
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Rousseau philosophy, political theory, Enlightenment thought, social contract

The Essential Writings Of Jean Jacques Rousseau
#Jean-Jacques Rousseau #Rousseau philosophy #political theory #Enlightenment thought #social contract 

Explore the profound insights of Jean-Jacques Rousseau through this collection of his essential 
writings. Delving into revolutionary concepts of political theory, human nature, and the social contract, 
this compilation offers a critical understanding of the Enlightenment philosopher's enduring influence 
on modern thought and democratic ideals.
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The Essential Writings of Rousseau

Newly translated by Peter Constantine Edited and with an Introduction by Leo Damrosch The Essential 
Writings of Rousseau collects the best and most indispensable work of one of the world’s most 
influential writers. A towering figure of Enlightenment thought, Jean-Jacques Rousseau was also one 
of that movement’s most passionate and persuasive critics. His extraordinarily original observations 
on politics, education, and human nature were provocative in their day and remain resonant more 
than two hundred years after his death. Rousseau’s 1762 treatise The Social Contract laid intellectual 
groundwork for both the American and French Revolutions, influencing such figures as Thomas 
Jefferson. An eloquent writer with profound insight into human psychology, Rousseau also penned 
one of the most compelling autobiographies ever written—the magisterial Confessions. The entirety of 
the first three books of that masterpiece along with the complete Social Contract are included in this 
indispensable volume.

The Essential Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

This carefully edited Jean-Jacques Rousseau collection has been designed and formatted to the 
highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Table of Contents: Novels Emile, 
or On Education New Heloise (An Excerpt) Political Writings The Social Contract Discourse on the 
Origin of Inequality Among Men Discourse on the Arts and Sciences A Discourse on Political Economy 
Autobiography Confessions Criticism on Rousseau Rousseau and Romanticism (Irving Babbitt)

The Essential Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Translated by Peter Constantine Edited and with an new introduction by Leo Damrosch 'Man is born 
free, and everywhere he is in chains' is the dramatic opening line of The Social Contract, published in 
1762. Quoted by politicians and philosophers alike, the power of this sentence continues to resonate. 
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It laid the groundwork for both the American and French Revolutions, and is considered a foundational 
text in the development of the modern principles of human rights. Rousseau was an extraordinary 
visionary and a revolutionary thinker. The Essential Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau collects his 
best and most indispensable work. The book includes: Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of 
Inequality Among Men and The Social Contract in full, plus selections from Ã%mile, a treatise on 
education, the autobiographical Reveries of the Solitary Walker and Julie, or the New HÃ©loÃ �se,an 
epistolary novel.

The Essential Rousseau

With splendid new translations, these four major works offer a superlative introduction to a great social 
philosopher whose ideas helped spark a revolution that has still not ended. Can individual freedom and 
social stability be reconciled? What is the function of government? What are the benefits and liabilities 
of civilization? What is the original nature of man, and how can he most fully realize his potential? These 
were the questions that Jean-Jacques Rousseau investigated in works that helped set the stage for 
the French Revolution and have since stood as eloquent expressions of revolutionary views, not only in 
politics but also in such areas as personal lifestyles and educational practices. Rousseau’s concepts of 
the natural goodness of man, the corrupting influence of social institutions, and the right and the power 
of the people to overthrow their oppressors and create new and more responsive forms of government 
and society are as richly relevant today as they were in eighteenth-century France. Includes: The Social 
Contract Discourse on Inequality Discourse on the Arts and Sciences “The Creed of a Savoyard Priest” 
(from Emile)

The Essential Rousseau

While some modern lovers of philosophy, literature, and politics might not agree with his views, 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau was undoubtedly one of the most influential thinkers in Western civilization. 
Rousseau was certainly controversial during his time, as his writings were revolutionary for contempo-
rary audiences. "Basic Political Writings" contains four essential political works written by Rousseau: 
"Discourse on the Science and the Arts," "Discourse on the Origin of Inequality," "Discourse on Political 
Economy," and "On the Social Contract." In these works, he lays out the basic foundation of society 
and how it has evolved since the origins of man. Then, he describes how society is pulling mankind 
away from the laws of nature. Foundational to his point of view is Rousseau's argument that there 
are no true personal possessions in nature, only the community. He writes that it was the rise of 
personal possessions that allowed certain people to make powerful gains, and they were the ones who 
controlled the political spectrum. However, Rousseau offers hope by explaining that men can change 
their government; they do not have to be chained by their possessions or other symbolic constraints. 
The author's concept of the general will is astounding, and he has since been both praised and criticized 
for his beliefs. Regardless of whether the reader agrees with Rousseau's political theories, the works 
in "Basic Political Writings" are essential reading for anyone looking to better understand the forces at 
work behind the rise of civilizations, power, and politics.

Basic Political Writings

'Man was born free, and everywhere he is in chains.' These are the famous opening words of a 
treatise that has stirred vigorous debate ever since its first publication in 1762. Rejecting the view 
that anyone has a natural right to wield authority over others, Rousseau argues instead for a pact, 
or 'social contract', that should exist between all the citizens of a state and that should be the source 
of sovereign power. From this fundamental premise, he goes on to consider issues of liberty and law, 
freedom and justice, arriving at a view of society that has seemed to some a blueprint for totalitarianism, 
to others a declaration of democratic principles. Translated by Quintin Hoare With a new introduction 
by Christopher Bertram

Émile

This “fresh new rendition of Rousseau’s major political writings is a boon for scholars and students 
alike”—with a critical introduction by the translator (Richard Boyd, Georgetown University). Individualist 
and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Progressive and reactionary. Since the eighteenth 
century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been called all of these things. Few philosophers have been 
the subject of such intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that Rousseau is among the most 
important political thinkers in history. Renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott highlights his enduring 



influence with this superb new edition of his major political writings. This volume includes authoritative 
and lucid new translations of the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin 
and Foundations of Inequality Among Men, and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show 
Rousseau developing his well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems 
posed by life in society. With the Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to argue 
that democracy is the only legitimate form of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction 
enhances our understanding of these foundational writings, providing background information, social 
and historical context, and guidance for interpreting the works. Throughout, translation and editorial 
notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately familiar to most readers.

Of The Social Contract and Other Political Writings

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was an 18th century Genevan philosopher and writer. His Basic Political 
Writings which contain his political philosophy, influenced the Enlightenment in France and across 
Europe, as well as aspects of the French Revolution and the overall development of modern political 
and educational thought. This edition of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Basic Political Writings contains 
Rousseau's most important political writings such as A Discourse on Inequality in which Rousseau 
discusses two types of inequality: natural, or physical inequality, and ethical, or moral inequality. This 
edition also contains Jean-Jacques Rousseau's The Social Contract and A Discource on Political 
Economy. Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Basic Political Writings is often required textbook reading in the 
following disciplines: politics & social sciences, philosophy, humanities, and history.

The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access 
license. This exciting new text presents the first overview of Jean Jacques Rousseau's work from 
a political science perspective. Was Rousseau--the great theorist of the French Revolution--really a 
conservative? This original study argues that the he was a constitutionalist much closer to Madison, 
Montesquieu, and Locke than to revolutionaries. Outlining his profound opposition to Godless ma-
terialism and revolutionary change, this book finds parallels between Rousseau and Burke, as well 
as showing how Rousseau developed the first modern theory of nationalism. The book presents an 
integrated political analysis of Rousseau's educational, ethical, religious and political writings, and will 
be essential reading for students of politics, philosophy and the history of ideas.

The Essential Rousseau

In this third and final volume of his masterly biography, Maurice Cranston traces the last tempestuous 
years of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's life. From his brilliant authorship of the Confessions, the Dialogues, 
and the Reveries to his controversial religious views, from his notorious public quarrel with David Hume 
in England to his clandestine return to France, from his unsettled wanderings to his death in 1778 - 
these and other critical events in Rousseau's most embattled years are detailed in this sympathetic yet 
balanced portrait. In 1762, with the condemnation of Emile and The Social Contract harried by both 
church and state, Rousseau fled Paris, seeking refuge in Neuchatel and England. Deemed a social 
outcast and beset by feelings of persecution and abuse, not wholly unwarranted, the philosopher turned 
in despair to the production of autobiographical works intended to reveal his essential innocence and 
integrity. Through this bitter introspection, Rousseau transformed his solitude into some of the most 
enduring literature of his time.

Basic Political Writings

This carefully edited Jean-Jacques Rousseau collection has been designed and formatted to the 
highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Table of Contents: Novels Emile, 
or On Education New Heloise (An Excerpt) Political Writings The Social Contract Discourse on the 
Origin of Inequality Among Men Discourse on the Arts and Sciences A Discourse on Political Economy 
Autobiography Confessions Criticism on Rousseau Rousseau and Romanticism (Irving Babbitt)

The Political Philosophy of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

A collection of the essential works of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, one of leading thinkers of the Enlighten-
ment. "The Confessions," regarded as the first modern autobiography, combines a retelling of the first 



fifty three years of his eventful with life, with astute psychological self-analysis. "The Social Contract" 
and "Discourse on Inequality" are cornerstones of modern political and social theory.

Thoughts of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

A collection of the essential works of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, one of leading thinkers of the Enlighten-
ment. "The Confessions," regarded as the first modern autobiography, combines a retelling of the first 
fifty three years of his eventful with life, with astute psychological self-analysis. "The Social Contract" 
and "Discourse on Inequality" are cornerstones of modern political and social theory.

The Solitary Self

An essential general reader and course adoption anthology

The Essential Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Memoirs, The Social Contract, Discourse on Inequality, Discourse on Political Economy & Discourse 
on the Effect of the Arts and Sciences on Morality

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Memoirs, The Social Contract, Discourse on Inequality, Discourse on Political Economy & Discourse 
on the Effect of the Arts and Sciences on Morality

Published between 1762 and 1765, these writings are the last works Rousseau wrote for publication 
during his lifetime. Responding in each to the censorship and burning of Emile and Social Contract, 
Rousseau airs his views on censorship, religion, and the relation between theory and practice in politics. 
The Letter to Beaumont is a response to a Pastoral Letter by Christophe de Beaumont, Archbishop of 
Paris (also included in this volume), which attacks the religious teaching in Emile. Rousseau's response 
concerns the general theme of the relation between reason and revelation and contains his most explicit 
and boldest discussions of the Christian doctrines of creation, miracles, and original sin. In Letters 
Written from the Mountain, a response to the political crisis in Rousseau's homeland of Geneva caused 
by a dispute over the burning of his works, Rousseau extends his discussion of Christianity and shows 
how the political principles of the Social Contract can be applied to a concrete constitutional crisis. One 
of his most important statements on the relation between political philosophy and political practice, it 
is accompanied by a fragmentary "History of the Government of Geneva." Finally, "Vision of Peter of 
the Mountain, Called the Seer" is a humorous response to a resident of Motiers who had been inciting 
attacks on Rousseau during his exile there. Taking the form of a scriptural account of a vision, it is 
one of the rare examples of satire from Rousseau's pen and the only work he published anonymously 
after his decision in the early 1750s to put his name on all his published works. Within its satirical 
form, the "Vision" contains Rousseau's last public reflections on religious issues. Neither the Letter to 
Beaumont nor the Letters Written from the Mountain has been translated into English since defective 



translations that appeared shortly after their appearance in French. These are the first translations of 
both the "History" and the "Vision."

On Philosophy, Morality, and Religion

'No true Democracy has ever existed, nor ever will exist.' In this selection from The Social Contract, 
Rousseau asserts that a state's only legitimate political authority comes from its people. One of 46 new 
books in the bestselling Little Black Classics series, to celebrate the first ever Penguin Classic in 1946. 
Each book gives readers a taste of the Classics' huge range and diversity, with works from around 
the world and across the centuries - including fables, decadence, heartbreak, tall tales, satire, ghosts, 
battles and elephants.

The Political Writings of Jean Jacques Rousseau - Scholar's Choice Edition

'No one can write a man's life except himself.' In his Confessions Jean-Jacques Rousseau tells the story 
of his life, from the formative experience of his humble childhood in Geneva, through the achievement 
of international fame as novelist and philosopher in Paris, to his wanderings as an exile, persecuted 
by governments and alienated from the world of modern civilization. In trying to explain who he was 
and how he came to be the object of others' admiration and abuse, Rousseau analyses with unique 
insight the relationship between an elusive but essential inner self and the variety of social identities 
he was led to adopt. The book vividly illustrates the mixture of moods and motives that underlie the 
writing of autobiography: defiance and vulnerability, self-exploration and denial, passion, puzzlement, 
and detachment. Above all, Confessions is Rousseau's search, through every resource of language, 
to convey what he despairs of putting into words: the personal quality of one's own existence. ABOUT 
THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of 
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, 
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions 
by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and 
much more.

The Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Political Writings of Jean Jacques Rousseau

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Thoughts of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, citizen of Geneva

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 



stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Letter to Beaumont, Letters Written from the Mountain, and Related Writings

The work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau is presented in two volumes, together forming a comprehensive 
anthology of Rousseau's political writings in English. This second volume contains the earlier writings 
such as the First and Second Discourses, the publication of which signalled the power and challenge 
of Rousseau's thinking. Rousseau's influence was wide reaching and has continued to grow since his 
death: major landmarks in world history, such as the American and French Revolutions, were profoundly 
affected by Rousseau's writing, as were cultural and intellectual movements such as Romanticism and 
Idealism. This volume, like its successor, contains a comprehensive introduction, chronology and guide 
to further reading and will enable students to obtain a full understanding of the writings of one of the 
world's greatest thinkers.

The Body Politic

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was one of the greatest--and most influential--political philosophers of all 
time. His writings influenced America's founding fathers; later, with less salutary results, elements of 
his thinking were adopted by the leaders of the French Revolution. This essential edition of Rousseau's 
writings includes his most classic political essays: "On the Social Contract," "Discourse on the Sciences 
and the Arts," "Discourse on the Origin and Foundation of Inequality among Men," "A Discourse on 
Political Economy," and "The State of War." It also includes an extended introduction to Rousseau and 
his thought, as well as notes to clarify and explain Rousseau for the modern reader.

Confessions

Jean-Jacques Rousseau the writer-philosopher was a practicing musician and theorist for years before 
publication of his first Discourse, but scholars have neglected these fertile, inexhaustible ideas because 
they were either unavailable in a critical edition or viewed as standing outside the aegis of his system 
of thought. This graceful translation remedies both those failings by bringing together the Essay with 
a comprehensive selection of the musical writings. Many of the latter are responses to authors like 
Rameau, Grimm, and Raynal, and a unique feature of this edition is the inclusion of writings by 
these authors to help establish the historical and ideological context of Rousseau's writings and the 
intellectual exchanges of which they are a part.

The Social Contract and Discourses

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Political Writings of Jean Jacques Rousseau, Ed. from Theoriginal Manuscripts and Authentic 
Editions



Bringing together critical assessments of the broad range of Rousseau's thought, with a particular 
emphasis on his political theory, this systematic collection is an essential resource for both student 
and scholar.

The Political Writings of Jean Jacques Rousseau, Ed. From Theoriginal Manuscripts and Authentic 
Editions; Volume 1

A fascinating examination of the relationship between civilization and inequality from one of history’s 
greatest minds The first man to erect a fence around a piece of land and declare it his own founded 
civil society—and doomed mankind to millennia of war and famine. The dawn of modern civilization, 
argues Jean-Jacques Rousseau in this essential treatise on human nature, was also the beginning of 
inequality. One of the great thinkers of the Enlightenment, Rousseau based his work in compassion for 
his fellow man. The great crime of despotism, he believed, was the raising of the cruel above the weak. 
In this landmark text, he spells out the antidote for man’s ills: a compassionate revolution to pull up the 
fences and restore the balance of mankind. This ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure 
accuracy and readability on all devices.

Thoughts of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Citizen of Geneva. Selected from His Writings;

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Rousseau: 'The Discourses' and Other Early Political Writings

Reconstructs the life of the French literary genius whose writing changed opinions and fueled fierce 
debate on both sides of the Atlantic during the period of the American and French revolutions.

The Social Contract and Other Political Writings

Essay on the Origin of Languages and Writings Related to Music
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