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Witness to My Life

Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-Paul Sartre formed one of the most famous literary couples of the 
twentieth century. Their relationship took on the quality of legend and served as a model of openness 
and honesty for countless men and women. Sartre was revered during his lifetime as a paradigm of the 
modern philosophe and intellectual, but since de Beauvoir’s death in 1986, her literary reputation has 
threatened to eclipse Sartre’s. Her work The Second Sex is, by any standard, one of the most important 
and influential books of the twentieth century. When these private and revealing letters were published 
in France in 1990, they caused a storm of controversy. Here de Beauvoir tells Sartre everything, tracing 
the extraordinary complications of their triangular love life. These letters reveal de Beauvoir not only as 
manipulative and dependent, but also as vulnerable, passionate, jealous, and committed. This reissue 
of a New York Times Notable Book will inspire philosophers, writers, and lovers of literature for decades 
to come.

Letters to Sartre

In the companion volume to the acclaimed Witness of my Life, Jean-Paul Sartre reveals his life as a 
soldier, a German prisoner, and a man of Resistance through letters between himself and his “beloved 
Beaver,” Simone de Beauvoir. Quiet Moments in a War tells the story of Jean-Paul Sartre at the peak 
of his powers and renown through the exchanging of ideas and intimacies with Simone de Beauvoir 
from 1940 to 1963. In the pages of this book, readers will find details on Sartre’s war and his path 
to fame with the publication of his major works. From September 1939 to June 1940, Sartre wrote 
Beauvoir almost daily as he waited from the frontlines for a German attack. While it was a time of fear 
and uncertainty, it doubled as a time of great productivity for Sartre as he completed the novel The 
Age of Reason and sketched out Being and Nothingness. This collection of the letters between Sartre 
and Beauvoir completes the extraordinary correspondence of one of modern history’s most celebrated 
couples while documenting the emergence of a great intellectual figure.

Quiet Moments in a War
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In 1982, Simone de Beauvoir edited and published a vast collection of love letters from lifelong 
companion, Jean-Paul Sartre. This is the first in the two-volume American edition that will bring to light 
a truly extraordinary correspondence.

Thoughtful Passions

Using newly available documentary evidence in diaries and letters, the authors present a startling new 
view of one of the legenday sexual and intellectual partnerships of the 20th century--the relationship 
between the matriarch of modern feminism and and father of existentialism.

Quiet Moments in a War

In April 1994, two as-yet-unreleased letters by Sartre and one by Merleau-Ponty were published in 
the Magazine Littéraire. Their publication sparked new interpretative hypotheses on the political and 
philosophical motivations behind the break of the relationship of mutual esteem, friendship, and fruitful 
intellectual collaboration between Merleau-Ponty and Sartre. The bright tone of their personal contrasts 
testified the profound theoretical differences between the two thinkers, both at philosophical level and 
political praxis. This volume covers the period between the launch of the magazine Les Temps Moderns 
in 1945, and Sartre’s decision to no longer accept Merleau-Ponty’s contributions in 1953, offering a 
detailed analysis of the respective position of the two philosophers and of an irreducible intellectual 
distance between them.

Simone De Beauvoir And Jean-paul Sartre

A window onto one of the most consequential friendships in philosophical history, that of Sartre 
and Camus--and on its end. Iconic French novelist, playwright, and essayist Jean-Paul Sartre is 
widely recognized as one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth century, and his work 
has remained relevant and thought-provoking through the decades. The Seagull Sartre Library now 
presents some of his most incisive philosophical, cultural, and literary critical essays in twelve newly 
designed and affordable editions. Sartre met Albert Camus in Occupied France in 1943, and from the 
start, they were an odd pair: one from the upper reaches of French society; the other, a pied-noir born 
into poverty in Algeria. The love of "freedom," however, quickly bound them in friendship, while their 
fight for justice united them politically. But in 1951 the two writers fell out spectacularly over their literary 
and political views, their split a media sensation in France. This volume holds up a remarkable mirror to 
that fraught relationship. It features an early review by Sartre of Camus's The Stranger; his famous 1952 
letter to Camus that begins, "Our friendship was not easy, but I shall miss it"; and a moving homage 
written after Camus's sudden death in 1960.

The Correspondence

An engaging and challenging introduction to Jean Genet, this concise biography of the French writer 
and his work cuts directly to the intersection of thought and life that was essential to Genet's creativity.

On Camus

In this intimate memoir, Bianca Lamblin tells the story of her menage a trois with Simone de Beauvoir 
and Jean-Paul Sartre, and their abandonment of her, a Jew, at the onset of World War II.

Jean-Paul Sartre

During the phony war that preceded the invasion of France, between late 1939 and the summer of 1940, 
the young Jean-Paul Sartre was stationed in his native Alsace as part of a meteorological unit. He 
used his considerable periods of spare time, between mundane duties like watching weather balloons, 
to make a series of notes on philosophy, literature, politics, history and autobiography that anticipate 
the themes of his later masterpieces, and often surpass them in literary verve and directness. These 
War Diaries form a portrait of Sartre in his most intense and brilliant phase. With them the twentieth 
century's most remarkable and public philosopher has provided us with a fitting posthumous monument 
to his honest and creativity.

Disgraceful Affair



A jargon-free examination of a significant chapter in the history of ideas. The book should be of interest 
to both the Sartre specialist and the general reader.

War Diaries

In a series of highly publicized articles in 1952, Jean-Paul Sartre engaged Albert Camus in a bitter 
public confrontation over the ideas Camus articulated in his renowned work, . This volume contains 
English translations of the five texts constituting this famous philosophical quarrel. It also features a 
biographical and critical introduction plus two essays by contemporary scholars reflecting on the cultural 
and philosophical significance of this confrontation.

Apostles of Sartre

Roger Scruton is Britain's best known intellectual dissident, who has defended English traditions 
and English identity against an official culture of denigration. Although his writings on philosophical 
aesthetics have shown him to be a leading authority in the field, his defence of political conservatism 
has marked him out in academic circles as public enemy number one. Whether it is Scruton's opinions 
that get up the nose of his critics, or the wit and erudition with which he expresses them, there is no 
doubt that their noses are vastly distended by his presence, and constantly on the verge of a collective 
sneeze. Contrary to orthodox opinion, however, Roger Scruton is a human being, and Gentle Regrets 
contains the proof of it - a quiet, witty but also serious and moving account of the ways in which life 
brought him to think what he thinks, and to be what he is. His moving vignettes of his childhood and 
later influences illuminate this book. Love him or hate him, he will engage you in an argument that is 
both intellectually stimulating and informed by humour.

Sartre and Camus

Until now it has been impossible to read the full story of the relationship between Albert Camus 
and Jean-Paul Sartre. Their dramatic rupture at the height of the Cold War, like that conflict itself, 
demanded those caught in its wake to take sides rather than to appreciate its tragic complexity. Now, 
using newly available sources, Ronald Aronson offers the first book-length account of the twentieth 
century's most famous friendship and its end. Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre first met in 1943, 
during the German occupation of France. The two became fast friends. Intellectual as well as political 
allies, they grew famous overnight after Paris was liberated. As playwrights, novelists, philosophers, 
journalists, and editors, the two seemed to be everywhere and in command of every medium in post-war 
France. East-West tensions would put a strain on their friendship, however, as they evolved in opposing 
directions and began to disagree over philosophy, the responsibilities of intellectuals, and what sorts 
of political changes were necessary or possible. As Camus, then Sartre adopted the mantle of public 
spokesperson for his side, a historic showdown seemed inevitable. Sartre embraced violence as a path 
to change and Camus sharply opposed it, leading to a bitter and very public falling out in 1952. They 
never spoke again, although they continued to disagree, in code, until Camus's death in 1960. In a 
remarkably nuanced and balanced account, Aronson chronicles this riveting story while demonstrating 
how Camus and Sartre developed first in connection with and then against each other, each keeping 
the other in his sights long after their break. Combining biography and intellectual history, philosophical 
and political passion, Camus and Sartre will fascinate anyone interested in these great writers or the 
world-historical issues that tore them apart.

Gentle Regrets

An intriguing and highly readable new book examining the fascinating personal and intellectual 
relationship between Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir.

Camus and Sartre

A collection of three hundred letters chronicles the twenty-year relationship between the two authors

Sex and Philosophy

Celebrating his centennial, an unprecedented graphic study was presented in the United Kingdom and 
Tunisia. In preparation is a graphic opus with one quote in all twenty-four official languages of the 
European Union. Z.W. Wolkowski Sorbonne Universites UPMC



A Transatlantic Love Affair

The middle-aged protagonist of Sartre's philosophical novel, set in 1938, refuses to give up his ideas 
of freedom, despite the approach of the war

Jean Paul Sartre

This collection of essays provides a portrait of the intellectual relationship between these two men. It 
addresses several points of contact and covers themes of the debate from the different periods in their 
shared history.

The Age of Reason

Sartre explains the theory of existential psychoanalysis in this treatise on human reality.

The Debate Between Sartre and Merleau-Ponty

Countless biographers have tried to unveil the real Jean Paul Sartre without his consent or cooperation. 
Only John Gerassi was honored with the responsibility of being Sartre's official biographer. His book 
sheds brilliant light on both the life and the thoughts of the man who embodied one of the prime 
intellectual movements of the twentieth century. 20 halftones.

Being and Nothingness

Understanding Existentialism provides an accessible introduction to existentialism by examining the 
major themes in the work of Heidegger, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty and de Beauvoir. Paying particular 
attention to the key texts, Being and Time, Being and Nothingness, Phenomenology of Perception, The 
Ethics of Ambiguity and The Second Sex, the book explores the shared concerns and the disagree-
ments between these major thinkers. The fundamental existential themes examined include: freedom; 
death, finitude and mortality; phenomenological experiences and 'moods', such as anguish, angst, 
nausea, boredom, and fear; an emphasis upon authenticity and responsibility as well as the denigration 
of their opposites (inauthenticity and Bad Faith); a pessimism concerning the tendency of individuals to 
become lost in the crowd and even a pessimism about human relations more generally; and a rejection 
of any external determination of morality or value. Finally, the book assesses the influence of these 
philosophers on poststructuralism, arguing that existentialism remains an extraordinarily productive 
school of thought.

Jean-Paul Sartre

The remarkable and controversial study of the mind, life, and legend of Jean Genet

Understanding Existentialism

“One is not born a woman, but becomes one”, Simone de Beauvoir A symbol of liberated woman-
hood, Simone de Beauvoir's unconventional relationships inspired and scandalised her generation. A 
philosopher, writer, and feminist icon, she won prestigious literary prizes and transformed the way we 
think about gender with The Second Sex. But despite her successes, she wondered if she had sold 
herself short. Her liaison with Jean-Paul Sartre has been billed as one of the most legendary love 
affairs of the twentieth century. But for Beauvoir it came at a cost: for decades she was dismissed 
as an unoriginal thinker who 'applied' Sartre's ideas. In recent years new material has come to light 
revealing the ingenuity of Beauvoir's own philosophy and the importance of other lovers in her life. This 
ground-breaking biography draws on never-before-published diaries and letters to tell the fascinating 
story of how Simone de Beauvoir became herself.

Saint Genet

"In Practice, Power, and Forms of Life, philosopher Terry Pinkard interprets Sartre's late work as a 
fundamental reworking of his earlier work, especially in terms of his understanding of the possibility 
of communal action as genuinely free, which the French philosopher had previously argued was 
impossible. Pinkard shows how Sartre figured in contemporary debates about the use of the first-person 
and how this informed his theory of action. Pinkard reveals how Sartre was led back to Hegel, which 
itself was spurred on by his newfound interest in Marxism in the 1950s. Pinkard also argues that 
Sartre took up Heidegger's critique of existentialism, developing a new post-Marxist theory of the 



way actors exhibit the class relations of their form of life in their actions, and showing how genuine 
freedom is present only in certain types of "we" relationships. Pinkard argues that Sartre constructed 
a novel position on freedom that has yet to be adequately taken up and thought through in philosophy 
and political theory. Through Sartre, Pinkard advances an argument that contributes to the history of 
philosophy as well as contemporary and future debates on action and freedom"--

The Chips are Down

Countless biographers have tried to unveil the real Jean-Paul Sartre without his consent or cooperation. 
Only John Gerassi—the "non-godson" of Sartre, an atheist—was honored with the responsibility of 
being Sartre's official biographer. After drafting the commission with Sartre on the back of a menu at 
La Coupole, Gerassi recorded over one hundred hours of interviews with him between 1974 and 1979, 
and another hundred hours with Sartre's friends, colleagues, and enemies. Gerassi also immersed 
himself in Sartre's literary, philosophical, and personal writings. Gerassi had access to all of Sartre's 
files, unpublished manuscripts, and extensive notes for planned but undelivered lectures. Simone de 
Beauvoir gave many of Sartre's unpublished letters to Gerassi as well. Sartre trusted the integrity 
of Gerassi so completely that he considered Gerassi's biography to be the continuation of his own 
autobiography, Les mots. As a personal friend, Gerassi writes with advantages shared by no other 
biographer of Sartre.

Becoming Beauvoir

Jean-Paul Sartre was a man of staggering gifts, whose accomplishments as philosopher, novelist, 
playwright, biographer, and activist still command attention and inspire debate. Sartre’s restless 
intelligence may have found its most characteristic outlet in the open-ended form of the essay. For 
Sartre the essay was an essentially dramatic form, the record of an encounter, the framing of a choice. 
Whether writing about literature, art, politics, or his own life, he seizes our attention and drives us to 
grapple with the living issues that are at stake. We Have Only This Life to Live is the first gathering of 
Sartre’s essays in English to draw on all ten volumes of Situations, the title under which Sartre collected 
his essays during his life, while also featuring previously uncollected work, including the reports Sartre 
filed during his 1945 trip to America. Here Sartre writes about Faulkner, Bataille, Giacometti, Fanon, 
the liberation of France, torture in Algeria, existentialism and Marxism, friends lost and found, and 
much else. We Have Only This Life to Live provides an indispensable, panoramic view of the world of 
Jean-Paul Sartre.

Practice, Power, and Forms of Life

In March of 1980, just a month before Sartre's death, Le Nouvel Observateur published a series of 
interviews, the last ever given, between the blind and debilitated philosopher and his young assistant, 
Benny Levy. Readers were scandalized and denounced the interviews as distorted, inauthentic, even 
fraudulent. They seemed to portray a Sartre who had abandoned his leftist convictions and rejected 
his most intimate friends, including Simone de Beauvoir. This man had cast aside his own fundamental 
beliefs in the primacy of individual consciousness, the inevitability of violence, and Marxism, embracing 
instead a messianic Judaism. No, Sartre's supporters argued, it was his interlocutor, the ex-radical, the 
orthodox, ultra-right-wing activist who had twisted the words and thought of an ailing Sartre to his own 
ends. Or had he? Shortly before his death, Sartre confirmed the authenticity of the interviews and 
their puzzling content. Over the past fifteen years, it has become the task of Sartre scholars to unravel 
and understand them. Presented in this fresh, meticulous translation, the interviews are framed by 
two provocative essays from Benny Levy himself, accompanied by a comprehensive introduction from 
noted Sartre authority Ronald Aronson. Placing the interviews in proper biographical and philosophical 
perspective, Aronson demonstrates that the thought of both Sartre and Levy reveals multiple intentions 
that taken together nevertheless confirm and add to Sartre's overall philosophy. This absorbing volume 
at last contextualizes and elucidates the final thoughts of a brilliant and influential mind. Jean-Paul 
Sartre (1906-1980) was offered, but declined, the Nobel Prize for literature in 1964. His many works 
of fiction, drama, and philosophy include the monumental study of Flaubert, The Family Idiot, and The 
Freud Scenario, both published in translation by the University of Chicago Press.

Jean-Paul Sartre

Frantz Fanon's seminal work on the trauma of colonization, The Wretched of the Earth made him 
the leading anti-colonialist thinker of the twentieth century. This Penguin Modern Classics edition is 



translated from the French by Constance Farrington, with an introduction by Jean-Paul Sartre. Written 
at the height of the Algerian war for independence from French colonial rule and first published in 1961, 
Frantz Fanon's classic text has provided inspiration for anti-colonial movements ever since, analysing 
the role of class, race, national culture and violence in the struggle for freedom. With power and anger, 
Fanon makes clear the economic and psychological degradation inflicted by imperialism. It was Fanon, 
himself a psychotherapist, who exposed the connection between colonial war and mental disease, 
who showed how the fight for freedom must be combined with building a national culture, and who 
showed the way ahead, through revolutionary violence, to socialism. Many of the great calls to arms 
from the era of decolonization are now of purely historical interest, yet this passionate analysis of the 
relations between the great powers and the 'Third World' is just as illuminating about the world we live 
in today. Frantz Fanon (1925-61) was a Martinique-born French author essayist, psychoanalyst, and 
revolutionary. Fanon was a supporter of the Algerian struggle for independence from French rule, and 
became a member of the Algerian National Liberation Front. He was perhaps the preeminent thinker of 
the 20th century on the issue of decolonization and the psychopathology of colonization. His works have 
inspired anti-colonial liberation movements for more than four decades. If you enjoyed The Wretched 
of the Earth, you might like Edward Said's Orientalism, also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'In 
clear language, in words that can only have been written in the cool heat of rage, he showed us the 
internal theatre of racism'Independent

We Have Only This Life to Live

When Judith G. Coffin discovered a virtually unexplored treasure trove of letters to Simone de Beauvoir 
from Beauvoir's international readers, it inspired Coffin to explore the intimate bond between the famed 
author and her reading public. This correspondence, at the heart of Sex, Love, and Letters, immerses 
us in the tumultuous decades from the late 1940s to the 1970s—from the painful aftermath of World 
War II to the horror and shame of French colonial brutality in Algeria and through the dilemmas and 
exhilarations of the early gay liberation and feminist movements. The letters also provide a glimpse 
into the power of reading and the power of readers to seduce their favorite authors. The relationship 
between Beauvoir and her audience proved especially long, intimate, and vexed. Coffin traces this 
relationship, from the publication of Beauvoir's acclaimed The Second Sex to the release of the last 
volume of her memoirs, offering an unfamiliar perspective on one of the most magnetic and polarizing 
philosophers of the twentieth century. Along the way, we meet many of the greatest writers of Beauvoir's 
generation—Hannah Arendt; Dominique Aury, author of The Story of O; François Mauriac, winner of the 
Nobel Prize and nemesis of Albert Camus; Betty Friedan; and, of course, Jean-Paul Sartre—bringing 
the electrically charged salon experience to life. Sex, Love, and Letters lays bare the private lives and 
political emotions of the letter writers and of Beauvoir herself. Her readers did not simply pen fan letters 
but, as Coffin shows, engaged in a dialogue that revealed intellectual and literary life to be a joint and 
collaborative production. "This must happen to you often, doesn't it?" wrote one. "That people write to 
you and tell you about their lives?"

Hope Now

For a long time, commentators viewed Sartre as one of Kant's significant twentieth-century critics. 
Recent research of their philosophies has discovered that Sartre's relation to Kant's work manifests an 
'anxiety of influence', which masks more profound similarities. This volume of newly written comparative 
essays is the first edited collection on the philosophies of Kant and Sartre. The volume focuses on 
issues in metaphysics, metaethics and metaphilosophy, and explores the similarities and differences 
between the two authors, as well as the complementarity of some of their views, particularly on 
autonomy, happiness, self-consciousness, evil, temporality, imagination and the nature of philosophy.

The Wretched of the Earth

Jean-Paul Sartre was a man of staggering gifts, whose accomplishments as philosopher, novelist, 
playwright, biographer, and activist still command attention and inspire debate. Sartre’s restless 
intelligence may have found its most characteristic outlet in the open-ended form of the essay. For 
Sartre the essay was an essentially dramatic form, the record of an encounter, the framing of a choice. 
Whether writing about literature, art, politics, or his own life, he seizes our attention and drives us to 
grapple with the living issues that are at stake. We Have Only This Life to Live is the first gathering of 
Sartre’s essays in English to draw on all ten volumes of Situations, the title under which Sartre collected 
his essays during his life, while also featuring previously uncollected work, including the reports Sartre 



filed during his 1945 trip to America. Here Sartre writes about Faulkner, Bataille, Giacometti, Fanon, 
the liberation of France, torture in Algeria, existentialism and Marxism, friends lost and found, and 
much else. We Have Only This Life to Live provides an indispensable, panoramic view of the world of 
Jean-Paul Sartre.

Sex, Love, and Letters

The Rebel is Camus's 'attempt to understand the time I live in' and a brilliant essay on the nature of 
human revolt. Published in 1951, it makes a daring critique of communism - how it had gone wrong 
behind the Iron Curtain and the resulting totalitarian regimes. It questions two events held sacred by 
the left wing - the French Revolution of 1789 and the Russian Revolution of 1917 - that had resulted, 
he believed, in terrorism as a political instrument. In this towering intellectual document, Camus argues 
that hope for the future lies in revolt, which unlike revolution is a spontaneous response to injustice and 
a chance to achieve change without giving up collective and intellectual freedom.

Comparing Kant and Sartre

Joseph Catalano offers an in-depth exploration of Jean-Paul Sartre's four major philosophical writings.

We Have Only This Life to Live

Set in the volatile Paris summer of 1938, The Age of Reason follows two days in the life of Mathieu 
Delarue, a philosophy teacher, and his circle in the cafes and bars of Montparnasse. Mathieu has so 
far managed to contain sex and personal freedom in conveniently separate compartments. But now he 
is in trouble, urgently trying to raise 4,000 francs to procure a safe abortion for his mistress, Marcelle. 
Beyond all this, filtering an uneasy light on his predicament, rises the distant threat of the coming of 
the Second World War.

The Rebel

Typhus is an infectious rickettsial disease transmitted by a louse or a flea and is characterized by fever, 
a transient rash, and falling blood pressure. Third Age Media, Inc. offers this information as part of its 
online health encyclopedia.

Reading Sartre

Based on the latest debate on Jean-Paul Sartre’s works on ethics and politics, this book examines 
the relevancy and importance Sartre holds for contemporary concerns – the reactionary nature of 
terrorism, the extremity of counter-violence, and limitations of democratization efforts in our post-9/11 
era – all claiming the name of ‘freedom’ and ‘liberation’. It presents a different version of the ‘violent 
Sartre’, which was presented recently as militant and supportive of terrorism by critics who were 
concerned with the terrorist nature of his writings. Sartre in this project is reconstructed as a philosopher 
who, although gave importance to the notion of ‘violence’ in his politics, was actually more concerned 
with containing violent means within morally excusable limits. He is presented as both a realist who 
understood the inevitability of ‘dirty hands’ in political struggles and also an absolutist against terrorism; 
he considered wars that derailed from their purported ends of freedom as morally condemnable. 
Arguing for the need for moral limitations to all violent struggles, and the need for seeing others as 
ends-for-themselves, this project outlines an existential response needed to help us reaffirm our moral 
compass through the invention of existential humanist ethics.

The Age of Reason

Set in Paris on the eve of World War II, and sizzling with love, anger and revenge, "She Came to Stay" 
explores the changes wrought in the soul of a woman and a city soon to fall.

Typhus

Sartre and the Moral Limits of War and Terrorism
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