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This seminal study explores Chinese law through an 'imperial eyes' lens, critically examining concepts 
of sovereignty and justice within the complex realm of transcultural politics. It offers deep insights into 
historical legal frameworks and their enduring impact, providing a crucial resource for scholars in East 
Asian studies and international relations, originating from Columbia University's Weatherhead East 
Asian Institute.
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Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes

How did American schoolchildren, French philosophers, Russian Sinologists, Dutch merchants, and 
British lawyers imagine China and Chinese law? What happened when agents of presumably dominant 
Western empires had to endure the humiliations and anxieties of maintaining a profitable but precarious 
relationship with China? In Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes, Li Chen provides a richly textured analysis 
of these related issues and their intersection with law, culture, and politics in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Using a wide array of sources, Chen's study focuses on the power dynamics 
of Sino-Western relations during the formative century before the First Opium War (1839-1842). He 
highlights the centrality of law to modern imperial ideology and politics and brings new insight to the 
origins of comparative Chinese law in the West, the First Opium War, and foreign extraterritoriality 
in China. The shifting balance of economic and political power formed and transformed knowledge 
of China and Chinese law in different contact zones. Chen argues that recovering the variegated 
and contradictory roles of Chinese law in Western "modernization" helps provincialize the subsequent 
Euro-Americentric discourse of global modernity. Chen draws attention to important yet underanalyzed 
sites in which imperial sovereignty, national identity, cultural tradition, or international law and order 
were defined and restructured. His valuable case studies show how constructed differences between 
societies were hardened into cultural or racial boundaries and then politicized to rationalize international 
conflicts and hierarchy.

Chinese Law
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In Chinese Law, edited by Li Chen and Madeleine Zelin, the authors provide valuable perspectives 
on the transformation, knowledge, practice, and effects of Chinese law and justice in the changing 
historical context of late imperial and modern China.

The Chinese Typewriter

How Chinese characters triumphed over the QWERTY keyboard and laid the foundation for China's 
information technology successes today. Chinese writing is character based, the one major world script 
that is neither alphabetic nor syllabic. Through the years, the Chinese written language encountered 
presumed alphabetic universalism in the form of Morse Code, Braille, stenography, Linotype, punch 
cards, word processing, and other systems developed with the Latin alphabet in mind. This book is 
about those encounters—in particular thousands of Chinese characters versus the typewriter and its 
QWERTY keyboard. Thomas Mullaney describes a fascinating series of experiments, prototypes, fail-
ures, and successes in the century-long quest for a workable Chinese typewriter. The earliest Chinese 
typewriters, Mullaney tells us, were figments of popular imagination, sensational accounts of twelve-foot 
keyboards with 5,000 keys. One of the first Chinese typewriters actually constructed was invented by 
a Christian missionary, who organized characters by common usage (but promoted the less-common 
characters for “Jesus" to the common usage level). Later came typewriters manufactured for use in 
Chinese offices, and typewriting schools that turned out trained “typewriter girls” and “typewriter boys.” 
Still later was the “Double Pigeon” typewriter produced by the Shanghai Calculator and Typewriter 
Factory, the typewriter of choice under Mao. Clerks and secretaries in this era experimented with 
alternative ways of organizing characters on their tray beds, inventing an input method that was the 
first instance of “predictive text.” Today, after more than a century of resistance against the alphabetic, 
not only have Chinese characters prevailed, they form the linguistic substrate of the vibrant world of 
Chinese information technology. The Chinese Typewriter, not just an “object history” but grappling with 
broad questions of technological change and global communication, shows how this happened. A 
Study of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University

Nation-Empire

By the end of World War II, hundreds of thousands of young men in the Japanese colonies, in particular 
Taiwan and Korea, had expressed their loyalty to the empire by volunteering to join the army. Why and 
how did so many colonial youth become passionate supporters of Japanese imperial nationalism? 
And what happened to these youth after the war? Nation-Empire investigates these questions by 
examining the long-term mobilization of youth in the rural peripheries of Japan, Taiwan, and Korea. 
Personal stories and village histories vividly show youth’s ambitions, emotions, and identities generated 
in the shifting conditions in each locality. At the same time, Sayaka Chatani unveils an intense ideo-
logical mobilization built from diverse contexts—the global rise of youth and agrarian ideals, Japan’s 
strong drive for assimilation and nationalization, and the complex emotions of younger generations 
in various remote villages. Nation-Empire engages with multiple historical debates. Chatani considers 
metropole-colony linkages, revealing the core characteristics of the Japanese Empire; discusses youth 
mobilization, analyzing the Japanese seinendan (village youth associations) as equivalent to the Boy 
Scouts or the Hitler Youth; and examines society and individual subjectivities under totalitarian rule. 
Her book highlights the shifting state-society transactions of the twentieth-century world through the 
lens of the Japanese Empire, inviting readers to contend with a new approach to, and a bold vision of, 
empire study.

The Age of Irreverence

The Age of Irreverence tells the story of why ChinaÕs entry into the modern age was not just traumatic, 
but uproarious. As the Qing dynasty slumped toward extinction, prominent writers compiled jokes into 
collections they called Òhistories of laughter.Ó In the first years of the Republic, novelists, essayists 
and illustrators alike used humorous allegories to make veiled critiques of the new government. But, 
again and again, political and cultural discussion erupted into invective, as critics gleefully jeered and 
derided rivals in public. Farceurs drew followings in the popular press, promoting a culture of practical 
joking and buffoonery. Eventually, these various expressions of hilarity proved so offensive to high-brow 
writers that they launched a concerted campaign to transform the tone of public discourse, hoping to 
displace the old forms of mirth with a new one they called youmo (humor). Christopher Rea argues 
that this periodÑfrom the 1890s to the 1930sÑtransformed how Chinese people thought and talked 
about what is funny. Focusing on five cultural expressions of laughterÑjokes, play, mockery, farce, and 



humorÑhe reveals the textures of comedy that were a part of everyday life during modern ChinaÕs first 
Òage of irreverence.Ó This new history of laughter not only offers an unprecedented and up-close look 
at a neglected facet of Chinese cultural modernity, but also reveals its lasting legacy in the Chinese 
language of the comic today and its implications for our understanding of humor as a part of human 
culture.

The Cultural Revolution on Trial

Introduction -- Indictment -- Monsters -- Testimony -- Emotions -- Verdict -- Vanity -- Conclusion -- Index 
of Chinese terms

Socialist Cosmopolitanism

Socialist Cosmopolitanism offers an innovative interpretation of literary works from the Mao era that 
reads Chinese socialist literature as world literature. As Nicolai Volland demonstrates, after 1949 
China engaged with the world beyond its borders in a variety of ways and on many levels—politically, 
economically, and culturally. Far from rejecting the worldliness of earlier eras, the young People's 
Republic developed its own cosmopolitanism. Rather than a radical break with the past, Chinese 
socialist literature should be seen as an integral and important chapter in China's long search to find a 
place within world literature. Socialist Cosmopolitanism revisits a range of genres, from poetry and land 
reform novels to science fiction and children's literature, and shows how Chinese writers and readers 
alike saw their own literary production as part of a much larger literary universe. This literary space, 
reaching from Beijing to Berlin, from Prague to Pyongyang, from Warsaw to Moscow to Hanoi, allowed 
authors and texts to travel, reinventing the meaning of world literature. Chinese socialist literature was 
not driven solely by politics but by an ambitious—but ultimately doomed—attempt to redraw the literary 
world map.

The Battle for Fortune

Based on long-term fieldwork in a rural Tibetan region in China's northwest (2002-13), 'The Battle for 
Fortune' is an ethnography of state-local relations among Tibetans marginalized underChina's Great 
Develop the West campaign and during the 2008 military crackdown on Tibetan unrest. The study 
brings anthropological approaches to states and development into dialogue with recent interdisciplinary 
debates about the very nature of human subjectivity and relations with nonhuman others (including 
deities).

Youth for Nation

This in-depth exploration of culture, media, and protest follows South Korea’s transition from the 
Korean War to the start of the political struggles and socioeconomic transformations of the Park Chung 
Hee era. Although the post–Korean War years are commonly remembered as a time of crisis and 
disarray, Charles Kim contends that they also created a formative and productive juncture in which 
South Koreans reworked pre-1945 constructions of national identity to meet the political and cultural 
needs of postcolonial nation-building. He explores how state ideologues and mainstream intellectuals 
expanded their efforts by elevating the nation’s youth as the core protagonist of a newly independent 
Korea. By designating students and young men and women as the hope and exemplars of the new 
nation-state, the discursive stage was set for the remarkable outburst of the April Revolution in 1960. 
Kim’s interpretation of this seminal event underscores student participants’ recasting of anticolonial 
resistance memories into South Korea’s postcolonial politics. This pivotal innovation enabled protestors 
to circumvent the state’s official anticommunism and, in doing so, brought about the formation of a 
culture of protest that lay at the heart of the country’s democracy movement from the 1960s to the 
1980s. The positioning of women as subordinates in the nation-building enterprise is also shown to 
be a direct translation of postwar and Cold War exigencies into the sphere of culture; this cultural 
conservatism went on to shape the terrain of gender relations in subsequent decades. A meticulously 
researched cultural history, Youth for Nation illuminates the historical significance of the postwar 
period through a rigorous analysis of magazines, films, textbooks, archival documents, and personal 
testimonies. In addition to scholars and students of twentieth-century Korea, the book will be welcomed 
by those interested in Cold War cultures, social movements, and democratization in East Asia.

Darwin, Dharma, and the Divine



Darwin, Dharma, and the Divine is the first book in English on the history of evolutionary theory in 
Japan. Bringing to life more than a century of ideas, G. Clinton Godart examines how and why Japanese 
intellectuals, religious thinkers of different faiths, philosophers, biologists, journalists, activists, and 
ideologues engaged with evolutionary theory and religion. How did Japanese religiously think about 
evolution? What were their main concerns? Did they reject evolution on religious grounds, or—as 
was more often the case—how did they combine evolutionary theory with their religious beliefs? 
Evolutionary theory was controversial and never passively accepted in Japan: It took a hundred years 
of appropriating, translating, thinking, and debating to reconsider the natural world and the relation 
between nature, science, and the sacred in light of evolutionary theory. Since its introduction in 
the nineteenth century, Japanese intellectuals—including Buddhist, Shinto, Confucian, and Christian 
thinkers—in their own ways and often with opposing agendas, struggled to formulate a meaningful 
worldview after Darwin. In the decades that followed, as the Japanese redefined their relation to nature 
and built a modern nation-state, the debates on evolutionary theory intensified and state ideologues 
grew increasingly hostile toward its principles. Throughout the religious reception of evolution was 
dominated by a long-held fear of the idea of nature and society as cold and materialist, governed by the 
mindless “struggle for survival.” This aversion endeavored many religious thinkers, philosophers, and 
biologists to find goodness and the divine within nature and evolution. It was this drive, argues Godart, 
that shaped much of Japan’s modern intellectual history and changed Japanese understandings of 
nature, society, and the sacred. Darwin, Dharma, and the Divine will contribute significantly to two of the 
most debated topics in the history of evolutionary theory: religion and the political legacy of evolution. 
It will, therefore, appeal to the broad audience interested in Darwin studies as well as students and 
scholars of Japanese intellectual history, religion, and philosophy.

Resurrecting Nagasaki

In Resurrecting Nagasaki, Chad R. Diehl explores the genesis of narratives surrounding the atomic 
bombing of August 9, 1945, by following the individuals and groups who contributed to the shaping of 
Nagasaki City's postwar identity. Municipal officials, survivor-activist groups, the Catholic community, 
and American occupation officials all interpreted the destruction and reconstruction of the city from 
different, sometimes disparate perspectives. Diehl's analysis reveals how these atomic narratives 
shaped both the way Nagasaki rebuilt and the ways in which popular discourse on the atomic bombings 
framed the city's experience for decades.

Engineering Asia

Weaving together chapters on imperial Japan's wartime mobilization, Asia's first wave of postwar 
decolonization, and Cold War geopolitical conflict in the region, Engineering Asia seeks to demonstrate 
how Asia's present prosperity did not arise from a so-called 'economic miracle' but from the violent 
and dynamic events of the 20th century. The book argues that what continued to operate throughout 
these tumultuous eras were engineering networks of technology. Constructed at first for colonial 
development under Japan, these networks transformed into channels of overseas development aid that 
constituted the Cold War system in Asia. Through highlighting how these networks helped shape Asia's 
contemporary economic landscape, Engineering Asia challenges dominant narratives in Western 
scholarship of an 'economic miracle' in Japan and South Korea, and the 'Asian Tigers' of Southeast 
Asia. Students and scholars of East Asian studies, development studies, postcolonialism, Cold War 
studies and the history of technology and science will find this book immensely useful.

China, State Sovereignty and International Legal Order

In China, State Sovereignty and International Legal Order, Phil C.W. Chan explores the nexus between 
China’s exercise of State sovereignty and international legal order, and the locus in which State 
sovereignty resides in international law and foreign policy-making.

Japan’s Occupation of Java in the Second World War

Japan's Occupation of Java in the Second World War draws upon written and oral Japanese, In-
donesian, Dutch and English-language sources to narrate the Japanese occupation of Java as a 
transnational intersection between two complex Asian societies, placing this narrative in a larger 
wartime context of domestic, regional, and global crisis. Japan's occupation of Java is here revealed in 
a radically new and nuanced light, as an ambiguous encounter revolutionary in the degree of mutual 
interests that drew the two sides together, fascinating and tragic in its evolution, and profound in the 



legacies left behind. Mark structures his study around a diverse group of Japanese and Indonesians 
captivated by the wartime vision of a 'Greater Asia.' The book is not only the first transnational study 
of Japan's wartime occupation of Java, but the first to focus on the Second World War experience in 
transnational terms 'on the ground' anywhere in Asia. Breaking new ground interpretatively, thematically 
and narratively, Mark's monumental study is of vital significance for students and scholars of modern 
Asian and global history. This book is published in partnership with Columbia University's Weatherhead 
East Asian Institute (http://weai.columbia.edu/japans-occupation-of-java/).

The End of Japanese Cinema

In The End of Japanese Cinema Alexander Zahlten moves film theory beyond the confines of film itself, 
attending to the emergence of new kinds of aesthetics, politics, temporalities, and understandings of 
film and media. He traces the evolution of a new media ecology through deep historical analyses of the 
Japanese film industry from the 1960s to the 2000s. Zahlten focuses on three popular industrial genres: 
Pink Film (independently distributed softcore pornographic films), Kadokawa (big-budget productions 
as part of a transmedia strategy), and V-Cinema (direct-to-video films). He examines the conditions 
of these films' production to demonstrate how the media industry itself becomes part of the politics 
of the media text and to highlight the complex negotiation between media and politics, culture, and 
identity in Japan. Zahlten points to a different history of film, one in which a once-powerful film industry 
transformed into becoming only one component within a complex media-mix ecology. In so doing, 
Zahlten opens new paths for uncovering similar broad processes in other large media societies. A 
Study of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University

Post-Fascist Japan

In late 1945 local Japanese turned their energies toward creating new behaviors and institutions that 
would give young people better skills to combat repression at home and coercion abroad. They rapidly 
transformed their political culture-policies, institutions, and public opinion-to create a more equitable, 
democratic and peaceful society. Post-Fascist Japan explores this phenomenon, focusing on a group 
of highly educated Japanese based in the city of Kamakura, where the new political culture was 
particularly visible. The book argues that these leftist elites, many of whom had been seen as 'the 
enemy' during the war, saw the problem as one of fascism, an ideology that had succeeded because 
it had addressed real problems. They turned their efforts to overtly political-legal systems but also to 
ostensibly non-political and community institutions such as universities, art museums, local tourism, 
and environmental policies, aiming not only for reconciliation over the past but also to reduce the 
anxieties that had drawn so many towards fascism. By focusing on people who had an outsized 
influence on Japan's political culture, Hein's study is local, national, and transnational. She grounds her 
discussion using specific personalities, showing their ideas about 'post-fascism', how they implemented 
them and how they interacted with the American occupiers.

China's Legal Reform

China's entry into the World Trade Organization (WTO) has had a tremendous impact on the de-
velopment and reform of China's legal system. This book focuses on the developments of China's 
legal system as well as its reform in the context of globalization. It covers various topics, including 
constitutional changes, law-based administration, and more.

Chinese Perspectives on the International Rule of Law

This insightful book investigates the historical, political, and legal foundations of the Chinese perspec-
tives on the rule of law and the international rule of law. Building upon an understanding of the rule of 
law as an 'essentially contested concept', this book analyses the interactions between the development 
of the rule of law within China and the Chinese contribution to the international rule of law, more 
particularly in the areas of global trade and security governance.

Modern Chinese Legal Reform

China's rapid socioeconomic transformation of the past twenty years has led to dramatic changes 
in its judicial system and legal practices. As China becomes more powerful on the world stage, the 
global community has dedicated more resources and attention to understanding the country's evolving 
democratization, and policymakers have identified the development of civil liberties and long-term legal 



reforms as crucial for the nation's acceptance as a global partner. Modern Chinese Legal Reform 
is designed as a legal and political research tool to help English-speaking scholars interpret the 
many recent changes to China's legal system. Investigating subjects such as constitutional history, 
the intersection of politics and law, democratization, civil legal practices, and judicial mechanisms, 
the essays in this volume situate current constitutional debates in the context of both the country's 
ideology and traditions and the wider global community. Editors Xiaobing Li and Qiang Fang bring 
together scholars from multiple disciplines to provide a comprehensive and balanced look at a difficult 
subject. Featuring newly available official sources and interviews with Chinese administrators, judges, 
law-enforcement officers, and legal experts, this essential resource enables readers to view key events 
through the eyes of individuals who are intimately acquainted with the challenges and successes of 
the past twenty years.

Sovereign Power and the Law in China

This volume analyses under-researched institutions and practices in China's criminal justice system, 
arguing that derogations from the rule of law constitute an organic component of the legal order.

China's Human Rights Lawyers

This book offers a unique insight into the role of human rights lawyers in Chinese law and politics. 
In her extensive account, Eva Pils shows how these practitioners are important as legal advocates 
for victims of injustice and how bureaucratic systems of control operate to subdue and marginalise 
them. The book also discusses how human rights lawyers and the social forces they work for and with 
challenge the system. In conditions where organised political opposition is prohibited, rights lawyers 
have begun to articulate and coordinate demands for legal and political change. Drawing on hundreds 
of anonymised conversations, the book analyses in detail human rights lawyers’ legal advocacy in the 
face of severe institutional limitations and their experiences of repression at the hands of the police and 
state security apparatus, along with the intellectual, political and moral resources lawyers draw upon 
to survive and resist. Key concerns include the interaction between the lawyers and their bureaucratic, 
professional and social environments and the forms and long term political impact of resistance. In 
addressing these issues, Pils offers a rare evaluative perspective on China’s legal and political system, 
and proposes new ways to assess domestic advocacy’s relationship with international human rights 
and rule of law promotion. This book will be of great interest and use to students and scholars of law, 
Chinese studies, socio-legal studies, political studies, international relations, and sociology. It is also 
of direct value to people working in the fields of human rights advocacy, law, politics, international 
relations, and journalism.

Making Law Work

The Politics of Law and Stability in China examines the nexus between social stability and the law in 
contemporary China. It explores the impact of Chinese Communist Partyês (CCP) rationales for social 
stability on legal reforms, criminal justice opera

The Politics of Law and Stability in China

This book provides a comprehensive history of the emergence and the formation of the concept of 
sovereignty in China from the year 1840 to the present. It contributes to broadening the history of 
modern China by looking at the way the notion of sovereignty was gradually articulated by key Chinese 
intellectuals, diplomats and political figures in the unfolding of the history of international law in China, 
rehabilitates Chinese agency, and shows how China challenged Western Eurocentric assumptions 
about the progress of international law. It puts the history of international law in a global perspective, 
interrogating the widely-held belief of international law as universal order and exploring the ways in 
which its history is closely anchored to a European experience that fails to take into account how the 
encounter with other non-European realities has influenced its formation.

Sovereignty in China

This book provides insights into the history, development, and practice of restorative justice methods 
in China. Traditionally in China, mediation has played an important role in criminal proceedings, which 
has many characteristics in common with the “Western” concept of restorative justice. Through case 
studies and theoretical examination, the author of this timely work aims to bridge the research on 



restorative justice models mainly developed in the West with restorative justice as practiced in China. 
After a Brief overview and introduction, the author compares and contrasts case studies of restorative 
justice-like practices from different districts in China. The author examines cases studies from several 
regions within China, and explores the key question: can the restoration model developed in the West 
take root in China, and if so what legal, cultural and societal accommodations may need to be made? 
This work will be of interest to researchers in Criminology and Criminal Justice, particularly with an 
interest in alternative justice practices, restorative justice, and international comparative criminology; 
as well as researchers interested in Chinese affairs or Asian Studies.

The International Legal Status of the Republic of China

This volume analyzes whether China's thirty years of legal reform have taken root in Chinese society 
by examining how ordinary citizens are using the legal system in contemporary China. It is an 
interdisciplinary look at law in action and at legal institutions from the bottom up, that is, beginning 
with those at the ground level that are using and working in the legal system. It explores the emergent 
Chinese conception of justice - one that seeks to balance Chinese tradition, socialist legacies, and 
the needs of the global market. Given the political dimension of dispute resolution in creating, settling, 
and changing social norms, this volume contributes to a greater understanding of political and social 
change in China today and of the process of legal reform generally.

Restorative Justice in China

Presents new insights into recent changes in China's legal framework in areas crucial to the mod-
ernisation process. Topics include law reform to accommodate foreign interests and convert China to 
a market economy, the judicial system and its treatment of human rights issues, the introduction of 
non-tariff barriers for foreign companies, and the current privatisation process.

Chinese Justice

4. Sources of Chinese Rights Thinking

China's Legal Reforms and Their Political Limits

A conceptual-based analysis of China's legal and justice systems, and their social and political impact 
in the twenty-first century.

Human Rights in Contemporary China

In The Limits of the Rule of Law in China, fourteen authors from different academic disciplines reflect 
on questions that have troubled Chinese and Western scholars of jurisprudence since classical times. 
Using data from the early 19th century through the contemporary period, they analyze how tension 
between formal laws and discretionary judgment is discussed and manifested in the Chinese context. 
The contributions cover a wide range of topics, from interpreting the rationale for and legacy of Qing 
practices of collective punishment, confession at trial, and bureaucratic supervision to assessing the 
political and cultural forces that continue to limit the authority of formal legal institutions in the People’s 
Republic of China.

Justice

This collection of essays focuses on law and the diaspora Chinese. They show us a variety of answers 
to such questions as: what are the laws of China outside China; what are the laws of the Chinese in 
Southeast Asia; what were/are the laws for the Chinese in Southeast Asia; and is there a "Confucian 
Chinese"? The answers in some cases are reasonably certain but in others they are tentative and 
debatable. The legal material raises these issues in a way which is fundamental to diaspora studies....

Chinese Law and Justice

The culmination of twenty years of research, this essential book completes distinguished historian 
Philip C. C. Huang's pathbreaking trilogy on Chinese law and society from late imperial times to the 
present. The author argues that, despite formal adherence to Western law and legal theory, traditional 
Chinese judicial practices continue to flourish. Huang draws on a rich array of court records and field 
interviews to illustrate the surprising strength of traditional Chinese civil justice, as can be seen in 



societal and cadres mediation, and in court actions with respect to property rights, inheritance and 
old-age maintenance, and debts. Maoist justice too remains influential, especially its divorce and court 
mediation practices. Finally, despite the recent massive adoption of Western laws, legal reasoning 
employed in judicial practice has shown stunning continuity, with major implications for China's future.

The Limits of the Rule of Law in China

Prepared under the contemporary China studies program of the East Asian Institute of Columbia 
University.

Law and the Chinese in Southeast Asia

Translated by William C. Jones

Chinese Civil Justice, Past and Present

Traditionally, social theorists in the West have structured models of state social control according to 
the tenet that socialization is accomplished by means of external controls on behavior: undesirable 
actions are punished and desirable actions result either in material reward or a simple respite from 
the oppressive attentions of an authoritarian state. In this volume, the author presents the tradition 
of law in China as an exception to the Western model of social control. The Confucian bureaucracy 
that has long structured Chinese social life melded almost seamlessly with the Maoist revolutionary 
agenda to produce a culture in which collectivism and an internalized adherence to social law are, in 
some respects, congenital features of Chinese social consciousness. Through her investigation of the 
Maoist concept of revolutionary justice and the tradition of conformist acculturation in China, the author 
constructs a fascinating counterpoint to traditional Western arguments about social control.

Chinese Law, Past and Present

"Citizen rights defence campaigns reflect the changing lives and priorities of Chinese citizens, both 
urban and rural. The term weiquan, or rights defence, was first coined by the Chinese party-state as part 
of a process of promotion of various laws, andwas thus used by government-affiliated organisations 
to promote the rights of women, children, and consumers, and to develop citizens' legal awareness. 
Subsequently, first private citizens, then groups of citizens, then lawyers, appropriated the term as 
a means of dispute resolution in areas such as private property rights, rights for the handicapped, 
corruption claims and grievances with officials. Rights defence is important not just because of the 
political ramifications of its campaigns, but also because of the strategies its activists have used. 
Rights defence campaigns have taken novel forms unprecedented in China, including the use of 
the Internet by rights campaigners, the development of rights entrepreneur (or people who have set 
up businesses linked to rights defence), and the selection of representatives and leaders in rights 
defence campaigns. In recent years, the idea of rights defence has become used as a tool to attack the 
party-state, specifically by lawyers and legal campaigners. The growth of rights defence movements 
reflects the increasing capacity of Chinese citizens to shape their own civic discourse to achieve diverse 
goals. While rights defence may not pose an immediate threat to the authority of the party-state, it is 
nonetheless an important symbol of a developing social pluralism in China. This book offers essential 
insight into the development of rights in contemporary China and will be highly relevant for students, 
scholars and specialists in legal developments in Asia as wellas anyone interested in social movements 
in China"--

Sino-American Relations and China's Struggle for the Rule of Law

Provides an in-depth study of the ideological and organisational features of China's legal system, as it 
is embedded in the Party-state.

Domestic Law Reforms in Post-Mao China

Tradition of the Law and Law of the Tradition
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