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Explore the captivating and dark true story behind 'The Surgeon of Crowthorne,' an intriguing tale of 
murder, psychological madness, and its unexpected link to the monumental creation of the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Delve into a compelling historical narrative where crime intertwines with linguistic 
legacy.
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The Surgeon of Crowthorne

The making of the Oxford English Dictionary was a monumental 50 year task requiring thousands of 
volunteers. One of the keenest volunteers was a W C Minor who astonished everyone by refusing to 
come to Oxford to receive his congratulations. In the end, James Murray, the OED's editor, went to 
Crowthorne in Berkshire to meet him. What he found was incredible - Minor was a millionaire American 
civil war surgeon turned lunatic, imprisoned in Broadmoor Asylum for murder and yet who dedicated 
his entire cell-bound life to work on the English language.

The Surgeon of Crowthorne

"We visit the ugly corrugated iron structure that Murray grandly dubbed the Scriptorium -- the Scrippy 
or the Shed, as locals called it -- and meet some of the legion of volunteers, from Fitzedward Hall, a 
bitter hermit obsessively devoted to the OED, to W.C. Minor, whose story is one of dangerous madness, 
ineluctable sadness, and ultimate redemption. The Meaning of Everything is a scintillating account of 
the creation of the greatest monument ever erected to a living language. Simon Winchester's supple, 
vigorous prose illuminates this dauntingly ambitious project -- a seventy-year odyssey to create the 
grandfather of all word-books, the world's unrivaled uber-dictionary. Book jacket."--Jacket.

The Meaning of Everything

Examines the hidden history through which the Oxford English Dictionary came into being in a study 
that traces the personal battles involved in chronicling an ever-changing language.

Lost for Words
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W.C. Minor was one of the keenest volunteers involved in the making of the Oxford English Dictionary. 
What the OED's editor, James Murray, didn't realise was that he was also a millionaire American Civil 
War surgeon imprisoned in Broadmoor Asylum for murder.

The Surgeon of Crowthorne

The international bestselling author of The Professor and the Madman and Krakatoa vividly brings to 
life the 1906San Francisco Earthquake that leveled a city symbolic of America's relentless western 
expansion. Simon Winchester has also fashioned an enthralling and informative informative look 
at the tumultuous subterranean world that produces earthquakes, the planet's most sudden and 
destructive force. In the early morning hours of April 18, 1906, San Francisco and a string of towns 
to its north-northwest and the south-southeast were overcome by an enormous shaking that was 
compounded by the violent shocks of an earthquake, registering 8.25 on the Richter scale. The quake 
resulted from a rupture in a part of the San Andreas fault, which lies underneath the earth's surface 
along the northern coast of California. Lasting little more than a minute, the earthquake wrecked 490 
blocks, toppled a total of 25,000 buildings, broke open gas mains, cut off electric power lines throughout 
the Bay area, and effectively destroyed the gold rush capital that had stood there for a half century. 
Perhaps more significant than the tremors and rumbling, which affected a swatch of California more 
than 200 miles long, were the fires that took over the city for three days, leaving chaos and horror in 
its wake. The human tragedy included the deaths of upwards of 700 people, with more than 250,000 
left homeless. It was perhaps the worst natural disaster in the history of the United States. Simon 
Winchester brings his inimitable storytelling abilities -- as well as his unique understanding of geology 
-- to this extraordinary event, exploring not only what happened in northern California in 1906 but what 
we have learned since about the geological underpinnings that caused the earthquake in the first place. 
But his achievement is even greater: he positions the quake's significance along the earth's geological 
timeline and shows the effect it had on the rest of twentieth-century California and American history. A 
Crack in the Edge of the World is the definitive account of the San Francisco earthquake. It is also a 
fascinating exploration of a legendary event that changed the way we look at the planet on which we 
live.

A Crack in the Edge of the World

On a summer's day in 1858, in a garden behind Christ Church College in Oxford, Charles Dodgson, 
a lecturer in mathematics, photographed six-year-old Alice Liddell, the daughter of the college dean, 
with a Thomas Ottewill Registered Double Folding camera, recently purchased in London. Simon 
Winchester deftly uses the resulting image--as unsettling as it is famous, and the subject of bottomless 
speculation--as the vehicle for a brief excursion behind the lens, a focal point on the origins of a classic 
work of English literature. Dodgson's love of photography framed his view of the world, and was partly 
responsible for transforming a shy and half-deaf mathematician into one of the world's best-loved 
observers of childhood. Little wonder that there is more to "Alice Liddell as the Beggar Maid" than meets 
the eye. Using Dodgson's published writings, private diaries, and of course his photographic portraits, 
Winchester gently exposes the development of Lewis Carroll and the making of his Alice. Acclaim for 
Simon Winchester "An exceptionally engaging guide at home everywhere, ready for anything, full of 
gusto and seemingly omnivorous curiosity." --Pico Iyer, The New York Times Book Review "A master 
at telling a complex story compellingly and lucidly." --USA Today "Extraordinarily graceful." --Time 
"Winchester is an exquisite writer and a deft anecdoteur." --Christopher Buckley "A lyrical writer and 
an indefatigable researcher." --Newsweek

The Alice Behind Wonderland

In August 1883 there was a series of volcanic eruptions on the island of Krakatoa - these were so 
extreme that the effects were heard and felt over ten per cent of the Earth's surface. This text uses 
contemporary reports to recount the events leading up to and following the cataclysm.

Krakatoa

'An enchanting story about love, loss and the power of language' Elizabeth Macneal, author of The Doll 
Factory Sometimes you have to start with what's lost to truly find yourself... Motherless and irrepressibly 
curious, Esme spends her childhood at her father's feet as he and his team gather words for the very 
first Oxford English Dictionary. One day, she sees a slip of paper containing a forgotten word flutter to 
the floor unclaimed. And so Esme begins to collect words for another dictionary in secret: The Dictionary 



of Lost Words. But to do so she must journey into a world on the cusp of change as the Great War looms 
and women fight for the vote. Can the power of lost words from the past finally help her make sense of 
her future? 'A brilliant book about women and words - tender, moving and profound' Jacqueline Wilson 
Readers LOVE The Dictionary of Lost Words: 'If you only read one book this year, let it be this one!' 
'If you're a fan of The Binding and The Betrayals you will surely love this' 'A glorious combination of 
words, growing up, friendship, love, feminism and so much more' 'The best love letter to words and 
language' 'This book broke my heart ... I highly recommend it to any historical fiction fans ... it's one I 
will be reading again'

The Dictionary of Lost Words

Before fate intervened, Joseph Needham was a distinguished biochemist at Cambridge University, 
married to a fellow scientist. In 1937 he was asked to supervise a young Chinese student named Lu 
Gwei-Djen, and in that moment began the two greatest love affairs of his life ý Miss Lu, and China. Miss 
Lu inspired Needham to travel to China where he initially spent three dangerous years as a wartime 
diplomat. He established himself as the pre-eminent China scholar of all time, firm in his belief that 
China would one day achieve world prominence. By the end of his life, Needham had become a truly 
global figure, travelling endlessly and honoured by all - though banned from America because of his 
politics. And in 1989, after a fifty-two year affair, he finally married the woman who had first inspired his 
passion. The Magnificent Barbarian is Simon Winchester at his best - at once a magnificent portrait of 
one man's remarkable life and a riveting exploration of the country that so engaged him.

Bomb, Book and Compass

The Professor and the Madman, masterfully researched and eloquently written, is an extraordinary tale 
of madness, genius, and the incredible obsessions of two remarkable men that led to the making of the 
Oxford English Dictionary -- and literary history. The compilation of the OED, begun in 1857, was one of 
the most ambitious projects ever undertaken. As definitions were collected, the overseeing committee, 
led by Professor James Murray, discovered that one man, Dr. W.C. Minor, had submitted more than ten 
thousand. When the committee insisted on honoring him, a shocking truth came to light: Dr. Minor, an 
American Civil War veteran, was also an inmate at an asylum for the criminally insane. This audio also 
includes a conversation between Simon Winchester and John Simpson, editor of the Oxford English 
Dictionary

Professor and the Madman - CDN edition

The reissue of a Simon Winchester classic In 1985 Simon Winchester, struck by a sudden need 
to discover exactly what was left of the British Empire travelled 100,000 miles back and forth from 
Antarctica to the Caribbean to visit the far-flung islands that are all that remain of what once made 
Britain great. His adventures in these distant and forgotten ends of the earth make compelling and often 
funny reading. With a new introduction and additional material in many of the chapters, this revised 
edition tells us what has happened while the author's been away.

Outposts

'A big, ambitious novel with a rich historical sweep and a host of narrative voices. Its subject is a vicar's 
ludicrous expedition in 1857 to the Garden of Eden in Tasmania, [as] meanwhile, in Tasmania itself, 
the British settlers are alternately trying to civilise and eliminate the Aboriginal population ... The sort 
of novel that few contemporary writers have either the imagination or the stamina to sustain' - Daily 
Telegraph

English Passengers

Simon Winchester, the acclaimed New York Times bestselling author of Atlantic and The Professor and 
the Madman, delivers his first book about America: a fascinating popular history that illuminates the 
men who toiled fearlessly to discover, connect, and bond the citizenry and geography of the U.S.A. from 
its beginnings. How did America become “one nation, indivisible”? What unified a growing number of 
disparate states into the modern country we recognize today? To answer these questions, Winchester 
follows in the footsteps of America’s most essential explorers, thinkers, and innovators, such as Lewis 
and Clark and the leaders of the Great Surveys; the builders of the first transcontinental telegraph and 
the powerful civil engineer behind the Interstate Highway System. He treks vast swaths of territory, from 



Pittsburgh to Portland, Rochester to San Francisco, Seattle to Anchorage, introducing the fascinating 
people who played a pivotal role in creating today’s United States. Throughout, he ponders whether 
the historic work of uniting the States has succeeded, and to what degree. Featuring 32 illustrations 
throughout the text, The Men Who United the States is a fresh look at the way in which the most 
powerful nation on earth came together.

The Men Who United the States

Explores the lives of survivors who were shipwrecked, banished, or abandoned during the past several 
centuries.

Desperate Journeys, Abandoned Souls

A powerful tale of the Pacific Northwest in the 1950s, reminiscent of To Kill a Mockingbird. Courtroom 
drama, love story, and war novel, this is the epic tale of a young Japanese-American and the man on 
trial for killing the man she loves.

Snow Falling on Cedars

Dictionaries are a powerful genre, perceived as authoritative and objective records of the language, 
impervious to personal bias. But who makes dictionaries shapes both how they are constructed and 
how they are used. Tracing the craft of dictionary making from the fifteenth century to the present day, 
this book explores the vital but little-known significance of women and gender in the creation of English 
language dictionaries. Women worked as dictionary patrons, collaborators, readers, compilers, and 
critics, while gender ideologies served, at turns, to prevent, secure, and veil women's involvements 
and innovations in dictionary making. Combining historical, rhetorical, and feminist methods, this is 
a monumental recovery of six centuries of women's participation in dictionary making and a robust 
investigation of how the social life of the genre is influenced by the social expectations of gender.

Women and Dictionary-Making

"Every teacher, every student of history, every citizen should read this book. It is both a refreshing 
antidote to what has passed for history in our educational system and a one-volume education in itself." 
—Howard Zinn A new edition of the national bestseller and American Book Award winner, with a new 
preface by the author Since its first publication in 1995, Lies My Teacher Told Me has become one of 
the most important—and successful—history books of our time. Having sold nearly two million copies, 
the book also won an American Book Award and the Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for Distinguished 
Anti-Racist Scholarship and was heralded on the front page of the New York Times. For this new edition, 
Loewen has added a new preface that shows how inadequate history courses in high school help 
produce adult Americans who think Donald Trump can solve their problems, and calls out academic 
historians for abandoning the concept of truth in a misguided effort to be "objective." What started out as 
a survey of the twelve leading American history textbooks has ended up being what the San Francisco 
Chronicle calls "an extremely convincing plea for truth in education." In Lies My Teacher Told Me, 
James W. Loewen brings history alive in all its complexity and ambiguity. Beginning with pre-Columbian 
history and ranging over characters and events as diverse as Reconstruction, Helen Keller, the first 
Thanksgiving, the My Lai massacre, 9/11, and the Iraq War, Loewen offers an eye-opening critique of 
existing textbooks, and a wonderful retelling of American history as it should—and could—be taught 
to American students.

Dormant

Stephen Toulmin argues that the potential for reason to improve our lives has been hampered by 
a serious imbalance in our pursuit of knowledge. The centuries-old dominance of rationality has 
diminished the value of reasonableness. Toulmin issues a powerful call to redress the balance between 
rationality and reasonableness.

Lies My Teacher Told Me

This book tells the history of the Oxford English Dictionary from its beginnings in the middle of the 
nineteenth century to the present. The author, uniquely among historians of the OED, is also a practising 
lexicographer with nearly thirty years' experience of working on the Dictionary. He has drawn on a 
wide range of sources--including previously unexamined archival material and eyewitness testimony--to 



create a detailed history of the project. The book explores the cultural background from which the idea of 
a comprehensive historical dictionary of English emerged, the lengthy struggles to bring this concept to 
fruition, and the development of the book from the appearance of the first printed fascicle in 1884 to the 
launching of the Dictionary as an online database in 2000 and beyond. It also examines the evolution of 
the lexicographers' working methods, and provides much information about the people--many of them 
remarkable individuals--who have contributed to the project over the last century and a half.

Return to Reason

This is the book that generations of writers have relied upon for timeless advice on grammar, diction, 
syntax, and other essentials. In concise terms, it identifies the principal requirements of proper style 
and common errors.

Medicinal Plants of Costa Rica

An entirely new follow-up volume providing a detailed account of numerous additional issues, methods, 
and results that characterize current work in historical linguistics. This brand-new, second volume 
of The Handbook of Historical Linguistics is a complement to the well-established first volume first 
published in 2003. It includes extended content allowing uniquely comprehensive coverage of the study 
of language(s) over time. Though it adds fresh perspectives on several topics previously treated in the 
first volume, this Handbook focuses on extensions of diachronic linguistics beyond those key issues. 
This Handbook provides readers with studies of language change whose perspectives range from 
comparisons of large open vs. small closed corpora, via creolistics and linguistic contact in general, to 
obsolescence and endangerment of languages. Written by leading scholars in their respective fields, 
new chapters are offered on matters such as the origin of language, evidence from language for 
reconstructing human prehistory, invocations of language present in studies of language past, benefits 
of linguistic fieldwork for historical investigation, ways in which not only biological evolution but also 
field biology can serve as heuristics for research into the rise and spread of linguistic innovations, 
and more. Moreover, it: offers novel and broadened content complementing the earlier volume so as 
to provide the fullest available overview of a wholly engrossing field includes 23 all-new contributed 
chapters, treating some familiar themes from fresh perspectives but mostly covering entirely new 
topics features expanded discussion of material from language families other than Indo-European 
provides a multiplicity of views from numerous specialists in linguistic diachrony. The Handbook of 
Historical Linguistics, Volume II is an ideal book for undergraduate and graduate students in linguistics, 
researchers and professional linguists, as well as all those interested in the history of particular 
languages and the history of language more generally.

The Making of the Oxford English Dictionary

Hailed by the "New York Times" as "a fascinating, spicy, learned tale, " this runaway national bestseller 
takes an extraordinary look into literary genius, madness, and the making of the"Oxford English 
Dictionary."

Prison Diary, Argentina

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER ‘This book is beautiful ... Julia Baird has been to the tough 
edges and gives us light. She writes like a dream.’ MATT HAIG ’Utterly captivating and magical.’ JULIA 
BRADBURY ‘Luminous and deeply comforting’ KATHERINE MAY

The Elements of Style

This revised and updated edition provides a practical and readable explanation of how language can 
be understood and significant implications for classroom and teaching practices.

The Handbook of Historical Linguistics, Volume II

LINCOLN AS HE REALLY WAS by Charles T. Pace is a refreshingly truthful antidote to the standard 
Lincoln mythology. It is refreshing because it is so fact-based and well documented and devoted to 
historical truth. Lincoln As He Really Was is not your typical boring, voluminous biography filled with 
thousands of disconnected (and often irrelevant) facts dug up by a dozen graduate research assistants 
and published by a card-carrying member of the Ivy League Lincoln cult. It is the first book since Edgar 
Lee Masters' 1931 classic, Lincoln the Man, to attempt to reveal the truth about what kind of man 



Abraham Lincoln really was. - Dr. Thomas J. DiLorenzo, author of The Real Lincoln; Lincoln Unmasked; 
Hamilton's Curse; and The Problem With Socialism. Reader Comments on Dr. Pace's SOUTHERN 
INDEPENDENCE - WHY WAR? "This is the best work I have ever read on the War of 1861-present. 
I punctures the Great American Myth and topples Father Abraham from his throne in his Olympian 
Temple on the Mall. . . ." "Having read countless books on Lincoln and the Civil War, I have to rate this 
one at the very top. . . . " "The best book I've read regarding the War to Prevent Southern Independence." 
"Best book I've read on the causes of the war." ." . . I'm convinced the vast majority of political science 
classes that saturate our so-called institutions of higher education will go into convulsions over this 
one!"

Professor And The Madman

The Wiley Handbook of Learning Technology is an authoritative and up-to-date survey of the fast-grow-
ing field of learning technology, from its foundational theories and practices to its challenges, trends, 
and future developments. Offers an examination of learning technology that is equal parts theoretical 
and practical, covering both the technology of learning and the use of technology in learning Individual 
chapters tackle timely and controversial subjects, such as gaming and simulation, security, lifelong 
learning, distance education, learning across educational settings, and the research agenda Designed 
to serve as a point of entry for learning technology novices, a comprehensive reference for scholars 
and researchers, and a practical guide for education and training practitioners Includes 29 original 
and comprehensively referenced essays written by leading experts in instructional and educational 
technology from around the world

Phosphorescence: On awe, wonder & things that sustain you when the world goes dark

Atlantic is a biography of a tremendous space that has been central to the ambitions of explorers, 
scientists, and warriors, and continues profoundly to affect our character, attitudes, and dreams. Simon 
Winchester makes the Atlantic come vividly alive. Spanning the ocean’s story from its geological origins 
to the age of exploration—covering the Vikings, the Irish, the Basques, John Cabot, and Christopher 
Columbus in the north, and the Portuguese and the Spanish in the south—and from World War II battles 
to today’s struggles with pollution and overfishing, his narrative is epic, intimate, and awe inspiring. 
More than a mere history, this is an unforgettable journey of unprecedented scope by one of the most 
gifted writers in the English language.

Language and Learning

A collection of essays to complement David E. Coke and Dr Alan Borg's Vauxhall Gardens: A History. 
Subjects include the career of Vauxhall's famous MC C.H. Simpson, a record-breaking balloon flight in 
1836 and children's board games.

Lincoln as He Really Was

Traces the history of the Oxford English Dictionary from its earliest inception through its long path to 
completion, describes the process of creating a dictionary, and includes anecdotes about its creators 
and their work.

The Wiley Handbook of Learning Technology

A humorous, trenchant and fascinating examination of how Western culture's taboo words have evolved 
over the millennia

The Surgeon of Crowthorne

A wild ride through Canadian history, fully revised and updated! This new edition of Canadian History 
For Dummies takes readers on a thrilling ride through Canadian history, from indigenous native cultures 
and early French and British settlements through Paul Martin's shaky minority government. This timely 
update features all the latest, up-to-the-minute findings in historical and archeological research. In 
his trademark irreverent style, Will Ferguson celebrates Canada's double-gold in hockey at the 2002 
Olympics, investigates Jean Chrétien's decision not to participate in the war in Iraq, and dissects the 
recent sponsorship scandal.

Atlantic



Not only the migrating birds speak in Translations from the Natural World. The imprisoned species of 
pigs use their slum language; ravens, cuttlefish, sunflowers and a shell-back tick are among those 
non-verbal members of our natural world which find distinctive voices in this new collection of poems 
by Les Murray. Few poets could achieve such variety of approach to express character and feelings 
and to give us their vision of the universe. Les Murray also includes the human animal in the poems 
which begin and conclude the collection.

Six Essays on Vauxhall Gardens

“Another gem from one of the world’s justly celebrated historians specializing in unusual and always 
fascinating subjects and people.” — Booklist (starred review) The revered New York Times bestselling 
author traces the development of technology from the Industrial Age to the Digital Age to explore the 
single component crucial to advancement—precision—in a superb history that is both an homage 
and a warning for our future. The rise of manufacturing could not have happened without an attention 
to precision. At the dawn of the Industrial Revolution in eighteenth-century England, standards of 
measurement were established, giving way to the development of machine tools—machines that make 
machines. Eventually, the application of precision tools and methods resulted in the creation and mass 
production of items from guns and glass to mirrors, lenses, and cameras—and eventually gave way to 
further breakthroughs, including gene splicing, microchips, and the Hadron Collider. Simon Winchester 
takes us back to origins of the Industrial Age, to England where he introduces the scientific minds 
that helped usher in modern production: John Wilkinson, Henry Maudslay, Joseph Bramah, Jesse 
Ramsden, and Joseph Whitworth. It was Thomas Jefferson who later exported their discoveries to the 
fledgling United States, setting the nation on its course to become a manufacturing titan. Winchester 
moves forward through time, to today’s cutting-edge developments occurring around the world, from 
America to Western Europe to Asia. As he introduces the minds and methods that have changed 
the modern world, Winchester explores fundamental questions. Why is precision important? What 
are the different tools we use to measure it? Who has invented and perfected it? Has the pursuit 
of the ultra-precise in so many facets of human life blinded us to other things of equal value, such 
as an appreciation for the age-old traditions of craftsmanship, art, and high culture? Are we missing 
something that reflects the world as it is, rather than the world as we think we would wish it to be? And 
can the precise and the natural co-exist in society?

The Meaning of Everything

This book is the sequel to ""Elohim: Ancient Science Fiction or Biblical God?"" It explores what may 
have been and offers a glimpse at those who could soon be returning to Earth in our very near future. At 
the core of the facts presented within these chapters, lies a conundrum. There once existed an author 
who claimed to be the creator of the human race, and he wrote down his memoirs over 5,000 years 
ago. His tale evolved into many ancient religions. The question is, was he actually an alien being who 
came to Earth from another planet and wrote a truthful autobiography, or was his book a science fiction 
novel written by a mere mortal? Either scenario reveals a compelling reality: an ancient, pre-historic 
society once thrived on our planet that either rivaled or exceeded our modern achievements in science 
and space technology.

Holy Sh*t

The Handbook of Applied Linguistics is a collection of newly commissioned articles that provide a 
comprehensive and up-to-date picture of the field of Applied Linguistics. Provides a comprehensive 
and current picture of the field of Applied Linguistics. Contains 32 newly commissioned articles that 
examine both the applications of linguistics to language data and the use of real world language 
to ameliorate social problems. Valuable resource for students and researchers in applied linguistics, 
language teaching, and second language acquisition. Presents applied linguistics as an independent 
discipline that unifies practical experience and theoretical understanding of language development and 
language in use.

Canadian History for Dummies

Translations from the Natural World
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