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This work presents an insightful attempt at the logical construction of a rational historiography, 
specifically tailored for understanding the history of sciences. It delves into foundational principles and 
methods for building a robust framework for scientific historical analysis, particularly within an Indian 
context.
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On Rational Historiography

This volume offers a selection of critical essays on texts that can be broadly categorized as popular 
literature. The essays are inclined to question the idea of 'the Canon' and re-consider the divide 
between the canonical and the popular. As such, besides engaging in a serious critical reading of 
typical popular literary texts like The Jungle Book and The Hound of the Baskervilles, the book also 
considers populist tendencies in literary classics like Jane Eyre and Frankenstein. It will be of interest to 
young scholars and readers of popular literature, science fiction, detective fiction, genre studies, and 
culture studies. The volume's contributors are: Anisha Ghosh, Arnab Dasgupta, Goutam Karmakar, 
Jaya Sarkar, Jaydip Sarkar, Madhuparna Mitra Guha, Mandika Sinha, Mitarik Barma, Pinaki Roy, Puja 
Chakraborty, Rajadipta Roy, Rupayan Mukherjee, Shirsendu Mondal, Shubham Dey.

Popular Literature

How do historians, comparative linguists, biblical and textual critics and evolutionary biologists establish 
beliefs about the past? How do they know the past? This book presents a philosophical analysis of 
the disciplines that offer scientific knowledge of the past. Using the analytic tools of contemporary 
epistemology and philosophy of science the book covers such topics as evidence, theory, methodology, 
explanation, determination and underdetermination, coincidence, contingency and counterfactuals in 
historiography. Aviezer Tucker's central claim is that historiography as a scientific discipline should be 
thought of as an effort to explain the evidence of past events. He also emphasizes the similarity between 
historiographic methodology to Darwinian evolutionary biology. This is an important, fresh approach 
to historiography and will be read by philosophers, historians and social scientists interested in the 
methodological foundations of their disciplines.
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This book presents a series of case studies and reflections on the historiographical assumptions, 
methods and approaches that shape the way in which philosophers construct their own past. The 
chapters in the volume advance discussion of the methods of historians of philosophy, while at the 
same time illustrating the various ways in which philosophical canons come into existence, debunking 
the myth of analytical philosophy’s ahistoricism and providing a deeper understanding of the roles 
historiographical devices play in philosophical thought. More importantly, the contributors attempt to 
understand history of philosophy in connection with other historical and historiographical approaches: 
contributors engage classical history of science, sociology of knowledge, history of psychology and 
historiography, in dialogue with historiographical practices in philosophy more narrowly construed. 
Additionally, select chapters adopt a more diverse perspective, by making place for non-Western 
approaches and for efforts to construe new philosophical narratives that do justice to the voice of 
women across the centuries. Historiography and the Formation of Philosophical Canons will be of 
interest to researchers and advanced students working in history of philosophy, meta-philosophy, 
philosophy of history, historiography, intellectual history and sociology of knowledge.

Indian Culture

Transcript of papers presented in a seminar and meetings.

Guide to Indian Periodical Literature

Recent trends in the humanities and social sciences have forced on academia what many might 
call a crisis of history. Conventional assumptions about coherence and meaning in history are being 
challenged by questions concerning the relevance of history and attempts to refigure its content and 
mode of representation. The publication of History and... appears at a critical moment in our efforts 
to understand the importance of history as it relates to a wide range of scholarly disciplines. History 
and... brings together some of its most thoughtful scholars to better understand not only how our 
disciplines are connected to professional historiography but how our attempts to understand cultures 
are connected to our pasts.

Indian National Bibliography

This book introduces the methodological and philosophical problems with which modern history of 
science is concerned, offering a comprehensive and critical review through description and evaluation 
of significant historiographical viewpoints. Incorporating discussion of key problems in general historical 
writing, with examples drawn from a range of disciplines, this non-elementary introduction bridges the 
gap between general history and history of science. Following a review of the early development of 
the history of science, the theory of history as applied to science history is introduced, examining 
the basic problems which this generates, including problems of periodisation, ideological functions, 
and the conflict between diachronical and anachronical historiography. Finally, the book considers the 
critical use, and analysis, of historical sources, and the possibility of the experiemental reconstruction of 
history. Aimed primarily at students, the book's broad scope and integration of historical, philosophical 
and scientific matters will interest philosophers, sociologists and general historians, for whom there is 
no alternative introduction to the subject at this level.

Our Knowledge of the Past

Are historians story-tellers? Is it possible to tell true stories about the past? These are just two of the 
questions raised in this comprehensive collection of texts about philosophy, theory and methodology 
of writing history.

Indian Books in Print

Based on lectures written in 1936 on the philosophy of history.

Historiography and the Formation of Philosophical Canons

The historiographers of religious studies have written the history of this discipline primarily as a 
rationalization of ideological, most prominently theological and phenomenological ideas: first through 
the establishment of comparative, philological and sociological methods and secondly through the 
demand for intentional neutrality. This interpretation caused important roots in occult-esoteric traditions 
to be repressed. This process of “purification” (Latour) is not to be equated with the origin of the 



academic studies. De facto, the elimination of idealistic theories took time and only happened later. 
One example concerning the early entanglement is Tibetology, where many researchers and respected 
chair holders were influenced by theosophical ideas or were even members of the Theosophical 
Society. Similarly, the emergence of comparatistics cannot be understood without taking into account 
perennialist ideas of esoteric provenance, which hold that all religions have a common origin. In this 
perspective, it is not only the history of religious studies which must be revisited, but also the partial 
shaping of religious studies by these traditions, insofar as it saw itself as a counter-model to occult 
ideas.

India's Intellectual Traditions

"American intellectual historians need to pay more attention to how elites relate to broader audiences. 
Hollinger's work is in the vanguard of recent intellectual history and it is a joy to observe a true 
intellectual in discourse with his peers."--History: Reviews of Books.

History And--

A comprehensive guide to the history, beliefs, concepts, practices, and major figures of religions past 
and present.

An Introduction to the Historiography of Science

This richly textured book bridges analytic and hermeneutic and phenomenological philosophy of 
science. It features unique resources for students of the philosophy and history of quantum mechanics 
and the Copenhagen Interpretation, cognitive theory and the psychology of perception, the history and 
philosophy of art, and the pragmatic and historical relationships between religion and science.

The History and Narrative Reader

"The book takes a closer look at the phenomenon of the 'opportunism' of minority cultures - in the Indian 
context, the Dalit and the Muslim - and suggests that this might be the consequence of nationalism 
itself, especially of postcolonial nationalisms. For it is nationalism, in fact, which produces the minority 
problem in the first place."--BOOK JACKET.

Manushi

This book provides an account of the distinctive way in which penal power developed outside the met-
ropolitan centre. Proposing a radical revision of the Foucauldian thesis that criminological knowledge 
emerged in the service of a new form of power – discipline – that had inserted itself into the very 
centre of punishment, it argues that Foucault’s alignment of sovereign, disciplinary and governmental 
power will need to be reread and rebalanced to account for its operation in the colonial sphere. In 
particular it proposes that colonial penal power in India is best understood as a central element of 
a liberal colonial governmentality. To give an account of the emergence of this colonial form of penal 
power that was distinct from its metropolitan counterpart, this book analyses the British experience in 
India from the 1820s to the early 1920s. It provides a genealogy of both civil and military spheres of 
government, illustrating how knowledge of marginal and criminal social orders was tied in crucial ways 
to the demands of a colonial rule that was neither monolithic nor necessarily coherent. The analysis 
charts the emergence of a liberal colonial governmentality where power was almost exclusively framed 
in terms of sovereignty and security and where disciplinary strategies were given only limited and 
equivocal attention. Drawing on post-colonial theory, Penal Power and Colonial Rule opens up a new 
and unduly neglected area of research. An insightful and original exploration of theory and history, this 
book will appeal to students and scholars of Law, Criminology, History and Post-colonial Studies.

The Book Review

Vols. for 1969- include a section of abstracts.

The Idea of History

" . . . a fascinating and thought-provoking book . . . " —The Jewish Quarterly "The best introduction to the 
talmudic literature that is available. . . . An extraordinarily important book, brilliant, and lucid." —Daniel 
Boyarin "Menachem Fisch has written a rich, thoughtful book. One will come away from Rational Rabbis 



with a deeper understanding of just what the Talmud is." —Hilary Putnam Talmudic culture is often 
viewed as bound by its traditions. Menachem Fisch maintains that a close reading of talmudic texts 
frequently reveals their authors as rabbis who, rather than conform uncritically to tradition, knowingly 
set out to expose and resolve problems inherent in the received traditions.

Occult Roots of Religious Studies

The articles in this volume have been first presented during an international Conference organised by 
the Greek Society for the History of Science and Technology in June 1990 at Corfu. The Society was 
founded in 1989 and planned to hold a series of meetings to impress upon an audience comprised 
mainly by Greek students and scholars, the point that history of science is an autonomous discipline 
with its own plurality of approaches developed over the years as a result of long discussions and 
disputes within the community of historians of science. The Conference took place at a time when 
more and more people came to realise that the future of the Greek Universities and Research 
Centres depends not only on the progress of the institutional reforms, but also very crucially on the 
establishment of new and modern subject areas. Though there have been significant steps towards 
such a direction in the physical sciences, mathematics and engineering, the situation in the so-called 
humanities has been, at best, confusing. Political expediencies of the post war years and ideological 
commitments to a glorious, yet very distant past, paralysed the development of the humanities and 
constrained them within a framework which could not allow much more than a philological approach.

Historiography and Historians in India Since Independence

This book uses the uniquely positioned culture of East African Asians to reflect upon the most vexing 
issues in postcolonial literary studies today. By examining the local histories and discourses that 
underpin East African Asian literature, it opens up and reflects upon issues of alienation, modernity, 
migration, diaspora, memory and nationalism.

In the American Province

CSA Sociological Abstracts abstracts and indexes the international literature in sociology and related 
disciplines in the social and behavioral sciences. The database provides abstracts of journal articles 
and citations to book reviews drawn from over 1,800+ serials publications, and also provides abstracts 
of books, book chapters, dissertations, and conference papers.

The Philosophy of History

Originally published in German in 1935, this monograph anticipated solutions to problems of scientific 
progress, the truth of scientific fact and the role of error in science now associated with the work of 
Thomas Kuhn and others. Arguing that every scientific concept and theory—including his own—is 
culturally conditioned, Fleck was appreciably ahead of his time. And as Kuhn observes in his fore-
word, "Though much has occurred since its publication, it remains a brilliant and largely unexploited 
resource." "To many scientists just as to many historians and philosophers of science facts are things 
that simply are the case: they are discovered through properly passive observation of natural reality. 
To such views Fleck replies that facts are invented, not discovered. Moreover, the appearance of 
scientific facts as discovered things is itself a social construction, a made thing. A work of transparent 
brilliance, one of the most significant contributions toward a thoroughly sociological account of scientific 
knowledge."—Steven Shapin, Science

The Encyclopedia of Religion

There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might 
imagine in our choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's Very Short 
Introduction is a stimulating essay about how we study and understand history. The book begins by 
inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and explores the 
ways these questions have been answered in the past. Concepts such as causation, interpretation, 
and periodization, are introduced by means of concrete examples of how historians work, giving the 
reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only the past, but also ourselves. ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 



subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

The Structure of Scientific Revolutions

Historians of British colonial rule in India have noted both the place of military might and the imposition 
of new cultural categories in the making of Empire, but Bhavani Raman, in Document Raj, uncovers a 
lesser-known story of power: the power of bureaucracy. Drawing on extensive archival research in the 
files of the East India Company’s administrative offices in Madras, she tells the story of a bureaucracy 
gone awry in a fever of documentation practices that grew ever more abstract—and the power, both 
economic and cultural, this created. In order to assert its legitimacy and value within the British Empire, 
the East India Company was diligent about record keeping. Raman shows, however, that the sheer 
volume of their document production allowed colonial managers to subtly but substantively manipulate 
records for their own ends, increasingly drawing the real and the recorded further apart. While this 
administrative sleight of hand increased the company’s reach and power within the Empire, it also 
bolstered profoundly new orientations to language, writing, memory, and pedagogy for the officers 
and Indian subordinates involved. Immersed in a subterranean world of delinquent scribes, translators, 
village accountants, and entrepreneurial fixers, Document Raj maps the shifting boundaries of the 
legible and illegible, the legal and illegitimate, that would usher India into the modern world.

Hermeneutic Philosophy of Science, Van Gogh’s Eyes, and God

An anniversary edition of an influential book that introduced a groundbreaking approach to the study of 
science, technology, and society. This pioneering book, first published in 1987, launched the new field 
of social studies of technology. It introduced a method of inquiry—social construction of technology, or 
SCOT—that became a key part of the wider discipline of science and technology studies. The book 
helped the MIT Press shape its STS list and inspired the Inside Technology series. The thirteen essays 
in the book tell stories about such varied technologies as thirteenth-century galleys, eighteenth-century 
cooking stoves, and twentieth-century missile systems. Taken together, they affirm the fruitfulness of an 
approach to the study of technology that gives equal weight to technical, social, economic, and political 
questions, and they demonstrate the illuminating effects of the integration of empirics and theory. The 
approaches in this volume—collectively called SCOT (after the volume's title) have since broadened 
their scope, and twenty-five years after the publication of this book, it is difficult to think of a technology 
that has not been studied from a SCOT perspective and impossible to think of a technology that cannot 
be studied that way.

The Insurrection of Little Selves

Penal Power and Colonial Rule
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