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This book critically examines the powerful role of popular media in shaping social emotion and public
discourse across contemporary China. Offering essential insights into Chinese society, it explores how
digital platforms and traditional media intersect to influence collective sentiment and political debate,

making it a vital resource for media studies China and anyone interested in the evolving public sphere.
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Popular Media, Social Emotion and Public Discourse in Contemporary China

Since the early 1990s the media and cultural fields in China have become increasingly commercialized,
resulting in a massive boom in the cultural and entertainment industries. This evolution has also brought
about fundamental changes in media behaviour and communication, and the enormous growth of
entertainment culture and the extensive penetration of new media into the everyday lives of Chinese
people. Against the backdrop of the rapid development of China’s media industry and the huge growth
in social media, this book explores the emotional content and public discourse of popular media

in contemporary China. It examines the production and consumption of blockbuster films, television
dramas, entertainment television shows, and their corresponding online audience responses, and
describes the affective articulations generated by cultural and media texts, audiences and social
contexts. Crucially, this book focuses on the agency of audiences in consuming these media products,
and the affective communications taking place in this process in order to address how and why popular
culture and entertainment programs exert so much power over mass audiences in China. Indeed,
Shuyu Kong shows how Chinese people have sought to make sense of the dramatic historical changes
of the past three decades through their engagement with popular media, and how this process has
created a cultural public sphere where social communication and public discourse can be launched
and debated in aesthetic and emotional terms. Based on case studies that range from television drama
to blockbuster films, and reality television programmes to social media sites, this book will be of great
interest to students and scholars of Chinese culture and society, media and communication studies,
film studies and television studies.

Popular Politics and the Quest for Justice in Contemporary China


https://chilis.com.pe/search/contemporary-china
https://chilis.com.pe/search/contemporary-china
https://chilis.com.pe/search/social-media-discourse
https://chilis.com.pe/search/public-emotion
https://chilis.com.pe/search/chinese-society
https://chilis.com.pe/search/media-studies-china

Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- List of contributors -- Acknowledgements -- Introduction -
Judging the state: emerging publics and the quest for justice in contemporary China -- 1 'Battles
over green space': land disputes, rights activism, and emerging publics in urban China -- 2 Making
personal life political: political trajectories of everyday conversations in China's online communities --
3 Marginalizing the law: corporate social responsibility, worker hotlines and the shifting grounds of
rights consciousness in contemporary China -- 4 Judging publics and contested exclusion: the moral
economy of citizenship in China -- 5 Policy documents: imaginations of the state and the struggle for
justice in a Chinese land-losing village -- 6 Fighting for one's life: the making and unmaking of public
goods in the Yunnanese countryside -- 7 Public Buddhist philosophy: civic engagement and discursive
space among a religious group in Shanghai -- 8 Concealing and revealing senses of justice in rural
China -- A brief afterword -- Index.

Popular Journalism in Contemporary China

This book, the first of its kind, investigates the historical trajectory and current situation of popular
journalism in the People's Republic of China. Taking a popular cultural perspective, the book redefines
“popular journalism” as a particular journalistic genre and media form and applies it to conceptualize
popular journalism in the Chinese context. In particular, it examines how the dynamic and complex
interplay of politics, the market, culture, and communication technology in shifting contexts has shaped
the changing landscape of popular journalism in contemporary China. Meanwhile, regardless of how
these factors might have changed over time, the fundamental nature of popular journalism as a source
of fun and a troublemaker against elite powers in China, as in other places, has remained. The book
further argues that the historical development of popular journalism in China forms an important and
integral part of the country's social-cultural fabric and ultimately illustrates the mediated ideological and
cultural struggle between popular/public and elite/state discourses in the country’s everyday social life
in its challenging and discursive transition to modernity.

Television Drama in Contemporary China

Due to high audience numbers and the significant influence upon the opinions and values of viewers,
the political leadership in China attributes great importance to the impact of television dramas. Many
successful TV serials have served as useful conduits to disseminate official rhetoric and mainstream
ideology, and they also offer a rich area of research by providing insight into the changing Chinese
political, social and cultural context. This book examines a group of recently released TV drama
serials in China which focus upon, and to various degrees represent, topical political, social and
cultural phenomena. Some of the selected TV serials reflect the present ideological proclivities of

the Chinese government, whilst others mirror social and cultural occurrences or provide coded and
thought-provoking messages on China’s socio-economic and political reality. Through in-depth textual
analysis of the plots, scenes and characters of these selected TV serials, the book provides timely
interpretations of contemporary Chinese society, its political inclinations, social fashions and cultural
tendencies. The book also demonstrates how popular media narratives of TV drama serials engage
with sensitive civic issues and cultural phenomena of modern-day China, which in turn encourages

a broader social imagination and potential for change. Advancing our understanding of contemporary
China, this book will appeal to students and scholars of contemporary Chinese culture, society and
politics, as well as those with research interests in television studies more generally.

Entertainment and Politics in Contemporary China

This book advances research about China by providing an updated narrative of its entertainment life in
the beginning of China’s twenty-first century. As the rest of the world continues to pay keen attention to
developments in China’s politics, economy, and culture, the book provides insights on fascinating new
developments in contemporary Chinese popular culture—including its reality television, family dramas
centered around younger generations’ life struggles, and social media. Furthermore, Entertainment
and Politics in Contemporary China is the first book to apply the theoretical innovation of an aesthetic
public sphere in examining closely the linkages between China’s political life and activities in the
country’s culture sphere. Since concepts of public sphere and democracy largely took root from the
West, Wu argues that this case study of China promises valuable insights about entertainment’s role
in the formation of citizenship and building of a civil society, which remains a site of great contention in
Western theories and empirical efforts.



From Sensation to Synaesthesia in Film and New Media

This collection of essays focuses on current theories of sensation and synaesthesia in films and
audiovisual works from a variety of methodological perspectives. It offers an insightful exploration

of recent film theories about the cinematic experience. Film spectatorship and its extension in new
media as a similar form of audience enjoyment stimulates both our senses and mind by creating
immersive environments that involve different levels of emotion and consciousness. The collection
addresses these topics through its five sections. The first, “Perception,” focuses on the synaesthetic
mechanism underpinning film perception and its connection with affect, cognition, and emotions. The
second part, “Movement,” calls into question the role of gesture and movement within the synaesthetic
properties of film. The third section, “Senses,” examines how movies stimulate all senses, such as
olfaction and haptics, and how senses flow into each other according to a-modal perception. The fourth,
“Abstractions,” addresses how avant-garde and abstract cinema trigger synaesthetic reactions in the
viewers. The fifth part, “New Media and Media Art,” explores the deep involvement of the human body
through the experience of new media and a variety of synaesthetic implications theorized in different
perspectives.

Urban Mobilizations and New Media in Contemporary China

Popular protests are on the rise in China. However, since protesters rely on existing channels of
participation and on patronage by elite backers, the state has been able to stymie attempts to generalize
resistance and no large scale political movements have significantly challenged party rule. Yet the
Chinese state is not monolithic. Decentralization has increased the power of local authorities, creating
space for policy innovations and opening up the political opportunity structure. Popular protest in China
- particularly in urban realm- not only benefits from the political fragmentation of the state, but also
from the political communications revolution. The question of how and to what extent the internet can
be used for mobilizing popular resistance in China is hotly debated. The government, virtual social
organizations, and individual netizens both cooperate and compete with each other on the web. New
media both increases the scope of the mobilizers and the mobilized (thereby creating new social
capital), and provides the government with new means of social control (thereby limiting the political
impact of the growing social capital). This volume is the first of its kind to assess the ways new media
influence the mobilization of popular resistance and its possible effects in China today.

State Propaganda in China's Entertainment Industry

Most current research on the evolution of China’s propaganda discourse only touches upon recent
variations of official propaganda rhetoric grounded in popular media. Here, the research is extended by
tapping into the most recently released popular cultural media narratives such as online documentaries,
films, TV drama serials and education programs, all of which are enlisted and co-opted by the state
for propaganda goals. This book maps out the cutting-edge expansions of official propaganda that
are embedded in the entertainment industry of contemporary China. Its case studies bring to light
the progression of the mainstream propaganda discourse in terms of its merging, cooperation and
compromise with the commercial features of both the traditional and newly-emerging entertainment
media. In particular, it examines a group of mass entertainment products which include two best-selling
mainstream blockbusters, two on-line commercial web documentaries, the China Central Television
Moon Festival Gala series, socialist revolutionary TV drama serials, and a prime time science and
education program. In so doing, it forefronts the up-to-date developments and novelties of state propa-
ganda: its motives, reasoning and approaches within the mediasphere of today’s China. Illustrating how
the CCP propaganda apparatus and tactics evolve and become embedded in popular media products,
this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Chinese studies, Media Studies and Popular
Cultural Studies.

Chinese Television in the Twenty-First Century

The past two decades witnessed the rise of television entertainment in China. Although television
networks are still state-owned and Party-controlled in China, the ideological landscape of television
programs has become increasingly diverse and even paradoxical, simultaneously subservient and
defiant, nationalistic and cosmopolitan, moralistic and fun-loving, extravagant and mundane. Studying
Chinese television as a key node in the network of power relationships, therefore, provides us with a
unigue opportunity to understand the tension-fraught and , paradox-permeated conditions of Chinese
post-socialism. This book argues for a serious engagement with television entertainment. rethinking, It



addresses the following questions. How is entertainment television politically and culturally significant
in the Chinese context? How have political, industrial, and technological changes in the 2000s affected
the way Chinese television relates to the state and society? How can we think of media regulation and
censorship without perpetuating the myth of a self-serving authoritarian regime vs. a subdued cultural
workforce? What do popular televisual texts tell us about the unsettled and reconfigured relations
between commercial television and the state? The book presents a number of studies of popular
television programs that are sensitive to the changing production and regulatory contexts for Chinese
television in the twenty-first century. As an interdisciplinary study of the television industry, this book
covers a number of important issues in China today, such as censorship, nationalism, consumerism,
social justice, and the central and local authorities. As such, it will appeal to a broad audience including
students and scholars of Chinese culture and society, media studies, television studies, and cultural
studies.

The Cultural Politics of Affect and Emotion

Against the background of the media commercialization reform since the 1990s in China and drawing
on the case of »X-Change« (2006-2019), Wei Dong investigates the affective meaning-making mech-
anism in the multimodal text of Chinese reality TV. The focus lies on the ways in which emotions are
appropriated and disciplined by regimes of power and identity, and the ways in which affect - in this
case primarily kuging (bitter emotions) communicated by the material and the body - have the potential
to challenge or exceed existing relations of power in the mediascape. Wei Dong shows how Chinese
reality TV provides a historical and theoretical opportunity for understanding the affective structures of
contemporary China in the dynamic process of fracture and integration.

Web of Meaning

Exploring online privacy, cyber-nationalism, and the network market, this book details the crucial and
evolving role played by the Internet in present-day China.

The Political Economy of Affect and Emotion in East Asia

When thinking about the culture and economy of East Asia, many attribute to the region a range of
dispositions, including a preference for consensus and social harmony, loyalty and respect towards
superiors and government, family values, collectivism, and communitarianism. Affect is central to these
concepts, and yet the role of affect and its animated or imagined potentialities in the political economy
of East Asia has not been systematically studied. The book examines the affective dimensions of
power and economy in East Asia. It illuminates the dynamics of contemporary governance, and ways
of overcoming common Western assumptions about East Asian societies. Here, affect is defined as
felt quality that gives meaning and imagination to social, political, and economic processes, and as this
book demonstrates, it can provide an analytical tool for a nuanced and enriched analysis of social, polit-
ical, and economic transformations in East Asia. Through ethnographic and media analyses, this book
provides a framework for analyzing emerging phenomena in East Asia, such as happiness promaotion,
therapeutic governance, the psychologization of social issues, the rise of self-help genres, transnational
labor migration, new ideologies of gender and the family, and mass-mediated affective communities.
Through the lens of affect theory, the contributors explore changing political configurations, economic
engagements, modes of belonging, and forms of subjectivity in East Asia, and use ethnographic
research and discourse analysis to illustrate the affective dimensions of state and economic power
and the way affect informs and inspires action. This interdisciplinary book will be of great interest to
students and scholars of Asian studies, anthropology, sociology, media studies, history, cultural studies,
and gender and women'’s studies.



Culture, Music Education, and the Chinese Dream in Mainland China

This book focuses on the rapidly changing sociology of music as manifested in Chinese society

and Chinese education. It examines how social changes and cultural politics affect how music is
currently being used in connection with the Chinese dream. While there is a growing trend toward
incorporating the Chinese dream into school education and higher education, there has been no
scholarly discussion to date. The combination of cultural politics, transformed authority relations, and
officially approved songs can provide us with an understanding of the official content on the Chinese
dream that is conveyed in today’s Chinese society, and how these factors have influenced the renewal
of values-based education and practices in school music education in China.

Teacher Management in China

Education has long been highly valued in China, and continues to be highly valued, both by the state,
which appreciates the value of education for maintaining China's economic rise, and by parents, who,
affected by the One Child Policy, devote a large proportion of their incomes to their one child's education.
This book explores current systems of teacher management in China and assesses their effectiveness.
It charts the development of China's education system, outlines present day human resource man-
agement methods in Chinese schools, including practices for recruitment and selection, training and
development, performance appraisal, and rewards, both pay and non-financial rewards, and describes
recent changes and innovations. The book concludes that a high performance work system, enhanced
by traditional paternalistic humanised management and by pragmatism, predominates, with important
consequences for teachers’ jobs and performance, and for the quality of students' school life.

Media Culture in Transnational Asia

Media Culture in Transnational Asia: Convergences and Divergences offers a comprehensive and
extensive overview of the production, consumption, and exchange of media in Asia, presenting the
region as a rich site for media examination and exploration.

Chinese Discourses on Happiness

Happiness is on China’s agenda. From Xi Jinping’s “Chinese Dream” to online chat forums, the
conspicuous references to happiness are hard to miss. This groundbreaking volume analyzes how
different social groups make use of the concept and shows how closely official discourses on happiness
are intertwined with popular sentiments. The Chinese Communist Party’s attempts to define happiness
and well-being around family-focused Han Chinese cultural traditions clearly strike a chord with

the wider population. The collection highlights the links connecting the ideologies promoted by the
government and the way they inform, and are in turn informed by, various deliberations and feelings
circulating in the society. Contributors analyze the government’s “happiness maximization strategies,”
including public service advertising campaigns, Confucian and Daoist-inflected discourses adapted
for the self-help market, and the promotion of positive psychology as well as “happy housewives.”
They also discuss forces countering the hegemonic discourse: different forms of happiness in the
LGBTQ community, teachings of Tibetan Buddhism that subvert the material culture propagated by the
government, and the cynical messages in online novels that expose the fictitious nature of propaganda.
Collectively, the authors bring out contemporary Chinese voices engaging with different philosophies,
practices, and idealistic imaginings on what it means to be happy. “This distinctive volume creates
sustained dialogues around a substantive debate. Rejecting the conventional contrasts between China
and the West, and yet deeply immersed in sinophone media, the authors understand Chinese discourse
on happiness as multiple but interconnected conversations within a globally shared production of
knowledge. Equally concerned with text and image, they exhibit an ethnographic eye as sharp as

any orthodox ethnography.” —Deborah Davis, Yale University “Wielander and Hird have put together
a superbly researched and thoughtfully written set of essays on the multiple ways in which that most
elusive of all states—happiness—is understood and pursued in contemporary China. A volume that
should become required reading for all interested in Chinese society today.” —Julia C. Strauss, SOAS,
University of London “Chinese Discourses on Happiness is a timely new collection of essays edited by
two sinologists based in Britain, Gerda Wielander and Derek Hird. It explores how China’s propaganda
machine devotes extraordinary efforts to promoting the idea that the Chinese people enjoy good and
meaningful lives under Communism—precisely because economic growth alone does a poor job of
generating happiness.” —The Economist

Civilising Citizens in Post-Mao China



Political discourse in contemporary China is intimately linked to the patriotic reverie of restoring China
as a great civilisation, a dream of reformers since the beginning of the twentieth century. The concept
and use of suzhi — a term that denotes the idea of cultivating a ‘quality’ citizenship — is central to this
programme of rejuvenation, and is enjoying a revival. This book therefore offers an accessible and
comprehensive analysis of suzhi, investigating the underlying cultural, philosophical and psychological
foundations that propel the suzhi discourse. Using a new method to analyse Chinese governance —
one that is both historical and discursive in approach — the book demonstrates how suzhi has been
made into a political resource by the Chinese Communist Party-State, journeying from Confucianism
to socialism. Ultimately, it asks the question: if we cannot rely on Western models of governance

to explain how China is governed, what method of analysis can we use? Making use of over 200
Chinese-language primary sources, the book highlights the link between suzhi and similar discourses
in post-Mao China, including those centring on notions of ‘civilisation’, ‘harmonious society’ and the
'‘China dream'. As the first book to provide an in-depth study of suzhi and its relevance in Chinese
society, Civilising Citizens in Post-Mao China will be useful for students and scholars of Chinese studies,
Chinese politics and sociology.

Journalism and Ethics: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice

In the modern hyperconnected society, consumers are able to access news from a variety of channels,
including social media, television, mobile devices, the internet, and more. From sensationalist headlines
designed to attract click-throughs to accusations of bias assigned to specific news sources, it is more
important now than ever that the media industry maintains best practices and adheres to ethical
reporting. By properly informing citizens of critical national concerns, the media can help to transform
society and promote active participation. Journalism and Ethics: Breakthroughs in Research and
Practice examines the impacts of journalism on society and the media’s responsibility to accurately
inform citizens of government and non-government activities in an ethical manner. It also provides
emerging research on multimedia journalism across various platforms and formats using digital
technologies. Highlighting a range of pertinent topics such as investigative journalism, freedom of
expression, and media regulation, this publication is an ideal reference source for media professionals,
public relations officers, reporters, news writers, scholars, academicians, researchers, and upper-level
students interested in journalism and journalistic ethics.

Christian Social Activism and Rule of Law in Chinese Societies

The historical analysis, theological reflections, and sociological observations found in the chapters of
Christian Social Activism and Rule of Law in Chinese Societies reveal the vibrant influence of Christian
individuals and groups on social, political, and legal activism in mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,

and diasporic communities.

Between the State and Market

This book investigates handwritten entertainment fiction (shouchaoben wenxue) which circulated
clandestinely during the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Lena Henningsen’s analyses of exemplary stories
and their variation across different manuscript copies brings to light the creativity of these read-
ers-turned-copyists. Through copying, readers modified the stories and became secondary authors
who reflected on the realities of the Cultural Revolution. Through an enquiry into actual reading
practices as mapped in autobiographical accounts and into intertextual references within the stories, the
book also positions manuscript fiction within the larger reading cosmos of the long 1970s. Henningsen
analyzes the production, circulation and consumption of these texts, considering continuities across the
alleged divide of the end of the Mao-era and the beginning of the reform period. The book further reveals
how these texts achieved fruitful afterlives as re-published bestsellers or as adaptations into comic
books or movies, continuing to shape the minds of their audience and the imaginations of the past.
Chapter 5 is available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
via link.springer.com.

Cultural Revolution Manuscripts

Written by an international team of leading scholars, this volume examines socio-political transforma-
tions of contemporary Chinese society through a systematic account, analysis and assessment of its
salient discourses and their production, circulation, negotiation, and consequences.



Discourse, Politics and Media in Contemporary China

The rise of China has brought about a dramatic increase in the rate of migration from mainland China. At
the same time, the Chinese government has embarked on a full-scale push for the internationalisation
of Chinese media and culture. Media and communication have therefore become crucial factors in
shaping the increasingly fraught politics of transnational Chinese communities. This book explores
the changing nature of these communities, and reveals their dynamic and complex relationship to the
media in a range of countries worldwide. Overall, the book highlights a number of ways in which China’s
"going global” policy interacts with other factors in significantly reshaping the content and contours of
the diasporic Chinese media landscape. In doing so, this book constitutes a major rethinking of Chinese
transnationalism in the twenty-first century.

Media and Communication in the Chinese Diaspora

Mapping Media in China is the first book-length study that goes below the 'national’ scale to focus on
the rich diversity of media in China from local, provincial and regional angles. This book explores the
media as both a reflection of the diversity within China and as an active agent behind these growing
differences. It will be invaluable to both students and scholars of Chinese and Asian studies, media
and communication studies, geography, anthropology and cultural studies.

Mapping Media in China

Since the late 1990s, there has been a crucial and substantial transformation in China’s television
system involving institutional, structural and regulatory changes. Unravelling the implications of these
changes is vital for understanding the politics of Chinese media policy-making and regulation, and
thus a comprehensive study of this history has never been more essential. This book studies the
transformation of the policy and regulation of the Chinese television sector within a national political
and economic context from 1996 to the present day. Taking a historical and sociological approach, it
engages in the theoretical debates over the nature of the transformation of media in the authoritarian
Chinese state; the implications of the ruling party’s political legitimacy and China’s central-local conflicts
upon television policy-making and market structure; and the nature of the media modernisation
process in a developing country. Its case studies include broadcasting systems in Shanghai and
Guangdong, which demonstrate that varied polices and development strategies have been adopted by
television stations, reflecting different local circumstances and needs. Arguing that rather than being
a homogenous entity, China has demonstrated substantial local diversity and complex interactions
between local, national and global media, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of
Chinese media, politics and policy, and international communications.

Chinese Television in the Twenty-first Century

The Internet and social media are pervasive and transformative forces in contemporary China. Nearly
half of China's 1.3 billion citizens use the Internet, and tens of millions use Sina Weibo, a platform
similar to Twitter or Facebook. Recently, Weixin/Wechat has become another major form of social
media. While these services have allowed regular people to share information and opinions as never
before, they also have changed the ways in which the Chinese authorities communicate with the people
they rule. China's party-state now invests heavily in speaking to Chinese citizens through the Internet
and social media, as well as controlling the speech that occurs in that space. At the same time, those
authorities are wary of the Internet's ability to undermine the ruling party's power, organize dissent,
or foment disorder. Nevertheless, policy debates and public discourse in China now regularly occur
online, to an extent unimaginable a decade or two ago, profoundly altering the fabric of China's civil
society, legal affairs, internal politics, and foreign relations. The Internet, Social Media, and a Changing
China explores the changing relationship between China's cyberspace and its society, politics, legal
system, and foreign relations. The chapters focus on three major policy areas—civil society, the roles
of law, and the nationalist turn in Chinese foreign policy—and cover topics such as the Internet and
authoritarianism, "uncivil society" online, empowerment through new media, civic engagement and
digital activism, regulating speech in the age of the Internet, how the Internet affects public opinion,
legal cases, and foreign policy, and how new media affects the relationship between Beijing and
Chinese people abroad. Contributors: Anne S.Y. Cheung, Rogier Creemers, Jacques deLisle, Avery
Goldstein, Peter Gries, Min Jiang, Dalei Jie, Ya-Wen Lei, James Reilly, Zengzhi Shi, Derek Steiger,
Marina Svensson, Wang Tao, Guobin Yang, Chuanjie Zhang, Daniel Xiaodan Zhou.



Television Regulation and Media Policy in China

New information technologies have, to an unprecedented degree, come to reshape human relations,
identities and communities both online and offline. As Internet narratives including online fiction, poetry
and films reflect and represent ambivalent politics in China, the Chinese state wishes to enable the
formidable soft power of this new medium whilst at the same time handling the ideological uncertainties
it inevitably entails. This book investigates the ways in which class, gender, ethnicity and ethics are
reconfigured, complicated and enriched by the closely intertwined online and offline realities in China.
It combs through a wide range of theories on Internet culture, intellectual history, and literary, film,
and cultural studies, and explores a variety of online cultural materials, including digitized spoofing,
microblog fictions, micro-films, online fictions, web dramas, photographs, flash mobs, popular literature
and films. These materials have played an important role in shaping the contemporary cultural scene,
but have so far received little critical attention. Here, the authors demonstrate how Chinese Internet
culture has provided a means to intervene in the otherwise monolithic narratives of identity and
community. Offering an important contribution to the rapidly growing field of Internet studies, this book
will also be of interest to students and scholars of Chinese culture, literary and film studies, media and
communication studies, and Chinese society.

The Internet, Social Media, and a Changing China

Offers new understandings of gender construction and nation-building through the lens of recent
Chinese television programs.

Reconfiguring Class, Gender, Ethnicity and Ethics in Chinese Internet Culture

Unlike many studies of social attitudes, which are based on large scale quantitative surveys, or which
focus on the attitude of elites, this book considers the views of ordinary people, and is based on
in-depth, qualitative interviews. This approach results in rich, nuanced data, and is especially helpful
for highlighting ambivalent attitudes, where respondents may hold positive and negative views on a
particular topic, views which are liable to change. The book examines attitudes on a range of subjects
of current importance, including views on nationalism and internationalism, housing preferences, and
educational ambitions. Throughout, the book explores how far attitudes are influenced by traditional
Chinese values or by the neo-liberal outlook fostered by recent reforms, and concludes that materialism
and individualism have increased.

Televising Chineseness

This book takes an ethnographic approach to discuss the policy practices within China’s broadcasting
industry. Exploring the gap between the contemporary policy regime and its implementation in national
broadcasters and streaming services, taking into account the interplay between broadcasters, political
bodies, producers and audiences, Zhu explains the contemporary role of Chinese national broadcast-
ers in mediating the public discourse, the collective reimagining of China’s national identity, and the
newly-found policy initiative of using state media as a means of nation branding. Cases investigated
include China Central Television (CCTV) Documentary, China Global Television Network (CGTN), and
the Shanghai Media Group (SMG), as well as co-productions made by CCTV and international media
firms, including the BBC, Discovery and the Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK), in a book that will
interest scholars of Chinese politics, media studies, and sociology.

Social Attitudes in Contemporary China

The first systematic, comprehensive and critical English-language study of radio in China, this book
documents a historical understanding of Chinese radio from the early twentieth century to the present.
Covering both public matters and private lives, Radio and Social Transformation in China analyses a
range of themes from healthcare, migration and education, to intimacy, family and friendship. Through
a concentrated and thorough scrutiny of a variety of new genres and radio practices in post-Mao
China, it also investigates the interaction between radio and social change, particularly in the era of
economic reform. Building on the core theoretical concept of ‘compressed modernity’, each of the
radio genres explored is shown to embody China's efforts to achieve modernity, while simultaneously
exemplifying radio's capacity to manage the challenges that have arisen from the country's distinctive
and perhaps unique process of modernization. Written in an engaging style, this book makes an
important contribution to radio history internationally. As such, it will be of great interest to students



and scholars of broadcast media, radio and Communication Studies, as well as Chinese culture and
society.

Media Power and its Control in Contemporary China

The growth of rights defence movements in China reflects the increasing capacity of Chinese citizens to
shape their own civic discourse in order to achieve diverse goals. Rights defence campaigns have taken
novel forms which are unprecedented in China, including the use of the Internet by rights campaigners,
the development of rights entrepreneurs, and the selection of representatives and leaders in rights
defence campaigns. Defending Rights in Contemporary China offers the first comprehensive analysis
of the emergence and development of notions of rights defence, or weiquan, in China. Further, it
shows that rights defence campaigns reflect the changing lives and priorities of Chinese citizens, both
urban and rural, and the changing distribution of power in China. The Chinese government first used
rights defence to promote the law and protect the rights of the weak. But the use of rights defence
strategies by private citizens, and lawyers also demonstrates changing power structures — in areas as
diverse as private property rights, rights for the handicapped, corruption claims and grievances with
officials. In this book, Jonathan Benney argues that the idea of rights defence has gone from being

a tool of the government to being a tool to attack the party-state, and explores the consequences

of this controversial activist movement. This book offers essential insight into the development of
rights in contemporary China and will be highly relevant for students, scholars and specialists in legal
developments in Asia as well as anyone interested in social movements in China.

Radio and Social Transformation in China

This book discusses the use of the internet in China, the complicated power relations in online political
communications, and the interactions and struggles between the government and the public over the
use of the internet. It argues that there is a "semi-structured” online public sphere, in which there is a
certain amount of equal and liberal political communication, but that the online political debates are also
limited by government control and censorship, as well as by inequality and exclusions, and moreover
that the government rarely engages in the political debates. Based on extensive original research,
and considering specific debates around particular issues, the book analyses how Chinese net-users
debate about political issues, how they problematize the government’s actions and policies, what
language they use, what online discourses are produced, and how the debates and online discourses
are limited. Overall, the book provides a rich picture of the current state of online political communication
in China.

Defending Rights in Contemporary China

China's economic transformation has brought with it much social dislocation, which in turn has led to
much social protest. This book presents a comprehensive analysis of the large-scale mass incidents
which have taken place in the last decade. The book analyses these incidents systematically, discussing
their nature, causes and outcomes. It shows the wide range of protests — tax riots, land and labour
disputes, disputes within companies, including private and foreign companies, environmental protests
and ethnic clashes — and shows how the nature of protests has changed over time. The book argues
that the protests have been prompted by the socioeconomic transformations of the last decade, which
have dislocated many individuals and groups, whilst also giving society increased autonomy and social
freedom, enabling many people to become more vocal and active in their confrontations with the state.
It suggests that many protests are related to corruption, that is failures by officials to adhere to the high
standards which should be expected from benevolent government; it demonstrates how the Chinese
state, far from being rigid, bureaucratic and authoritarian, is often sensitive and flexible in its response
to protest, frequently addressing grievances and learning from its own mistakes; and it shows how the
multilevel responsibility structure of the Chinese regime has enabled the central government to absorb
the shock waves of social protest and continue to enjoy legitimacy.

The Chinese Internet

The study of Chinese media is a field that is growing and evolving at an exponential rate. Not only are
the Chinese media a fascinating subject for analysis in their own right, but they also offer scholars
and students a window to observe multi-directional flows of information, culture and communications
within the contexts of globalization and regionalization. Moreover, the study of Chinese media provides
an invaluable opportunity to test and refine the variety of communications theories that researchers



have used to describe, analyse, compare and contrast systems of communications. The Routledge
Handbook of Chinese Media is a prestigious reference work providing an overview of the study of
Chinese media. Gary and Ming-Yeh Rawnsley bring together an interdisciplinary perspective with
contributions by an international team of renowned scholars on subjects such as television, journalism
and the internet and social media. Locating Chinese media within a regional setting by focusing on
‘Greater China’, the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau and overseas Chinese
communities; the chapters highlight the convergence of media and platforms in the region; and
emphasise the multi-directional and trans-national character of media/information flows in East Asia.
Contributing to the growing de-westernization of media and communications studies; this handbook is
an essential and comprehensive reference work for students of all levels and scholars in the fields of
Chinese Studies and Media Studies.

Social Protest in Contemporary China, 2003-2010

This book offers an in-depth account of social media, journalism and collective memory through a
five-year analysis of Weibo, a leading Chinese micro-blogging platform, and prism of transitional China
in a globalizing world. How does society remember public events in the rapidly changing age of
social media? Eileen Le Han examines how various kinds of public events are shared, debated, and
their historical significance and worthiness of remembrance highlighted on Weibo. Journalism plays a
significant part in mobilizing collective remembering of these events, in a society with rapidly changing
topics on the platform, the tightening state control, and nationalism on the rise. The first five years

of Weibo reflect a dramatic change in Chinese society, where journalists, media professionals, and
opinion leaders in other fields of expertise, together with ordinary citizens directly affected by these
changes in everyday life collaborate to witness the rapid social transition.

Routledge Handbook of Chinese Media

How are different groups of people such as sex workers, migrant workers, rural cadres and homosexu-
als represented in China’s media? How accurately do representations created by the media reflect the
lived experiences of Chinese people? Do Chinese people accept the representations and messages
disseminated by the media? Can they use the media to portray their own interests? How are media
practices in China changing? Have new technologies and increased access to international media
opened up new spaces for struggle in China? The essays in this volume address these questions

by using a combination of ethnography and textual analysis and by exploring representation in and
usage of a range of media including instant messaging, the internet, television, films, magazines

and newspapers. The essays highlight highlights the richness, diversity, and sometimes contradictory
tendencies of the meanings and consequences of media representations in China. The volume cautions
against approaches that take the representations created by the media in China at face value and
against oversimplified assumptions about the motivations and agency of players in the complex
struggles that occur between the media, the Chinese state, and Chinese citizens.

Micro-blogging Memories

This innovative and widely praised volume uses the dramatic occupation of Tiananmen Square as the
foundation for rethinking the cultural dimensions of Chinese politics. Now in a revised and expanded
second edition, the book includes enhanced coverage of key issues, such as the political dimensions
of popular culture (addressed in a new chapter on C

Media, ldentity, and Struggle in Twenty-First-Century China

This book analyses public sector reform comprehensively in all parts of China’s public sector —
government bureaucracy, public service units and state-owned enterprises. It argues that reform of the
public sector has become an issue of great concern to the Chinese leaders, who realize that efficient
public administration is key to securing the regime’s governing capacity and its future survival. The
book shows how thinking about public sector reform has shifted in recent decades from a quantitative
emphasis on 'small government’, which involved the reduction in size of what was perceived as a
bloated bureaucracy, to an emphasis on the quality of governance, which may result in an increase in
public sector personnel. The book shows how, although Western ideas about public sector reform have
had an impact, Chinese government continues to be best characterized as 'state capitalism', with the
large state-owned enterprises continuing to play an important — and increasing — role in the economy
and in business. However, state-owned enterprises no longer provide care for large numbers of people



from the cradle to the grave — finding an alternative, efficient way of delivering basic welfare and health
care is the big challenge facing China’s public sector.

Popular Protest and Political Culture in Modern China

Globalization and Public Sector Reform in China
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