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The Inept Watergate Defense
The Rockefeller Conspiracy
The Camelot Conspiracy
Archibald Cox
And Where We Had Said that the Tapes Are Very Bad Quality so There's Lots of Unintelligible We 
Needed To Spend a Lot More Time Seeing if We Could Decipher the Unintelligible So Well I Spent 
Hundreds of Hours Doing Was Polishing Rosewood's Transcripts and Trying To Get those Last Few 
Words so We Would Really Know What the Tape Said It's an Interesting Exercise because Listening 
to the Tapes Is Far Different from Reading a Transcript It's Almost the Difference between Learning 
a Language as Growing Up as a Native and Learning It in College
It's an Interesting Exercise because Listening to the Tapes Is Far Different from Reading a Transcript 
It's Almost the Difference between Learning a Language as Growing Up as a Native and Learning It 
in College You Can't Pick Up the Subtleties or Innuendo unless You'Re Really Concentrating on the 
Wording and and You Can't Pick Up the Intonation and I Would Tell You Based on Review of Hundreds 
of Tapes Hundreds of Hours That They'Re Not Conspirators They'Re Not Sitting There Saying You 
Know What Do You Think about this Too How Do You Think that's Going To Play It
And I Believe from Having Been on the Staff for Five Years the White House Did Not Know What Was 
Going On so It Would Be Very Hard To Orchestrate the Continuing Cover-Up after John Dean Left 
because You Didn't Know What Had Been Done Oh I Do Think One Thing Though and Maybe There's 
a Book in this the One Institution That Hasn't Figured In in the Conspiracy Work Is the Fbi and You 
Can Picture How the Book Would Go J Edgar Hoover Stayed Too Long the Fbi Was Engaged in 
Nefarious Acts That that They Shouldn't Have Been Engaged in both of Which Are True
I Think He Says in Other Words John Dean's Story Escalates over Time and that Thought that His 
Story Changed It's Very Troublesome We'Ll Get into that in some Detail and Then We'Ll Talk about 
What I Characterize as John Dean's Disappearing Prison Sentence So Let's Go to Conventional 
Wisdom Here You Have a Guy Who Most People Think Was a Young Inexperienced Lawyer Caught 
Up in Something beyond His Control Fell In with the Wrong People and Made It Clean Breast of by 
Going to the Government and Confessing but Look What the Prosecutors Say about John Dean and 
I'M Going To Read It to You So Don't I Want To Introduce It for a Second this Is a Book in 1977 by-Ben 
Richard Benveniste and George Frampton
And We Show You Here Again Freed from from at My Instance from Documents You Can't Read this 
but I Can this Is a Civil Service Questionnaire That Was Submitted to the Lead Partner of the Law 
Firm and It Says Has the Individual Ever Been Discharged under Adverse Circumstances the Answer 
Is Yes and the Question Is Why and the Answer Is Unethical Conduct Did the Employee Know that 
that Was Why He Was Discharged Yes and Here It Says He Answered a 5 B while Employed by this 
Firm Applicant Undertook Work Unbeknownst to Us at the Time in Direct Conflict with the Interests 
of the Firm and a Client Thereof
You Want To Pay Very Close Attention to this Part and It's About Five Slides That I Apologize but 
I Think this Is Hugely Newsworthy It's Public for the First Time Today because of Research I Did 
because of Freedom of Information Act Requests That I Made John Dean's Communications with 
Career Federal Prosecutors Spanned Twelve Meetings over the Month of April the First Meeting Is 
April 2nd 1973 the Cover-Up Has Collapsed His Lawyer Goes In To Bargain for Immunity We Can 
Give You Mitchell We Can Give You Magruder It Ends May 3rd 1973 It's the Last Meeting
But It Was Conceded at Trial the Cover-Up Trial that every Payment Was in Response to a Submission 
for Reimbursement of Legal Expenses or Humanitarian Aid and the Defense Said We Were We Were 
Merely Taking Care of Our Own We Were Not Buying Their Silence and of Course John Dean Said 
Well that's What You Say Now but We Were Buying Their Silence That's What Else Would You Do It 
Now You Also Need To Know in every Major Political Scandal the Individual Is Left Abandoned and 
in every Scandal I Know of Their Legal Fees Are Covered You Can't Let Them Stay Out There Bare 
Who Knows What They Might Say
And I Read When Dean Was on the Stand in the New York Case the Defense Attorneys Had 
Suggested from Time to Time He Was Testifying against Mitchell and Stands in Order To Get a Lighter 
Sentence from the Court in Washington That's from Me It Was a Legitimate Way for those Attorneys 
To Try To Discredit Dean Given the Fact He Hadn't Yet Been Sentenced by Me but I Didn't Want the 
Defense To Use the Same Tactic in the Cover-Up Case Dean Had Already Made His Plea Bargain 
with Prosecutors As Long as He Appeared To Testify Fully and Truthfully I Knew What He Said on 
the Witness Stand Wasn't Going To Make any Difference in the Sentence
As Long as He Appeared To Testify Fully and Truthfully I Knew What He Said on the Witness Stand 
Wasn't Going To Make any Difference in the Sentence I Had To Do So To Prevent the Suggestion 



that He Was Testifying in the Hope that I Would Reduce His Sentence I Decided To Give Dean That 
Sentence Well before the Trial this Is a Change in Standard Procedure this Is a an Effort To Have 
You Testify from Jail and Indeed What Judge Sirica Did on August 2nd 1974 He Sentenced John to 
a Prison Term of One to Four Years Now He's Only Pled to a Single Felony the Most He Can Get Is 
Five Years
Sentencing of the Principal Accusatory Witness
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