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This article critically examines the persistent failure of American public education, drawing on 48 years 
of dedicated experience within urban schools. It highlights the ongoing struggle to see positive out-
comes, metaphorically 'waiting for the harvest' despite years of 'sowing,' underscoring the deep-seated 
issues that continue to plague the system and the urgent need for meaningful reform.
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Failure of American Public Education: Still Waiting for the Harvest

Despite all of the positive things that we have done in American education, we have failed miserably! 
When it comes to academic rigor in America's large urban schools, other nations such as China, India, 
and Singapore are passing us at alarming rates. In a speech on education on March 10, 2009, President 
Obama said that other countries are ahead of the United States in creating internationally competitive 
educational standards. He argued that a far-reaching overhaul of the nation's educational system is 
an economic imperative that can not wait. "The relative decline of American education is untenable for 
our economy, unsustainable for our democracy, and unacceptable to our children. We can not afford 
to let it continue. What is at stake here is nothing less than the American dream". The Brown decision 
represented the most hopeful thread of the American narrative; "the doctrine of 'separate but equal' 
has no place," and the opportunity to learn "is a right which must be made available to all on equal 
terms." In practice, integrated schools today remain as much of a dream now as they were 50 years 
ago. The wealthier schools are filled with passionate, experienced educators, while the poorer urban 
schools are flooded with passionate, inexperienced rookies who are so overwhelmed that they leave 
the profession in defeat. Three out of every 10 students in the U.S. public schools still fail to finish high 
school with a diploma. That amounts to 1.3 million students lost from the graduation pipeline each year, 
or almost 7,200 students lost every day. Those who do graduate are woefully lacking in literacy. Most 
do not master standard English and are an embarrassment when they speak in settings that require 
standard English. Where did we go wrong?
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The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

American Education, a National Failure

Cincinnati Magazine taps into the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and 
giving readers a ringside seat on the issues shaping the region.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

Popular Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their 
world. The core belief that Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and 
science and technology are the driving forces that will help make it better.

Cincinnati Magazine

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Popular Science

Cincinnati Magazine taps into the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and 
giving readers a ringside seat on the issues shaping the region.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Cincinnati Magazine

A journal for the farm, the garden, and the fireside, devoted to improvement in agriculture, horticulture, 
and rural taste; to elevation in mental, moral, and social character, and the spread of useful knowledge 
and current news.

The Epworth Herald

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

The Cultivator & Country Gentleman

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Prairie Farmer

Includes music.

The Country Gentleman

A compassionate, shame-free guide for your darkest days “A one-of-a-kind book . . . to read for yourself 
or give to a struggling friend or loved one without the fear that depression and suicidal thoughts will 



be minimized, medicalized or over-spiritualized.”—Kay Warren, cofounder of Saddleback Church What 
happens when loving Jesus doesn’t cure you of depression, anxiety, or suicidal thoughts? You might be 
crushed by shame over your mental illness, only to be told by well-meaning Christians to “choose joy” 
and “pray more.” So you beg God to take away the pain, but nothing eases the ache inside. As darkness 
lingers and color drains from your world, you’re left wondering if God has abandoned you. You just want 
a way out. But there’s hope. In I Love Jesus, But I Want to Die, Sarah J. Robinson offers a healthy, 
practical, and shame-free guide for Christians struggling with mental illness. With unflinching honesty, 
Sarah shares her story of battling depression and fighting to stay alive despite toxic theology that made 
her afraid to seek help outside the church. Pairing her own story with scriptural insights, mental health 
research, and simple practices, Sarah helps you reconnect with the God who is present in our deepest 
anguish and discover that you are worth everything it takes to get better. Beautifully written and full of 
hard-won wisdom, I Love Jesus, But I Want to Die offers a path toward a rich, hope-filled life in Christ, 
even when healing doesn’t look like what you expect.

Yank

Includes music.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go 
more places and enjoy nature more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's 
first GPS-enabled magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, 
camping gear, and survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor 
recognizing design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all 
other outdoor-industry awards are measured.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

National Stockman and Farmer

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.
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Frank Leslie's Sunday Magazine
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