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John Searle and his Critics

For more than three decades John Searle has been developing and elaborating a unified theory 
of language and mind. What has emerged is an impressive and detailed account of intentionality 
embracing both mental states and linguistic behaviour. Though the developing theory has been 
presented in a steady stream of books and articles over the last thirty years, two items stand out as 
major landmarks: the publication of Speech Acts in 1969 and of Intentionality in 1983. Both of these 
seminal books offer structural theories; that is, they analyze the items within their domains (speech 
acts and mental states) as having a structure which allows for variation along a number of parameters. 
John Searle and His Critics proceeds from an analysis of the importance and influence of these two 
works to an overall assessment of Searle's impact in the philosophy of language, of mind, of social 
explanation, and of reference and intentionality. Each of the chapters has been newly commissioned 
from a leading scholar in the relevant field and each section concludes with a summary and response 
from Searle himself.

John Searle

Direct, combative and wide-ranging, John Searle's philosophy has made fundamental and lasting 
contributions to thinking in language, mind, knowledge, truth and the nature of social reality. His account 
of language based on speech-acts, that mind is intentional, and the Chinese Room Argument, are just 
some of his most famous contributions to philosophical thinking. In this - the first introduction to John 
Searle's philosophy - Nick Fotion provides clear and assured exposition of Searles' ideas, while also 
testing and exploring their implications. The book begins by examining Searle's work on the philosophy 
of language: his analysis of speech acts such as promising, his taxonomy of speech acts and the wider 
range of indirect speech acts and metaphorical uses of language. The book then moves on to cover 
the philosophy of mind and outlines Searle's ideas on international states. It introduces his notions 
of 'background' and 'network', his claims for the often unrecognized importance of consciousness, 
and examines his attacks on other philosophical accounts of mind, such as materialism, functionalism 
and strong AI. The final section examines Searle's later work on the construction of social reality 
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and concludes with more general reflections on Searle's position vis-a-vis ontology, epistemology, 
scepticism and the doctrine of 'external realism'.

John Searle and the Construction of Social Reality

In 1995 John Searle published The Construction of Social Reality, a text which not only promises to 
disclose the institutional backdrop against which speech takes place, but initiate a new "philosophy 
of society." Since then The Construction of Social Reality has been subject to a flurry of criticism. 
While many of Searle's interlocutors share the sense that the text marks an important breakthrough, 
he has time and again accused critics of misunderstanding his claims. Despite Searle's characteristic 
crispness and clarity there remains some confusion, among both philosophers and sociologists, 
regarding the significance of his proposals. This book traces some of the high points of this dialogue, 
leveraging Searle's own clarifications to propose a new way of understanding the text. In particular, 
Joshua Rust looks to Max Weber in suggesting that Searle has articulated an ideal type. In locating 
The Construction of Social Reality under the umbrella of one of sociology's founding fathers, this book 
not only makes Searle's text more accessible to the readers in the social sciences, but presents Max 
Weber as a thinker worthy of philosophical reconsideration. Moreover, the recharacterization of Searle's 
claims in terms of the ideal type helps facilitate a comparison between Searle and other social theorists 
such as Talcott Parsons.

Ernest Sosa

This is the first book devoted to the work of Ernest Sosa, one of the most influential contemporary 
epistemologists. Part of the acclaimed Philosophers and Their Critics series. The editor’s introduction 
serves as an introduction to Sosa’s epistemology. Contains critical essays by more than twenty of the 
most prominent epistemologists in the world, commenting on Sosa's work. Concludes with Sosa’s own 
reply to his critics.

John Searle

One of the world's most important philosophers of mind and language, John Searle (b. 1932) is direct, 
combative, and intellectually ambitious. His philosophy has made fundamental and lasting contributions 
to how we think about speech, consciousness, knowledge, truth, and the nature of social reality. Here, 
with remarkable clarity, a leading authority introduces students and generalists to those contributions. 
Nick Fotion explains Searle's ideas in full, while also testing and exploring their implications. He first 
takes up Searle's philosophy of language, examining how Searle treats speech acts and thinks about 
the metaphorical use of language. Next, the book sketches Searle's philosophy of mind, including his 
claims for intentionality and for the centrality of consciousness. This discussion highlights Searle's 
argument that the mind possesses a subjective character that materialist explanations (including 
behaviorism and strong artificial intelligence) cannot contain. The author goes on to look at Searle's 
later writings on the construction of social reality--work that mounts a sophisticated but plainly stated 
case against deconstructionist, skeptical, and relativistic accounts. Concluding with general reflections 
on Searle's position vis-à-vis ontology and epistemology, this book is the first to assess and identify 
common themes and approaches in the whole range of his extensive thought. In doing so, it presents 
Searle's extremely influential work for the first time as a coherent philosophy.

The Reshaped Mind

Employing John R. Searle’s categories of language and mind, this book analyzes five NT texts from a 
speech act perspective, what certain NT writers and characters asserted and believed concerning the 
effects of Christ’s blood, at the literal and metaphorical levels.

Millikan and Her Critics

Millikan and Her Critics offers a unique critical discussion of Ruth Millikan's highly regarded, influential, 
and systematic contributions to philosophy of mind and language, philosophy of biology, epistemology, 
and metaphysics. These newly written contributions present discussion from some of the most impor-
tant philosophers in the field today and include replies from Millikan herself. Comprises 13 new essays 
that critically examine the highly regarded and influential work of Ruth Millikan Covers a wide range of 
Millikan's most important work, from philosophy of mind and language to philosophy of biology Features 



contributions by some of the most important and influential philosophers working today Includes original 
replies to critics by Millikan

Stich and His Critics

Through a collection of original essays from leading philosophical scholars, Stich and His Critics 
provides a thorough assessment of the key themes in the career of philosopher Stephen Stich. Provides 
a collection of original essays from some of the world's most distinguished philosophers Explores some 
of philosophy's most hotly-debated contemporary topics, including mental representation, theory of 
mind, nativism, moral philosophy, and naturalized epistemology

Goldman and His Critics

Goldman and His Critics presents a series of original essays contributed by influential philosophers who 
critically examine Alvin Goldman’s work, followed by Goldman’s responses to each essay. Critiques 
Alvin Goldman’s groundbreaking theories, writings, and ideas on a range of philosophical topics 
Features contributions from some of the most important and influential contemporary philosophers 
Covers Goldman’s views on epistemology—both individual and social—in addition to cognitive science 
and metaphysics Pays special attention to Goldman’s writings on philosophy of mind, including the 
evolution of his thoughts on Simulation-Theory (ST)

Danto and His Critics

Updated and revised, the Second Edition of Danto and HisCritics presents a series of essays by 
leading Danto scholarswho offer their critical assessment of the influential works andideas of Arthur 
C. Danto, the Johnsonian Professor Emeritus in theDepartment of Philosophy at Columbia University 
and long-time artcritic for The Nation. Reflects Danto's revisions in his theory of art, reworking hisviews 
in ways that have not been systematically addressedelsewhere Features essays that critically assess 
the changes in Danto'sthoughts and locate Danto's revised theory in the larger context ofhis work and 
of aesthetics generally Speaks in original ways to the relation of Danto's philosophyof art to his theory 
of mind Connects and integrates Danto's ideas on the nature ofknowledge, action, aesthetics, history, 
and mind, as well as hisprovocative thoughts on the philosophy of art for the reader

Philosophy as Criticism

>

Chomsky and His Critics

In this compelling volume, ten distinguished thinkers -- William G. Lycan, Galen Strawson, Jeffrey 
Poland, Georges Rey, Frances Egan, Paul Horwich, Peter Ludlow, Paul Pietroski, Alison Gopnik, and 
Ruth Millikan -- address a variety of conceptual issues raised in Noam Chomsky's work. Distinguished 
list of critics: William G. Lycan, Galen Strawson, Jeffrey Poland, Georges Rey, Frances Egan, Paul 
Horwich, Peter Ludlow, Paul Pietroski, Alison Gopnik, and Ruth Millikan. Includes Chomsky's substan-
tial new replies and responses to each essay. The best critical introduction to Chomsky's thought as a 
whole.

Meaning and Argument

Meaning and Argument shifts introductory logic from the traditional emphasis on proofs to the symbol-
ization of arguments. Another distinctive feature of this book is that it shows how the need for expressive 
power and for drawing distinctions forces formal language development. This revised edition includes 
expanded sections, additional exercises, and an updated bibliography. Updated and revised edition 
includes extended sections, additional exercises, and an updated bibliography. Distinctive approach 
in that this text is a philosophical, rather than mathematical introduction to logic. Concentrates on 
symbolization and does all the technical logic simply with truth tables and no derivations at all. Contains 
numerous exercises and a corresponding answer key. Extensive appendix which allows the reader 
to explore subjects that go beyond what is usually covered in an introductory logic course. Features 
accompanying website at http://ruccs.rutgers.edu/~logic/MeaningArgument.html

McDowell and His Critics



The most comprehensive discussion available of the work of philosopher, John McDowell. Contains 
newly commissioned papers by distinguished philosophers on McDowell’s work, along with substantial 
replies to each by McDowell himself. The contributors are philosophers with international reputations 
for their work in the areas in which they are contributing. Covers the whole of McDowell’s philosophy, 
including his contributions in ancient philosophy, moral philosophy, philosophy of mind, philosophy 
of language, metaphysics and epistemology. McDowell’s replies to the contributions in this volume 
contribute to the body of his work.

Paradigms Regained

Paradigms Regained is James L Battersby's effort to reclaim for literary study certain legitimate 
territories that have been needlessly abandoned on the theoretical battlefield. Despite assertions to 
the contrary by poststructuralist or new historicist critics, Battersby contends, it is still possible to 
talk intelligently, rigorously, and usefully about such issues as literary intentionality, stable references, 
determinate meaning, and objective value judgments of literary works. What enables Battersby to make 
his argument is his reliance not on continental thought but on Anglo-American analytic and pragmatic 
philosophers, including Donald Davidson, Michael Dummett, Nelson Goodman, Hilary Putnam, John 
Searle, and Israel Scheffler. Battersby synthesizes and builds on their work in a way that is at once 
fresh and distinctive.

Dworkin and His Critics

Dworkin and His Critics provides an in-depth, analyticaldiscussion of Ronald Dworkin's ethical, legal 
and politicalphilosophical writings, and it includes substantial replies fromDworkin himself. Includes 
substantial replies by Ronald Dworkin, a comprehensivebibliography of his work, and suggestions 
for furtherreading. Contributors include Richard Arneson, G. A. Cohen, FrancesKamm, Will Kymlicka, 
Philippe van Parijs, Eric Rakowski, Joseph Razand Jeremy Waldron. Makes an important contribution 
to many on-going debates overabortion, euthanasia, the rule of law, distributive justice, grouprights, 
political obligation, and genetics.

The Rediscovery of the Mind

In this major new work, John Searle launches a formidable attack on current orthodoxies in the 
philosophy of mind. More than anything else, he argues, it is the neglect of consciousness that results in 
so much barrenness and sterility in psychology, the philosophy of mind, and cognitive science: there can 
be no study of mind that leaves out consciousness. What is going on in the brain is neurophysiological 
processes and consciousness and nothing more—no rule following, no mental information processing 
or mental models, no language of thought, and no universal grammar. Mental events are themselves 
features of the brain, "like liquidity is a feature of water." Beginning with a spirited discussion of what's 
wrong with the philosophy of mind, Searle characterizes and refutes the philosophical tradition of 
materialism. But he does not embrace dualism. All these "isms" are mistaken, he insists. Once you 
start counting types of substance you are on the wrong track, whether you stop at one or two. In four 
chapters that constitute the heart of his argument, Searle elaborates a theory of consciousness and its 
relation to our overall scientific world view and to unconscious mental phenomena. He concludes with 
a criticism of cognitive science and a proposal for an approach to studying the mind that emphasizes 
the centrality of consciousness to any account of mental functioning. In his characteristically direct 
style, punctuated with persuasive examples, Searle identifies the very terminology of the field as the 
main source of truth. He observes that it is a mistake to suppose that the ontology of the mental is 
objective and to suppose that the methodology of a science of the mind must concern itself only with 
objectively observable behavior; that it is also a mistake to suppose that we know of the existence 
of mental phenomena in others only by observing their behavior; that behavior or causal relations to 
behavior are not essential to the existence of mental phenomena; and that it is inconsistent with what 
we know about the universe and our place in it to suppose that everything is knowable by us.

Philosophy as Criticism

In this, his final book, noted philosopher Ilham Dilman offers sharp critiques of his major contem-
poraries. Ilham Dilman (1930-2003) was Professor Emeritus and Honorary Fellow, Department of 
Philosophy, University of Wales Swansea. He was perhaps most well known for his contributions 
to moral philosophy and psychology, and in particular on the works of Wittgenstein and Freud. His 
publications include Wittgenstein's Copernican Revolution (Palgrave, 2002), Free Will: A Historical and 



Philosophical Introduction (Routledge, 1999), Existential Critiques of Cartesianism (Macmillan, 1993), 
and Freud and Human Nature (Blackwell, 1983).

A Marriage of Philosophy and Music

How to use philosophy and music to open your horizons and enjoy being yourself, put theory to work, 
and help you experience personal growth is discussed in A Marriage of Philosophy and Music. It is all 
about "after." After having a liberal education, you are comfortable in modern culture, and after further 
education and becoming a specialist in some field, you enjoy using your skills. We learn the ideas and 
methods of many social cultures and our own chosen specialty, but we often neglect the liberal art 
of disciplining and enjoying the ideas and methods of our own individuality. This book offers a path 
toward the education of privacy, with the key words being selection, design, and beauty. The book 
relates five areas of general human interest: spirituality, philosophy, science, art, and body awareness. 
The interrelation is accomplished by using personal patterns of experience that are available from 
philosophy and music. Because of the plurality of subject matters and methods used in philosophy 
and music, their patterns of discipline are comparable to self-discipline. A Marriage of Philosophy and 
Music attempts to create a path in this direction, because besides the enjoyment of social culture and 
personal skills, there is enjoyment in being yourself, which is a neglected liberal art.

Philosophy in a New Century

John R. Searle has made profoundly influential contributions to three areas of philosophy: philosophy 
of mind, philosophy of language, and philosophy of society. This volume gathers together in accessible 
form a selection of his essays in these areas. They range widely across social ontology, where Searle 
presents concise and informative statements of positions developed in more detail elsewhere; artificial 
intelligence and cognitive science, where Searle assesses the current state of the debate and develops 
his most recent thoughts; and philosophy of language, where Searle connects ideas from various 
strands of his work in order to develop original answers to fundamental questions. There are also 
explorations of the limitations of phenomenological inquiry, the mind-body problem, and the nature and 
future of philosophy. This rich collection from one of America's leading contemporary philosophers will 
be valuable for all who are interested in these central philosophical questions.

The Mystery of Consciousness

What started as a two-part essay in the New York Review of Books, this work discusses well-known 
thinkers, such as Francis Crick, Gerald Edelman, Roger Penrose, Daniel Dennett, Israel Rosenfeld and 
David Chalmers.

What is Cognitive Science?

Written by an assembly of leading researchers in the field, this volume provides an innovative and 
non-technical introduction to cognitive science, and the key issues that animate the field.

John Searle

John Searle is one of the most important and influential analytic philosophers working today. He has 
made significant contributions to the fields of the philosophy of language and the philosophy of mind. 
This concise and accessible book provides a critical review of Searle's philosophical themes. While 
Searle began his career as a philosopher of language, this book proceeds thematically, starting with 
a review of Searle's general ontological commitments. His conception of the mental is then located 
within that general framework. A theory of intentionality sets the stage for Searle's accounts of action, 
rationality, freedom, language, and social reality. Searle weaves together this broad array of topics 
by means of a set of theoretical and methodological assumptions. Part of the task of this book is 
to articulate some of those unifying tendencies, while locating Searle within the history of analytic 
philosophy. In addition to comparing Searle's views to those of his interlocutors, the book also attempts 
to identify changes in those views, as articulated over the course of Searle's career.

John R. Searle

John R. Searle is one of the world's leading philosophers. During his long and outstanding career, he 
has made groundbreaking and lasting contributions to the philosophy of language, to the philosophy 
of mind, as well as to the nature, structure, and functioning of social reality. This volume documents 



the 13th Münster Lectures on Philosophy with John R. Searle. It includes not only 11 critical papers on 
Searle’s philosophy and Searle's replies to the papers, but also an original article by John R. Searle 
on his overall philosophical enterprise entitled "The Basic Reality and the Human Reality". "I think 
Münster is probably unique among contemporary universities in its ability to produce such a high level 
of philosophical production from their philosophy students." - John R. Searle

How to Do Philosophy with Words

Nowadays philosophy is characterized by such heterogeneous intellectual practices that its very unity 
and coherence seem endangered. What is especially disconcerting is that most authors manage 
to largely ignore the very existence of methodological positions radically different from their own. 
Fortunately, there have been exceptions, and the present volume focuses on one of them: the failed 
debate that took place between John Searle and Jacques Derrida. This book thoroughly analyses 
that exchange, contextualizing it within the respective philosophical traditions of the two thinkers, 
with the general aim of turning their dispute into what it was not: a respectful, sensible and fruitful 
controversy. This episode is thus taken as an opportunity to reflect on the peculiar nature of philosophy 
as an intellectual practice, and to discuss some of its main themes: language as an instrument for 
communication, the intentionality of consciousness, and difference as a constitutive element of every 
text.

Intentional Acts and Institutional Facts

Ten original essays examine the central themes of John Searle’s ontology of society. Written by an 
international team of philosophers and social scientists, the essays contribute to a deeper under-
standing of Searle’s work. Moreover, these essays open the door to new approaches to addressing 
fundamental questions about social phenomena. This book also features a new essay by Searle himself 
that summarizes and further develops his work.

The Construction of Social Reality

This short treatise looks at how we construct a social reality from our sense impressions; at how, for 
example, we construct a ‘five-pound note’ with all that implies in terms of value and social meaning, 
from the printed piece of paper we see and touch. In The Construction of Social Reality, eminent 
philosopher John Searle examines the structure of social reality (or those portions of the world that are 
facts only by human agreement, such as money, marriage, property, and government), and contrasts 
it to a brute reality that is independent of human agreement. Searle shows that brute reality provides 
the indisputable foundation for all social reality, and that social reality, while very real, is maintained by 
nothing more than custom and habit.

Rationality in Action

The study of rationality and practical reason, or rationality in action, has been central to Western 
intellectual culture. In this invigorating book, John Searle lays out six claims of what he calls the 
Classical Model of rationality and shows why they are false. He then presents an alternative theory 
of the role of rationality in thought and action. A central point of Searle's theory is that only irrational 
actions are directly caused by beliefs and desires—for example, the actions of a person in the grip of an 
obsession or addiction. In most cases of rational action, there is a gap between the motivating desire 
and the actual decision making. The traditional name for this gap is "freedom of the will." According 
to Searle, all rational activity presupposes free will. For rationality is possible only where one has a 
choice among various rational as well as irrational options. Unlike many philosophical tracts, Rationality 
in Action invites the reader to apply the author's ideas to everyday life. Searle shows, for example, 
that contrary to the traditional philosophical view, weakness of will is very common. He also points 
out the absurdity of the claim that rational decision making always starts from a consistent set of 
desires. Rational decision making, he argues, is often about choosing between conflicting reasons for 
action. In fact, humans are distinguished by their ability to be rationally motivated by desire-independent 
reasons for action. Extending his theory of rationality to the self, Searle shows how rational deliberation 
presupposes an irreducible notion of the self. He also reveals the idea of free will to be essentially a 
thesis of how the brain works.

Making the Social World



There are few more important philosophers at work today than John Searle, a creative and contentious 
thinker who has shaped the way we think about mind and language. Now he offers a profound 
understanding of how we create a social reality--a reality of money, property, governments, marriages, 
stock markets and cocktail parties. The paradox he addresses in Making the Social World is that these 
facts only exist because we think they exist and yet they have an objective existence. Continuing a line of 
investigation begun in his earlier book The Construction of Social Reality, Searle identifies the precise 
role of language in the creation of all "institutional facts." His aim is to show how mind, language and 
civilization are natural products of the basic facts of the physical world described by physics, chemistry 
and biology. Searle explains how a single linguistic operation, repeated over and over, is used to create 
and maintain the elaborate structures of human social institutions. These institutions serve to create 
and distribute power relations that are pervasive and often invisible. These power relations motivate 
human actions in a way that provides the glue that holds human civilization together. Searle then applies 
the account to show how it relates to human rationality, the freedom of the will, the nature of political 
power and the existence of universal human rights. In the course of his explication, he asks whether 
robots can have institutions, why the threat of force so often lies behind institutions, and he denies that 
there can be such a thing as a "state of nature" for language-using human beings.

John Searle's Philosophy of Language

This is a volume of original essays on key aspects of John Searle's philosophy of language. It 
examines Searle's work in relation to current issues of central significance, including internalism 
versus externalism about mental and linguistic content, truth-conditional versus non-truth-conditional 
conceptions of content, the relative priorities of thought and language in the explanation of intentionality, 
the status of the distinction between force and sense in the theory of meaning, the issue of meaning 
scepticism in relation to rule-following, and the proper characterization of 'what is said' in relation to the 
semantics/pragmatics distinction. Written by a distinguished team of contemporary philosophers, and 
prefaced by an illuminating essay by Searle, the volume aims to contribute to a deeper understanding 
of Searle's work in philosophy of language, and to suggest innovative approaches to fundamental 
questions in that area.

Meaning and Context

Quentin Skinner is one of the leading thinkers in the social sciences and humanities today. Since the 
publication of his first important articles some two decades ago, debate has continued to develop 
over his distinctive contributions to contemporary political philosophy, the history of political theory, 
the philosophy of social science, and the discussion of interpretation and hermeneutics across the 
humanities and social sciences. Nevertheless, his most valuable essays and the best critical articles 
concerning his work have been scattered in various journals and difficult to obtain. Meaning and Context 
includes five of the most widely discussed articles by Skinner, which present his approach to the study 
of political thought and the interpretation of texts. Following these are seven articles by his critics, five of 
these drawn from earlier publications and two, by John Keane and Charles Taylor, written especially for 
this volume. Finally, there appears a fifty-seven page reply by Skinner--a major new statement in which 
he defends and reformulates his method and lays out new lines of research. The editorial introduction 
provides a systematic overview of the evolution of Skinner's work and of the main reactions to it. Besides 
James Tully, John Keane, and Charles Taylor, the contributors include Joseph V. Femia, Keith Graham, 
Martin Hollis, Kenneth Minogue, and Nathan Tarcov.

Searle and Foucault on Truth

This book compares John Searle and Michel Foucault's radically opposed views on truth in order to 
demonstrate the need for invigorating cross-fertilization between the analytic and Continental philo-
sophical traditions. By pressing beyond familiar clichés about analytic philosophy and postmodernism, 
a surprising convergence of Searle and Foucault's thought on truth emerge. Prado rebuts the analytic 
impression of Michel Foucault as a radical relativist and shows that Foucault not only is a realist, but 
also is much closer than many imagine to John Searle and Donald Davidson, both model analytic 
thinkers

Mind, Language And Society

Disillusionment with psychology is leading more and more people to formal philosophy for clues about 
how to think about life. But most of us who try to grapple with concepts such as reality, truth, common 



sense, consciousness, and society lack the rigorous training to discuss them with any confidence. 
John Searle brings these notions down from their abstract heights to the terra firma of real-world 
understanding, so that those with no knowledge of philosophy can understand how these principles 
play out in our everyday lives. The author stresses that there is a real world out there to deal with, and 
condemns the belief that the reality of our world is dependent on our perception of it.

Consciousness and Language

One of the most important and influential philosophers of the last 30 years, John Searle has been 
concerned throughout his career with a single overarching question: how can we have a unified 
and theoretically satisfactory account of ourselves and of our relations to other people and to the 
natural world? In other words, how can we reconcile our common-sense conception of ourselves 
as conscious, free, mindful, rational agents in a world that we believe includes brute, unconscious, 
mindless, meaningless, mute physical particles in fields of force? The essays in this collection are 
related to this broad overarching issue that unites the diverse strands of Searle's work. As many 
as these essays have previously only been available in relatively obscure books and journals, this 
collection will be of particular interest to philosophers and those in psychology and linguistics. Since 
1959, John R. Searle has been Professor of Philosophy at the University of California at Berkeley, 
where he is now the Mills Professor of the Philosophy of Mind and Language. His many books include 
Mind Language and Society, (Basic, 1998). The Construction of Social Reality, (Free Press, 1997), and 
Speech Acts, (Cambridge, 1969). His works have been translated in 21 languages. Seale has received 
many prizes, awards and honors, including the Fulbright Award (twice), the Guggenheim, and ACLS 
Fellowships.

Freud’s Philosophy of the Unconscious

Freud's Philosophy of the Unconscious is the only comprehensive, systematic study of Sigmund Freud's 
philosophy of mind. Freud emerges as a sophisticated philosopher who addresses many of the central 
questions that concern contemporary philosophers and cognitive scientists while anticipating many of 
their views. While still a student in Vienna, Freud was initiated into philosophy by Franz Brentano. The 
book charts Freud's intellectual development as he deals with the mind-body problem, the nature of 
consciousness, folk psychology versus scientific psychology, the relationship between language and 
thought, realism and antirealism in psychology, and the nature of unconscious mental events. The book 
also critically examines writings on Freud by Wittgenstein, Davidson, and Searle, demonstrating their 
weakness as interpretations and criticisms of Freud's position. Readership: Philosophers, cognitive 
scientists, psychologists, psychoanalysts, psychotherapists and psychiatrists.

Praxial Music Education

Praxial Music Education is a collection of essays by nineteen internationally recognized scholars in 
music education. Each essay offers critical reflections on a key topic in contemporary music education. 
The starting point of each essay, and the unifying thread of this collection, is the "praxial" philosophy 
of music education explained in Elliott's Music Matters: A New Philosophy of Music Education (OUP, 
1995). This philosophy argues for a socially and artistically grounded concept of music and music 
education, challenging the field's traditional "absolutist" foundations. Praxial Music Education is both 
a critical companion to Music Matters, and an independent text on contemporary issues in music 
education. Among the themes discussed are multicultural music education, the nature of musical 
understanding, early childhood music education, the nature and teaching of music listening, music 
curriculum development, and musical creativity. Praxial music education is a living theory. This unique 
collection will not only enrich discussions that already use Music Matters as their core, but will globalize 
current discussions and applications of the praxial philosophy and emphasize the positive and practical 
values of collaborative efforts in music education.

John Searle's Ideas About Social Reality

John R. Searle’s 1995 publication The Construction of Social Reality is the foundation of this collection 
of scholarly papers examining Searle's philosophical theories. Searle’s book sets out to reconstruct the 
ontology of the social sciences through an analysis of linguistic practices in the context of his celebrated 
work on intentionality. His book provided a stimulating account of institutional facts such as money and 
marriage and how they are created and replicated in everyday social life. The authors in this collection 
provide a critical appraisal of these and other ideas presented in Searle’s original publication. The 



editors' introduction clearly outlines the main issues in the debate and provides a useful introduction 
to Searle's contributions to social science.

Freedom and Neurobiology

"In the second half of the book, Searle applies his theory of social reality to the problem of political 
power, explaining the role of language in the formation of our political reality. The institutional structures 
that organize, empower, and regulate our lives - money, property, marriage, government - consist in 
the assignment and collective acceptance of certain statuses to objects and people. Whether it is the 
president of the United States, a twenty-dollar bill, or private property, these entities perform functions 
as determined by their status in our institutional reality. Searle focuses on the political powers that exist 
within these systems of status functions and the way in which language constitutes them."--BOOK 
JACKET.

Mind and Cosmos

The modern materialist approach to life has conspicuously failed to explain such central mind-related 
features of our world as consciousness, intentionality, meaning, and value. This failure to account 
for something so integral to nature as mind, argues philosopher Thomas Nagel, is a major problem, 
threatening to unravel the entire naturalistic world picture, extending to biology, evolutionary theory, and 
cosmology. Since minds are features of biological systems that have developed through evolution, the 
standard materialist version of evolutionary biology is fundamentally incomplete. And the cosmological 
history that led to the origin of life and the coming into existence of the conditions for evolution cannot 
be a merely materialist history, either. An adequate conception of nature would have to explain the 
appearance in the universe of materially irreducible conscious minds, as such. Nagel's skepticism is 
not based on religious belief or on a belief in any definite alternative. In Mind and Cosmos, he does 
suggest that if the materialist account is wrong, then principles of a different kind may also be at work 
in the history of nature, principles of the growth of order that are in their logical form teleological rather 
than mechanistic. In spite of the great achievements of the physical sciences, reductive materialism is 
a world view ripe for displacement. Nagel shows that to recognize its limits is the first step in looking 
for alternatives, or at least in being open to their possibility.

Contemporary Readings in the Philosophy of Literature

What, if anything, distinguishes works of fiction such as Hamlet and Madame Bovary from biographies, 
news reports, or office bulletins? Is there a “right” way to interpret fiction? Should we link interpretation 
to the author’s intention? Ought our moral unease with works that betray sadistic, sexist, or racist 
elements lower our judgments of their aesthetic worth? And what, when it comes down to it, is 
literature? The readings in this collection bring together some of the most important recent work in 
the philosophy of literature by philosophers such as Martha Nussbaum, John Searle, and David Lewis. 
The readings explore philosophical issues such as the nature of fiction, the status of the author, the act 
of interpretation, the role of the emotions in the act of reading, the aesthetic and moral value of literary 
works, and other topics central to the philosophy of literature.
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