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The Spectral Arctic A History Of Ghosts And Dreams In 
Polar Exploration

#spectral arctic #polar exploration ghosts #arctic history dreams #supernatural polar expeditions #explorer 
paranormal encounters 

Delve into the chilling history of spectral encounters and profound dreams that have haunted polar 
explorers in the Arctic. This narrative explores the supernatural phenomena and psychological journeys 
experienced during arduous expeditions, shedding light on how these tales shaped the lore of the icy 
frontier.

Each syllabus includes objectives, reading lists, and course assessments.
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The Spectral Arctic

Visitors to the Arctic enter places that have been traditionally imagined as otherworldly. This strange-
ness fascinated audiences in nineteenth-century Britain when the idea of the heroic explorer voyaging 
through unmapped zones reached its zenith. The Spectral Arctic re-thinks our understanding of Arctic 
exploration by paying attention to the importance of dreams and ghosts in the quest for the Northwest 
Passage. The narratives of Arctic exploration that we are all familiar with today are just the tip of 
the iceberg: they disguise a great mass of mysterious and dimly lit stories beneath the surface. In 
contrast to oft-told tales of heroism and disaster, this book reveals the hidden stories of dreaming and 
haunted explorers, of frozen mummies, of rescue balloons, visits to Inuit shamans, and of the entranced 
female clairvoyants who travelled to the Arctic in search of John Franklin’s lost expedition. Through new 
readings of archival documents, exploration narratives, and fictional texts, these spectral stories reflect 
the complex ways that men and women actually thought about the far North in the past. This revisionist 
historical account allows us to make sense of current cultural and political concerns in the Canadian 
Arctic about the location of Franklin’s ships.
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exploration by paying attention to the importance of dreams and ghosts in the quest for the Northwest 
Passage. The narratives of Arctic exploration that we are all familiar with today are just the tip of 
the iceberg: they disguise a great mass of mysterious and dimly lit stories beneath the surface. In 
contrast to oft-told tales of heroism and disaster, this book reveals the hidden stories of dreaming and 
haunted explorers, of frozen mummies, of rescue balloons, visits to Inuit shamans, and of the entranced 
female clairvoyants who travelled to the Arctic in search of John Franklin’s lost expedition. Through new 
readings of archival documents, exploration narratives, and fictional texts, these spectral stories reflect 
the complex ways that men and women actually thought about the far North in the past. This revisionist 
historical account allows us to make sense of current cultural and political concerns in the Canadian 
Arctic about the location of Franklin’s ships.

Spectral Arctic

Visitors to the Arctic enter places that have been traditionally imagined as otherworldly. This strange-
ness fascinated audiences in nineteenth-century Britain when the idea of the heroic explorer voyaging 
through unmapped zones reached its zenith. The Spectral Arctic re-thinks our understanding of Arctic 
exploration by paying attention to the importance of dreams and ghosts in the quest for the Northwest 
Passage. The narratives of Arctic exploration that we are all familiar with today are just the tip of 
the iceberg: they disguise a great mass of mysterious and dimly lit stories beneath the surface. In 
contrast to oft-told tales of heroism and disaster, this book reveals the hidden stories of dreaming and 
haunted explorers, of frozen mummies, of rescue balloons, visits to Inuit shamans, and of the entranced 
female clairvoyants who travelled to the Arctic in search of John Franklin’s lost expedition. Through new 
readings of archival documents, exploration narratives, and fictional texts, these spectral stories reflect 
the complex ways that men and women actually thought about the far North in the past. This revisionist 
historical account allows us to make sense of current cultural and political concerns in the Canadian 
Arctic about the location of Franklin’s ships.

Spectres of the Self

Spectres of the Self is a fascinating study of the rich cultures surrounding the experience of seeing 
ghosts in England from the Reformation to the twentieth century. Shane McCorristine examines a vast 
range of primary and secondary sources, showing how ghosts, apparitions, and hallucinations were 
imagined, experienced, and debated from the pages of fiction to the case reports of the Society for 
Psychical Research. By analysing a broad range of themes from telepathy and ghost-hunting to the 
notion of dreaming while awake and the question of why ghosts wore clothes, Dr McCorristine reveals 
the sheer variety of ideas of ghost seeing in English society and culture. He shows how the issue of 
ghosts remained dynamic despite the advance of science and secularism and argues that the ghost 
ultimately represented a spectre of the self, a symbol of the psychological hauntedness of modern 
experience.

Strange Histories

Strange Histories presents a serious account of some of the most extraordinary occurrences of 
European and North American history and explains how they made sense to people living at the time. 
Using case studies from the Middle Ages and the early modern period, this book provides fascinating 
insights into the world-view of a vanished age and shows how such occurences fitted in quite naturally 
with the "common sense" of the time. Explanations of these phenomena, riveting and ultimately rational, 
encourage further reflection on what shapes our beliefs today. What made reasonable, educated men 
and women behave in ways that seem utterly nonsensical to us today? This question and many more 
are answered in this fascinating book.

Memory and Landscape

The North is changing at an unprecedented rate as industrial development and the climate crisis disrupt 
not only the environment but also long-standing relationships to the land and traditional means of 
livelihood. Memory and Landscape: Indigenous Responses to a Changing North explores the ways 
in which Indigenous peoples in the Arctic have adapted to challenging circumstances, including past 
cultural and environmental changes. In this beautifully illustrated volume, contributors document how 
Indigenous communities in Alaska, northern Canada, Greenland, and Siberia are seeking ways to 
maintain and strengthen their cultural identity while also embracing forces of disruption. Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous contributors bring together oral history and scholarly research from disciplines 



such as linguistics, archaeology, and ethnohistory. With an emphasis on Indigenous place names, 
this volume illuminates how the land—and the memories that are inextricably tied to it—continue to 
define Indigenous identity. The perspectives presented here also serve to underscore the value of 
Indigenous knowledge and its essential place in future studies of the Arctic. Contributions by Vinnie 
Baron, Hugh Brody, Kenneth Buck, Anna Bunce, Donald Butler, Michael A. Chenlov, Aron L. Crowell, 
Peter C. Dawson, Martha Dowsley, Robert Drozda, Gary Holton, Colleen Hughes, Peter Jacobs, Emily 
Kearney-Williams, Igor Krupnik, Apayo Moore, Murielle Nagy, Mark Nuttall, Evon Peter, Louann Rank, 
William E. Simeone, Felix St-Aubin, and Will Stolz.

The Book of Ghosts (Collected Horror Tales)

A Book of Ghosts is a collection of occult stories and gothic tales of ghosts and other supernatural 
creatures that haunt minds and houses of people since the dawn of time. Table of Contents: Jean 
Bouchon Pomps and Vanities McAlister The Leaden Ring The Mother of Pansies The Red-haired Girl 
A Professional Secret H. P. Glámr Colonel Halifax's Ghost Story The Merewigs The "Bold Venture" 
Mustapha Little Joe Gander A Dead Finger Black Ram A Happy Release The 9.30 Up-train On the 
Leads Aunt Joanna The White Flag

The North Pole

The North Pole is a book by Robert E. Peary. It presents the discovery of The North Pole in 1909 under 
the auspices of the Peary Arctic Club in colorful fashion.

Explorations in the Icy North

Science in the Arctic changed dramatically over the course of the nineteenth century, when early, 
scattered attempts in the region to gather knowledge about all aspects of the natural world transitioned 
to a more unified Arctic science under the First International Polar Year in 1882. The IPY brought 
together researchers from multiple countries with the aim of undertaking systematic and coordinated 
experiments and observations in the Arctic and Antarctic. Harsh conditions, intense isolation, and acute 
danger inevitably impacted the making and communicating of scientific knowledge. At the same time, 
changes in ideas about what it meant to be an authoritative observer of natural phenomena were linked 
to tensions in imperial ambitions, national identities, and international collaborations of the IPY. Through 
a focused study of travel narratives in the British, Danish, Canadian, and American contexts, Nanna 
Katrine Lüders Kaalund uncovers not only the transnational nature of Arctic exploration, but also how 
the publication and reception of literature about it shaped an extreme environment, its explorers, and 
their scientific practices. She reveals how, far beyond the metropole—in the vast area we understand 
today as the North American and Greenlandic Arctic—explorations and the narratives that followed 
ultimately influenced the production of field science in the nineteenth century.

Mars and its Canals

Reproduction of the original: Mars and its Canals by Percival Lowell

Arctic Mirrors

For over five hundred years the Russians wondered what kind of people their Arctic and sub-Arctic 
subjects were. "They have mouths between their shoulders and eyes in their chests," reported a 
fifteenth-century tale. "They rove around, live of their own free will, and beat the Russian people," 
complained a seventeenth-century Cossack. "Their actions are exceedingly rude. They do not take off 
their hats and do not bow to each other," huffed an eighteenth-century scholar. They are "children of 
nature" and "guardians of ecological balance," rhapsodized early nineteenth-century and late twenti-
eth-century romantics. Even the Bolsheviks, who categorized the circumpolar foragers as "authentic 
proletarians," were repeatedly puzzled by the "peoples from the late Neolithic period who, by virtue of 
their extreme backwardness, cannot keep up either economically or culturally with the furious speed 
of the emerging socialist society."Whether described as brutes, aliens, or endangered indigenous 
populations, the so-called small peoples of the north have consistently remained a point of contrast for 
speculations on Russian identity and a convenient testing ground for policies and images that grew out 
of these speculations. In Arctic Mirrors, a vividly rendered history of circumpolar peoples in the Russian 
empire and the Russian mind, Yuri Slezkine offers the first in-depth interpretation of this relationship. 
No other book in any language links the history of a colonized non-Russian people to the full sweep of 



Russian intellectual and cultural history. Enhancing his account with vintage prints and photographs, 
Slezkine reenacts the procession of Russian fur traders, missionaries, tsarist bureaucrats, radical 
intellectuals, professional ethnographers, and commissars who struggled to reform and conceptualize 
this most "alien" of their subject populations.Slezkine reconstructs from a vast range of sources the 
successive official policies and prevailing attitudes toward the northern peoples, interweaving the 
resonant narratives of Russian and indigenous contemporaries with the extravagant images of popular 
Russian fiction. As he examines the many ironies and ambivalences involved in successive Russian 
attempts to overcome northern—and hence their own—otherness, Slezkine explores the wider issues 
of ethnic identity, cultural change, nationalist rhetoric, and not-so European colonialism.

Ghosts of My Life

This collection of writings by Mark Fisher, author of the acclaimed Capitalist Realism, argues that we 
are haunted by futures that failed to happen. Fisher searches for the traces of these lost futures in the 
work of David Peace, John Le Carré, Christopher Nolan, Joy Division, Burial and many others.

The Physics of Possibility

The Physics of Possibility traces the sensational birth of mathematical physics in Victorian literature, 
science, and statistics. As scientists took up new breakthroughs in quantification, they showed how all 
sorts of phenomena—the condition of stars, atoms, molecules, and nerves—could be represented as 
a set of probabilities through time. Michael Tondre demonstrates how these techniques transformed 
the British novel. Fictions of development by Charles Dickens, George Eliot, and others joined the 
vogue for alternative possibilities. Their novels not only reflected received pieties of maturation but 
plotted a wider number of deviations from the norms of reproductive adulthood. By accentuating 
overlooked elements of form, Tondre reveals the novel’s changing identification with possible worlds 
through the decades when physics became a science of all things. In contrast to the observation that 
statistics served to invent normal populations, Tondre brings influential modes of historical thinking to 
the foreground. His readings reveal an acute fascination with alternative temporalities throughout the 
period, as novelists depicted the categories of object, action, and setting in new probabilistic forms. 
Privileging fiction’s agency in reimagining historical realities, never simply sanctioning them, Tondre 
revises our understanding of the novel and its ties to the ascendant Victorian sciences.

Give Me My Father's Body

A searing, true tale of extraordinary darkness, Harper's critically acclaimed history is an absorbing and 
poignant portrait of the short, strange, and tragic life of the boy known as the New York Eskimo. Two 
16-page photo inserts and one 8-page insert.

The Purple Cloud

"If now a swell from the Deep has swept over this planetary ship of earth, and I, who alone chanced 
to find myself in the furthest stern, as the sole survivor of her crew... What then, my God, shall I do?." 
The Purple Cloud is widely hailed as a masterpiece of science fiction and one of the best "last man" 
novels ever written. A deadly purple vapor passes over the world and annihilates all living creatures 
except one man, Adam Jeffson. He embarks on an epic journey across a silent and devastated planet, 
an apocalyptic Robinson Crusoe putting together the semblance of a normal life from the flotsam and 
jetsam of his former existence. As he descends into madness over the years, he becomes increasingly 
aware that his survival was no accident and that his destiny - and the fate of the human race - are part 
of a profound, cosmological plan.

Celestial Treasury

Throughout history, the mysterious dark skies above us have inspired our imaginations in countless 
ways, influencing our endeavours in science and philosophy, religion, literature and art. Heavenly 
Treasures is a truly beautiful book showing the richness of astronomical theories and illustrations in 
Western civilization through the ages, exploring their evolution, and comparing ancient and modern 
throughout. From Greek verse, mediaeval manuscripts and Victorian poetry to spacecraft photographs 
and computer-generated star charts, the unprecedented wealth of these portrayals is quite breathtak-
ing.



Witches and Demons

Devil worship, black magic, and witchcraft have long captivated anthropologists as well as the general 
public. In this volume, Jean La Fontaine explores the intersection of expert and lay understandings of 
evil and the cultural forms that evil assumes. The chapters touch on public scares about devil-worship, 
misconceptions about human sacrifice and the use of body parts in healing practices, and mistaken 
accusations of children practicing witchcraft. Together, these cases demonstrate that comparison is a 
powerful method of cultural understanding, but warns of the dangers and mistaken conclusions that 
untrained ideas about other ways of life can lead to.

The Routledge Handbook of the Polar Regions

The Routledge Handbook of the Polar Regions is an authoritative guide to the Arctic and the Antarctic 
through an exploration of key areas of research in the physical and natural sciences and the social 
sciences and humanities. It presents 38 new and original contributions from leading figures and voices 
in polar research, policy and practice, as well as work from emerging scholars. This handbook aims to 
approach and understand the Polar Regions as places that are at the forefront of global conversations 
about some of the most pressing contemporary issues and research questions of our age. The volume 
provides a discussion of the similarities and differences between the two regions to help deepen under-
standing and knowledge. Major themes and issues are integrated in the comprehensive introduction 
chapter by the editors, who are top researchers in their respective fields. The contributions show how 
polar researchers engage with contemporary debates and use interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
approaches to address new developments as well as map out exciting trajectories for future work in 
the Arctic and the Antarctic. The handbook provides an easy access to key items of scholarly literature 
and material otherwise inaccessible or scattered throughout a variety of specialist journals and books. 
A unique one-stop research resource for researchers and policymakers with an interest in the Arctic 
and Antarctic, it is also a comprehensive reference work for graduate and advanced undergraduate 
students.

Cultivating Belief

Based on author's thesis (doctoral)--Yale University.

Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet

Living on a damaged planet challenges who we are and where we live. This timely anthology calls 
on twenty eminent humanists and scientists to revitalize curiosity, observation, and transdisciplinary 
conversation about life on earth. As human-induced environmental change threatens multispecies 
livability, Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet puts forward a bold proposal: entangled histories, situated 
narratives, and thick descriptions offer urgent “arts of living.” Included are essays by scholars in 
anthropology, ecology, science studies, art, literature, and bioinformatics who posit critical and creative 
tools for collaborative survival in a more-than-human Anthropocene. The essays are organized around 
two key figures that also serve as the publication’s two openings: Ghosts, or landscapes haunted by the 
violences of modernity; and Monsters, or interspecies and intraspecies sociality. Ghosts and Monsters 
are tentacular, windy, and arboreal arts that invite readers to encounter ants, lichen, rocks, electrons, 
flying foxes, salmon, chestnut trees, mud volcanoes, border zones, graves, radioactive waste—in short, 
the wonders and terrors of an unintended epoch. Contributors: Karen Barad, U of California, Santa 
Cruz; Kate Brown, U of Maryland, Baltimore; Carla Freccero, U of California, Santa Cruz; Peter Funch, 
Aarhus U; Scott F. Gilbert, Swarthmore College; Deborah M. Gordon, Stanford U; Donna J. Haraway, U 
of California, Santa Cruz; Andreas Hejnol, U of Bergen, Norway; Ursula K. Le Guin; Marianne Elisabeth 
Lien, U of Oslo; Andrew Mathews, U of California, Santa Cruz; Margaret McFall-Ngai, U of Hawaii, 
Manoa; Ingrid M. Parker, U of California, Santa Cruz; Mary Louise Pratt, NYU; Anne Pringle, U of 
Wisconsin, Madison; Deborah Bird Rose, U of New South Wales, Sydney; Dorion Sagan; Lesley Stern, 
U of California, San Diego; Jens-Christian Svenning, Aarhus U.

Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science

Fair, witty appraisal of cranks, quacks, and quackeries of science and pseudoscience: hollow earth, 
Velikovsky, orgone energy, Dianetics, flying saucers, Bridey Murphy, food and medical fads, and much 
more.



Passages from the French and Italian Note-books of Nathaniel Hawthorne

To the Lighthouse (5 May 1927) is a novel by Virginia Woolf. A landmark novel of high modernism, the 
text, centering on the Ramsay family and their visits to the Isle of Skye in Scotland between 1910 
and 1920, skillfully manipulates temporality and psychological exploration.To the Lighthouse follows 
and extends the tradition of modernist novelists like Marcel Proust and James Joyce, where the plot is 
secondary to philosophical introspection, and the prose can be winding and hard to follow. The novel 
includes little dialogue and almost no action; most of it is written as thoughts and observations. The 
novel recalls the power of childhood emotions and highlights the impermanence of adult relationships. 
One of the book's several themes is the ubiquity of transience.

To the Lighthouse

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A white-knuckle tale of polar exploration and heroism in the Gilded Age 
from the New York Times bestselling author of Blood and Thunder and Ghost Soldiers. • “A splendid 
book in every way…a marvelous nonfiction thriller.” —The Wall Street Journal On July 8, 1879, Captain 
George Washington De Long and his team of thirty-two men set sail from San Francisco on the 
USS Jeanette. Heading deep into uncharted Arctic waters, they carried the aspirations of a young 
country burning to be the first nation to reach the North Pole. Two years into the harrowing voyage, 
the Jeannette's hull was breached by an impassable stretch of pack ice, forcing the crew to abandon 
ship amid torrents of rushing of water. Hours later, the ship had sunk below the surface, marooning 
the men a thousand miles north of Siberia, where they faced a terrifying march with minimal supplies 
across the endless ice pack. Enduring everything from snow blindness and polar bears to ferocious 
storms and labyrinths of ice, the crew battled madness and starvation as they struggled desperately 
to survive. With thrilling twists and turns, In The Kingdom of Ice is a spellbinding tale of heroism and 
determination in the most brutal place on Earth.

In the Kingdom of Ice

This unique transdisciplinary publication is the result of collaboration between UNESCO's Local 
and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS) programme, the United Nations University's Traditional 
Knowledge Initiative, the IPCC, and other organisations

Indigenous knowledge for climate change assessment and adaptation

Conversations defining the Arctic region often provoke debate and controversy -- for scientists, this lies 
in the imprecise and imaginary line known as the Arctic Circle; for countries like Canada, Russia, the 
United States, and Denmark, such discussions are based in competition for land and resources; for 
indigenous communities, those discussions are also rooted in issues of rights. These shifting lines are 
only made murkier by the threat of global climate change. In the Arctic Ocean, the consequences of 
Earth's warming trend are most immediately observable in the multi-year and perennial ice that has 
begun to melt, which threatens ice-dependent microorganisms and, eventually, will disrupt all of Arctic 
life and raise sea levels globally. In The Arctic: What Everyone Needs to Know®, Klaus Dodds and 
Mark Nuttall offer concise answers to the myriad questions that arise when looking at the circumpolar 
North. They focus on its peoples, politics, environment, resource development, and conservation to 
provide critical information about how changes there can, and will, affect our entire globe and all of its 
inhabitants. Dodds and Nuttall explore how the Arctic's importance has grown over time, the region's 
role during the Cold War, indigenous communities and their history, and the past and future of the 
Arctic's governance, among other crucial topics.

The Arctic

Is it possible to bring university research and student education into a more connected, more symbiotic 
relationship? If so, can we develop programmes of study that enable faculty, students and ‘real world’ 
communities to connect in new ways? In this accessible book, Dilly Fung argues that it is not only 
possible but also potentially transformational to develop new forms of research-based education. 
Presenting the Connected Curriculum framework already adopted by UCL, she opens windows onto 
new initiatives related to, for example, research-based education, internationalisation, the global 
classroom, interdisciplinarity and public engagement. A Connected Curriculum for Higher Education is, 
however, not just about developing engaging programmes of study. Drawing on the field of philosophical 
hermeneutics, Fung argues how the Connected Curriculum framework can help to create spaces for 



critical dialogue about educational values, both within and across existing research groups, teaching 
departments and learning communities. Drawing on vignettes of practice from around the world, she 
argues that developing the synergies between research and education can empower faculty members 
and students from all backgrounds to contribute to the global common good.

A Connected Curriculum for Higher Education

Out of the Silent Planet introduces Dr. Ransom and chronicles his abduction by a megalomaniacal 
physicist and his accomplice via space ship to the planet Malacandra. The two men are in need of a 
human sacrifice and Dr. Ransom would seem to fit the bill. Dr. Ransom escapes upon landing, though, 
and goes on the run, a stranger in a land that, like Jonathan Swift's Lilliput, is enchanting in its difference 
from Earth and instructive in its similarity.

Out of the Silent Planet

In 2014 media around the world buzzed with news that an archaeological team from Parks Canada 
had located and identified the wreck of HMS Erebus, the flagship of Sir John Franklin’s lost expedition 
to find the Northwest Passage. Finding Franklin outlines the larger story and the cast of detectives from 
every walk of life that led to the discovery, solving one of the Arctic’s greatest mysteries. In compelling 
and accessible prose, Russell Potter details his decades of work alongside key figures in the era of 
modern searches for the expedition and elucidates how shared research and ideas have led to a fuller 
understanding of the Franklin crew’s final months. Illustrated with numerous images and maps from the 
last two centuries, Finding Franklin recounts the more than fifty searches for traces of his ships and 
crew, and the dedicated, often obsessive, men and women who embarked on them. Potter discusses 
the crucial role that Inuit oral accounts, often cited but rarely understood, played in all of these searches, 
and continue to play to this day, and offers historical and cultural context to the contemporary debates 
over the significance of Franklin’s achievement. While examination of HMS Erebus will undoubtedly 
reveal further details of this mystery, Finding Franklin assembles the stories behind the myth and 
illuminates what is ultimately a remarkable decades-long discovery.

Finding Franklin

The Ecology of Freedom, his most exciting and far-reaching work yet. This engaging and extremely 
readable book's scope is downright breathtaking. Using an inspired synthesis of ecology, anthropology, 
philosophy and political theory, it traces our society's conflicting legacies of freedom and domination, 
from the first emergence of human culture to today's global capitalism. The theme of Bookchin's grand 
historical narrative is straightforward: environmental, economic and political devastation are born at the 
moment that human societies begin to organize themselves hierarchically. And, despite the nuance 
and detail of his arguments, the lesson to be learned is just as basic: our nightmare will continue 
until hierarchy is dissolved and human beings develop more sane, sustainable and egalitarian social 
structures. The Ecology of Freedom is indispensable reading for anyone who's tired of living in a world 
where everything, and everyone, is an exploitable resource. It includes a brand new preface by the 
author. Book jacket.



The American Scene

A dizzying trip through the mind(s) of the provocative and influential thinker Nick Land. During the 
1990s British philosopher Nick Land's unique work, variously described as “rabid nihilism,” “mad black 
deleuzianism,” and “cybergothic,” developed perhaps the only rigorous and culturally-engaged escape 
route out of the malaise of “continental philosophy” —a route that was implacably blocked by the acad-
emy. However, Land's work has continued to exert an influence, both through the British “speculative 
realist” philosophers who studied with him, and through the many cultural producers—writers, artists, 
musicians, filmmakers—who have been invigorated by his uncompromising and abrasive philosophical 
vision. Beginning with Land's early radical rereadings of Heidegger, Nietzsche, Kant and Bataille, the 
volume collects together the papers, talks and articles of the mid-90s—long the subject of rumour and 
vague legend (including some work which has never previously appeared in print)—in which Land 
developed his futuristic theory-fiction of cybercapitalism gone amok; and ends with his enigmatic later 
writings in which Ballardian fictions, poetics, cryptography, anthropology, grammatology and the occult 
are smeared into unrecognisable hybrids. Fanged Noumena gives a dizzying perspective on the entire 
trajectory of this provocative and influential thinker's work, and has introduced his unique voice to a 
new generation of readers.

The Ecology of Freedom

A difficult man, a brilliant scientist, a brave explorer. William Speirs Bruce's contribution to polar 
research is greater than that of Scott or Shackleton.

Fanged Noumena

Inuit elders who grew up in camps on the shores of Frobisher Bay can tell you what happened when 
Martin Frobisher arrived with his vessel in 1576: "He fired two warning shots into the air. So right 
away there were some grievances." Frobisher's shots were the opening salvos in the search for the 
Northwest Passage, a search that lasted for more than four hundred years and riveted the Western 
world, particularly in the nineteenth and early twentieth century. In Encounters on the Passage, present 
day Inuit tell the stories that have been passed down from their ancestors of the first encounters 
with European explorers. In many of these stories the old cosmogony is still in place, with shamans 
playing starring roles opposite "the strangers intruding on the Inuit lands." Dorothy Harley Eber presents 
stories told to her about the expeditions of Sir Edward Parry, Sir John Ross, Sir John Franklin, and the 
Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen, and sets them squarely in historical context. In the case of the 
disasterous Franklin expedition, new information opens up another fascinating chapter on the Franklin 
tragedy. Collected over twelve years on visits to communities in Nunavut, these remarkable stories of 
expeditionary forces and their dealings with native peoples will be new and exciting reading for those 
interested in the search for the Northwest Passage, the Franklin tragedy, and traditions of oral history.

The Frozen Deep and Other Stories

Psychic Investigators examines British anthropology’s engagement with the modern spiritualist move-
ment during the late Victorian era. Efram Sera-Shriar argues that debates over the existence of ghosts 
and psychical powers were at the center of anthropological discussions on human beliefs. He focuses 
on the importance of establishing credible witnesses of spirit and psychic phenomena in the writings of 
anthropologists such as Alfred Russel Wallace, Edward Burnett Tylor, Andrew Lang, and Edward Clodd. 
The book draws on major themes, such as the historical relationship between science and religion, 
the history of scientific observation, and the emergence of the subfield of anthropology of religion in 
the second half of the nineteenth century. For secularists such as Tylor and Clodd, spiritualism posed 
a major obstacle in establishing the legitimacy of the theory of animism: a core theoretical principle 
of anthropology founded in the belief of “primitive cultures” that spirits animated the world, and that 
this belief represented the foundation of all religious paradigms. What becomes clear through this 
nuanced examination of Victorian anthropology is that arguments involving spirits or psychic forces 
usually revolved around issues of evidence, or lack of it, rather than faith or beliefs or disbeliefs.

William Speirs Bruce

The contrast between the temperate and the tropical is one of the most enduring themes in the history 
of the Western geographical imagination. Caught between the demands of experience and represen-
tation, documentation and fantasy, travelers in the tropics have often treated tropical nature as a foil 



to the temperate, to all that is civilized, modest, and enlightened. Tropical Visions in an Age of Empire 
explores images of the tropical world—maps, paintings, botanical drawings, photographs, diagrams, 
and texts—produced by European and American travelers over the past three centuries. Bringing 
together a group of distinguished contributors from disciplines across the arts and humanities, this 
volume contains eleven beautifully illustrated essays—arranged in three sections devoted to voyages, 
mappings, and sites—that consider the ways that tropical places were encountered, experienced, and 
represented in visual form. Covering a wide range of tropical sites in the Pacific, South Asia, West Africa, 
the Caribbean, and Latin America, the book will appeal to a broad readership: scholars of postcolonial 
studies, art history, literature, imperial history, history of science, geography, and anthropology.

Encounters on the Passage

How did the Victorian fixation on the disastrous John Franklin expedition transform our understanding of 
the Northwest Passage and the Arctic? Today we still tend to see the Arctic and the Northwest Passage 
through nineteenth-century perspectives, which focused on the discoveries of individual explorers, their 
illustrated books, visual culture, imperial ambitions, and high-profile disasters. However, the farther 
back one looks, the more striking the differences appear in how Arctic exploration was envisioned. 
Writing Arctic Disaster uncovers a wide range of exploration cultures: from the manuscripts of secretive 
corporations like the Hudson's Bay Company, to the nationalist Admiralty and its innovative illustrated 
books, to the searches for and exhibits of disaster relics in the Victorian era. This innovative study 
reveals the dangerous afterlife of this Victorian conflation of exploration and disaster, in the geopolitical 
significance accruing around the 2014 discovery of Franklin's ship Erebus in the Northwest Passage.

Psychic Investigators

If her skill was taken for supernatural, the world may never have seen the original handwriting. Feel 
welcome to Poems by Emily Dickinson, verified against manuscript and print resources piece by piece, 
organized into thematic stanzas, with an introduction on the poet's inspiration with Greek and Latin, 
her correlative with Webster 1828, and the Aristotelian motif: "Things perpetual - these are not in time, 
but in eternity". ***"The world has always appeared to me perpetual; it is better to believe it without 
beginning or end\
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