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Human Nature After Darwin A Philosophical Introduction 
Philosophy And The Human Situation

#human nature philosophy #Darwinian thought #philosophical introduction #human situation ethics #evolutionary 
philosophy 

This philosophical introduction explores the complex concept of human nature in the wake of Darwin's 
transformative theories. It delves into how Darwinian thought profoundly reshapes our understanding 
of the human situation, examining philosophical perspectives on evolution, ethics, and our place in the 
natural world. This text provides a foundational look at the intersection of philosophy and the human 
condition as viewed through a post-Darwinian lens.
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Human Nature After Darwin

Human Nature After Darwin is an original investigation of the implications of Darwinism for our 
understanding of ourselves and our situation. It casts new light on current Darwinian controversies, 
also providing an introduction to philosophical reasoning and a range of philosophical problems. 
Janet Radcliffe Richards claims that many current battles about Darwinism are based on mistaken 
assumptions about the implications of the rival views. Her analysis of these implications provides a 
much-needed guide to the fundamentals of Darwinism and the so-called Darwin wars, as well as 
providing a set of philosophical techniques relevant to wide areas of moral and political debate. The 
lucid presentation makes the book an ideal introduction to both philosophy and Darwinism as well as 
a substantive contribution to topics of intense current controversy. It will be of interest to students of 
philosophy, science and the social sciences, and critical thinking.

Human nature after Darwin

This book compares two competing theories of human nature: the more traditional theory espoused in 
different forms by centuries of western philosophy and the newer, Darwinian model. In the traditional 
view, the human being is a hybrid being, with a lower, animal nature and a higher, rational or “spiritual” 
component. The competing Darwinian account does away with the idea of a higher nature and attempts 
to provide a complete reduction of human nature to the evolutionary goals of survival and reproduction. 
Whitley Kaufman presents the case that the traditional conception, regardless of one's religious views 
or other beliefs, provides a superior account of human nature and culture. We are animals, but we 
are also rational animals. Kaufman explores the most fundamental philosophical questions as they 
relate to this debate over human nature—for example: Is free will an illusion? Is morality a product of 
evolution, with no objective basis? Is reason merely a tool for promoting reproductive success? Is art 
an adaptation for attracting mates? Is there any higher meaning or purpose to human life? Human 
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Nature and the Limits of Darwinism aims to assess the competing views of human nature and present 
a clear account of the issues on this most pressing of questions. It engages in a close analysis of the 
numerous recent attempts to explain all human aims in terms of Darwinian processes and presents 
the arguments in support of the traditional conception of human nature.

Human Nature and the Limits of Darwinism

A brief, radical defense of human uniqueness from acclaimed philosopher Roger Scruton In this 
short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton presents an original and radical defense 
of human uniqueness. Confronting the views of evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, and 
philosophical materialists such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that human 
beings cannot be understood simply as biological objects. We are not only human animals; we are also 
persons, in essential relation with other persons, and bound to them by obligations and rights. Scruton 
develops and defends his account of human nature by ranging widely across intellectual history, from 
Plato and Averroës to Darwin and Wittgenstein. The book begins with Kant’s suggestion that we are 
distinguished by our ability to say “I”—by our sense of ourselves as the centers of self-conscious 
reflection. This fact is manifested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It is the foundation of the 
moral sense, as well as of the aesthetic and religious conceptions through which we shape the human 
world and endow it with meaning. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, even 
though it is a natural and not a supernatural fact. Ultimately, Scruton offers a new way of understanding 
how self-consciousness affects the question of how we should live. The result is a rich view of human 
nature that challenges some of today’s most fashionable ideas about our species.

On Human Nature

Wittgenstein famously remarked in 1923, "Darwin's theory has no more relevance for philosophy than 
any other hypothesis in natural science." Yet today we are witnessing a major revival of interest in 
applying evolutionary approaches to philosophical problems. Philosophy after Darwin is an anthology 
of essential writings covering the most influential ideas about the philosophical implications of Dar-
winism, from the publication of On the Origin of Species to today's cutting-edge research. Michael 
Ruse presents writings by leading modern thinkers and researchers--including some writings never 
before published--together with the most important historical documents on Darwinism and philosophy, 
starting with Darwin himself. Included here are Herbert Spencer, Friedrich Nietzsche, Thomas Henry 
Huxley, G. E. Moore, John Dewey, Konrad Lorenz, Stephen Toulmin, Karl Popper, Edward O. Wilson, 
Hilary Putnam, Philip Kitcher, Elliott Sober, and Peter Singer. Readers will encounter some of the 
staunchest critics of the evolutionary approach, such as Alvin Plantinga, as well as revealing excerpts 
from works like Jack London's The Call of the Wild. Ruse's comprehensive general introduction and 
insightful section introductions put these writings in context and explain how they relate to such fields 
as epistemology, philosophy of mind, philosophy of language, and ethics. An invaluable anthology 
and sourcebook, Philosophy after Darwin traces philosophy's complicated relationship with Darwin's 
dangerous idea, and shows how this relationship reflects a broad movement toward a secular, more 
naturalistic understanding of the human experience.

Philosophy after Darwin

Uses examples from fiction and film to show how theories about human nature can be applied. By 
linking abstract theory to real life through story telling and story analysis, this text offers a way of helping 
students understand, interpret, and evaluate our condition.

The Human Condition

This book provides a unique discussion of human evolution from a philosophical viewpoint, looking at 
the facts and interpretations since Charles Darwin's The Descent of Man. Michael Ruse explores such 
topics as the nature of scientific theories, the relationships between culture and biology, the problem of 
progress and the extent to which evolutionary issues pose problems for religious beliefs. He identifies 
these issues, highlighting the problems for morality in a world governed by natural selection. By taking 
a philosophical viewpoint, the full ethical and moral dimensions of human evolution are examined. This 
book engages the reader in a thorough discussion of the issues, appealing to students in philosophy, 
biology and anthropology.

The Philosophy of Human Evolution



In this invaluable book, Tim Lewens shows in a clear and accessible manner how important Darwin is for 
philosophy and how his work has shaped and challenged the very nature of the subject. Beginning with 
an overview of Darwin’s life and work, the subsequent chapters discuss the full range of fundamental 
philosophical topics from a Darwinian perspective. These include natural selection; the origin and nature 
of species; the role of evidence in scientific enquiry; the theory of Intelligent Design; evolutionary 
approaches to the human mind; the implications of Darwin’s work for ethics and epistemology; and 
the question of how social and political thought needs to be updated in the light of a Darwinian 
understanding of human nature. A concluding chapter assesses the philosophical legacy of Darwin’s 
thought. Darwin is essential reading for anyone in the humanities, social sciences and sciences seeking 
a philosophical introduction to Darwin, or anyone simply seeking a philosophical companion to Darwin’s 
own writings.

Darwin

People have always been xenophobic, but an explicit philosophical and scientific view of human racial 
difference only began to emerge during the modern period. Why and how did this happen? Surveying a 
range of philosophical and natural-scientific texts, dating from the Spanish Renaissance to the German 
Enlightenment, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference charts the evolution of the modern 
concept of race and shows that natural philosophy, particularly efforts to taxonomize and to order 
nature, played a crucial role. Smith demonstrates how the denial of moral equality between Europeans 
and non-Europeans resulted from converging philosophical and scientific developments, including a 
declining belief in human nature's universality and the rise of biological classification. The racial typing 
of human beings grew from the need to understand humanity within an all-encompassing system 
of nature, alongside plants, minerals, primates, and other animals. While racial difference as seen 
through science did not arise in order to justify the enslavement of people, it became a rationalization 
and buttress for the practices of trans-Atlantic slavery. From the work of François Bernier to G. W. 
Leibniz, Immanuel Kant, and others, Smith delves into philosophy's part in the legacy and damages 
of modern racism. With a broad narrative stretching over two centuries, Nature, Human Nature, and 
Human Difference takes a critical historical look at how the racial categories that we divide ourselves 
into came into being.

Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference

The Ascent of Man develops a comprehensive theory of human nature. James F. Harris sees human 
nature as an emergent property that supervenes a cluster of properties. Despite significant overlap 
between individuals that have human nature and those that are biologically human, the concept of 
human nature developed in this book is different. Whether biologically human or not, an individual may 
be said to possess human nature. This theory of human nature is called the"cluster theory." Harris 
takes as his point of departurePlato's comment that in learning what a thing is we should look to 
the ways in which it acts upon or is acted upon by other things. He commits to a methodological 
naturalism and draws upon current views from the social and biological sciences. The cluster theory 
he develops represents one of the very few completely novel theories of human nature developed in 
the post-Darwin era. It will prove most useful in dealing with philosophical questions involving such 
contemporary issues as cloning, cybernetics, and the possibility of extraterrestrial life. The fundamental 
conceptual issue is how plastic and elastic is the nature of human nature. Just how different might we 
imagine human beings to be and still be human in the sense that they still possess whatever it is that 
accounts for a unique nature? The theory of human nature developed in this book is a descriptive, 
dynamic, bottom-up, non-essentialist, naturalist theory. Harris is well versed in classical philosophy 
and contemporary behavioral science. He writes in a graceful, open-ended way that both educates 
and illuminates renewed interest in what it means to be human.

The Ascent of Man

Ideas of Human Nature (second edition) presents twelve of the most influential Western thinkers on 
the topic of human nature. Roger Trigg examines the thinkers in their historical context and discusses 
their relevance to contemporary controversies.

Ideas of Human Nature



Written in a simple, accessible style, Commonsense Darwinism offers a clear, critical examination of 
the subject. Assuming that the diversity of life, including human beings, is the result of evolution from 
common origins and that its driving force is natural selection, the book explores what this might mean 
for issues in ethics, philosophy of religion, epistemology, and metaphysics. The author’s defense of free 
will makes this an especially stimulating read.

Commonsense Darwinism

Why do we think ourselves superior to all other animals? Are we right to think so? In this book, 
Michael Ruse explores these questions in religion, science and philosophy. Some people think that 
the world is an organism - and that humans, as its highest part, have a natural value (this view appeals 
particularly to people of religion). Others think that the world is a machine - and that we therefore have 
responsibility for making our own value judgements (including judgements about ourselves). Ruse 
provides a compelling analysis of these two rival views and the age-old conflict between them. In a 
wide-ranging and fascinating discussion, he draws on Darwinism and existentialism to argue that only 
the view that the world is a machine does justice to our humanity. This new series offers short and 
personal perspectives by expert thinkers on topics that we all encounter in our everyday lives.

A Philosopher Looks at Human Beings

This book explores the idea of human nature and the many understandings of it put forward by such 
diverse figures as Aristotle, Rousseau, Marx, Freud, Darwin, and E.O. Wilson. Each chapter looks at 
a different theory and offers a concise explanation, assessing the theory's plausibility without forcing it 
into a mould. Some chapters deal with the ideas of only one thinker, while others (such as the chapters 
on liberalism and feminism) present a variety of different positions. A clear distinction is made between 
theories of human nature and the political theories which so often follow from them. For the new edition, 
Loptson has addressed the new developments in the rapidly expanding genetic and paleontological 
record, as well as expanded the discussion of the Christian theory of human nature by incorporating the 
ideas of the Marx scholar and social theorist G.A. Cohen. The new edition has also been substantively 
revised and updated throughout.

Theories of Human Nature - Third Edition

This textbook begins with a discussion of the basics of philosophy, the techniques of argument, and 
the question of human nature. It then presents competing theories, in roughly chronological order. 
Among these are the theories of Buddha, Confucius, Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Descartes, 
Kant, Marx, Sartre, Freud, sociobiology, and cognitive science. Wall teaches at Emmanuel College. 
Annotation :2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

On Human Nature

This book provides a unique discussion of human evolution from a philosophical viewpoint, looking at 
the facts and interpretations since Charles Darwin's The Descent of Man. Michael Ruse explores such 
topics as the nature of scientific theories, the relationships between culture and biology, the problem of 
progress and the extent to which evolutionary issues pose problems for religious beliefs. He identifies 
these issues, highlighting the problems for morality in a world governed by natural selection. By taking 
a philosophical viewpoint, the full ethical and moral dimensions of human evolution are examined. This 
book engages the reader in a thorough discussion of the issues, appealing to students in philosophy, 
biology and anthropology.

The Philosophy of Human Evolution

Originally published in the late 1930's, 'The Human Situation'; was written by W. MacNeile Dixon, a 
great philosopher in his time. The author was the Regius Professor of English Language and Literature 
at the University of Glasgow from 1904 until his retirement in 1935. Published in the late 1930s, 'The 
Human Situation' comprises the Gifford Lectures (renowned in philosophical circles) delivered at the 
University of Glasgow from 1935 to 1937.

The Human Situation

Philosophers, anthropologists and biologists have long puzzled over the question of human nature. 
It is also a question that Kant thought about deeply and returned to in many of his writings. In this 



lucid and wide-ranging introduction to Kant’s philosophy of human nature - which is essential for 
understanding his thought as a whole - Patrick R. Frierson assesses Kant’s theories and examines 
his critics. He begins by explaining how Kant articulates three ways of addressing the question ‘what 
is the human being?’: the transcendental, the empirical, and the pragmatic. He then considers some 
of the great theorists of human nature who wrestle with Kant’s views, such as Hegel, Marx, Darwin, 
Nietzsche, and Freud; contemporary thinkers such as E.O.Wilson and Daniel Dennett, who have sought 
biological explanations of human nature; Thomas Kuhn, Michel Foucault, and Clifford Geertz, who 
emphasize the diversity of human beings in different times and places; and existentialist philosophers 
such as Sartre and Heidegger. He argues that whilst these approaches challenge and enrich Kant’s 
views in significant ways, all suffer from serious weaknesses that Kant’s anthropology can address. 
Taking a core insight of Kant’s - that human beings are fundamentally free but finite - he argues 
that it is the existentialists, particularly Sartre, who are the most direct heirs of his transcendental 
anthropology. The final part of the book is an extremely helpful overview of the work of contemporary 
philosophers, particularly Christine Korsgaard and Jürgen Habermas. Patrick R. Frierson explains 
how these philosophers engage with questions of naturalism, historicism, and existentialism while 
developing Kantian conceptions of the human being. Including chapter summaries and annotated 
further reading, What is the Human Being? is an outstanding introduction to some fundamental aspects 
of Kant’s thought and a judicious assessment of leading theories of human nature. It is essential reading 
for all students of Kant and the philosophy of human nature, as well as those in related disciplines such 
as anthropology, politics and sociology.

What is the Human Being?

Philosophers have traditionally concentrated on the qualities that make human beings different from 
other species. In Beast and Man Mary Midgley, one of our foremost intellectuals, stresses continuities. 
What makes people tick? Largely, she asserts, the same things as animals. She tells us humans are 
rather more like other animals than we previously allowed ourselves to believe, and reminds us just 
how primitive we are in comparison to the sophistication of many animals. A veritable classic for our 
age, Beast and Man has helped change the way we think about ourselves and the world in which we 
live.

Beast and Man

In this ground-breaking book, a renowned bioethicist argues that the political left must radically revise its 
outdated view of human nature. He shows how the insights of modern evolutionary theory, particularly 
on the evolution of cooperation, can help the left attain its social and political goals. Singer explains 
why the left originally rejected Darwinian thought and why these reasons are no longer viable. He 
discusses how twentieth-century thinking has transformed our understanding of Darwinian evolution, 
showing that it is compatible with cooperation as well as competition, and that the left can draw on this 
modern understanding to foster cooperation for socially desirable ends. A Darwinian left, says Singer, 
would still be on the side of the weak, poor, and oppressed, but it would have a better understanding 
of what social and economic changes would really work to benefit them. It would also work toward 
a higher moral status for nonhuman animals and a less anthropocentric view of our dominance over 
nature.

A Darwinian Left

The book covers fundamental issues such as the origins and function of sexual reproduction, mating 
behavior, human mate choice, patterns of violence in families, altruistic behavior, the evolution of brain 
size and the origins of language, the modular mind, and the relationship between genes and culture.

Evolution and Human Behavior

For some, biology explains all there is to know about the mind. Yet many big questions remain: Is 
the mind shaped by genes or the environment? If mental traits are the result of adaptations built 
up over thousands of years, as evolutionary psychologists claim, how can such claims be tested? If 
the mind is a machine, as biologists argue, how does it allow for something as complex as human 
thought? Revised and updated to take account of new developments in the field, The Biological Mind: 
A Philosophical Introduction explores these questions and more, using the philosophy of biology to 
introduce and assess the nature of the mind. Justin Garson addresses the following key topics: moral 
psychology, altruism, and levels of selection; evolutionary psychology and the adaptationism debate; 



genes, environment, and the nature–nurture debate; natural selection and mental representation; 
psychiatric classification and the maladapted mind. This second edition includes three new chapters 
on race, sex, and human nature as well as new sections on group and kin selection, psychological 
altruism, and cultural evolution. Including chapter summaries, annotated further readings, a glossary 
of terms, and examples and case studies throughout, this is an indispensable introduction for those 
teaching philosophy of mind, philosophy of psychology, and philosophy of biology. It will also be an 
excellent resource for those in related fields such as biology.

The Biological Mind

Is human nature something that the natural and social sciences aim to describe, or is it a pernicious 
fiction? What role, if any, does human nature play in directing and informing scientific work? Leading 
figures from the life sciences, philosophy, psychology, and anthropology present new essays exploring 
these questions.

Why We Disagree about Human Nature

This book explores the metaphysical underpinnings of theories of human nature, personhood, and the 
self. The coverage of the work is broad in scope, moving from the Pre-Socratics to Postmodernism, 
critically assessing what transpired during the intervening 2500 year period, with a special focus on the 
contributions of the Aristotelian/Thomistic tradition of inquiry. The work is designed to meet the needs 
of a wide range of readers, from beginners to more advanced students.

Exploring Personhood

Renowned philosopher Mary Midgley explores the nature of our moral constitution to challenge the view 
that reduces human motivation to self-interest. Midgley argues cogently and convincingly that simple, 
one-sided accounts of human motives, such as the 'selfish gene' tendency in recent neo-Darwinian 
thought, may be illuminating but are always unrealistic. Such neatness, she shows, cannot be imposed 
on human psychology. She returns to Darwin's original writings to show how the reductive individualism 
which is now presented as Darwinism does not derive from Darwin but from a wider, Hobbesian tradition 
in Enlightenment thinking. She reveals the selfish gene hypothesis as a cultural accretion that is just not 
seen in nature. Heroic independence is not a realistic aim for Homo sapiens. We are, as Darwin saw, 
earthly organisms, framed to interact constantly with one another and with the complex ecosystems of 
which we are a tiny part. For us, bonds are not just restraints but also lifelines.

The Solitary Self

Explores how Darwin’s theory of human nature can inform educational philosophy.

At Home in the World

Over four previous editions, Ten Theories of Human Nature has been a remarkably popular introduction 
to some of the most influential developments in Western and Eastern thought. This fifth edition features 
a new chapter on Buddhism and a completely revised and reorganized chapter on Darwinian theories. 
Lucid and accessible, Ten Theories of Human Nature, Fifth Edition, compresses into a small space 
the essence of such ancient traditions as Confucianism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and the Old and New 
Testaments as well as the theories of Plato, Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, Karl Marx, and Jean-Paul Sartre. 
The authors juxtapose the ideas of these and other thinkers and traditions in a way that helps readers 
understand how humanity has struggled to comprehend its nature. To encourage readers to think 
critically for themselves and to underscore the similarities and differences between the many theories, 
the book examines each one on four points--the nature of the universe, the nature of humanity, the 
diagnosis of the ills of humanity, and the proposed cure for these problems. Ideal for introductory 
courses in human nature, philosophy, religious studies, and intellectual history, Ten Theories of Human 
Nature, Fifth Edition, will engage and motivate students and other readers to consider how we can 
understand and improve both ourselves and human society.

Ten Theories of Human Nature

No realistic philosophy can be considered complete unless it includes a philosophy of nature. The 
philosophy of human nature is an area where most of the problems of the philosophy of nature occur, 
some of them in a crucial form. Moreover, the philosophy of human nature is an absolute prerequisite for 



a philosophically grounded ethics. Clearly, then, a knowledge of the philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas 
requires a study of the philosophy of human nature.

The Philosophy of Human Nature

If you accept evolutionary theory, can you also believe in God? Are human beings superior to other 
animals, or is this just a human prejudice? Does Darwin have implications for heated issues like 
euthanasia and animal rights? Does evolution tell us the purpose of life, or does it imply that life has no 
ultimate purpose? Does evolution tell us what is morally right and wrong, or does it imply that ultimately 
'nothing' is right or wrong? In this fascinating and intriguing book, Steve Stewart-Williams addresses 
these and other fundamental philosophical questions raised by evolutionary theory and the exciting 
new field of evolutionary psychology. Drawing on biology, psychology and philosophy, he argues that 
Darwinian science supports a view of a godless universe devoid of ultimate purpose or moral structure, 
but that we can still live a good life and a happy life within the confines of this view.

Darwin, God and the Meaning of Life

For over 40 years, Mary Midgley made a forceful case for the relevance and importance of philosophy. 
With characteristic wit and wisdom, she drew special attention to the ways in which our thought influ-
ences our everyday lives. Her wide-ranging explorations of human nature and the self; our connections 
with animals and the natural world; and the complexities of morality, gender, science, and religion 
all contributed to her reputation as one of the most expansive and compelling moral philosophers of 
the twentieth century. Mary Midgley: An Introduction is the first substantive introduction to Midgley's 
influential philosophy on the human condition. This volume, supplemented by original interviews with 
Midgley, outlines the concepts and perspectives for which she is best known and illuminates the 
philosophical problems to which she devoted her life's work.

Mary Midgley

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

An Enquiry Into Human Nature (1853)

Roger Smith offers a philosophical and historical response to modern western discussion of what is 
human. He moves across the disciplinary boundaries, which divide up intellectual life, in pursuit of a 
conception of 'the human sciences'.

Being Human

A critical analysis of modern society which probes familiar concepts in a highly original and concrete 
fashion, and brings alive the enduring principles of humanity.

Human Nature: Fact and Fiction

A collection of essays on the history and philosophy of evolutionary biology which put the theory of 
knowledge and of moral behaviour on a philosophical basis informed by contemporary evolutionary 
biological theory.

Human Nature and the Human Condition

What, exactly, is human nature? What makes humans different from animals (if there is any difference)? 
In this book, Howard Kainz presents a philosophical analysis of the various concepts of human nature 
and the many controversies that have surrounded them for centuries. He explores issues such as 
whether human beings are truly free, whether human instincts differ from animal instincts, and the 
realities of human maturity.

Evolutionary Naturalism



Exploring the changes in scientific thought over the last 100 years, Degler's 'In Search of Human 
Nature' provides a detailed perspective on the reasons behind the shifting emphasis in social thought 
from biology, to culture, and again to biology.

The Philosophy of Human Nature

Being human while trying to scientifically study human nature confronts us with our most vexing 
problem. Efforts to explicate the human mind are thwarted by our cultural biases and entrenched 
infirmities; our first-person experiences as practical agents convince us that we have capacities beyond 
the reach of scientific explanation. What we need to move forward in our understanding of human 
agency, Paul Sheldon Davies argues, is a reform in the way we study ourselves and a long overdue 
break with traditional humanist thinking. Davies locates a model for change in the rhetorical strategies 
employed by Charles Darwin in On the Origin of Species. Darwin worked hard to anticipate and diminish 
the anxieties and biases that his radically historical view of life was bound to provoke. Likewise, Davies 
draws from the history of science and contemporary psychology and neuroscience to build a framework 
for the study of human agency that identifies and diminishes outdated and limiting biases. The result is 
a heady, philosophically wide-ranging argument in favor of recognizing that humans are, like everything 
else, subjects of the natural world—an acknowledgement that may free us to see the world the way it 
actually is.

In Search of Human Nature

The Science of Modern Virtue examines the influence that the philosopher Rene Descartes, the political 
theorist John Locke, and the biologist Charles Darwin have had on our modern understanding of human 
beings and human virtue. Written by leading thinkers from a variety of fields, the volume is a study of the 
complex relation between modern science and modern virtue, between a kind of modern thought and a 
kind of modern action. Offering more than a series of substantive introductions to Descartes', Locke's, 
and Darwin's accounts of who we are and the kind of virtue to which we can aspire, the book invites 
readers to think about the ways in which the writings of these seminal thinkers shaped the democratic 
and technological world in which modern human beings live. Thirteen scholars in this volume learnedly 
explore questions drawn from the diverse disciplines of political science, philosophy, theology, biology, 
and metaphysics. Let the reader be warned: The authors of these essays are anything but consensual 
in their analysis. Considered together, the chapters in this volume carry on a lively internal debate 
that mirrors theoretical modernity's ongoing discussion about the true nature of human beings and the 
science of virtue. Some authors powerfully argue that Locke's and Darwin's thought is amenable to 
the claims made about human beings and human virtue by classical philosophers such as Aristotle 
and classical Christian theologians such as Thomas Aquinas. Others make the opposite case, drawing 
attention to the ways in which Descartes, Locke, and Darwin knowingly and dialectically depart from 
central teachings of both classical philosophy and classical Christian theology.

Subjects of the World

An understanding of human nature has been central to the work of some of the greatest philosophical 
thinkers including Plato, Descartes, Hume, Hobbes, Rousseau, Freud and Marx. Questions such as 
'what is human nature?', 'is there such a thing as an exclusively human nature?', 'through what methods 
might we best discover more about our nature?', and 'to what extent are our actions and beliefs 
constrained by it?' are of central importance not only to philosophy, but to our general understanding of 
ourselves as part of the human species. This volume addresses such questions through the inclusion 
of special commissioned essays by specialists including John Cottingham, Hans-Johann Glock, P. M. 
S. Hacker, Wolfram Hinzen, Rosalind Hursthouse, Peter Kail, Sarah Patterson and Richard Samuels.

The Science of Modern Virtue

Human Nature:
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