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British Idealism: A History

British philosophy in the last third of the nineteenth and first third of the twentieth centuries.

British Idealism: A History

W. J. Mander presents the first ever synoptic history of British Idealism, the school of thought which 
dominated English-language philosophy from the 1860s to the early 20th century. He restores to its 
proper place this neglected period of philosophy, introducing the exponents of Idealism and explaining 
its distinctive concepts and doctrines.

British Idealism and the Concept of the Self

This book reassesses the origins, development and legacy of the philosophy of the British idealists, 
demonstrating the enduring relevance of their thought for the modern discipline. This body of work 
coheres around the single unifying theme of the self – a concept of central importance to the 
idealist school. Particular attention is also paid to the many connections that hold between various 
philosophers and branches of philosophy, as well as creating a set of continuously running dialogues 
between contributing authors. Readers will discover a comprehensive, stimulating and sharply focused 
panorama of British idealist thought, which will be useful to philosophers, historians of ideas, political 
and social theorists, psychologists, and policy-makers who wish to gain a deeper understanding of the 
citizen as a self.

The British Idealists

The British idealists made significant and lasting contributions to the social and political thought of 
the nineteenth century. They contributed to the evolution debate in insisting that the social organism 
could not be understood in naturalistic terms, but instead had to be conceived as an evolving spiritual 
unity. In this respect the British idealists developed a distinctive view of the state constitutive of the 
individual and they are commonly acknowledged as the forerunners of modern communitarian theory. 
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Furthermore the idealists contributed to the major debates of their day, including evolution, democracy, 
the role of the state, education and international relations. In his introduction, David Boucher develops 
the themes illustrated in the writings of the British idealists. This volume also contains biographies of 
the British idealists which incorporate their principal works.

British Idealism

Bertrand Russell, G. E. Moore, and other analytic philosophers of the early 20th century claimed 
to depart from the British idealists who dominated philosophical debate from the 1870s onwards. 
The nature and extent of this departure is now widely questioned as philosophers return to the 
writings of Bernard Bosanquet, F. H. Bradley, R. G. Collingwood, T. H. Green, J. M. E. McTaggart, and 
others. Nowadays, the British idealist movement is mostly remembered for its seminal contributions 
to metaphysics, ethics, and political philosophy. The contributors to this volume explore some of the 
movement’s other, equally-insightful, contributions to the philosophies of language, aesthetics and 
emotions. These chapters cover core philosophical issues including the relationship between the 
speech communities and the general will; the role of emotions in the Absolute; key differences between 
leading British idealists on the relationships between emotions and relations; the nature of love; the 
historical re-enactment of imagination and creativity; expressivism in art; and the actual idealism of the 
British idealists’ Italian counterparts. This book was originally published as a special issue of the British 
Journal of the History of Philosophy.

Idealism

Idealism is philosophy on a grand scale, combining micro and macroscopic problems into systematic 
accounts of everything from the nature of the universe to the particulars of human feeling. In conse-
quence, it offers perspectives on everything from the natural to the social sciences, from ecology to 
critical theory. Heavily criticised by the dominant philosophies of the 20th Century, Idealism is now 
being reconsidered as a rich and untapped resource for contemporary philosophical arguments and 
concepts. This volume provides a comprehensive portrait of the major arguments and philosophers 
in the Idealist tradition. The book demonstrates how Idealist philosophy provides a fruitful way of 
understanding contemporary issues in metaphysics, the philosophy of science, political philosophy, 
scientific theory and critical social theory.

The Moral, Social and Political Philosophy of the British Idealists

The British idealists of the late 19th and early 20th century are best known for their contributions 
to metaphysics, logic, and political philosophy. Yet they also made important contributions to social 
and public policy, social and moral philosophy and moral education, as shown by this volume. Their 
views are not only important in their own right, but also bear on contemporary discussion in public 
policy and applied ethics. Among the authors discussed are Green, Caird, Ritchie, Bradley, Bosanquet, 
Jones, McTaggart, Pringle-Pattison, Webb, Ward, Mackenzie, Hetherington, Muirhead, Collingwood 
and Oakeshott. The writings of idealist philosophers from Canada, South Africa, and India are also 
examined. Contributors include Avital Simhony, Darin Nesbitt, Carol A. Keene, Stamatoula Panagakou, 
David Boucher, Leslie Armour, Jan Olof Bengtsson, Thom Brooks, James Connelly, Philip MacEwen, 
Efraim Podoksik, Elizabeth Trott and William Sweet.

British Idealism and International Thought

This book gives a comprehensive account of the British Idealist approach to international relations 
from the 1880s to 1930s. In an attempt to historically contextualise the shifts in several British Idealists' 
approaches to the nature of international relations and human rights, it focuses on their reflections on 
the Second Boer War, the Great War and the League of Nations. The ensuing discussion offers valuable 
insights into British Idealists’ evolving approaches to the topics of imperialism, cosmopolitanism, 
internationalism, multiculturalism and human rights. While the pioneering Idealists like T.H. Green and 
Bernard Bosanquet are acknowledged as those who set the tone of discussion on these central issues, 
works by minor British Idealists such as J.S. Mackenzie, J.H. Muirhead, Henry Jones, R.B. Haldane 
and H.J.W. Hetherington reveal British Idealism’s capacity for adaptation to novel ideational positions 
under adverse international conditions.

An Intellectual History of British Social Policy



Idealism became the dominant philosophical school of thought in late nineteenth-century Britain. In this 
original and stimulating study, Sandra den Otter examines its roots in Greek and German thinking and 
locates it among the prevalent methodologies and theories of the period: empiricism and positivism, 
naturalism, evolution, and utilitarianism. In particular, she sets it in the context of the late nineteenth- 
and early twentieth-century debate about a science of society and the contemporary preoccupation 
with `community'.

British Idealism and Social Explanation

This book examines the British tradition of common good politics, both historically and in the contem-
porary world. We live in a time when many anti-Conservative parties and voters feel a profound sense 
of crisis and disorientation over political principles and policy directions. As a result, many people 
are turning to common good politics as an alternative to state-centred socialism and laissez-faire 
individualism. Colin Tyler explores the practical and intellectual history of the British idealist tradition, 
which flourished from the 1870s to the 1920s, before applying the principles of common good politics 
to contemporary issues. These issues include the positive roles that can be played by conflict within 
democratic societies, the radical demands of social justice in a diverse world, the continuing influence 
of Bush’s ‘war on terror’, international society and free speech under Tony Blair and David Cameron, 
and the relationships between economic migration, social justice and the common good. The book will 
appeal particularly to students and scholars interested in British politics, internationalism and political 
theory.

Common Good Politics

This book offers a reassessment of the political philosophy of the British Idealists, a group of once 
influential and now neglected nineteenth-century Hegelian philosophers, whose work has been much 
misunderstood. Peter Nicholson focuses on F. H. Bradley's idea of morality and moral philosophy; T. H. 
Green's theory of the Common Good, of the social nature of rights, of freedom, and of state interference; 
and Bernard Bosanquet's notorious theory of the General Will. By examining the arguments offered by 
the Idealists and by their critics the author is able to penetrate the deep layers of hostile comment laid 
down by several generations of later writers and to show that these ideas, once properly understood, 
are not only defensible but interesting and important.

The Political Philosophy of the British Idealists

This book offers an introduction to British Idealism through a study of each of the seven key thinkers 
- T. H. Green, Bernard Bosanquet, F. H. Bradley, Henry Jones, David Ritchie, R. G. Collingwood and 
Michael Oakeshott.

British Idealism and Political Theory

This book examines the legacy of philosophical idealism in twentieth century British historical and 
political thought. It demonstrates that the absolute idealism of the nineteenth century was radically 
transformed by R.G. Collingwood, Michael Oakeshott, and Benedetto Croce. These new idealists 
developed a new philosophy of history with an emphasis on the study of human agency, and historicist 
humanism. This study unearths the impact of the new idealism on the thought of a group of prominent 
revisionist historians in the welfare state period, focusing on E.H. Carr, Isaiah Berlin, G.R. Elton, Peter 
Laslett, and George Kitson Clark. It shows that these historians used the new idealism to restate the 
nature of history and to revise modern English history against the backdrop of the intellectual, social 
and political problems of the welfare state period, thus making new idealist revisionism a key tradition 
in early postwar historiography.

The Afterlife of Idealism

There has been a significant renewal of interest in the British Idealists in recent years. Scholars have 
acknowledged their critical contribution to a number of philosophical theories in the fields of politics, law, 
morality, epistemology and metaphysics.. British Idealism: A Guide for the Perplexed offers a clear and 
thorough account of this key philosophical movement, providing an outline of the key terms and central 
arguments employed by the idealists. David Boucher and Andrew Vincent lay out the historical context 
and employ analytical and critical methods to explain the philosophical background and key concepts. 
The book explores the contribution of British Idealism to contemporaneous philosophical, political and 



social debates, emphasizing the continuing relevance of the central themes of their philosophy. Geared 
towards the specific requirements of students who need to reach a sound understanding of British 
Idealism, the book serves as an ideal companion to the study of this most influential and important of 
movements.

British Idealism: A Guide for the Perplexed

In this original and stimulating study of Idealism, the dominant philosophical school of thought in 
late 19th-century Britain the author interweaves philosophical and sociological concerns to make an 
important contribution to intellectual history.

British Idealism and Social Explanation

Lectures, most of which were delivered in the last 15 years to the British Academy as Dawes Hicks 
lectures. Includes index. Locke's logical atavism / Michael Ayres -- Locke and the ethics of belief / 
J.A. Passmore -- Leibniz and Descartes / Ian Hacking -- Pre-established harmony versus constant 
conjunction / Hid©m Ishiguro -- Times, beginnings, and causes / G.E.M. Anscombe -- The naturalism of 
Book I of Hume's Treatise of human nature / David Pears -- Absolute idealism / A.M. Quinton --The 
good self and the bad self / Richard Wollheim.

Rationalism, Empiricism, and Idealism

This volume is devoted to a critical discussion and re-appraisal of the work of Anglo-American Idealists 
of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Idealism was the dominant philosophy in Britain and the 
entire English-speaking world during the last decades of the nineteenth century and the beginning 
of the twentieth. The British Idealists made important contributions to logic, metaphysics, aesthetics, 
ethics, social and political philosophy, philosophy of history, philosophy of religion and philosophy of 
mind. Their legacy awaits further exploration and reassessment, and this book is a contribution to 
this task. The essays in this collection display many aspects of contemporary concern with idealistic 
philosophy: they range from treatments of logic to consideration of the Absolute, personal idealism, 
the philosophy of religion, philosophy of art, philosophy of action, and moral and political philosophy. 
During the first decade of the twenty-first century, the work of the Anglo-American Idealists has once 
again been widely discussed and re-considered, and new pathways of research and investigation have 
been opened.

Anglo-American Idealism

This is the first book to provide comprehensive coverage of the full range of philosophical writing 
in Britain in the nineteenth century. A team of experts provide new accounts of both major and 
lesser-known thinkers, and explores the diverse approaches in the period to logic and metaphysics, 
the passions, morality, criticism, and politics.--

The Oxford Handbook of British Philosophy in the Nineteenth Century

This book is Michael Oakeshott's discussion of the relationships between the most important perspec-
tives from which we experience the world.

Experience and its Modes

This book uncovers the philosophical foundations of a tradition of ethical socialism best represented 
in the work of R.H. Tawney, tracing its roots back to the work of T.H. Green. Green and his colleagues 
developed a philosophy that rejected the atomistic individualism and empiricist assumptions that 
underpinned classical liberalism and helped to found a new political ideology based around four notions: 
the common good; a positive view of freedom; equality of opportunity; and an expanded role for the 
state. The book shows how Tawney adopted the key features of the idealists’ philosophical settlement 
and used them to help shape his own notions of true freedom and equality, thereby establishing a 
tradition of thought which remains relevant in British politics today.

T.H. Green and the Development of Ethical Socialism

This book is volume one of a two-part series. Taken together, the two volumes of A Philosopher at 
War examine the political thought of the philosopher and archaeologist, R.G. Collingwood, against the 



background of the First and Second World Wars. Collingwood served in Admiralty Intelligence during 
the First World War and although he was not physically robust enough to play an active role in the 
Second World War, he was swift to condemn the policies of appeasement which he thought largely 
responsible for bringing it about. The author uses a blend of political philosophy, history and discussion 
of political policy to uncover what Collingwood says about the First World War, the Peace Treaty which 
followed it, and the crises which led to the Second World War in 1939, together with the response he 
mustered to it before his death in 1943. The aim is to reveal the kind of liberalism he valued and explain 
why he valued it. By 1940 Collingwood came to see that a liberalism separated from Christianity would 
be unable to meet the combined evils of Fascism and Nazism. How Collingwood arrived at this position, 
and how viable he finally considered it, is the story told in these volumes.

A Philosopher and Appeasement

In the first full length examination of the topic, Ethical Citizenship rediscovers a significant and distinc-
tive contribution to how we might understand citizenship today. Leading international scholars bring 
together theory and practice to explore its historical roots, contemporary relevance and application to 
international politics.

Ethical Citizenship

Showing the inseparability of the British idealists' social and political radicalism from the inherent logic 
of idealism, this book makes extensive use of previously unpublished British idealist manuscripts.

Idealist Political Philosophy

W. J. Mander presents a history of metaphysics in nineteenth-century Britain. The story focuses on 
the elaboration of, and differing reactions to, the concept of the unknowable or unconditioned, first 
developed by Sir William Hamilton in the 1829. The idea of an ultimate but unknowable way that 
things really are in themselves may be seen as supplying a narrative arc that runs right through 
the metaphysical systems of the period in question. These thought schemes may be divided into 
three broad groups which were roughly consecutive in their emergence but also overlapping as they 
continued to develop. In the first instance there were the doctrines of the agnostics who developed 
further Hamilton's basic idea that fundamental reality lies for the great part beyond our cognitive reach. 
These philosophies were followed immediately by those of the empiricists and, in the last third of the 
century, the idealists: both of these schools of thought—albeit in profoundly different ways—reacted 
against the epistemic pessimism of the agnostics. Mander offers close textual readings of the main 
contributions to First Philosophy made by the key philosophers of the period (such as Hamilton, Mansel, 
Spencer, Mill, and Bradley) as well as some less well known figures (such as Bain, Clifford, Shadworth 
Hodgson, Ferrier, and John Grote). By presenting, interpreting, criticising, and connecting together 
their various contrasting ideas, this book explains how the three traditions developed and interacted 
with one another to comprise the history of metaphysics in Victorian Britain.

The Unknowable

Often regarded as an aberrant phase in the history of late 19th and early 20th-century philosophy, 
British Idealism provoked a wide range of attacks and replies from all the major figures of the time, 
such as Sidgwick, Dewey, Broad and Russell. This work reflects the shifting intellectual boundaries of 
British Thought between 1860 and 1920.

Biographical Encyclopedia of British Idealism

Idealist Alternatives to Materialist Philosophies of Science (ed. Philip MacEwen) presents some of the 
major challenges to materialist interpretations of science while also giving materialism a full hearing.

Idealist Alternatives to Materialist Philosophies of Science

Presents an introduction to the ideas of major Western philosophers, including Aristotle, Augustine, 
John Locke, and Karl Marx.

A Little History of Philosophy



German writers, from Luther and Goethe to Heine, Brecht, and Günter Grass, have had a profound 
influence on the modern world. This Very Short Introduction presents an engrossing tour of the course 
of German literature from the late Middle Ages to the present, focussing especially on the last 250 
years. Emphasizing the economic and religious context of many masterpieces of German literature, 
it highlights how they can be interpreted as responses to social and political changes within an often 
violent and tragic history. The result is a new and clear perspective which illuminates the power of 
German literature and the German intellectual tradition, and its impact on the wider cultural world. 
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains 
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get 
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, 
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

German Literature: A Very Short Introduction

This book provides an exposition and critical examination of Collingwood's philosophy of history, 
in which Collingwood's views are read in the light of his metaphilosophy. Collingwood's philosophy 
of history is also located in relation to recent and current philosophy. Although the author argues 
that Collingwood's conception of the subject matter of history may require some revision, he is 
generally sympathetic to the aims and methods of Collingwood's project. Indeed, the author hopes 
to demonstrate that these aims and methods are still of great value.

The Foundations of History

"Drawing on recent historical research, this book: reconsiders and challenges many long-held beliefs 
about the 'evolution' of social policy; presents a wide-ranging reappraisal of links between social 
theories and changes in social policy; pays particular attention to the importance of idealist social 
thought as an intellectual framework for understanding the 'welfare state'; and has a distinctive focus 
on the importance of ideas in the history of social policy." "The book provides a valuable framework 
that exposes many of the assumptions about the nature of 'welfare' and its future direction, making it 
important reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students, and researchers in the field of social 
policy."--BOOK JACKET.

An Intellectual History of British Social Policy

One of the most important philosophers of recent times, Elizabeth Anscombe wrote books and articles 
on a wide range of topics, including the ground-breaking monograph Intention. Her work is original, 
challenging, often difficult, always insightful; but it has frequently been misunderstood, and its overall 
significance is still not fully appreciated. This book is the first major study of Anscombe's philosophical 
oeuvre. In it, Roger Teichmann presents Anscombe's main ideas, bringing out their interconnections, 
elaborating and discussing their implications, pointing out objections and difficulties, and aiming to give 
a unified overview of her philosophy. Many of Anscombe's arguments are relevant to contemporary 
debates, as Teichmann shows, and on a number of topics what Anscombe has to say constitutes 
a powerful alternative to dominant or popular views. Among the writings discussed are Intention, 
'Practical Inference', 'Modern Moral Philosophy', 'Rules, Rights and Promises', 'On Brute Facts', 
'The First Person', 'The Intentionality of Sensation', 'Causality and Determination', An Introduction to 
Wittgenstein's Tractatus, 'The Question of Linguistic Idealism', and a number of other pieces, including 
some that are little known or hard to obtain. A complete bibliography of Anscombe's writings is also 
included. Ranging from the philosophy of action, through ethics, to philosophy of mind, metaphysics, 
and the philosophy of logic and language, this book is a study of one of the most significant bodies of 
work in modern philosophy, spanning more than fifty years, and as pertinent today as ever.

The Philosophy of Elizabeth Anscombe

This volume begins with the rise of German Idealism and Romanticism, traces the developments of 
naturalism, positivism, and materialism and of later-century attempts to combine idealist and naturalist 
modes of thought. Written by a team of leading international scholars this crucial period of philosophy 
is examined from the novel perspective of themes and lines of thought which cut across authors, 
disciplines, and national boundaries. This fresh approach will open up new ways for specialists and 
students to conceptualise the history of 19th-century thought within philosophy, politics, religious 
studies and literature.



Edinburgh Critical History of Nineteenth-Century Philosophy

"The Oxford Handbook of British Philosophy of the 17th Century provides an advanced comprehen-
sive overview of the issues that are informing research on the subject of British philosophy in the 
seventeenth century, while at the same time offering new directions for research to take. It covers the 
whole of the seventeenth century, ranging from Francis Bacon to John Locke and Isaac Newton. The 
book contains five parts: the introductory Part I examines the state of the discipline and the nature 
of its practitioners as the century unfolded; Part II discusses the leading natural philosophers and 
the philosophy of nature, including Bacon, Boyle, and Newton; Part III covers knowledge and the 
human faculty of the understanding; Part IV explores the leading topics in British moral philosophy 
from the period; and Part V concerns political philosophy. In addition to dealing with canonical authors 
and celebrated texts, such as Thomas Hobbes and his Leviathan, it discusses many less-well-known 
figures and debates from the period whose importance is only now being appreciated."--Publisher's 
description.

British Philosophy in the Seventeenth Century

Contents Introduction: Why Idealism Matters Part 1: Ancient Idealism 1. Parmenides and the Birth 
of Ancient Idealism 2. Plato and Neoplatonism Part 2: Early Modern Idealism 3. Phenomenalism 
and Idealism I: Descartes and Malebranche 4. Phenomenalism and Idealism II: Leibniz and Berkeley 
Part 3: German Idealism 5. Immanuel Kant: Cognition, Freedom and Teleology 6. Fichte and the 
System of Freedom 7. Philosophy of Nature and the Birth of Absolute Idealism: Schelling 8. Hegel and 
Hegelianism: Mind, Nature and Logic Part 4: British Idealism 9. British Absolute Idealism: From Green 
to Bradley 10. Personal Idealism: From Ward to McTaggart 11. Naturalist Idealism: Bernard Bosanquet 
12. Criticisms and Persistent Misconceptions of Idealism 13. Actual Occasions and Eternal Objects: 
The Process Metaphysics of Alfred North Whitehead. Part 5: Contemporary Idealisms 14. Autopoiesis: 
Idealist Biology I 15. Autonomous Agents: Idealist Biology II 16. Contemporary Philosophical Idealisms

Idealism

This book is about education, learning, rational inquiry, philosophy, science studies, problem solving, 
academic inquiry, global problems, wisdom and, above all, the urgent need for an academic revolution. 
Despite this range and diversity of topics, there is a common underlying theme. Education ought to be 
devoted, much more than it is, to the exploration real-life, open problems; it ought not to be restricted to 
learning up solutions to already solved problems - especially if nothing is said about the problems that 
provoked the solutions in the first place. A central task of philosophy ought to be to keep alive awareness 
of our unsolved fundamental problems - especially our most fundamental problem of all, encompassing 
all others: How can our human world - and the world of sentient life more generally - imbued with the 
experiential, consciousness, free will, meaning and value, exist and best flourish embedded as it is in 
the physical universe? This is both our fundamental intellectual problem and our fundamental problem 
of living. The essays in this volume seek to provoke a concerted effort to transform our institutions of 
learning so that they become rationally and effectively devoted to helping us learn how to create a 
wiser world. Our most serious problems of living are so grim, so imbued with suffering, wasted lives 
and unnecessary death, that the idea of approaching them in a playful spirit seems sacrilegious. We 
need to keep alive tackling of intellectual problems so that playful capacities can be exercised - if for no 
other reason (and other reasons there are, of course, aplenty). There are two really worthy impulses 
behind all rational inquiry: delight and compassion.

Global Philosophy

First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

A Hundred Years of British Philosophy

Colonial civil servant, Fabian socialist, and eminence grise of the Bloombury Circle, Leonard Woolf 
was one of the most prolific writers on international relations of the early to mid-Twentieth Century. 
His report for the Fabian Society, International Government , was influential on the creation of the 
League of Nations. He was co-founder of the popular pressure group, the League of Nations Society. 
He was a leading critic of empire. He helped to educate the British Labour Party on global issues, 
constructing, in 1929, its first credible foreign policy. With his wife, Virginia, he founded the celebrated 
Hogarth Press. He pioneered 'functionalist' and 'transnationalist' theory. He pioneered documentary 



journalism. He wrote towards the end of his long life one of the most insightful autobiographies of the 
Twentieth Century. This book examines the thought of this fascinating and relatively unknown political 
thinker. It thoroughly reassesses his ideas, for decades condemned as 'utopian', in the context of the 
much more fluid international scene of theTwenty-First century. In particular, it asks have his ideas 
about international government gained new pertinence in the post-Cold War world?

The International Theory of Leonard Woolf

This volume contains selections from the philosophical writings of James Frederick Ferrier 
(1808–1864). Ferrier was the Professor of Moral Philosophy at the University of St Andrews between 
1845 and 1864 and he was one of the earliest post-Hegelian British idealists. He develops a system of 
absolute idealism via a rejection of the Scottish school of common sense and Enlightenment philosophy 
in general. These selections focus on his primary philosophical interests: epistemology and ontology. 
Ferrier denies the possibility of a science of man and suggests that philosophy should focus on 
self-consciousness, the defining feature of humanity.

James Frederick Ferrier: Selected Writings

The first comprehensive survey of the international impact of German Idealist philosophy on science, 
religion, sociology and the humanities.

The Impact of Idealism
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