wealth flowed to 
Britain from Asia. As men in Company service increasingly shifted their activities from trade to military 
expansion and political administration, a new population of civil servants, army officers, surveyors and 
surgeons journeyed to India to make their fortunes. These Company men and their families acquired 
wealth, tastes and identities in India, which travelled home with them to Britain. Their stories, the 
biographies of their Indian possessions and the narratives of the stately homes in Britain that came to 
house them, frame our explorations of imperial culture and its British legacies.

'Material Delight and the Joy of Living'

Eighteenth-century Europe witnessed a commercialization of culture as it became less courtly and 
more urban. The marketing of culture became separate from the production of culture. New cultural 
entrepreneurs entered the stage: the impresario, the publisher, the book seller, the art dealer, the 
auction house, and the reading society served as middlemen between producers and consumers 
of culture, and constituted at the same time the beginning of a cultural service sector. Cultural 
consumption also played a substantial role in creating social identity. One could demonstrate social 
status by attending an auction, watching a play, or listening to a concert. Moreover, and eventually 
more significant, one could demonstrate connoisseurship and taste, which became important indicators 
of social standing. The centres of cultural exchange and consumption were initially the great cities 
of Europe. In the course of the eighteenth century, however, cultural consumption penetrated much 
deeper, for example into the numerous residential and university towns in Germany, where a growing 
number of functional elites and burghers met in coffee houses and reading societies, attended the 
theatre and opera, and performed orchestral and chamber music together. Journals, novels and letters 
were also crucial in forming consumer culture in provincial Germany: as the German states were remote 
from the cultural life of England and France, the material reality of London and Paris often passed as 
a literary construction to Germany. It is against this background, and stimulated by the research of 
John Brewer on England, that the book systematically explores this field for the first time in regard 
to the Continent, and especially to eighteenth-century Germany. Michael North focuses, chapter by 
chapter, on the new forms of entertainment (concerts, theatre, opera, reading societies, travelling) 
on the one hand and on the new material culture (fashion, gardens, country houses, furniture) on 
the other. At the centre of the discussion is the reception of English culture on the Continent, and 
the competition between English and French fashions in the homes of German elites and burghers 
attracts special attention. The book closes with an investigation of the role of cultural consumption for 



identity formation, demonstrating the integration of Germany into a European cultural identity during 
the eighteenth century.

Politics and the English Country House, 1688–1800

Politics has always been at the heart of the English country house, in its design and construction, as 
well as in the activities and experiences of those who lived in and visited these places. As Britain 
moved from an agrarian to an imperial economy over the course of the eighteenth century, the home 
mirrored the social change experienced in the public sphere. This collection focuses on the relationship 
between the country house and the mutable nature of British politics in the eighteenth century. Essays 
explore the country house as a stage for politicking, a vehicle for political advancement, a symbol 
of party allegiance or political values, and a setting for appropriate lifestyles. Initially the exclusive 
purview of the landed aristocracy, politics increasingly came to be played out in the open, augmented 
by the emergence of career politicians – usually untitled members of the patriciate – and men of new 
money, much of it created on Caribbean plantations or in the employ of the East India Company. Politics 
and the English Country House, 1688–1800 reveals how, during this period of profound change, the 
country house remained a constant. The country house was the definitive tangible manifestation of 
social standing and, for the political class, owning one became almost an imperative. In its consideration 
of the country house as lived and spatial experience, as an aesthetic and symbolic object, and as an 
economic engine, this book offers a new perspective on the complexity of political meaning embedded 
in the eighteenth-century country house – and on ourselves as active recipients and interpreters of its 
various narratives, more than two centuries later.

A Day at Home in Early Modern England

This fascinating book offers the first sustained investigation of the complex relationship between the 
middling sort and their domestic space in the tumultuous, rapidly changing culture of early modern 
England. Presented in an innovative and engaging narrative form that follows the pattern of a typical day 
from early morning through the middle of the night, A Day at Home in Early Modern England examines 
the profound influence that the domestic material environment had on structuring and expressing 
modes of thought and behaviour of relatively ordinary people. With a multidisciplinary approach that 
takes both extant objects and documentary sources into consideration, Tara Hamling and Catherine 
Richardson recreate the layered complexity of lived household experience and explore how a family's 
investment in rooms, decoration, possessions, and provisions served to define not only their status, 
but the social, commercial, and religious concerns that characterised their daily existence. Published 
in association with the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art

The Social Life of the Early Modern Protestant Clergy

The Social Life of the Early Modern Protestant Clergy provides unexpected new insights on the 
lives of the early modern English and Swedish clergy through case studies and broader surveys. 
Rosamund Oates demonstrates how the first generations of clergy wives in England used hospitality 
to support their husbands in the process of reform. Jacqueline Eales examines the shift from the 
sixteenth-century debate about the legality of clerical marriage to a positive portrayal of women 
from English clerical families in the years 1620–1720. William Gibson challenges the view that the 
eighteenth-century English episcopate were rapacious, arguing that they were often careful custodians 
of episcopal estates. Jonas Lindström analyses the account books of late eighteenth-century pastor 
Gustaf Berg to illustrate his economic ties with his parishioners, which ran alongside their religious and 
social relationships. Drawing on Swedish evidence, Beverly Tjerngren charts the decline of hospitality 
evident in the home of widowed pastor Adolph Adde in the late eighteenth century. Finally, Jon Stobart 
examines the aspirations to gentility of the late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Northamptonshire 
clergy through their domestic material culture.

Selling Ancestry

Often cited but rarely studied in their own right, family directories allow a reconsideration of how 
ancestry and genealogy became an object of widespread commercialization across the eighteenth 
century. These directories replaced the expensive, locally-produced, early modern artefacts (tombs, 
windowpanes, illuminated pedigrees), and began to reach a wide audience of readers in the British Isles 
and the colonies. From the first Peerage in 1709 to the guidebooks of Debrett's and Burke's in the 1830s, 
Stéphane Jettot offers an insight into the cumulative process leading to the creation of these hybrid 



products — a combination of court almanacs, county histories, and town directories. Employed by 
contemporaries as reference tools to navigate through a dynamic and changing society, they could be 
used as a means to probe contemporary attitudes towards social status and political events. Published 
by the most prominent London booksellers who shared their copyrights among themselves, they relied 
on the considerable involvement of thousands of families in the counties. In their correspondence with 
publishers, many new and old elites desired to insert their own narrative into a general history of Britain 
by dispatching documents, quotations, and anecdotes. Based on a unique source-base, this book 
provides a systematic review of these directories, their production, and sale, but also their potential 
role in shaping the character of social change. Jettot demonstrates the wider ramifications of genealogy 
and its structural ability to reinvent itself, associate amateurs and antiquarians alike, and thrive on the 
wavering lines between facts and fiction, offering an exciting and unique insight into the social history 
of eighteenth-century Britain.

Lost Mansions

This provocative volume stimulates debate about lost 'heritage' by examining the history of the 
hundreds of great houses demolished in Britain and Ireland in the twentieth century. Seven lively essays 
debate our understanding of what is meant by loss and how it relates to popular conceptions of the 
great house.

The Origins of the Consumer Revolution in England

The Origins of the Consumer Revolution in England explores the rise of consumerism from the end of 
the medieval period through to the beginning of the nineteenth century. The book takes a detailed look 
at when the 'consumer revolution' began, tracing its evolution from the years following the Black Death 
through to the nineteenth century. In doing so, it also considers which social classes were included, 
and how different areas of the country were affected at different times, examining the significant role 
that location played in the development of consumption. This new study is based upon the largest 
database of English probate records yet assembled, which has been used in conjunction with a range 
of other sources to offer a broad and detailed chronological approach. Filling in the gaps within previous 
research, it examines changing patterns in relation to food and drink, clothing, household furnishings 
and religion, focussing on the goods themselves to illuminate items in common ownership, rather than 
those owned only by the elite. Using a combination of qualitative and quantitative evidence to explore 
the development of consumption, The Origins of the Consumer Revolution in England will be of great 
use to scholars and students of late medieval and early modern economic and social history, with an 
interest in the development of consumerism in England.

Bringing Modernity Home

Bringing Modernity Home offers a retrospective view of the development of popular taste and the 
beginnings of a new phase in the rise of the consumer society in the post Second World War period. 
It traces the change to consumer-led design after a time of grim austerity and recovery from the war 
while the state and production considerations held sway when consumers "couldn't afford taste". The 
case studies of so-called frivolous items like the cocktail cabinet, the coffee table and the rise of DIY 
in the working-class homes of the "new towns" gives a flavor of the excitement and thrill they afforded 
designers, makers and consumers after the harsh deprivations of the war.

Material Cultures

The field of material culture, while historically well established, has recently enjoyed something of a 
renaissance. Methods once dominated by Marxist- and commodity-oriented analyses and by the study 
of objects as symbols are giving way to a more ethnographic approach to artifacts. This orientation is 
the cornerstone of the essays presented in Material Cultures. A collection of case studies which move 
from the domestic sphere to the global arena, the volume includes examinations of the soundscape 
produced by home radios, catalog shopping, the role of paper in the workplace, and the relationship 
between the production and consumption of Coca-Cola in Trinidad. The diversity of the essays is 
mediated by their common commitment to ethnography with a material focus. Rather than examine 
objects as mirages of media or language, Material Cultures emphasizes how the study of objects not 
only contributes to an understanding of artifacts but is also an effective means for studying social values 
and contradictions.



Animal Companions

Animal Companions explores how eighteenth-century British society perceived pets and the ways in 
which conversation about them reflected and shaped broader cultural debates. While Europeans kept 
pets long before the eighteenth century, many believed that doing so was at best frivolous and at 
worst downright dangerous. Ingrid Tague argues that for Britons of the eighteenth century, pets offered 
a unique way to articulate what it meant to be human and what society ought to look like. With the 
dawn of the Enlightenment and the end of the Malthusian cycle of dearth and famine that marked 
previous eras, England became the wealthiest nation in Europe, with a new understanding of religion, 
science, and non-European cultures and unprecedented access to consumer goods of all kinds. 
These transformations generated excitement and anxiety that were reflected in debates over the rights 
and wrongs of human-animal relationships. Drawing on a broad array of sources, including natural 
histories, periodicals, visual and material culture, and the testimony of pet owners themselves, Animal 
Companions shows how pets became both increasingly visible indicators of spreading prosperity and 
catalysts for debates about the morality of the radically different society emerging in eighteenth-century 
Britain.

The Gentleman's House in the British Atlantic World 1680-1780

The Gentleman's House analyses the architecture, decoration, and furnishings of small classical 
houses in the eighteenth century. By examining nearly two hundred houses it offers a new interpretation 
of social mobility in the British Atlantic World characterized by incremental social change.

At Home in the Eighteenth Century

The eighteenth-century home, in terms of its structure, design, function, and furnishing, was a site 
of transformation – of spaces, identities, and practices. Home has myriad meanings, and although 
the eighteenth century in the common imagination is often associated with taking tea on polished 
mahogany tables, a far wider world of experience remains to be introduced. At Home in the Eighteenth 
Century brings together factual and fictive texts and spaces to explore aspects of the typical Georgian 
home that we think we know from Jane Austen novels and extant country houses while also engaging 
with uncharacteristic and underappreciated aspects of the home. At the core of the volume is the 
claim that exploring eighteenth-century domesticity from a range of disciplinary vantage points can 
yield original and interesting questions, as well as reveal new answers. Contributions from the fields 
of literature, history, archaeology, art history, heritage studies, and material culture brings the home 
more sharply into focus. In this way At Home in the Eighteenth Century reveals a more nuanced and 
fluid concept of the eighteenth-century home and becomes a steppingstone to greater understanding 
of domestic space for undergraduate level and beyond.

Single Life and the City 1200-1900

By taking on a long-term perspective, a large geographical scope and moving beyond the homoge-
neous treatment of single people, this book fleshes out the particularities of urban singles and allows 
for a better understanding of the attitudes and values underlying this lifestyle in the European past.



The Routledge History of the Domestic Sphere in Europe

This book addresses the multifaceted history of the domestic sphere in Europe from the Age of 
Reformation to the emergence of modern society. By focusing on daily practice, interaction and social 
relations, it shows continuities and social change in European history from an interior perspective. The 
Routledge History of the Domestic Sphere in Europe contains a variety of approaches from different 
regions that each pose a challenge to commonplace views such as the emergence of confessional 
cultures, of private life, and of separate spheres of men and women. By analyzing a plethora of 
manifold sources including diaries, court records, paintings and domestic advice literature, this volume 
provides an overview of the domestic sphere as a location of work and consumption, conflict and 
cooperation, emotions and intimacy, and devotion and education. The book sheds light on changing 
relations between spouses, parents and children, masters and servants or apprentices, and humans 
and animals or plants, thereby exceeding the notion of the modern nuclear family. This volume will be of 
great use to upper-level graduates, postgraduates and experienced scholars interested in the history 
of family, household, social space, gender, emotions, material culture, work and private life in early 
modern and nineteenth-century Europe.

Turning Houses into Homes

From the earliest times, people have striven to turn their houses into homes through the use of 
decoration and furnishings, stimulating in turn a major commercial sector dedicated to offering the 
products and services essential to feed the ever-changing dictates of domestic fashion. Whilst there 
is plentiful evidence to show that these phenomena can be traced to medieval times, it is arguable 
that the eighteenth century witnessed the birth of a widespread and sophisticated consumer society. 
With a comparatively wealthy and socially mobile society, eighteenth-century Britain proved to be a 
fertile ground for ideas of home improvement and beautification, which were to persist to the present 
day. Turning Houses into Homes not only maps the history, changes, development and structure of the 
retail furnishing industry in Britain over three centuries, but also examines the relationships between 
the retailer and the consumer, looking at how retailers helped stimulate and shape the demand of their 
customers. Whilst work has been done on specific aspects of the home, very little has been written on 
the interaction between the retailer and consumer, and the pressures brought to bear on them by issues 
such as gender, education, status, symbolism, taste, decoration, hygiene, comfort and entertainment. 
As such, this book offers a valuable conjunction of retail history and consumption practices, which are 
examined through a multi-disciplinary approach to explore both their intimate connections and their 
wider roles in society.

Sound Heritage

Sound Heritage is the first study of music in the historic house museum, featuring contributions from 
both music and heritage scholars and professionals in a richly interdisciplinary approach to central 
issues. It examines how music materials can be used to create narratives about past inhabitants and 
their surroundings - including aspects of social and cultural life beyond the activity of music making itself 
- and explores how music as sound, material, and practice can be more consistently and engagingly 
integrated into the curation and interpretation of historic houses. The volume is structured around 
a selection of thematic chapters and a series of shorter case studies, each focusing on a specific 
house, object or project. Key themes include: Different types of historic house, including the case of 
the composer or musician house; what can be learned from museums and galleries about the use of 
sound and music and what may not transfer to the historic house setting Musical instruments as part 
of a wider collection; questions of restoration and public use; and the demands of particular collection 
types such as sheet music Musical objects and pieces of music as storytelling components, and the 
use of music to affectively colour narratives or experiences. This is a pioneering study that will appeal 
to all those interested in the intersection between Music and Museum and Heritage Studies. It will also 
be of interest to scholars and researchers of Music History, Popular Music, Performance Studies and 
Material Culture.
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