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On The Historicity Of Jesus Why We Might Have Reason
For Doubt Richard Carrier

#historicity of Jesus #Richard Carrier #Jesus historicity doubt #historical Jesus research #Jesus mythicism
arguments

This work by Richard Carrier critically examines the historical evidence for Jesus, presenting com-
pelling reasons for skepticism and inviting readers to deeply consider the foundations of traditional
beliefs. It offers a meticulous analysis, challenging established narratives and providing an alternative
perspective on the historicity debate.
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On the Historicity of Jesus

The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been questioned in the
course of the last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have been raised have usually been put
to rest in favor of imagining a blend of the historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving
records of Jesus. Carrier re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect the
more daring assumption is correct. He lays out extensive research on the evidence for Jesus and the
origins of Christianity and poses the key questions that must now be answered if the historicity of Jesus
is to survive as a dominant paradigm. Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical
Jesus with the most credible theory of Christian origins if a historical Jesus did not exist. Such a theory
would posit that the Jesus figure was originally conceived of as a celestial being known only through
private revelations and hidden messages in scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history
were crafted to communicate the claims of the gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came to be
believed or promoted in the struggle for control of the Christian churches that survived the tribulations
of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory more credible than has been previously imagined.
He explains why it offers a better explanation for all the disparate evidence surviving from the first two
centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need a more careful and robust theory of cultural
syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of the second-temple period and the most popular
features of pagan religion and philosophy of the time. For anyone intent on defending a historical Jesus,
this is the book to challenge.

Proving History

This in-depth discussion of New Testament scholarship and the challenges of history as a whole
proposes Bayes’s Theorem, which deals with probabilities under conditions of uncertainty, as a solution
to the problem of establishing reliable historical criteria. The author demonstrates that valid historical
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methods—not only in the study of Christian origins but in any historical study—can be described by,
and reduced to, the logic of Bayes’s Theorem. Conversely, he argues that any method that cannot be
reduced to this theorem is invalid and should be abandoned. Writing with thoroughness and clarity,
the author explains Bayes’s Theorem in terms that are easily understandable to professional historians
and laypeople alike, employing nothing more than well-known primary school math. He then explores
precisely how the theorem can be applied to history and addresses numerous challenges to and
criticisms of its use in testing or justifying the conclusions that historians make about the important
persons and events of the past. The traditional and established methods of historians are analyzed
using the theorem, as well as all the major "historicity criteria” employed in the latest quest to establish
the historicity of Jesus. The author demonstrates not only the deficiencies of these approaches but
also ways to rehabilitate them using Bayes’s Theorem. Anyone with an interest in historical methods,
how historical knowledge can be justified, new applications of Bayes’s Theorem, or the study of the
historical Jesus will find this book to be essential reading.

Questioning the Historicity of Jesus

This volume explains the inadequacy of the sources and methods used to establish Jesus’ historicity,
and how agnosticism can reasonably be upgraded to theorising about ahistoricity when reconsidering
Christian origins.

Sense and Goodness Without God

If God does not exist, then what does? Is there good and evil, and should we care? How do we

know what'’s true anyway? And can we make any sense of this universe, or our own lives? Sense and
Goodness answers all these questions in lavish detail, without complex jargon. A complete worldview is
presented and defended, covering every subject from knowledge to art, from metaphysics to morality,
from theology to politics. Topics include free will, the nature of the universe, the meaning of life, and
much more, arguing from scientific evidence that there is only a physical, natural world without gods
or spirits, but that we can still live a life of love, meaning, and joy.

Jesus from Outer Space

The earliest Christians believed Jesus was an ancient celestial being who put on a bodysuit of flesh,
died at the hands of dark forces, and then rose from the dead and ascended back into the heavens.
But the writing we have today from that first generation of Christians never says where they thought
he landed, where he lived, or where he died. The idea that Jesus toured Galilee and visited Jerusalem
arose only a lifetime later, in unsourced legends written in a foreign land and language. Many sources
repeat those legends, but none corroborate them. Why? What exactly was the original belief about
Jesus, and how did this belief change over time? In Jesus from Outer Space, noted philosopher

and historian Richard Carrier summarizes for a popular audience the scholarly research on these
and related questions, revealing in turn how modern attempts to conceal, misrepresent, or avoid the
actual evidence calls into question the entire field of Jesus studies--and present-day beliefs about how
Christianity began.

Beyond the Quest for the Historical Jesus

In the past forty years, while historical-critical studies were seeking with renewed intensity to reconstruct
events behind the biblical texts, not least the life of Jesus, two branches of literary studies were
finally reaching maturity. First, researchers were recognizing that many biblical texts are rewritings or
transformations of older texts that still exist, thus giving a clearer sense of where the biblical texts came
from; and second, studies in the ancient art of composition clarified the biblical texts' unity and purpose,
that is to say, where biblical texts were headed. The work of tracing literary indebtedness and art is far
from finished but it is already possible and necessary to draw a conclusion: it is that, bluntly, Jesus did
not exist as a historical individual. This is not as negative as may at first appear. In a deeply personal
coda, Brodie begins to develop a new vision of Jesus as an icon of God's presence in the world and in
human history.

Jesus Did Not Exist

For a lay audience, and with help from historian Richard Carrier, religious studies scholar Raphael
Lataster considers the best arguments for and against the existence of the so-called Historical Jesus;



the Jesus of atheists. Parts 1 & 2 analyse the cases made by Bart Ehrman and Maurice Casey, who
assert that Jesus definitely existed. Their arguments are found to be riddled with errors, and dependent
on unreliable, and even non-existing, sources. Parts 3 & 4 discuss the more sceptical work of Lataster
and Carrier, who conclude that Christianity probably began not with a humble carpenter, but with
'visions' of a heavenly Messiah. This exciting collaboration makes it very clear why the Historical Jesus
might not have existed after all, and, to those willing to adopt a commonsensical probabilistic approach,
Jesus Did Not Exist.

Nailed: Ten Christian Myths That Show Jesus Never Existed at All

Why would anyone think Jesus never existed? Isn't it perfectly reasonable to accept that he was a real
first century figure? As it turns out, no.NAILED sheds light on ten beloved Christian myths, and, with

evidence gathered from historians across the theological spectrum, shows how they point to a Jesus
Christ created solely through allegorical alchemy of hope and imagination; a messiah transformed from
a purely literary, theological construct into the familiar figure of Jesus ' in short, a purely mythic Christ.

Did Jesus Exist?

Professor Wells argues that there was no historical Jesus, and in thus arguing he deals with the many
recent writers who have interpreted the historical Jesus as some kind of political figure in the struggle
against Rome, and calls in evidence the many contemporary theologians who agree with some of his
arguments about early Christianity. The question at issue is what all the evidence adds up to. Does it
establish that Jesus did or did not exist? Professor Wells concludes that the latter is the more likely
hypothesis.This challenge to received thinking by both Christians and non-Christians is supported by
much documentary evidence, and Professor Wells carefully examines all the relevant problems and
answers all the relevant questions. He deliberately avoids polemic and speculation, and sticks so far
as possible to the known facts and to rational inferences from the facts.

Jesus Outside the New Testament

Presents evidence and information, aside from the Christian scriptures, on the life and teaching of
Jesus Christ. Features excerpts in Roman correspondence and the early Christian writings known as
the "New Testament Apocrypha.".

Did Jesus Exist?

In Did Jesus Exist? historian and Bible expert Bart Enrman confronts the question, "Did Jesus exist at
all?" Ehrman vigorously defends the historical Jesus, identifies the most historically reliable sources
for best understanding Jesus’ mission and message, and offers a compelling portrait of the person

at the heart of the Christian tradition. Known as a master explainer with deep knowledge of the field,
Bart Ehrman methodically demolishes both the scholarly and popular “mythicist” arguments against
the existence of Jesus. Marshaling evidence from within the Bible and the wider historical record of
the ancient world, Ehrman tackles the key issues that surround the mythologies associated with Jesus
and the early Christian movement. In Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth,
Ehrman establishes the criterion for any genuine historical investigation and provides a robust defense
of the methods required to discover the Jesus of history.

Bart Ehrman and the Quest of the Historical Jesus of Nazareth

With characteristic boldness and careful reassessment of the evidence, MacDonald offers an alterna-
tive reconstruction of Q and an alternative solution to the Synoptic Problem: the Q+/Papias Hypothesis.
To do so, he reconstructs and interprets two lost books about Jesus: the earliest Gospel, which was
used as a source by the authors of Mark, Matthew, and Luke; and the earliest commentary on the
Gospels, by Papias of Hierapolis, who apparently knew Mark, Matthew, and the lost Gospel, which
he considered to be an alternative Greek translation of a Semitic Matthew. MacDonald also explores
how these two texts, well known into the fourth century, shipwrecked with the canonization of the New
Testament and the embarrassment at outmoded eschatologies in both the lost Gospel and Papias’s
Exposition.

Two Shipwrecked Gospels



A new presentation of the argument that no historical Jesus existed. A full and comprehensive survey of
the question through an examination of the early Christian record, canonical and non-canonical, from Q
to the Gospels, from the earliest Pauline epistles to the second century apologists, along with Jewish,
Gnostic, and Greco-Roman documents of the time. The philosophy of the era, its religious expression in
the pagan mystery cults, fascinating glimpses into the historical background of the period, an in-depth
consideration of the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, are only some of the additional topics covered
in the book. A richly-detailed, highly lucid and entertaining account of how Christianity began without
an historical Jesus of Nazareth, who came to life only on the pages of the Gospels. While based on
the author's work for 'The Jesus Puzzle' website, the book is almost entirely an original writing, not a
compilation of website articles. Like the website itself, the book has been styled for the general reader,
though the scholarly community will find it of value as well.

The Jesus Puzzle

About the book: David Fitzgerald's award-winning 2010 book Nailed: Ten Christian Myths That Show
Jesus Never Existed At All pointed out the top ten fatal flaws of Christianity's origin story. Now, Jesus:
Mything in Action presents the most compelling new findings in Jesus Myth theory and critically
examines its controversial reception by biblical scholars, the extent and reliability of our sources for
Jesus, and reveals the surprising history behind Jesus' evolution. In this volume: Mything in Action, vol.
| (chapters 1 - 12) looks at the myths of Jesus Mythicism: what it is and isn't; what biblical scholars
are saying about it (and why); and examines our oldest "biographical” source for Jesus - the allegorical
story we know as the Gospel of Mark.

The Christ-Myth Theory and Its Problems

Proto-orthodox Christianity started with St. Paul, but the religion had its genesis with neither Paul nor
Jesus. In Christianity, we investigate the 5000-year history and development of what became today's
Faith. The first of three parts, considers the present situation where thousands of doctrinally divergent
variants of the "Christian" faith exist. The second part explores late Judaism and the ancient Greek
religions, and delves deeper into their predecessors to find the roots of the concepts that would enter
into those Christianities found today. The third part examines the earliest centuries of the religion in
the hope of resolving the question: Was there ever a single Christianity? We will traverse the remaining
centuries looking at the middle Ages, the Age of Enlightenment and contemporary ecumenism. Packing
5000 years of history into a thin volume would be impossible except for the use of ample figures
(each worth a thousand words) in the form of maps, tables, graphs, and timelines. Encapsulations and
independent essays of topics are included that give concise summaries of key subject matter. Although
itis wished that every word be thoroughly studied and digested, skimmers can get the gist of the book's
contents from these encapsulations and figures alone.

Jesus

In The Myth of Persecution, Candida Moss, a leading expert on early Christianity, reveals how the early
church exaggerated, invented, and forged stories of Christian martyrs and how the dangerous legacy
of a martyrdom complex is employed today to silence dissent and galvanize a new generation of culture
warriors. According to cherished church tradition and popular belief, before the Emperor Constantine
made Christianity legal in the fourth century, early Christians were systematically persecuted by a
brutal Roman Empire intent on their destruction. As the story goes, vast numbers of believers were
thrown to the lions, tortured, or burned alive because they refused to renounce Christ. These saints,
Christianity's inspirational heroes, are still venerated today. Moss, however, exposes that the "Age

of Martyrs" is a fiction—there was no sustained 300-year-long effort by the Romans to persecute
Christians. Instead, these stories were pious exaggerations; highly stylized rewritings of Jewish, Greek,
and Roman noble death traditions; and even forgeries designed to marginalize heretics, inspire the
faithful, and fund churches. The traditional story of persecution is still taught in Sunday school classes,
celebrated in sermons, and employed by church leaders, politicians, and media pundits who insist that
Christians were—and always will be—persecuted by a hostile, secular world. While violence against
Christians does occur in select parts of the world today, the rhetoric of persecution is both misleading
and rooted in an inaccurate history of the early church. Moss urges modern Christians to abandon the
conspiratorial assumption that the world is out to get Christians and, rather, embrace the consolation,
moral instruction, and spiritual guidance that these martyrdom stories provide.



Christianity

A bracing call for Ingersoll-style biblical studies: a relentless demonstration of the alien and offensive
character of a book that some would use as a weapon to control the rest of us.--ROBERT M. PRICE,
PhD, Professor of Theology and Scriptural Studies, Johnnie Coleman Theological Seminary; Editor
of the Journal of Higher Criticism, Author of The Reason-Driven Life and many other works... should
be a required textbook in every academic class in biblical study .... | highly recommend this book to
the general reader as a readable and reliable guide to understanding the important results of biblical
research.--GERALD A. LARUE, Emeritus Professor of Biblical History and Archaeology, University of
Southern California; Author of numerous books on biblical issues including Old Testament Life and
Literature, Sex and the Bible, and Ancient Myth and Modern Lifeln this radical critique of his own
academic specialty, biblical scholar Hector Avalos calls for an end to biblical studies as we know them.
He outlines two main arguments for this surprising conclusion. First, academic biblical scholarship has
clearly succeeded in showing that the ancient civilization that produced the Bible held beliefs about
the origin, nature, and purpose of the world and humanity that are fundamentally opposed to the views
of modern society. The Bible is thus largely irrelevant to the needs and concerns of contemporary
human beings. Second, Avalos criticizes his colleagues for applying a variety of flawed and specious
techniques aimed at maintaining the illusion that the Bible is still relevant in today's world. In effect,
he accuses his profession of being more concerned about its self-preservation than about giving

an honest account of its own findings to the general public and faith communities.Dividing his study
into two parts, Avalos first examines the principal subdisciplines of biblical studies (textual criticism,
archaeology, historical criticism, literary criticism, biblical theology, and translations) in order to show
how these fields are still influenced by religiously motivated agendas despite claims to independence
from religious premises. In the second part, he focuses on the infrastructure that supports academic
biblical studies to maintain the value of the profession and the Bible. This infrastructure includes
academia (public and private universities and colleges), churches, the media-publishing complex,
and professional organizations such as the Society of Biblical Literature.In a controversial conclusion,
Avalos argues that our world is best served by leaving the Bible as a relic of an ancient civilization
instead of the living document most religionist scholars believe it should be. He urges his colleagues
to concentrate on educating the broader society to recognize the irrelevance and even violent effects
of the Bible in modern life.Hector Avalos (Ames, IA) is associate professor of Religious Studies at lowa
State University, the author of four books on biblical studies and religion, the former editor of the Journal
for the Critical Study of Religion, and executive director of the Committee for the Scientific Examination
of Religion.

The Myth of Persecution

An enlightening follow-up to the bestselling book The Case for Christ, In Defense of Jesus follows
award-winning journalist Lee Strobel as he explores the most explosive arguments against the identity
of Christ as the Messiah. Has modern scholarship debunked the traditional Christ? Has the church
suppressed the truth about Jesus to advance its own agenda? What if the real Jesus is far different
from the atoning Savior worshiped through the centuries? In Defense of Jesus explores such hot-button
guestions as: Did the church suppress ancient non-biblical documents that paint a more accurate
picture of Jesus than the four Gospels? Did the church distort the truth about Jesus by tampering
with early New Testament texts? Do new insights and explanations disprove the resurrection? Have
fresh arguments disqualified Jesus from being the Messiah? Did Christianity steal its core ideas from
earlier mythology? Evaluate the arguments and evidence being advanced by prominent atheists, liberal
theologians, Muslim scholars, and others. Sift through expert testimony. Then reach your own verdict
with In Defense of Jesus. This title is also available in Spanish, En defense de Jesus.

The End of Biblical Studies

Seems reasonable...perhaps Jesus was comatose. Or perhaps his body was stolen. Or maybe the
women arrived at the wrong tomb...they were grieving, after all; it would have been an honest mistake.
There are any number of explanations. Dr. William Lane Craig uses well-documented historical facts to
explore the evidence that surrounds the days following Jesus’ crucifixion. Without assuming “the Bible
says so,” Did Jesus Rise from the Dead” presents positive religious, cultural, and historical evidence for
the reality of the resurrection while breaking down the six most common hypotheses used to explain
the unusual events that unfolded from the moment Christ breathed his last. Thoroughly researched,



yet deftly digestible, Did Jesus Rise from the Dead? belongs in the library of any apologist, skeptic, or
seeker.

In Defense of Jesus

In this anthology of recent criticisms aimed at the reasonableness of Christian belief, a former
evangelical minister and apologist, author of the critically acclaimed Why | Became an Atheist, has
assembled fifteen outstanding articles by leading skeptics, expanding on themes introduced in his first
book. Central is a defense of his "outsider test of faith," arguing that believers should test their faith with
the same skeptical standards they use to evaluate the other faiths they reject, as if they were outsiders.
Experts in medicine, psychology, and anthropology join Loftus to show why, when this test is applied to
Christianity, it becomes very difficult to rationally defend. Collectively, these articles reveal that popular
Christian beliefs tend to rely on ignorance of the facts. Drawing together experts in diverse fields,
including Hector Avalos, Richard Carrier, David Eller, and Robert Price, this book deals a powerful
blow against Christian faith.

Did Jesus Rise From the Dead

This book features a learned and fascinating debate between two great Bible scholars about the New
Testament as a reliable source on the historical Jesus. Bart Ehrman, an agnostic New Testament
scholar, debates Craig Evans, an evangelical New Testament scholar, about the historical Jesus and
what constitutes "history." Their interaction includes such compelling questions as: What are sound
methods of historical investigation? What are reliable criteria for determining the authenticity of an
ancient text? What roles do reason and inference play? And, of course, interpretation? Readers of this
debate—regardless of their interpretive inclinations and biases—are sure to find some confirmation of
their existing beliefs, but they will surely also find an honest and well-informed challenge to the way
they think about the historical Jesus. The result? A more open, better informed, and questioning mind,
which is better prepared for discovering both truth and contrivance. The debate between Ehrman and
Evans along with Stewart's introductory framework make this book an excellent primer to the study of
the historical Jesus, and readers will come away with a deeper appreciation for the ongoing quest for
the historical Jesus.

The Christian Delusion

Price boldly stands up in criticism of his colleagues, embarking not to give another trite liberal
reconstruction, but instead to deconstruct the fabled figure of first-century Palestine....Deconstructing
Jesus can help scholars build more knowledge of the mystery cults and movements surrounding the
locale of Jesus' ministry, and can facilitate the integration of these notions into one's ever widening
view of the New Testament. -Ashland Theological Journal... provocative and compelling .... -Journal
of Church and StateAfter more than a century of New Testament scholarship, it has become clear
that the Jesus of the gospels is a fictive amalgam, reflecting the hopes and beliefs of the early
Christian community and revealing very little about the historical Jesus. Over the millennia since the
beginning of Christianity various congregations, from fundamentalist to liberal, have tended to produce
a Jesus figurehead that functions as a symbolic cloak for their specific theological agendas.Through
extensive research and fresh textual insights Robert M. Price paves the way for a new reconstruction
of Christian origins. Moving beyond the work of Burton L. Mack and John Dominic Crossan on Jesus
movements and Christ cults, which shows how the various Jesus figures may have amalgamated into
the patchwork savior of Christian faith, Price takes an innovative approach. He links the work of F.C.
Baur, Walter Bauer, Helmut Koester, and James M. Robinson with that of early Christ-myth theorists-two
camps of biblical analysis that have never communicated.Arguing that perhaps Jesus never existed
as a historical figure, Price maintains an agnostic stance, while putting many puzzles and scholarly
debates in a new light.He also incorporates neglected parallels from Islam, the Baha'i Faith, and
Buddhism. Deconstructing Jesus provides a valuable bridge between New Testament scholarship and
early freethinkers in a refreshing cross-fertilization of perspectives.Robert M. Price, Ph.D. (Selma, NC),
professor of scriptural studies at the Johnnie Colemon Theological Seminary, is the editor (with Jeffery
Jay Lowder) of The Empty Tomb: Jesus Beyond the Grave and the Journal of Higher Criticism. He is
also the author of Top Secret: The Truth Behind Today's Pop Mysticisms; The Paperback Apocalypse:
How the Christian Church Was Left Behind; The Reason-Driven Life: What Am | Here on Earth For?;
The Incredible Shrinking Son of Man; and Deconstructing Jesus; among other works.



Can We Trust the Bible on the Historical Jesus?

An exhaustive and critical reevaluation of all artifacts pertaining to the archaeology of Nazareth shows
that the site was not inhabited at the time Jesus Of Nazareth and his family should have been living
there.

Deconstructing Jesus

"Caesar's Messiah," a real life "Da Vinci Code," presents the dramatic and controversial discovery
that the conventional views of Christian origins may be wrong. Author Joseph Atwill makes the case
that the Christian Gospels were actually written under the direction of first-century Roman emperors.
The purpose of these texts was to establish a peaceful Jewish sect to counterbalance the militaristic
Jewish forces that had just been defeated by the Roman Emperor Titus in 70 A.D. Atwill uncovered the
secret key to this story in the writings of Josephus, the famed first-century Roman historian. Reading
Josephus's chronicle, "The War of the Jews," the author found detail after detail that closely paralleled
events recounted in the Gospels. Atwill skillfully demonstrates that the emperors used the Gospels to
spark a new religious movement that would aid them in maintaining power and order. What's more, by
including hidden literary clues, they took the story of the Emperor Titus's glorious military victory, as
recounted by Josephus, and embedded that story in the Gospels - a sly and satirical way of glorifying
the emperors through the ages.

The Myth of Nazareth

Did Jesus exist? In recent years there has been a massive upsurge in public discussion of the view that
Jesus did not exist. This view first found a voice in the 19th century, when Christian views were no longer
taken for granted. Some way into the 20th century, this school of thought was largely thought to have
been utterly refuted by the results of respectable critical scholarship (from both secular and religious
scholars). Now, many unprofessional scholars and bloggers (‘'mythicists’), are gaining an increasingly
large following for a view many think to be unsupportable. It is starting to influence the academy, more
than that it is starting to influence the views of the public about a crucial historical figure. Maurice
Casey, one of the most important Historical Jesus scholars of his generation takes the 'mythicists' to
task in this landmark publication. Casey argues neither from a religious respective, nor from that of a
committed atheist. Rather he seeks to provide a clear view of what can be said about Jesus, and of
what can't.

Caesar's messiah : the Roman conspiracy to invent Jesus

Apopular and much-loved high school American history text, written by best-selling author and history
teacher Dr. Anne Carroll. Gives proper attention to and appreciation for the role of the Catholic Church
in American history. Beginning in pre-Columbus America and concluding in the 1990's, this book
covers American history in a fast-paced yet thorough manner.With study questions at the end of each
chapter, this book can be used as a traditional textbook or as an informal read for enjoyment and
enlightenment.(455 pgs., PB.) "

Jesus: Evidence and Argument or Mythicist Myths?

Reveals the true role of James, the brother of Jesus, in early Christianity « Uses evidence from the
canonical Gospels, apocryphal texts, and the writings of the Church Fathers to reveal the teachings of
Jesus as transmitted to his chosen successor: James ¢ Demonstrates how the core message in the
teachings of Jesus is an expansion not a repudiation of the Jewish religion « Shows how James can
serve as a bridge between Christianity, Judaism, and Islam James has been a subject of controversy
since the founding of the Church. Evidence that Jesus had siblings contradicts Church dogma on the
virgin birth, and James is also a symbol of Christian teachings that have been obscured. While Peter
is traditionally thought of as the leader of the apostles and the “rock” on which Jesus built his church,
Jeffrey Btz shows that it was James who led the disciples after the crucifixion. It was James, not
Peter, who guided them through the Church'’s first major theological crisis--Paul's interpretation of the
teachings of Jesus. Using the canonical Gospels, writings of the Church Fathers, and apocryphal texts,
Bltz argues that James is the most overlooked figure in the history of the Church. He shows how

the core teachings of Jesus are firmly rooted in Hebraic tradition; reveals the bitter battles between
James and Paul for ideological supremacy in the early Church; and explains how Paul's interpretations,
which became the foundation of the Church, are in many ways its betrayal. Blitz reveals a picture of



Christianity and the true meaning of Christ's message that are sometimes at odds with established
Christian doctrine and concludes that James can serve as a desperately needed missing link between
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam to heal the wounds of centuries of enmity.

Christ and the Americas

He then traces the rise and fall of "the messianic idea™ in Jewish studies and gives an alternative
account of early Jewish messiah language: the convention worked because there existed both an
accessible pool of linguistic resources and a community of competent language users. Whereas it

is commonly objected that the normal rules for understanding "christos" do not apply in the case of
Paul since he uses the word as a name rather than a title, Novenson shows that "christos” in Paul

is neither a name nor a title but rather a Greek honorific, like Epiphanes or Augustus. Focusing on
several set phrases that have been taken as evidence that Paul either did or did not use "christos" in
its conventional sense, Novenson concludes that the question cannot be settled at the level of formal
grammar. Examining nine passages in which Paul comments on how he means the word "christos\

The Brother of Jesus and the Lost Teachings of Christianity

This comparative religion book contains a startling perspective of the extraordinary history of the
Egyptian religion and its profound influence upon the later Christian faith. The text demonstrates that
the popular god Horus and Jesus possessed many characteristics and attributes in common.

Christ Among the Messiahs
Originally presented as the author's thesis (Ph. D.)--University of Edinburgh, 2009.

The Historical Jesus

"The last few years have witnessed an unprecedented stream of blockbuster-style claims about the man
from Nazareth. Believers and sceptics alike have hardly had time to process one controversial theory
before the next one hits the market." Recent claims about the life of Jesus have raised many questions
about the historicity of the man from Nazareth. In this accessible book, John Dickson addresses such
issues as: When and where was Jesus born? Did he marry? What should we make of the 'miracles’
he is reported to have performed? How should we treat the claim that he rose from the dead? And
can we be sure that he even existed? In eleven chapters - covering the historical reliability of the New
Testament, Jesus' birth and family, his historical context, his teachings, miracles, death, resurrection
and subsequent appearances - Dickson clears away the mists of speculation, revealing the founder of
Christianity in sharp focus. This is a must-read for anyone wanting a lucid response to the controversial
conspiracy theories of the post-modern age.

Christ in Egypt

"Jesus was the leader of a radical faction of Essene priests. He was not of virgin birth. He did not die
on the Cross. He married Mary Magdalene, fathered a family, and later divorced. He died sometime
after AD 64. This controversial version of Christ's life is not the product of a mind which wants to
debunk Christianity. Barbara Thiering is a theologian and a biblical scholar. But after over twenty
years of close study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Gospels she has developed a revolutionary
new theory which, while upholding the fundamental faith of Christianity, challenges many of its most
ingrained supernaturalist beliefs. JESUS THE MAN will undoubtedly upset and even outrage those
for whom Christianity is immutable and unchangeable. But for many who have found the rituals of the
contemporary church too steeped in medieval thinking, it will provide new insights into Christianity in
the context of the 1990's.

The Arch-heretic Marcion

Dr. Skrbina presents a stunning new thesis: that Jesus Christ, son of God, was a fraud and a hoax,
constructed by St. Paul and followers. Their purpose was to undermine Rome and weaken the Gentile
masses. The evidence is strong and compelling.

Jesus: A Short Life



His study, though, provides dynamic prose renderings of what Price considers to be the themes of
Jesus' preaching, such as the Kingdom of God and possessions, as well as the creativity and influence
of Jesus' parables. Recommended for general audiences and, when used with other sources, for
undergraduates. - Religious Studies ReviewThis book is complex and highly detailed. It demands to
be read and reread carefully. Price is my kind of biblical scholar in his relentless but non-dogmatic
reasoning. This informative and gripping book shows us how the Gospel stories were put together

in order to satisfy religious craving. - Ulster HumanistThis book should be mandatory reading for all
scholars concerned with Christian origins ... nothing of comparable importance has been written for
at least a decade. - FreethinkerFor more than a century scholars have been examining the Gospels
and other traditions about the life of Jesus to determine their historical accuracy. Although the results
of these scholarly efforts are sometimes controversial, the consensus among researchers today is
that the four Evangelists' accounts cannot be taken at face value. In fact, a team of more than 100
scholars called the Jesus Seminar has come to the conclusion that on average only about 18 percent
of the four Gospels is historically accurate.An active member of the Jesus Seminar, Dr. Robert M.
Price presents the fruits of this important historical research in this fascinating discussion of early
Christianity. As the title suggests, Price is none too optimistic about the reliability of the Gospel
tradition as a source of accurate historical information about the life of Jesus. Indeed, he feels that
his colleagues in the Jesus Seminar are much too optimistic in their estimate of authentic material in
the Gospels. After an introduction to the historical-critical method for nonspecialists and a critique of
the methods used by the Jesus Seminar, Price systematically discusses the narrative and teaching
materials in the Gospel, clearly presenting what is known and not known about all of the major
episodes of Jesus' life. He also examines the parables for authenticity as well as Jesus' teachings
about the Kingdom of God, repentance, prayer, possessions and poverty, the Atonement, and many
other features of the Gospels.Written for the general reading public in a lively and accessible style, Dr.
Price's highly informative discussion will be of interest to anyone who has wondered about the origins of
Christianity.Robert M. Price, Ph.D. (Selma, NC), professor of scriptural studies at the Johnnie Colemon
Theological Seminary, is the editor (with Jeffery Jay Lowder) of The Empty Tomb: Jesus Beyond the
Grave and the Journal of Higher Criticism. He is also the author of Top Secret: The Truth Behind
Today's Pop Mysticisms; The Paperback Apocalypse: How the Christian Church Was Left Behind;
The Reason-Driven Life: What Am | Here on Earth For?; The Incredible Shrinking Son of Man; and
Deconstructing Jesus; among other works.

Jesus the Man

Our culture is well-populated with superheroes: Superman, Wonder Woman, Spider-Man, and more.
Superheroes are not a modern invention; in fact, they are prehistoric. The gods and goddesses of the
Greeks, for example, walked on water, flew, visited the land of the dead, and lived forever. Ancient
Christians told similar stories about Jesus, their primary superhero—he possessed incredible powers
of healing, walked on water, rose from the dead, and more. Dennis R. MacDonald shows how the
stories told in the Gospels parallel many in Greek and Roman epics with the aim of compelling their
readers into life-changing decisions to follow Jesus. MacDonald doesn’t call into question the existence
of Jesus but rather asks readers to examine the biblical stories about him through a new, mythological
lens.

The Jesus Hoax

How did Christianity become the dominant religion in the West? In the early first century, a small group
of peasants from the backwaters of the Roman Empire proclaimed that an executed enemy of the state
was God’s messiah. Less than four hundred years later it had become the official religion of Rome
with some thirty million followers. It could so easily have been a forgotten sect of Judaism. Through
meticulous research, Bart Ehrman, an expert on Christian history, texts and traditions, explores the way
we think about one of the most important cultural transformations the world has ever seen, one that
has shaped the art, music, literature, philosophy, ethics and economics of modern Western civilisation.

Incredible Shrinking Son of Man

To most people on the planet, the existence of Jesus is a given: "Of course he did!" They take it for
granted that he existed simply because it reaffirms their faith. But to the rest of us who don't believe
in a supernatural Jesus, the question of the historicity of Jesus is not simple. There are thousands of
different ideas about to what extent the Jesus tales were based on a real man, or men, or woman... Did



Jesus even exist, and if not, what best explains the rise of such a character in the New Testament? That
is where John W. Loftus and Robert M. Price come in. Each with decades of experience in the fields of
theology and Christian history, Loftus and Price have compiled essays from some of the top authorities
on Jesus mythicism to establish the world's first academic catalogue of mythicist beliefs. Experts

who provided chapters include David Fitzgerald, Joseph Atwill, Michael Lockwood, and more! The
guestion is no longer simply, "Did Jesus even exist?" In this compilation, you'll find yourself questioning
everything about the Christ story and how it truly began.

Mythologizing Jesus
The Triumph of Christianity
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