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The anticipation for meaningful political reform under the leadership of Vladimir Putin and Dmitry 
Medvedev has been a defining characteristic of modern Russian politics. Observers and citizens alike 
keenly watch for shifts in governance, economic structures, and civil liberties, reflecting a continuous 
hope for substantive change during this influential era.
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Waiting For Reform Under Putin and Medvedev

In September 2009 Dmitrii Medvedev unveiled the term that was to become the defining objective of his 
presidency: 'modernization.' The contributors to this book, drawn from the leading scholars in Russian 
affairs, focus on the contested nature of the concept of modernization and the obstacles that arose in 
attempting to carry it out.

Waiting For Reform Under Putin and Medvedev

In September 2009 Dmitrii Medvedev unveiled the term that was to become the defining objective of his 
presidency: 'modernization.' The contributors to this book, drawn from the leading scholars in Russian 
affairs, focus on the contested nature of the concept of modernization and the obstacles that arose in 
attempting to carry it out.

Identities and Foreign Policies in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus

This book maps changing definitions of statehood in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus as a result of their 
exclusion from an expanding Europe. The authors examine the perceptions of the place of each state 
in the international political system and its foreign policy choices, and draw comparisons across the 
region.

Art and Protest in Putin's Russia

The Pussy Riot protest, and the subsequent heavy handed treatment of the protestors, grabbed the 
headlines, but this was not an isolated instance of art being noticeably critical of the regime. As this 
book, based on extensive original research, shows, there has been gradually emerging over recent 
decades a significant counter-culture in the art world which satirises and ridicules the regime and the 
values it represents, at the same time putting forward, through art, alternative values. The book traces 
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the development of art and protest in recent decades, discusses how art of this kind engages in political 
and social protest, and provides many illustrations as examples of art as protest. The book concludes 
by discussing how important art has been in facilitating new social values and in prompting political 
protests.

Evolutionary Governance Theory

This volume presents empirical studies and theoretical reflections on Evolutionary Governance Theory 
(EGT), its most important concepts and their interrelations. As a novel theory of governance, EGT 
understands governance as radically evolutionary, which implies that all elements of governance are 
subject to evolution, that these elements co-evolve and that many of them are the product of governance 
itself. Through this book we learn how communities understand themselves and their environment and 
why they create the complex structures and processes we analyze as governance paths. Authors from 
different disciplines develop the EGT framework further and apply it to a wide rage networks of power, 
governance of agricultural resources etc. The contributors also reflect on the possibilities and limitations 
of steering, intervention, management and development in a world continuously in flux. It bridges the 
gap between more fundamental and philosophical accounts of the social sciences and applied studies, 
offering theoretical advancements as well as practical recommendations.

Routledge Handbook of Russian Politics and Society

This second edition of the highly respected Routledge Handbook of Russian Politics and Society both 
provides a broad overview of the area and highlights cutting-edge research into the country. Through 
balanced theoretical and empirical investigation, each chapter examines both the Russian experience 
and the existing literature, identifies and exemplifies research trends, and highlights the richness of 
experience, history, and continued challenges inherent to this enduringly fascinating and shifting polity. 
Politically, economically, and socially, Russia has one of the most interesting development trajectories 
of any major country. This Handbook answers questions about democratic transition, the relationship 
between the market and democracy, stability and authoritarian politics, the development of civil society, 
the role of crime and corruption, the development of a market economy, and Russia’s likely place in 
the emerging new world order. Providing a comprehensive resource for scholars, students, and policy 
makers alike, this book is an essential contribution to the study of Russian studies/politics, Eastern 
European studies/politics, and International Relations.

Russian Environmental Politics
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Putin’s Totalitarian Democracy

This book studies the cultural, societal, and ideological factors absent from popular discourse on 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia, contesting the misleading mainstream assumption that Putin is the all-powerful 
sovereign of Russia. In carefully examining the ideological underpinnings of Putinism—its tsarist and 
Soviet elements, its intellectual origins, its culturally reproductive nature, and its imperialist foreign 
policy—the authors reveal that an indoctrinating ideology and a willing population are simultaneously 
the most crucial yet overlooked keys to analyzing Putin’s totalitarian democracy. Because Putinism 
is part of a global wave of extreme political movements, the book also reaffirms the need to under-
stand—but not accept—how and why nation-states and masses turn to nationalism, authoritarianism, 
or totalitarianism in modern times.

Elections, Protest, and Authoritarian Regime Stability



This comprehensive study of Russian electoral politics shows the vulnerability of Putin's regime as it 
navigates the risks of voter manipulation.

Putinism – Post-Soviet Russian Regime Ideology

A key question for the contemporary world: What is Putin’s ideology? This book analyses this ideology, 
which it terms “Putinism”. It examines a range of factors that feed into the ideology – conservative 
thought in Russia from the nineteenth century onwards, Russian and Soviet history and their memo-
rialisation, Russian Orthodox religion and its political connections, a focus on traditional values, and 
Russia’s sense of itself as a unique civilisation, different from the West and due a special, respected 
place in the world. The book highlights that although the resulting ideology lacks coherence and 
universalism comparable to that of Soviet-era Marxism-Leninism, it is nevertheless effective in aligning 
the population to the regime and is flexible and applicable in different circumstances. And that therefore 
it is not attached to Putin as a person, is likely to outlive him, and is potentially appealing elsewhere 
in the world outside Russia, especially to countries that feel belittled by the West and let down by the 
West’s failure to resolve problems of global injustice and inequality.

The New Autocracy

Corruption, fake news, and the "informational autocracy" sustaining Putin in power After fading into the 
background for many years following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia suddenly has emerged 
as a new threat—at least in the minds of many Westerners. But Western assumptions about Russia, 
and in particular about political decision-making in Russia, tend to be out of date or just plain wrong. 
Under the leadership of Vladimir Putin since 2000, Russia is neither a somewhat reduced version of 
the Soviet Union nor a classic police state. Corruption is prevalent at all levels of government and 
business, but Russia's leaders pursue broader and more complex goals than one would expect in 
a typical kleptocracy, such as those in many developing countries. Nor does Russia fit the standard 
political science model of a "competitive authoritarian" regime; its parliament, political parties, and other 
political bodies are neither fakes to fool the West nor forums for bargaining among the elites. The result 
of a two-year collaboration between top Russian experts and Western political scholars, Autocracy 
explores the complex roles of Russia's presidency, security services, parliament, media and other 
actors. The authors argue that Putin has created an “informational autocracy,” which relies more on 
media manipulation than on the comprehensive repression of traditional dictatorships. The fake news, 
hackers, and trolls that featured in Russia’s foreign policy during the 2016 U.S. presidential election 
are also favored tools of Putin’s domestic regime—along with internet restrictions, state television, and 
copious in-house surveys. While these tactics have been successful in the short run, the regime that 
depends on them already shows signs of age: over-centralization, a narrowing of information flows, 
and a reliance on informal fixers to bypass the bureaucracy. The regime's challenge will be to continue 
to block social modernization without undermining the leadership’s own capabilities.

Europe Thirty Years After 1989

Europe Thirty Years After 1989 explores what happened in the former socialist countries during the 
last thirty years and the reasons behind these events. The authors examine how values, memory, and 
identity have been transforming these countries since the year 1989.

Russian Modernisation

Russia’s post-Soviet modernisation is complex and subject to changing interpretations among Russian 
political leaders and observers of Russia. This has created serious problems for understanding Russia 
and the changes it is currently undergoing. With this in mind, a new Finnish Centre of Excellence was 
established in 2012 at the Aleksanteri Institute of the University of Helsinki under the title ‘Choices of 
Russian Modernisation’. This collection of essays represents some of the first examples of the Centre’s 
research. Reflecting the broad range of issues explored in the work of the Centre, it covers questions 
of Russia’s historical legacy, technological development, energy economy, political regime, political 
opposition, social development, religious life and external relations. The authors are all members of 
or affiliated to the Centre of Excellence. This book was originally published as a special issue of 
Europe-Asia Studies.

Russian Government and Politics



Few countries have been transformed as rapidly and dramatically as Russia since the end of the 
Communist regime. Yet the more that certain things change in Russia, the more others remain the 
same. The result is a political and social system of which almost every aspect is a work in progress, 
marked by sudden accelerations, slowdowns, turnarounds, and conundrums. This lively and innovative 
third edition provides a clear and comprehensive picture of Russian politics which does full justice to its 
changes, challenges, and paradoxes. A distinctive feature throughout is its emphasis on outlining basic 
facts and developments and setting these in historical contexts before moving on to critical analysis. 
This is the ideal text for upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate students studying Russian politics 
or comparative government and politics more broadly. New to this Edition: - Fully updated to cover the 
latest developments, including 2018's presidential election - Two chapters offering expanded coverage 
of foreign policy, which better balances coverage of domestic and international affairs - New content 
on elections, presidential power, constitutional amendments, events in Ukraine, political opposition, 
economic and business policies, domestic and global challenges facing Russia, and Russia's vision 
of the world - Accompanied by a revamped set of online resources, such as multiple-choice questions 
and PowerPoint slides

Russia and Eurasia 2018-2019

Published and updated annually, Russia and Eurasia deals with the twelve independent republics that 
became members of the Commonwealth of Independent States following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in December 1992.

The Political Economy of Corporate Raiding in Russia

Corporate raiding – the shocking phenomenon whereby criminals, business rivals and even state 
bureaucrats visit business headquarters and force owners or staff to transfer business assets, land 
or property – is an increasing problem in Russia. This book, based on extensive original research, 
provides a comprehensive overview of this activity. It describes the nature of corporate raiding, provides 
numerous case studies and discusses the role of the state and government officials. Overall the book 
argues that the prevailing climate of business and government in Russia leads to a situation where 
control is closely linked to corruption and coercion.

Russia and Eurasia 2017-2018

Published and updated annually, Russia and Eurasia deals with the twelve independent republics that 
became members of the Commonwealth of Independent States following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in December 1992. The text focuses strongly on recent economic and political developments 
with shorter sections dealing with foreign policy, the military, religion, education, and specific cultural 
elements that help to define each republic and differentiate one from the other. Approximately one-third 
of the book is devoted to Russia, but also includes sections on Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. How the 
Commonwealth of Independent States came into being and how it has evolved since 1992 is also 
discussed. The combination of factual accuracy and up-to-date detail along with its informed projections 
make this an outstanding resource for researchers, practitioners in international development, media 
professionals, government officials, potential investors and students.

Power in modern Russia

The book explores the Russian leadership’s strategic agenda and illuminates the range of problems 
it faces in implementing it. Given these difficulties and the Russian leadership’s concerns about an 
unstable and increasingly competitive world, the Russian official and expert community often use 
the term 'mobilisation' to describe the measures that Moscow is increasingly resorting to in order to 
implement its agenda. The book explores what this means, and concludes that many of the terms used 
in the Western debate about Russia both misdiagnose the nature of the challenge and misrepresent 
the situation in Russia. At a time when many of the books about Russia are focused specifically on 
the war in Ukraine and the deterioration in relations between the Euro-Atlantic community and Russia, 
or are biographies of Vladimir Putin, it offers a new and unique lens through which to understand how 
Russia works and how Russian domestic and foreign politics are intimately linked.

Russia and Eurasia 2022–2023



Russia and Eurasia 2020–2022 provides students with vital information on these countries through a 
thorough and expert overview of political and economic histories, current events, and emerging trends.

Russia and Eurasia 2020–2022
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thorough and expert overview of political and economic histories, current events, and emerging trends.

The Russian Budget

The Russian budget process has received little detailed attention in academic literature. Here various 
key aspects of the formation of the federal budget, largely since Vladimir Putin began his third 
presidential term in 2012, are examined. It is primarily the writing of the expenditure side of the 
budget which is described, that is, how it is decided how much money is spent on what. While ample 
information is provided on budgetary outcomes, the focus is on the process: the issues faced by 
budget makers, the actors and institutions involved, and the formal and informal procedures that lead 
to outcomes. It is not the task of the volume to provide an analysis of the wisdom or effectiveness of 
particular budget allocations; its goal is to provide some judgement on the effectiveness of the process. 
Chapters are offered on the budgetary process as it relates to the two main claimants on federal budget 
funding, the social and defence sectors. Three chapters then examine the major locations of budgetary 
policy-making: the executive (at presidential and cabinet of ministers levels), the Duma, and the expert 
community. This book was originally published as a special issue of Post-Communist Economies.

Russian Politics and Society

Fully revised and updated to reflect the considerable changes in Russia over the last decade, the fifth 
edition of this classic text builds on the strengths of previous editions to provide a comprehensive 
and sophisticated analysis of Russian politics and society. The new edition incorporates the latest 
debates about Russian politics, analysing recent institutional and political developments, and examines 
the electoral cycle and prospects of the president elected at the end of the process. New to this 
edition: an evaluation of Putin’s leadership and the country's political performance under him; updated 
election results and demographic, social, ethnic/national statistics to include results of the 2010 census; 
changes in the party system, to electoral legislation and to the composition of parliament as well as 
the relationship between the executive and legislature; coverage of the constitutional changes and 
governmental appointments under the various prime ministers; more analysis of economic performance 
including discussion of the energy sector and pipeline politics; changes in Russian foreign policy since 
EU enlargement, its relationship with NATO since the ‘reset’, as well as its relations with post-Soviet 
states; assessment of the military reforms and security and defence policy; debates over the question of 
democracy in Russia today, the nature of the system, and its future prospects. Written in an accessible 
and lively style, this book is packed with detailed information on the central debates and issues in 
Russia’s difficult transformation. An unrivalled textbook on the subject it is essential reading for all those 
concerned with the fate of Russia, and with the future of international society.

New Conservatives in Russia and East Central Europe

This book explores the emergence, and in Poland, Hungary, and Russia the coming to power, of 
politicians and political parties rejecting the consensus around market reforms, democratization, and 
rule of law that has characterized moves toward an "open society" from the 1990s. It discusses how over 
the last decade these political actors, together with various think tanks, intellectual circles, and religious 
actors, have increasingly presented themselves as "conservatives," and outlines how these actors are 
developing a new local brand of conservatism as a full-fledged ideology that counters the perceived 
liberal overemphasis on individual rights and freedom, and differs from the ideology of the established, 
present-day conservative parties of Western Europe. Overall, the book argues that the "renaissance 
of conservatism" in these countries represents variations on a new, illiberal conservatism that aims to 
re-establish a strong state sovereignty defining and pursuing a national path of development.

Russia and The Commonwealth of Independent States 2014

Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States deals with the twelve independent republics that 
became members of the Commonwealth of Independent States following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in December 1992.

Putin Again



This report examines Russia's economy, domestic politics, and foreign relations beyond the 2012 
elections. Russia possesses significant economic assets and residual political capital; however, current 
trends suggest the country will struggle to realize its potential in the coming decade. Russia's politics 
and economy are increasingly stagnant, and its international influence is in gradual decline. As internal 
challenges grow in the next decade, Russia will become an increasing source of concern for Western 
policymakers, though rarely an object of direct policy.

Russian Foreign Policy

Written by two leading scholars, this cutting-edge textbook provides a comprehensive re-evaluation 
of Russian foreign policy in the 21st century, covering its historical development, key institutions and 
actors, and processes, principles and strategies. It integrates domestic and global perspectives to give 
a more rounded and balanced assessment of Russia's place in the world. This text will be essential 
reading on Russian foreign policy modules as well as on broader courses on Russian government and 
politics. It can also be used as supplementary reading on more general comparative politics and foreign 
policy modules which use Russia as a key case study.

The State and Big Business in Russia

This book presents a study of the complex relationship between the Russian state and big business 
during Vladimir Putin’s first two presidential terms (2000–2008). Based on extensive original research, 
it focuses on the interaction of Russia’s political executive with the ‘oligarchs’. It shows how Putin’s 
crackdown on this elite group led big business to accept new ‘rules of the game’ and how this 
was accompanied by the involvement of big business in policy formulation, particularly through the 
organisational vehicle of the Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RSPP). It goes on to 
discuss why Yukos and its CEO Mikhail Khodorkovsky were targeted by Russia’s political authorities 
and the resultant consequences, namely the end of the relatively successful framework via which 
state-business relations had been managed, and its replacement by fear and mutual distrust, along 
with a vastly expanded role for the state, and state-related actors, in the Russian corporate sector. The 
book explores all these developments in detail and sets them against the context of continued trends 
towards greater authoritarianism in Russia.

Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States 2012

Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States 2011 is a volume in "The World Today Series". 
Published and updated annually, this series provides both a short historical treatment and an up-to-date 
look at the various countries of the entire globe. Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent 
States deals with the twelve independent republics that became members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States following the collapse of the Soviet Union in December 1992. The book focuses 
strongly on recent economic and political developments with shorter sections dealing with foreign 
policy, the military, religion, education, and specific cultural elements that help to define each republic 
and differentiate one from the other. Approximately one-third of the book is devoted to Russia, with 
shorter sections dealing with Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. There is also a section dealing with how the 
Commonwealth of Independent States came into being and how it has evolved since 1992.

Russia and The Commonwealth of Independent States 2013

Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States deals with the twelve independent republics that 
became members of the Commonwealth of Independent States following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in December 1992.

Russia Before and After Crimea

Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014 brought East - West relations to a low. But, by selling the 
annexation in starkly nationalist terms to grassroots nationalists, Putin's popularity reached record 
heights. This volume examines the interactions and tensions between state and societal nationalisms 
before and after the annexation.

Russia After The Global Economic Crisis



The focus of Russia and Eurasia is on recent economic and political developments within twelve 
sovereign states that became independent following the collapse of the Soviet Union in December 
1991.

Russia and Eurasia 2019-2020

Traces Russia's transforming nationalism, from imperialism, through ethnocentrism and migration 
phobia, to territorial expansion. This title was made Open Access by libraries from around the world 
through Knowledge Unlatched.

New Russian Nationalism

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia witnessed a dramatic increase in psychotherapeutic 
options, which promoted social connection while advancing new forms of capitalist subjectivity amid 
often-wrenching social and economic transformations. In Shock Therapy Tomas Matza provides an 
ethnography of post-Soviet Saint Petersburg, following psychotherapists, psychologists, and their 
clients as they navigate the challenges of post-Soviet life. Juxtaposing personal growth and success 
seminars for elites with crisis counseling and remedial interventions for those on public assistance, 
Matza shows how profound inequalities are emerging in contemporary Russia in increasingly intimate 
ways as matters of selfhood. Extending anthropologies of neoliberalism and care in new directions, 
Matza offers a profound meditation on the interplay between ethics, therapy, and biopolitics, as well as 
a sensitive portrait of everyday caring practices in the face of the confounding promise of postsocialist 
democracy.

Shock Therapy

At no time since the end of the Cold War has interest been higher in Russian security issues and 
the role played in this by the modernization of Russia’s Armed Forces. The continued transformation 
of its Armed Forces from Cold War legacy towards a modern combat capable force presents many 
challenges for the Kremlin. Moscow’s security concerns domestically, in the turbulent North Caucasus, 
and internationally linked to the Arab Spring, as well as its complex relations with the US and NATO and 
its role in the aftermath of the Maidan Revolution in Ukraine in 2014 further raises the need to present an 
informed analytical survey of the country’s military, past, present and future. This collection addresses 
precisely the nature of the challenges facing Russian policymakers as they struggle to rebuild combat 
capable military to protect Russian interests in the twenty-first century. This book was based on a 
special issue of the Journal of Slavic Military Studies.

The Transformation of Russia’s Armed Forces

Russian nationalism, previously dominated by 'imperial' tendencies - pride in a large, strong and 
multi-ethnic state able to project its influence abroad - is increasingly focused on ethnic issues. In 
2014, Russia's annexation of Crimea and the subsequent violent conflict in Eastern Ukraine utterly 
transformed the nationalist discourse in Russia. This book provides an up-to-date survey of Russian 
nationalism as a political, social and intellectual phenomenon by leading Western and Russian experts 
in the field of nationalism studies. It includes case studies on migrantophobia; the relationship between 
nationalism and religion; nationalism in the media; nationalism and national identity in economic policy; 
nationalism in the strategy of the Putin regime as well as a survey-based study of nationalism in public 
opinion.

New Russian Nationalism

This book provides an overview of the state of Russia after the 2012 presidential election. It considers 
a wide range of both domestic and international issues, examining both the run up to and the 
consequences of the election. It covers political, economic, and social topics. It assesses the political 
scene both before and after the election, and discusses the nature of and likely future of democracy 
in Russia. The election’s impact on the Russian economy is discussed in detail, as are Russia’s 
relationships with the United States, the European Union, and other parts of the world.

Russia after 2012

In the aftermath of the financial collapse of August 1998, it looked as if Russia's day as a superpower 
had come and gone. That it should recover and reassert itself after less than a decade is nothing 



short of an economic and political miracle. Based on extensive research, including several interviews 
with Vladimir Putin, this revealing book chronicles Russia's dramatic reemergence on the world stage, 
illuminating the key reason for its rebirth: the use of its ever-expanding energy wealth to reassert 
its traditional great power ambitions. In his deft, informative narrative, Marshall Goldman traces how 
this has come to be, and how Russia is using its oil-based power as a lever in world politics. The 
book provides an informative overview of oil in Russia, traces Vladimir Putin's determined effort to 
reign in the upstart oil oligarchs who had risen to power in the post-Soviet era, and describes Putin's 
efforts to renationalize and refashion Russia's industries into state companies and his vaunted "national 
champions" corporations like Gazprom, largely owned by the state, who do the bidding of the state. 
Goldman shows how Russia paid off its international debt and has gone on to accumulate the world's 
third largest holdings of foreign currency reserves--all by becoming the world's largest producer of 
petroleum and the world's second largest exporter. Today, Vladimir Putin and his cohort have stabilized 
the Russian economy and recentralized power in Moscow, and fossil fuels (oil and natural gas) have 
made it all possible. The story of oil and gas in Russia is a tale of discovery, intrigue, corruption, wealth, 
misguidance, greed, patronage, nepotism, and power. Marshall Goldman tells this story with panache, 
as only one of the world's leading authorities on Russia could.

Petrostate

In Lonely Power, adapted from the Russian version, Lilia Shevtsova questions the veracity of clichTs 
about Russiauby both insiders and outsidersuand analyzes Russia's trajectory and how the West 
influences the country's modernization.

Lonely Power

Now fully updated, this widely respected text traces the lineage and development of Russian foreign 
policy with the insight that comes from historical perspective. The fifth edition incorporates new and fully 
updated coverage of issues including relations with the major powers and with other post-communist 
states, international security issues including arms control issues and grounds for sanctions and 
intervention, and domestic and regional issues related to natural resource politics, human rights, 
Islamism and terrorism.

The Foreign Policy of Russia
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