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Explore Wendell Berry's seminal essay, 'The Hidden Wound," a powerful reflection on the unaddressed
scars of American society and history. This influential work delves into themes of racial injustice, land
stewardship, and the profound impact of past wrongs on community and culture. Berry's timeless prose
challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths and seek authentic healing for both people and
place.
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The Hidden Wound

An impassioned, thoughtful, and fearless essay on the effects of racism on the American identity by
one of our country’s most humane literary voices. Acclaimed as “one of the most humane, honest,
liberating works of our time” (The Village Voice), The Hidden Wound is a book-length essay about
racism and the damage it has done to the identity of our country. Through Berry’s personal experience,
he explains how remaining passive in the face of the struggle of racism further corrodes America’s
great potential. In a quiet and observant manner, Berry opens up about how his attempt to discuss
racism is rooted in the hope that someday the historical wound will begin to heal. Pulitzer prize-winning
author Larry McMurtry calls this “a profound, passionate, crucial piece of writing . . . Few readers, and
| think, no writers will be able to read it without a small pulse of triumph at the temples: the strange,
almost communal sense of triumph one feels when someone has written truly well . . . The statement
it makes is intricate and beautiful, sad but strong.” “Mr. Berry is a sophisticated, philosophical poet in
the line descending from Emerson and Thoreau." The Baltimore Sun "[Berry's poems] shine with the
gentle wisdom of a craftsman who has thought deeply about the paradoxical strangeness and wonder
of life." The Christian Science Monitor "Wendell Berry is one of those rare individuals who speaks to us
always of responsibility, of the individual cultivation of an active and aware participation in the arts of
life." The Bloomsbury Review “[Berry’s] poems, novels and essays . . . are probably the most sustained
contemporary articulation of America’s agrarian, Jeffersonian ideal.” Publishers Weekly
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The Hidden Wound

Argues that white racism has been detrimental to whites as well as Blacks, discusses the implications
of slavery, and looks at the impact of slavery on the author's life

The World-Ending Fire

The most comprehensive and only author-authorized Wendell Berry reader, "America's greatest
philosopher on sustainable life and living" (Chicago Tribune). In a time when our relationship to the
natural world is ruled by the violence and greed of unbridled consumerism, Wendell Berry speaks
out in these prescient essays, drawn from his fifty-year campaign on behalf of American lands and
communities. The writings gathered in The World-Ending Fire are the unique product of a life spent
farming the fields of rural Kentucky with mules and horses, and of the rich, intimate knowledge of

the land cultivated by this work. These are essays written in defiance of the false call to progress

and in defense of local landscapes, essays that celebrate our cultural heritage, our history, and our
home. With grace and conviction, Wendell Berry shows that we simply cannot afford to succumb to the
mass-produced madness that drives our global economy the natural world will not allow it. Yet he also
shares with us a vision of consolation and of hope. We may be locked in an uneven struggle, but we
can and must begin to treat our land, our neighbors, and ourselves with respect and care. As Berry
urges, we must abandon arrogance and stand in awe.

Entries

In these poems, Wendell Berry combines plainspoken elegance with deeply felt emotion—this is work
of both remembrance and regeneration. Whether writing as son of a dying father or as father of a
daughter about to be wed, Berry plumbs the complexities of conflict, grief, loss, and love. He celebrates
life from the domestic to the eternal, finding in the everyday that which is everlasting.

The Long-Legged House

First published in 1969 and out of print for more than twenty—five years, The Long-Legged House was
Wendell Berry's first collection of essays, the inaugural work introducing many of the central issues that
have occupied him over the course of his career. Three essays at the heart of this volume “The Rise,’
“The Long—Legged House,” and “A Native Hill” are essays of homecoming and memaoir, as the writer
finds his home place, his native ground, his place on earth. As he later wrote, “What | stand for is what
| stand on,” and here we see him beginning the acts of rediscovery and resettling.

Our Only World

"Stern but compassionate, author Wendell Berry raises broader issues that environmentalists rarely
focus on ... In one sense Berry is the voice of a rural agrarian tradition that stretches from rural
Kentucky back to the origins of human civilization. But his insights are universal because Our Only
World is filled with beautiful, compassionate writing and careful, profound thinking." —Associated Press
The planet's environmental problems respect no national boundaries. From soil erosion and population
displacement to climate change and failed energy policies, American governing classes are paid by
corporations to pretend that debate is the only democratic necessity and that solutions are capable
of withstanding endless delay. Late Capitalism goes about its business of finishing off the planet. And
we citizens are left with a shell of what was once proudly described as The American Dream. In this
collection of eleven essays, Berry confronts head—on the necessity of clear thinking and direct action.
Never one to ignore the present challenge, he understands that only clearly stated questions support



the understanding their answers require. For more than fifty years we've had no better spokesman
and no more eloquent advocate for the planet, for our families, and for the future of our children and
ourselves.

Recollected Essays, 1965-1980

These eleven essays, selected by the author from five previous collections, provides us with a single
volume tracing Mr. Berry's desire to 'make myself responsibly at home in this world and in my native
and chosen place.’

The Sum of Us

LONGLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD '"With intelligence and care (as well as with a trove
of sometimes heartbreaking and sometimes heart-opening true stories) Heather McGhee shows us
what racism has cost all of us' - Elizabeth Gilbert Picked for the Financial Times Summer Books by
Gillian Tett What would make a society drain its public swimming baths and fill them with concrete rather
than opening them to everyone? Economics researcher Heather McGhee sets out across America to
learn why white voters so often act against their own interests. Why do they block changes that would
help them, and even destroy their own advantages, whenever people of colour also stand to benefit?
Their tragedy is that they believe they can't win unless somebody else loses. But this is a lie. McGhee
marshals overwhelming economic evidence, and a profound well of empathy, to reveal the surprising
truth: even racists lose out under white supremacy. And US racism is everybody's problem. As McGhee
shows, it was bigoted lending policies that laid the ground for the 2008 financial crisis. There can be
little prospect of tackling global climate change until America's zero-sum delusions are defeated. The
Sum of Us offers a priceless insight into the workings of prejudice, and a timely invitation to solidarity
among all humans, 'to piece together a new story of who we could be to one another'.

What Makes Biology Unique?

This book, a collection of essays written by the most eminent evolutionary biologist of the twentieth
century, explores biology as an autonomous science, offers insights on the history of evolutionary
thought, critiques the contributions of philosophy to the science of biology, and comments on several of
the major ongoing issues in evolutionary theory. Notably, Mayr explains that Darwin's theory of evolution
is actually five separate theories, each with its own history, trajectory and impact. Natural selection is
a separate idea from common descent, and from geographic speciation, and so on. A number of the
perennial Darwinian controversies may well have been caused by the confounding of the five separate
theories into a single composite. Those interested in evolutionary theory, or the philosophy and history
of science will find useful ideas in this book, which should appeal to virtually anyone with a broad
curiosity about biology.

Life Is a Miracle

“[A] scathing assessment . .. Berry shows that Wilson's much—celebrated, controversial pleas in
Consilience to unify all branches of knowledge is nothing more than a fatuous subordination of religion,
art, and everything else that is good to science . .. Berry is one of the most perceptive critics of American
society writing today.” —The Washington Post “I am tempted to say he understands [Consilience] better
than Wilson himself . . . A new emancipation proclamation in which he speaks again and again about
how to defy the tyranny of scientific materialism.”—The Christian Science Monitor In Life Is a Miracle,
the devotion of science to the quantitative and reductionist world is measured against the mysterious,
gualitative suggestions of religion and art. Berry sees life as the collision of these separate forces, but
without all three in the mix we are left at sea in the world.

Watch With Me

This volume of six linked stories and the novella from which the book derives its title is set in Port
William from 1908 to the Second World War. Here Wendell Berry introduces two of his more indelible
and poignant characters, Ptolemy Proudfoot and his wife Miss Minnie, remarkable for the comic and
affectionate range that—with the mastery of this consummate storyteller working at the height of his
powers—here approaches the Shakespearean. Tol Proudfoot is huge, outsized, in the tradition of the
mythic. The three—hundred—pound farmer, personally imposing and unkempt, is also the most graceful
of presences, reserved and gallant toward his tiny wife, the ninety—pound schoolteacher. Their contrasts



are humorous, of course, and recall the tall tales of rural Americana. In the novella Watch with Me,
we are given a story of such depth, breadth, and importance it earns being listed as one of the most
important short stories written in the American language during the twentieth century. “Wendell Berry
writes with a good husbandman’s care and economy .. . His stories are filled with gentle humor.” —The
New York Times Book Review “Berry is the master of earthy country living seen through the eyes of
laconic farmers . .. He makes his stories shine with meaning and warmth.” —The Christian Science
Monitor “A small treasure of a book . . . part of a long line that descends from Chaucer to Katherine
Mansfield to William Trevor.” —Chicago Tribune

Standing by Words

An urgent, visionary, and heartfelt collection of essays focused on recovering deeper, time—honored
values against the ravages of modern society. . In six elegant, linked literary essays, Berry considers
the degeneration of language that is manifest throughout our culture, from poetry to politics, from
conversation to advertising, and he shows how the ever-widening cleft between the words and

their referents mirrors the increasing isolation of individuals and their communities from the land.
“This skillfully conceived book is one of the strongest contemporary arguments for literary tradition:

a challenging credo, un—glib, calmly assured, clearly illuminating—and required reading for those
seriously interested in the interplay between literature, ethics, and morality.” —Kirkus Reviews “[Berry’s]
poems, novels and essays . . . are probably the most sustained contemporary articulation of America’s
agrarian, Jeffersonian ideal.” —Publishers Weekly

Belonging

What does it mean to call a place home? Who is allowed to become a member of a community?
When can we say that we truly belong? These are some of the questions of place and belonging that
renowned cultural critic bell hooks examines in her new book, Belonging: A Culture of Place. Traversing
past and present, Belonging charts a cyclical journey in which hooks moves from place to place, from
country to city and back again, only to end where she began--her old Kentucky home. hooks has written
provocatively about race, gender, and class; and in this book she turns her attention to focus on issues
of land and land ownership. Reflecting on the fact that 90% of all black people lived in the agrarian South
before mass migration to northern cities in the early 1900s, she writes about black farmers, about black
folks who have been committed both in the past and in the present to local food production, to being
organic, and to finding solace in nature. Naturally, it would be impossible to contemplate these issues
without thinking about the politics of race and class. Reflecting on the racism that continues to find
expression in the world of real estate, she writes about segregation in housing and economic racialized
zoning. In these critical essays, hooks finds surprising connections that link of the environment and
sustainability to the politics of race and class that reach far beyond Kentucky. With characteristic insight
and honesty, Belonging offers a remarkable vision of a world where all people--wherever they may call
home--can live fully and well, where everyone can belong.

Jayber Crow

“This is a book about Heaven,” says Jayber Crow, “but | must say too that. .. | have wondered sometimes
if it would not finally turn out to be a book about Hell.” It is 1932 and he has returned to his native Port
William to become the town's barber. Orphaned at age ten, Jayber Crow’s acquaintance with loneliness
and want have made him a patient observer of the human animal, in both its goodness and frailty. He
began his search as a “pre—ministerial student” at Pigeonville College. There, freedom met with new
burdens and a young man needed more than a mirror to find himself. But the beginning of that finding
was a short conversation with “Old Grit,” his profound professor of New Testament Greek. “You have
been given questions to which you cannot be given answers. You will have to live them out—perhaps a
little at a time.” “And how long is that going to take?” “| don't know. As long as you live, perhaps.” “That
could be a long time.” “I will tell you a further mystery,” he said. “It may take longer.” Wendell Berry’'s
clear—sighted depiction of humanity’s gifts—love and loss, joy and despair—is seen though his intimate
knowledge of the Port William Membership.

Hannah Coulter

Hannah Coulter is Wendell Berry’s seventh novel and his first to employ the voice of a woman character
in its telling. Hannah, the now—elderly narrator, recounts the love she has for the land and for her
community. She remembers each of her two husbands, and all places and community connections



threatened by twentieth—century technologies. At risk is the whole culture of family farming, hope
redeemed when her wayward and once lost grandson, Virgil, returns to his rural home place to work
the farm.

The Selected Poems of Wendell Berry

This poetry collection about nature, community, and tradition is a stunning primer on the poetic works of
the award-winning Kentucky writer, environmentalist, and cultural critic. The Selected Poems of Wendell
Berry gathers one hundred poems written between 1957 and 1996. Chosen by the author, these pieces
have been selected from each of nine previously published collections. The rich work in this volume
reflects the development of Berry’s poetic sensibility over four decades. Focusing on themes that have
occupied his work for years—land and nature, family and community, tradition as the groundwork for
life and culture—The Selected Poems of Wendell Berry celebrates the broad range of this vital and
transforming poet.

What Are People For?

Ranging from America’s insatiable consumerism and household economies to literary subjects and
America’s attitude toward waste, here Berry gracefully navigates from one topic to the next. He speaks
candidly about the ills plaguing America and the growing gap between people and the land. Despite
the somber nature of these essays, Berry’s voice and prose provide an underlying sense of faith and
hope. He frames his reflections with poetic responsibility, standing up as a firm believer in the power of
the human race not only to fix its past mistakes but to build a future that will provide a better life for all.

The Gift of Good Land

The essays in The Gift of Good Land are as true today as when they were first published in 1981, the
problems addressed here are still true and the solutions no nearer to hand. The insistent theme of
this book is the interdependence, the wholeness, the oneness of people, land, weather, animals, and
family. To touch one is to tamper with them all. We live in one functioning organism whose separate
parts are artificially isolated by our culture. Here, Berry develops the compelling argument that the “gift”
of good land has strings attached. We have it only on loan and only for as long as we practice good
stewardship.

Nathan Coulter

Nathan Coulter, Wendell Berry’s first book, was published in 1960 when he was twenty—seven. In his
first novel, the author presents his readers with their first introduction to what would become Berry’s life’s
work, chronicling through fiction a place where the inhabitants of Port William form what is more than
community, but rather a “membership” in interrelatedness, a spiritual community, united by duty and
bonds of affection for one another and for the land upon which they make their livelihood. When young
Nathan loses his grandfather, Berry guides readers through the process of Nathan's grief, endearing
the reader to the simple humanity through which Nathan views the world. Echoing Berry's own strongly
held beliefs, Nathan tells us that his grandfather's life “couldn’t be divided from the days he'd spent at
work in his fields.” Berry has long been compared to Faulkner for his ability to erect entire communities
in his fiction, and his heart and soul have always lived in Port William, Kentucky. In this eloquent novel
about duty, community, and a sweeping love of the land, Berry gives readers a classic book that takes
them to that storied place.

Another Turn of the Crank

"A Kentucky farmer and writer, and perhaps the great moral essayist of our day, Berry has produced one
of his shortest but also most powerful volumes." —The New York Review of Books From modern health
care to the practice of forestry, from local focus to national resolve, Wendell Berry argues, there can
never be a separation between global ecosystems and human communities—the two are intricately
connected, and the health and survival of one depends upon the other. Provocative, intimate, and
thoughtful, Another Turn of the Crank reaches to the heart of Berry's concern and vision for the future,
for America and for the world. "The rarest (and highest) of literary classes consist of that small group of
authors who are absolutely inimitable . . . One of the half—dozen living American authors who belongs
in this class is Wendell Berry." —Los Angeles Times "Berry is a philosopher, poet, novelist, and an



essayist in the tradition of Emerson and Thoreau . . . like Thoreau, he marches to a different drummer,
a drummer we would do well to be aware of, if not to march to." —San Francisco Chronicle

The Unforeseen Wilderness

A celebratory collection of essays and photographs, originally published as part of an effort to preserve
Red River Gorge from plans to build a dam and a man-made lake, shares the T. S. Eliot Award-winning
writer's perspectives on the gorge's wild beauty and the nature of rivers. Reprint.

The Wheel

Elegiac poems explore the cycle of birth, life, and death and examine the author's personal experiences

A Mind at Peace

These past two decades, modern technology has brought into being scores of powerful challenges
to our interior peace and well-being. We're experiencing a worldwide crisis of attention in which
information overwhelms us, corrodes true communion with others, and leaves us anxious, unsettled,
bored, isolated, and lonely. These pages provide the time-tested antidote that enables you to regain an
ordered and peaceful mind in a technologically advanced world. Drawing on the wisdom of the world’s
greatest thinkers, including Plato, Aristotle, St. Augustine, and St. Thomas Aquinas, these pages help
you identify — and show you how to cultivate — the qualities of character you need to survive in our
media-saturated environment. This book offers a calm, measured, yet forthright and effective approach
to regaining interior peace. Here you'll find no argument for retreat from the modern world; instead
these pages provide you with a practical guide to recovering self-mastery and interior peace through
wise choices and ordered activity in the midst of the world’s communication chaos. Are you increasingly
frustrated and perplexed in this digital age? Do you yearn for a mind that is more focused and a soul
able to put down that IPhone and simply rejoice in the good and the true? It's not hard to do. The saints
and the wise can show you how; this book makes their counsel available to you.

Roots to the Earth

In 1995, Wendell Berry’s Roots to the Earth was published in portfolio form by West Meadow Press. The
wood etchings of celebrated artist and wood engraver, Wesley Bates, were printed from the original
wood blocks on handmade Japanese paper. In 2014, this work was reprinted at Larkspur Press, along
with additional poems. It is now with great pleasure that Counterpoint reproduces this collaborative
work for trade publication, as well as expanding it with the inclusion of a short story, “The Branch Way
of Doing,” and additional engravings by Bates. In his introduction to the 2014 collection, Bates wrote:
"As our society moves toward urbanization, the majority of the population views agriculture from an
increasingly detached position. . . In his poetry [Berry] reveals tenderness and love as well as anger
and uncertainty. . . The wood engravings in this collection are intended to be companion pieces to. . .
the way he expresses what it is to be a farmer."

Distant Neighbors

"The letters are valuable for ecologists, students, and teachers of contemporary American literature and
for those of us eager to know how these two distant neighbors networked, negotiated, and remained
friends." —San Francisco Chronicle "In Distant Neighbors, both Berry and Snyder come across as
honest and open—hearted explorers. There is an overall sense that they possess a deep and questing
wisdom, hard earned through land work, travel, writing, and spiritual exploration. There is no rushing,
no hectoring, and no grand gestures between these two, just an ever—deepening inquiry into what
makes a good life and how to live it, even in the depths of the machine age."—Orion Magazine In
1969 Gary Snyder returned from a long residence in Japan to northern California, to a homestead in
the Sierra foothills where he intended to build a house and settle on the land with his wife and young
sons. He had just published his first book of essays, Earth House Hold. A few years before, after a long
absence, Wendell Berry left New York City to return to land near his grandfather's farm in Port Royal,
Kentucky, where he built a small studio and lived there with his wife as they restored an old house on
their newly acquired homestead. In 1969 Berry had just published Long-Legged House. These two
founding members of the counterculture and of the new environmental movement had yet to meet,
but they knew each other's work, and soon they began a correspondence. Neither man could have
imagined the impact their work would have on American political and literary culture, nor could they



have appreciated the impact they would have on one another. Snyder had thrown over all vestiges

of Christianity in favor of becoming a devoted Buddhist and Zen practitioner, and had lived in Japan
for a prolonged period to develop this practice. Berry's discomfort with the Christianity of his native
land caused him to become something of a renegade Christian, troubled by the church and organized
religion, but grounded in its vocabulary and its narrative. Religion and spirituality seemed like a natural
topic for the two men to discuss, and discuss they did. They exchanged more than 240 letters from 1973
to 2013, remarkable letters of insight and argument. The two bring out the best in each other, as they
grapple with issues of faith and reason, discuss ideas of home and family, worry over the disintegration
of community and commonwealth, and share the details of the lives they've chosen to live with their
wives and children. Contemporary American culture is the landscape they reside on. Environmentalism,
sustainability, global politics and American involvement, literature, poetry and progressive ideals, these
two public intellectuals address issues as broad as are found in any exchange in literature. No one can
be unaffected by the complexity of their relationship, the subtlety of their arguments, and the grace of
their friendship. This is a book for the ages.

The Peace of Wild Things

If you stop and look around you, you'll start to see. Tall marigolds darkening. A spring wind blowing. The
woods awake with sound. On the wooden porch, your love smiling. Dew-wet red berries in a cup. On
the hills, the beginnings of green, clover and grass to be pasture. The fowls singing and then settling for
the night. Bright, silent, thousands of stars. You come into the peace of simple things. From the author
of the ‘compelling’ and 'luminous' essays of The World-Ending Fire comes a slim volume of poems.
Tender and intimate, these are consoling songs of hope and of healing; short, simple meditations on
love, death, friendship, memory and belonging. They celebrate and elevate what is sensuous about
life, and invite us to pause and appreciate what is good in life, to stop and savour our fleeting moments
of earthly enjoyment. And, when fear for the future keeps us awake at night, to come into the peace of
wild things.

White Picket Fences

A Gentle Invitation into the Challenging Topic of Privilege The notion that some might have it better than
others, for no good reason, offends our sensibilities. Yet, until we talk about privilege, we’ll never fully
understand it or find our way forward. Amy Julia Becker welcomes us into her life, from the charm of
her privileged southern childhood to her adult experience in the northeast, and the denials she has
faced as the mother of a child with special needs. She shows how a life behind a white picket fence
can restrict even as it protects, and how it can prevent us from loving our neighbors well. White Picket
Fences invites us to respond to privilege with generosity, humility, and hope. It opens us to questions
we are afraid to ask, so that we can walk further from fear and closer to love, in all its fragile and
mysterious possibilities.

The Unsettling of America

In The Unsettling of America Wendell Berry argues that good farming is a cultural development and
spiritual discipline. Today's agribusiness, however, takes farming out of its cultural context and away
from families, and as a nation we are thus more estranged from the land - from the intimate knowledge,
love, and care of it. Sadly, as Berry notes in the afterword to this new edition, his arguments and
observations are still relevant today. We continue to suffer loss of community, the devaluation of human
work, and the destruction of nature under an economics dedicated to the mechanistic pursuit of
products and profits.

That Distant Land

Originally published in 2005, That Distant Land brings together twenty—three stories from the Port
William Membership. Arranged in their fictional chronology, the book is not an anthology so much as
it is a coherent temporal mapping of this landscape over time, revealing Berry's mastery of decades
of the life lived alongside this clutch of interrelated characters bound by affection and followed over
generations. This volume combines the stories found in The Wild Birds (1985), Fidelity (1992), and
Watch with Me (1994), together with a map and a charting of the complex and interlocking genealogies.

Think Little



First published in 1972, “Think Little” is cultural critic and agrarian Wendell Berry at his best: prescient
about the dire environmental consequences of our mentality of greed and exploitation, yet hopeful
that we will recognize war and oppression and pollution not as separate issues, but aspects of the
same. “Think Little” is presented here alongside one of Berry’s most popular and personal essays, “A
Native Hill.” This gentle essay of recollection is told alongside a poetic lesson in geography, as Berry
explains at length and in detail, that what he stands for is what he stands on. Each palm-size book in
the Counterpoints series is meant to stay with you, whether safely in your pocket or long after you turn
the last page. From short stories to essays to poems, these little books celebrate our most—beloved
writers, whose work encapsulates the spirit of Counterpoint Press: cutting—edge, wide—ranging, and
independent.

Black Men

The author examines the trends effecting negative changes on the African American male and
responds with solutions. Sold in excess of 500,000 copies, a Third World Press best seller.

Whiteness

Whiteness is a collection of essays that employ a range of approaches to understanding whiteness as
a communication phenomenon. Contributors use analyses of media representations, social scientific

data, poststructuralist theoretical discussions, and post-colonial critiques of whiteness. Also included

are discussions of some of the ways whiteness is enacted through commemorations, white antiracist

rhetoric, pedagogy, and personal narratives that highlight the cultural politics of whiteness.

Why I Am Not Going to Buy a Computer

A brief meditation on the role of technology in his own life and how it has changed the landscape of the
United States from "America's greatest philosopher on sustainable life and living" (Chicago Tribune).
"A number of people, by now, have told me that | could greatly improve things by buying a computer.
My answer is that | am not going to do it. | have several reasons, and they are good ones." Wendell
Berry first challenged the idea that our advanced technological age is a good thing when he penned
"Why | Am Not Going to Buy a Computer" in the late 1980s for Harper's Magazine, galvanizing a critical
reaction eclipsing any the magazine had seen before. He followed by responding with "Feminism, the
Body, and the Machine." Both essays are collected in one short volume for the first time.

The Farm

A collector's edition, and the perfect gift for the stalwart Wendell Berry fan. First printed in 1995 by Gray
Zeitz of the beloved Larkspur Press in Monterey, Kentucky, this gift edition is a beautiful reproduction
of Wendell Berry’s book—length poem, illustrated with the original drawings by Carolyn Whitesel.

A Gathering of Old Men

A powerful depiction of racial tensions arising over the death of a Cajun farmer at the hands of a black
man--set on a Louisiana sugarcane plantation in the 1970s. The Village Voice called A Gathering of
Old Men “the best-written novel on Southern race relations in over a decade.”

Citizens Dissent

Wendell Berry and David James Duncan present a haunting call to the collective conscience of

the citizenry, and an urgent challenge to the meaning and workings of a true democracy. Their
patriotic dissents expand the context for questions of terror and security, and present an enlightened
understanding of the threats to -- and responsibilities of -- freedom.

A Place on Earth

Published in 1967, we return to Port William during the Second World War to revisit Jayber Crow, the
barber, Uncle Stanley, the gravedigger, Jarrat and Burley, the sharecroppers, and Brother Preston, the
preacher, as well as Mat Feltner, his wife Margaret, and his daughter—in—law Hannah, whose son will
be born after news comes that Hannah’s husband Virgil is missing. "The earth is the genius of our life,”
Wendell Berry writes here. “The final questions and their answers lie serenely coupled in it."



Whitefoot

Whitefoot is a mouse who lives at the edge of the woods, where she knows, without a doubt, that she
exists at the center of the world. What she doesn't know is that not far from her safe haven there is a
world of such magnitude that she cannot even imagine it. Full color.

When Sorrow Comes

Since World War 11, Protestant sermons have been an influential tool for defining American citizenship
in the wake of national crises. In the aftermath of national tragedies, Americans often turn to churches
for solace. Because even secular citizens attend these services, they are also significant opportunities
for the Protestant religious majority to define and redefine national identity and, in the process, to
invest the nation-state with divinity. The sermons delivered in the wake of crises become integral to
historical and communal memory—it matters greatly who is mourned and who is overlooked. Melissa
M. Matthes conceives of these sermons as theo-political texts. In When Sorrow Comes, she explores
the continuities and discontinuities they reveal in the balance of state power and divine authority
following the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the assassinations of JFK and MLK, the Rodney King verdict, the
Oklahoma City bombing, the September 11 attacks, the Newtown shootings, and the Black Lives Matter
movement. She argues that Protestant preachers use these moments to address questions about
Christianity and citizenship and about the responsibilities of the Church and the State to respond to a
national crisis. She also shows how post-crisis sermons have codified whiteness in ritual narratives of
American history, excluding others from the collective account. These civic liturgies therefore illustrate
the evolution of modern American politics and society. Despite perceptions of the decline of religious
authority in the twentieth century, the pulpit retains power after national tragedies. Sermons preached
in such intense times of mourning and reckoning serve as a form of civic education with consequences
for how Americans understand who belongs to the nation and how to imagine its future.
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