
Charles M. Russell, cowboy artist, American West art, CM Russell biography, Western art legend

charles m russell the life and legend of americas cowboy 
artist

#Charles M. Russell #cowboy artist #American West art #CM Russell biography #Western art legend 

Explore the extraordinary life and enduring legacy of Charles M. Russell, America's iconic cowboy artist. 
This biography delves into his masterful depictions of the American West, frontier life, and the iconic 
figures that shaped the legendary era, cementing his place as a pivotal figure in Western art history.
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Charles M. Russell

This first comprehensive biography of Charles M. Russell examines the colorful life and times of 
Montana’s famed Cowboy Artist. Born to an affluent St. Louis family in 1864, young Russell read 
thrilling tales of the West and filled sketchbooks with imagined frontier scenes. At sixteen he left 
home and headed west to become a cowboy. In Montana Territory he consorted with cowpunchers, 
Indians, preachers, saloon keepers, and prostitutes, while celebrating the waning American frontier’s 
glory days in some 4,000 paintings, watercolors, drawings, and sculptures. Before his death in 1926, 
Russell saw the world change dramatically, and the West he loved passed into legend. By then he 
was revered as one of the country’s ranking Western artist with works displayed in the finest galleries, 
his romantic vision of the Old West forever shaping our own. Taliaferro reveals the man behind the 
myth in his multifaceted complexity: extraordinarily gifted, self-effacing, charming, mischievous, and 
playful, a friend to rough frontier denizens and Hollywood stars alike. The author also explores Russell’s 
controversial partnership with his fiery young wife, Nancy, whose ambition and business savvy helped 
establish Russell as one of America’s most popular artists.

Charles M. Russell

A fascinating biography brings to life the man behind the cowboy artist--a wrangler during the glory 
years of the open range and the lover of a fiery woman half his age--and his rise to fame with the help 
of the robber barons he despised.

Charles M. Russell

Russell is known as the Cowboy Artist who saw it all and got it right. A rich kid from St. Louis, he 
left home in 1880 to join the big roundups in Montana, where he mixed with cowpunchers, Indians, 
preachers, and prostitutes. He memorized their stories and sketched their lives and, after the death of 
his rival Frederic Remington, became the foremost documentarian of the closing of the frontier. Before 
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he was through, his masterpieces hung in America's finest art galleries and stateliest mansions. His 
paintings have appeared on three postage stamps, and his buffalo-skull logo still appears on every 
Montana license plate. In this, the first full-scale biography of Montana's favorite icon, John Taliaferro 
deepens and humanizes Russell's remarkable achievements. For once, the truth outdoes the legend. 
This is also the story of a nation in transition. Russell saw buffalo give way to cattle, horses give way 
to cars. He survived stampedes, blizzards, and firewater, only to face panics, jazz, and Prohibition. 
He blamed homesteaders, then robber barons, for ruining his West, but over time they became his 
most devoted friends and patrons. In his final years he was adopted by William S. Hart, Will Rogers, 
and Hollywood directors, and had a say in how the West would be immortalized on the silver screen. 
Charles M. Russell is one of America's most charismatic and complex icons. At last, here is a portrait 
that does him justice.

CMR Charles M. Russell Cowboy Artist A Biography

In this lively and engaging biography, Austin Russell explores the life and work of one of America's 
greatest artists: Charles M. Russell. From his early days on the frontier to his later success as a 
painter and sculptor, Russell's story is one of passion, determination, and creativity. This work has been 
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as 
we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other 
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual 
or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this 
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Charles M. Russell

Here in these pages, 73 of Russell's paintings from the Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, 
are splendidly reproduced and accompanied by the descriptive and illuminating commentaries of art 
critic Louis Chapin.

Charles M. Russell, Paintings of the Old American West

Shares thirteen of Charles M. Russell's works about the American West.

How the West Was Drawn

>Charlie Russell: The Cowboy Years is not an art book, research paper, or novel, and its definitely not 
fiction. This engaging narrative chronicles the eleven years Charles M. Russell spent on the open range 
of Montana working as a cowboy, from 1882 until 1893.

Charlie Russell

Story of a boy who fullfilled two life-long dreams in this picture-book biography for young readers. A 
talented, self-taught artist, Charlie Russel loved the West and tales of settling the frontier. Russell 
was obsessed with drawing and sculpting figures from the tales he heard. He moved from Missouri to 
Montana when he was a teenages to work on a cattle ranches as a real cowboy. After a hard day's 
work, he would sit around the campfire, telling stories and sketching Western scenes. Charlie Russell 
was the first Western artist to live predominantly in the West. Many of his sculptures and paintings can 
be found at the C.M. Russel Museum in Great Falls, Montana.

Charlie Russell

A collection of essays by various authors that explore the work, influence, and legacy of American 
cowboy artist and writer Charles M. Russell.

C M R

In 1880, at the age of sixteen, Charles M. Russell left his middle-class home in Saint Louis and headed 
west. He arrived in Montana not to seek his fortune but to share the lives of the mountain men, cowboys, 
and wranglers whose exploits had filled his imagination as a boy. In the years that followed he found 
his niche in the cattle kingdom, working as a wrangler, joining his fellow cowboys on the roundup and 



for his own pleasure and that of his friends--chronicling in paint, ink, and watercolor the West and its 
people.

Charlie Russell Roundup

"Trails Plowed Under" by Charles M Russell. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide 
range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction 
to forgotten�or yet undiscovered gems�of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each 
Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers 
and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a 
high-quality digital format.

Charles M. Russell

This biography makes use of hundreds of images of Russell, many never before published, to explore 
the role of photography in shaping the artist's public image and the making and selling of his art. More 
than that, the book shows how the Cowboy Artist personified what he portrayed.

Trails Plowed Under

A biography by the subject's nephew.

Charles M. Russell

After Nancy Cooper married Charlie Russell in 1895, she helped turn a journeyman cowboy and ranch 
hand who sketched and sculpted in his spare time into a full-time artist who sold and exhibited all 
over the globe. In Behind Every Man: The Story of Nancy Cooper Russell, Joan Stauffer offers the 
first biography of the person whom Charles Russell called “the best booster and pardner a man ever 
had.” Stauffer’s portrait, evoked in the voice of its subject and based on a decade of research, offers 
readers both a complete life story of Nancy Russell and creative insight into her thoughts and feelings. 
Stauffer reveals that Nancy and Charles’s union created a practical synergy. Always an advocate for 
her husband, a steward of his art, and a liaison to his admirers and critics, Nancy’s greatest contribution 
may have been the inspiration she provided Charles. “I done my best work for her,” the cowboy artist 
once remarked.

C.M.R.: Charles M. Russell

A pictorial panorama of the paintings, drawings, and sculptures of the nineteenth-century frontier artist 
is supplemented by a detailed study of his life.

Behind Every Man

Charles M. Russell has long been recognized for his action-packed paintings, drawings, and sculpture 
of cowboys, fur trappers, Native American buffalo hunters and warriors, and other heroes of the Old 
West. Russell's best-known works capture the excitement and deadly risk of men battling nature and 
one another in a majestic landscape of mountains and plains. Less well known are Russell's hundreds 
of depictions of western women. As renowned author and art historian Ginger K. Renner observed 
thirty-five years ago, no other artist of the West devoted more of his time and talent to the portrayal of 
women. But few have followed Renner's lead--until now. Lavishly illustrated with full-color illustrations, 
Charles M. Russell: The Women in His Life and Art presents groundbreaking essays essential to 
understanding the role of western women in Russell's art. This volume is both a tribute to the women 
who nurtured Russell's artistic development and a landmark in the study of the role of women in a 
genre all too often identified almost exclusively with a masculine world. The catalogue essays examine 
the exhibition's theme from four unique perspectives. Joan Carpenter Troccoli provides an over­view of
 the works in the exhibition and the social, cultural, and personal values that influenced them. Emily
 Crawford Wilson explores Russell's interest in the feminine ideal, tying it to wider artistic trends of the
 late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Jennifer Bottomly-O'looney describes Russell's friendship
 with Ben and Lela Roberts, who introduced the artist to Nancy Cooper, the woman who would become
 his wife and indispensable business partner. Thomas A. Petrie employs extended excerpts from Nancy's
 unpublished biographical memoir to illuminate the Russells' marriage, a relationship sustained by
 affection and mutual respect, as well as shrewd creative and marketing decisions



The Charles M. Russell Book

A pictorial panorama of the paintings, drawings, and sculptures of the nineteenth-century frontier artist 
is supplemented by a detailed study of his life.

Charles M. Russell

In the decades bracketing the turn of the twentieth century, Charles M. Russell depicted the American 
West in a fresh, personal, and deeply moving way. This handsome book--a companion volume to the 
acclaimed Charles M. Russell: A Catalogue Raisonné, edited by B. Byron Price--showcases many of 
the artist's best-known works and chronicles the sources and evolution of his style.

The Charles M. Russell Book

"Nancy worked on this biography until her death in 1940 without ever quite finishing it. Tom Petrie and 
Brian Dippie have collaborated on brining what she did finish into print, with side-bars, photographs, 
and artwork to amplify her text. [This book] will delight all those who love Charles M. Russell and his 
enduring vision of "the West that has passed.""--inside cover.

The Western Art of Charles M. Russell

From reviews of the first edition: "Richly illustrated . . . this handsome volume presents the rugged beauty 
and rowdy spirit of life on the frontier, as captured by two master painters." —Art Gallery International ". 
. . large color plates beautifully reproduce dashing, romantic scenes of frontier life created by two of the 
West's foremost portrayers." —American West "The many devotees of Remington and Russell and of 
Western art in general will want to add this handsome volume to their collection." —Arizona Highways 
"... the University of Texas Press, as one would expect, has produced a beautiful book ...." —Montana 
Since its original publication in 1982, Remington and Russell has become an essential introduction to 
the work of these artists, and this revision substantially enhances the book's strengths. Every painting in 
the Sid Richardson Collection has been rephotographed for this edition, including one Russell and five 
Remington paintings not included previously. Numerous black-and-white illustrations have also been 
added to give insight into the evolution of the paintings. Brian Dippie has considerably amplified his 
commentaries on each painting with new information. His revised introduction places Remington and 
Russell in the historical and cultural contexts of their time and draws intriguing comparisons between 
the two artists.

The Masterworks of Charles M. Russell

Immerse yourself in Montana's Charlie Russell. In this comprehensive catalog, the Montana Historical 
Society shares the talent, the mastery, the technique, and the stories behind Charlie's artworks in its 
world-class collection.

Back-Tracking in Memory: The Life of Charles M. Russell, Artist Recollections, Reflections and 
Personal Perspectives by Nancy Cooper Russell

A collection of Russell's Western art, including reproductions of oil paintings, illustrated letters and 
poems, and Christmas greetings.

Remington and Russell

The story of the great American painter of the Wild West, Charlie Russell.

Charles M. Russell, the Cowboy Artist

It seemed that Charlie Russell could draw or paint anything. Wherever he went, his pencils and paints 
went with him-sometimes stuffed inside his socks. His cowboy friends recognized their faces in his 
pictures, which he dashed off on scraps of paper, bits of wood, and the linings of hats. This habit of 
sketching life on the Montana range earned Charlie the nickname "The Cowboy Artist," and he became 
famous throughout the world. But as good a friend as he was an artist, fame wasn't important to Charlie. 
In fact, notoriety was nowhere near as precious as the life he lived and the people loved. In this book, 
you'll read about the one-and-only Charlie Russell and how he lived his dream and honored the Old 
West through his renowned art.



50 Charles M. Russell Paintings of the Old American West from the Amon Carter Museum

E. C. Abbott was a cowboy in the great days of the 1870's and 1880's. He came up the trail to Montana 
from Texas with the long-horned herds which were to stock the northern ranges; he punched cows in 
Montana when there wasn't a fence in the territory; and he married a daughter of Granville Stuart, the 
famous early-day stockman and Montana pioneer. For more than fifty years he was known to cowmen 
from Texas to Alberta as "Teddy Blue." This is his story, as told to Helena Huntington Smith, who says 
that the book is "all Teddy Blue. My part was to keep out of the way and not mess it up by being literary.... 
Because the cowboy flourished in the middle of the Victorian age, which is certainly a funny paradox, 
no realistic picture of him was ever drawn in his own day. Here is a self-portrait by a cowboy which is 
full and honest." And Teddy Blue himself says, "Other old-timers have told all about stampedes and 
swimming rivers and what a terrible time we had, but they never put in any of the fun, and fun was at 
least half of it." So here it is—the cowboy classic, with the "terrible" times and the "fun" which have 
entertained readers everywhere. First published in 1939, We Pointed Them North has been brought 
back into print by the University of Oklahoma Press in completely new format, with drawings by Nick 
Eggenhofer, and with the full, original text.

Montana's Charlie Russell

Additional Authors Include Will Rogers, Irving S. Cobb, And Others.

Paper Talk

He was a master painter and sculptor whose works have permeated the American scene like no other 
Western artist before or since. For the first time, C.M. Russell, Legacy tells the amazing story of the 
rise of Montana's cowboy artist to national prominence by presenting over a thousand illustrations of 
his published works, collectibles, and photographs.

Cowboy Charlie

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Sagebrush and Paintbrush: The Story of Charlie Russell, the Cowboy Artist

CHARLIE RUSSELL: The Cowboy Years is not an art book, research paper, or novel, and definitely not 
fiction. This engaging narrative chronicles the eleven years Charles M. Russell spent on the open range 
of Montana working as a cowboy, from 1882 until 1893. With Charlie cast as the centerpiece - which he 
often was during this period - and a supporting cast of friends and horses, this colorful history is filled 
with adventure. These years as a working cowboy were a formative time for this talented and complex 
artist, a man of integrity who had a great sense of humor, both childlike and raucous. Saddle up then, 
and reide along with Charlie and his friends. Tighten your cinch, adjust your stampede string, keep a 
leg on each side, and expect to have a good time!

We Pointed Them North

Discusses the life and work of Charles Russell, painter, sculptor, cowboy, and storyteller from Montana.

Montana's Cowboy Artist, C. M. Russell

Joe De Yong: A Life in the West is the story of a life welled lived in the America West of the first part 
of the last century. Born in 1894 in Webster Groves, Missouri, a superb of St. Louis, De Yong had an 
immediate attraction to the cowboy way of life and when he was not at school he would help out a local 
ranches. If he wasn¿t riding he was sketching the subjects he loved the most ¿ cowboys and horses. 
At 13 years of age, he started working a local ranch when he heard a movie was being made in the 



area and they need cowboys. He jumped at the chance and met the silent-screens ultimate cowboy of 
the day, Tom Mix. Joe was hit with the idea of acting in moving pictures and followed the film company 
to Arizona in 1913. Somehow he came down with what was called at the time ¿cerebro meningitis¿ 
which would leave him totally deaf. Undeterred and further focused on his love of the cowboy ways, 
De Yong recouped by traveling the West and ultimately took in an exhibit of the works of the renowned 
artist, Charles M. Russell. The exhibit stopped young Joe in his tracks and he started writing to Russell 
resulting in Joe¿s opportunity to move to Great Falls, Montana in late 1914 to work with Russell in his 
studio. De Yong would be the first and only protégé of Russell¿s staying with he and his wife Nancy 
Russell until CM Russell¿s death in 1926. De Yong moved to Santa Barbara, CA just before Russell¿s 
death at the urging of their mutual friend, the artist Edward Borein. Borein would introduce De Yong to 
people in his circle that led to a meeting with film producer Cecil B. DeMille. De Yong would go one to 
a diverse career in the movie business, writing and creating artwork until his death in 1975.

Sagebrush and Paintbrush

Includes works of art by the following artists : Charles Wilson Peale, Michael Haynes, William Jacob 
Hays, Sr., Alfred Jacob Miller, Karl Bodmer, Frederic Remington, L. Edward Fisher, Carl Wimar, Stanley 
Meltzoff, Charles M. Russell, E.S. Paxson, Charles B.J. Fevret, George Caleb Bingham, Charles Deas, 
John F. Clymer, George Catlin, Gary P. Miller, Gary R. Lucy, Charles Fritz, Ron Ukrainetz, Alfred 
Bierstadt, John Mix Stanley, Paul Kane, Alfred Bierstadt.

Charles M. Russell, Legacy

Well known for his sketches, paintings, and sculptures of the Old West, Charles M. Russell (1864-1926) 
was also an accomplished author in the humorous genre known as local color. Raphael Cristy sorts 
Russell's writings into four general categories: serious Indian stories, men encountering wildlife, cattle 
range characters, and nineteenth-century westerners facing twentieth-century challenges. Russell's 
art is often misinterpreted as mere longing for a fading open-range west, but his writings tell a different 
story. Cristy shows how Russell amused his peers with stories that also delivered sharp observations 
of Euro-American suppression of Indians and humorous treatment of wilderness and range issues 
plus the emergence of women and urbanization as bewildering agents of change in the modern West. 
A welcome departure from the usual biographies and coffee table volumes on Russell and his art. . 
. . [Cristy] deals with an important, yet relatively unexplored, aspect of the career of one of the most 
influential interpreters of the American West.--Byron Price, Director, C. M. Russell Center for the Study 
of Art

Charles M. Russell, the Cowboy Artist

The story of the great American painter of the Wild West, Charlie Russell.

CHARLIE RUSSELL The Cowboy Years

Charlie's Trail
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