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Explore the life and profound teachings of Pythagoras, a pivotal figure in ancient Greek philosophy and 
mathematics. This overview delves into early Pythagoreanism, its unique blend of numerical mysticism, 
scientific inquiry into geometry and music, and its lasting influence on Western thought and intellectual 
traditions.

Our goal is to bridge the gap between research and practical application.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Early Pythagoreanism Explained you have been searching 
for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This document is widely searched in online digital libraries.
You are privileged to discover it on our website.
We deliver the complete version Early Pythagoreanism Explained to you for free.

Pythagoras and the Early Pythagoreans

In ancient tradition, Pythagoras emerges as a wise teacher, an outstanding mathematician, an 
influential politician, and as a religious and ethical reformer. This volume offers a comprehensive 
study of Pythagoras, Pythagoreanism, and the early Pythagoreans through an analysis of the many 
representations of the individual and his followers.

Pythagoras and Early Pythagoreanism

The purpose of the conference “On Pythagoreanism”, held in Brasilia in 2011, was to bring together 
leading scholars from all over the world to define the status quaestionis for the ever-increasing interest 
and research on Pythagoreanism in the 21st century. The papers included in this volume exemplify the 
variety of topics and approaches now being used to understand the polyhedral image of one of the 
most fascinating and long-lasting intellectual phenomena in Western history. Cornelli’s paper opens 
the volume by charting the course of Pythagorean studies over the past two centuries. The remaining 
contributions range chronologically from Pythagoras and the early Pythagoreans of the archaic period 
(6th-5th centuries BCE) through the classical, hellenistic and late antique periods, to the eighteenth 
century. Thematically they treat the connections of Pythagoreanism with Orphism and religion, with 
mathematics, metaphysics and epistemology and with politics and the Pythagorean way of life.

Pythagoras and Early Pythagoreanism

In ancient tradition, Pythagoras emerges as a wise teacher, an outstanding mathematician, an influ-
ential politician, and as a religious and ethical reformer. This volume offers a study of Pythagoras, 
Pythagoreanism, and the early Pythagoreans through an analysis of the many representations of the 
individual and his followers.

Pythagoras and Early Pythagoreanism

A fascinating portrait of the Pythagorean tradition, including a substantial account of the 
Neo-Pythagorean revival, and ending with Johannes Kepler on the threshold of modernism.

On Pythagoreanism

This is a comprehensive, authoritative and innovative account of Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism, 
one of the most enigmatic and influential philosophies in the West. In twenty-one chapters covering a 
timespan from the sixth century BC to the seventeenth century AD, leading scholars construct a number 
of different images of Pythagoras and his community, assessing current scholarship and offering new 
answers to central problems. Chapters are devoted to the early Pythagoreans, and the full breadth of 
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Pythagorean thought is explored including politics, religion, music theory, science, mathematics and 
magic. Separate chapters consider Pythagoreanism in Plato, Aristotle, the Peripatetics and the later 
Academic tradition, while others describe Pythagoreanism in the historical tradition, in Rome and in 
the pseudo-Pythagorean writings. The three great lives of Pythagoras by Diogenes Laertius, Porphyry 
and Iamblichus are also discussed in detail, as is the significance of Pythagoras for the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance.

Pythagoras and the Early Pythagoreans

For this first English edition of his distinguished study of Pythagoreanism, Weisheit und Wissenschajt: 
Studien zu Pythagoras, Philolaos, und Platon, Walter Burkert has carefully revised text and notes, 
taking account of additional literature on the subject which appeared between 1962 and 1969. By a thor-
ough critical sifting of all the available evidence, the author lays a new foundation for the understanding 
of ancient Pythagoreanism and in particular of the relationship within it of "lore" and "science." He 
shows that in the twilight zone when the Greeks were discovering the rational interpretation of the world 
and quantitative natural science, Pythagoras represented not the origin of the new, but the survival or 
revival of ancient, pre-scientific lore or wisdom, based on superhuman authority and expressed in ritual 
obligation.

Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans

Was Plato a Pythagorean? Plato's students and earliest critics thought so, but scholars since the 
nineteenth century have been more skeptical. With this probing study, Phillip Sidney Horky argues that a 
specific type of Pythagorean philosophy, called mathematical Pythagoreanism, exercised a decisive in-
fluence on fundamental aspects of Plato's philosophy. The progenitor of mathematical Pythagoreanism 
was the infamous Pythagorean heretic and political revolutionary Hippasus of Metapontum, a student of 
Pythagoras who is credited with experiments in harmonics that led to innovations in mathematics. The 
innovations of Hippasus and other mathematical Pythagoreans, including Empedocles of Agrigentum, 
Epicharmus of Syracuse, Philolaus of Croton, and Archytas of Tarentum, presented philosophers 
like Plato with novel ways to reconcile empirical knowledge with abstract mathematical theories. 
Plato and Pythagoreanism demonstrates how mathematical Pythagoreanism established many of 
the fundamental philosophical questions Plato dealt with in his central dialogues, including Cratylus, 
Phaedo, Republic, Timaeus, and Philebus. In the process, it also illuminates the historical significance 
of the mathematical Pythagoreans, a group whose influence on the development of philosophical and 
scientific methods has been obscured since late antiquity. The picture that results is one in which Plato 
inherits mathematical Pythagorean method only to transform it into a powerful philosophical argument 
about the essential relationships between the cosmos and the human being.

A History of Pythagoreanism

This is the story of Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans, whose insights transformed the ancient world 
and still inspire the realms of science, mathematics, philosophy and the arts. Einstein said that the most 
incredible thing about our universe was that it was comprehensible at all. As Kitty Ferguson explains, 
Pythagoras had much the same idea - but 2,500 years earlier. Though known by many only for his 
famous Theorem, in fact the pillars of our scientific tradition - belief that the universe is rational, that 
there is unity to all things, and that numbers and mathematics are a powerful guide to truth about nature 
and the cosmos - hark back to the convictions of this legendary scholar. Kitty Ferguson brilliantly evokes 
Pythagoras' ancient world of, showing how ideas spread in antiquity, and chronicles the incredible 
influence he and his followers have had on so many extraordinary people in the history of Western 
thought and science. 'Pythagoras' influence on the ideas, and therefore on the destiny, of the human 
race was probably greater than that of any single man before or after him' - Arthur Koestler.

Lore and Science in Ancient Pythagoreanism

Dit boek is het eerste deel in een reeks van vier over de geschiedenis van vrouwen in de filosofie.

Plato and Pythagoreanism

Cover -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Note on Abbreviations -- Chronology -- Introduction -- 1 
Who Were the Pythagorean Women? -- 2 Wives, Mothers, Sisters, Daughters -- 3 Who Were the 
Neopythagorean Women Authors? -- 4 Introduction to the Prose Writings of Neopythagorean Women 



-- 5 The Letters and Treatises of Neopythagorean Women in the East -- 6 The Letters and Treatises 
of Neopythagorean Women in the West -- 7 The Neopythagorean Women as Philosophers -- Notes -- 
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Pythagoras

"A wide range of specialists provide a comprehensive overview of the reception of Pythagorean ideas 
in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, shedding new light especially on the understudied 'Medieval 
Pythagoras' of the Latin West. They also explore the survival of Pythagoreanism in the Arabic, Jewish, 
and Persian cultures, thus adopting a multicultural perspective. Their common concern is to detect 
the sources of this reception, and to follow their circulation in diverse linguistic areas. The reader can 
thus have a panoramic view of the major themes belonging to the Pythagorean heritage - number 
philosophy and the sciences of the quadrivium; ethics and way of life ; theology, metaphysics and 
the soul - until the Early Modern times. Contributors are: Constantinos Macris, Cecilia Panti, Andrew 
Hicks, Sonja Brentjes, Gad Freudenthal, Tzvi Langermann, Anna Izdebska, Aurélien Robert, Daniel De 
Smet, Carmela Baffioni, Irene Caiazzo, Marta Borgo, Iacopo Costa, David Albertson, Denis Robichaud, 
Jean-Pierre Brach"--

Ancient Women Philosophers

Bringing together geometry and philosophy, this book undertakes a strikingly original study of the 
origins and significance of the Pythagorean theorem. Thales, whom Aristotle called the first philosopher 
and who was an older contemporary of Pythagoras, posited the principle of a unity from which all 
things come, and back into which they return upon dissolution. He held that all appearances are only 
alterations of this basic unity and there can be no change in the cosmos. Such an account requires 
some fundamental geometric figure out of which appearances are structured. Robert Hahn argues 
that Thales came to the conclusion that it was the right triangle: by recombination and repackaging, 
all alterations can be explained from that figure. This idea is central to what the discovery of the 
Pythagorean theorem could have meant to Thales and Pythagoras in the sixth century BCE. With more 
than two hundred illustrations and figures, Hahn provides a series of geometric proofs for this lost 
narrative, tracing it from Thales to Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans who followed, and then finally to 
Plato's Timaeus. Uncovering the philosophical motivation behind the discovery of the theorem, Hahn's 
book will enrich the study of ancient philosophy and mathematics alike.

Early Pythagorean Politics in Practice and Theory

The Pythagorean women are a group of female philosophers who were followers of Pythagoras and are 
credited with authoring a series of letters and treatises. In both stages of the history of Pythagoreanism 
– namely, the fifth-century Pythagorean societies and the Hellenistic Pythagorean writings – the 
Pythagorean woman is viewed as an intellectual, a thinker, a teacher, and a philosopher. The purpose 
of this Element is to answer the question: what kind of philosopher is the Pythagorean woman? The 
traditional picture of the Pythagorean female sage is that of an expert of the household. The author 
argues that the available evidence is more complex and conveys the idea of the Pythagorean woman 
as both an expert on the female sphere and a well-rounded thinker philosophising about the principles 
of the cosmos, human society, the immortality of the soul, numbers, and harmonics.

Pythagorean Women

The second half of the book re-examines problems regarding the connections between ancient magic, 
science, and religion. More specifically, it traces for the first time a line of transmission from Empedocles 
and the early Pythagoreans down to southern Egypt, and from there into the world of Islam.

Brill's Companion to the Reception of Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism in the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance

The Pythagorean Life is the most extensive surviving source on Pythagoreanism, and has wider interest 
as an account of the religious aspirations of late antiquity. "...admirably clear translation and sensible 
introduction"—The Classical Review

The Metaphysics of the Pythagorean Theorem



The Pythagorean idea that number is the key to understanding reality inspired Neoplatonist philoso-
phers in the fourth and fifth centuries to develop theories in physics and metaphysics based on 
mathematical models. The theories produced by this revived interest in Pythagoreanism were to 
become influential in medieval and early modern philosophy, and this book makes use of some 
newly-discovered evidence to examine for the first time the development of those theories.

Pythagorean Women

Archytas of Tarentum is one of the three most important philosophers in the Pythagorean tradition, a 
prominent mathematician, who gave the first solution to the famous problem of doubling the cube, 
an important music theorist, and the leader of a powerful Greek city-state. He is famous for sending 
a trireme to rescue Plato from the clutches of the tyrant of Syracuse, Dionysius II, in 361 BC. This 
2005 study was the first extensive enquiry into Archytas' work in any language. It contains original 
texts, English translations and a commentary for all the fragments of his writings and for all testimonia 
concerning his life and work. In addition there are introductory essays on Archytas' life and writings, 
his philosophy, and the question of authenticity. Carl A. Huffman presents an interpretation of Archytas' 
significance both for the Pythagorean tradition and also for fourth-century Greek thought, including the 
philosophies of Plato and Aristotle.

Ancient Philosophy, Mystery, and Magic

Pythagoric life accompanied by fragments of the ethical writings of certain Pythagoreans in the Doric 
dialect and a collection of Pythagoric sentences from Stobaeus and others.

On the Pythagorean Life

In both ancient tradition and modern research Pythagoreanism has been understood as a religious 
sect or as a philosophical and scientific community. Numerous attempts have been made to reconcile 
these pictures as well as to analyze them separately. The most recent scholarship compartmentalizes 
different facets of Pythagorean knowledge, but this offers no context for exploring their origins, 
development, and interdependence. This collection aims to reverse this trend, addressing connec-
tions between the different fields of Pythagorean knowledge, such as eschatology, metempsychosis, 
metaphysics, epistemology, arithmology and numerology, music, dietetics and medicine as well as 
politics. In particular, the contributions discuss how the Pythagorean way of life related to more doctrinal 
aspects of knowledge, such as Pythagorean religion and science. The volume explores the effects of 
this interdependence between different kinds of knowledge both within the Pythagorean corpus and 
in its later reception. Chapters cover historical periods from the Archaic Period (6th century BC) to 
Neoplatonism, Early Christianity, the European and Arabic Middle Ages, and the Renaissance through 
to the Early Modern Period (17th century AD). Contributions by E. Afonasin, L. Arcari, D. Baltzly, A. 
Barker, H. Bartos, A. Bernabe, J. Bremmer, L. Brisson, F. Casadesus, M. Catarzi, S. Chrysakopoulou, 
G. Cornelli, E. Cottrell, S. Galson, M. Giangiulio, T. Iremadze, A. Izdebska, C. L. Joost-Gaugier, S. 
Kouloumentas, B. La Sala, R. McKirahan, C. Montepaone, H.-P. Neumann, A. Palmer, A. Provenza, 
I. Ramelli, D. Robichaud, B. Roling, W. Schmidt-Biggemann, E. Spinelli, I. F. Viltanioti, and L. Zhmud.



Pythagoras Revived

One of the most important mathematical theorems is named after Pythagoras of Samos, but this 
semi-mythical Greek sage has more to offer than formulas. He is said to have discovered the numerical 
nature of the basic consonances and transposed the musical proportions to the cosmos, postulating 
a "harmony of the spheres." He may have coined the words "cosmos" and "philosophy." He is also 
believed to have taught the doctrine of transmigration of souls and therefore to have advised a 
vegetarian diet. Ancient legends have Pythagoras conversing with dogs, bears, and bulls. A distinctly 
Pythagorean way of life, including detailed ritual regulations, was observed by his disciples, who 
were organized as a secret society. Later, Pythagorean and Platonic teachings became fused. In 
this Platonized form, Pythagoreanism has remained influential through medieval Christianity and the 
Renaissance down to the present. Christoph Riedweg's book is an engaging introduction to the 
fundamental contributions of Pythagoras to the establishment of European culture. To penetrate the 
intricate maze of lore and ascertain what history can tell us about the philosopher, Riedweg not only 
examines the written record but also considers Pythagoras within the cultural, intellectual, and spiritual 
context of his times. The result is a vivid overview of the life and teachings of a crucial Greek thinker 
and his most important followers.

Archytas of Tarentum

The most striking merits of Guthrie's work are his mastery of a tremendous range of ancient literature 
and modern scholarship.

Iamblichus' Life of Pythagoras

For the first time, the reader can have a synoptic view of the reception of Pythagoras and Pythagore-
anism in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, East and West, in a multicultural perspective. All 
the major themes of Pythagoreanism are addressed, from mathematics, number philosophy and 
metaphysics to ethics and religious thought.

Pythagorean Knowledge from the Ancient to the Modern World

This book presents an up-to-date overview of the main new directions taken by ancient philosophy in 
the first century BC, a period in which the dominance exercised in the Hellenistic age by Stoicism, 
Epicureanism and Academic Scepticism gave way to a more diverse and experimental philosophical 
scene. Its development has been much less well understood, but here a strong international team of 
leading scholars of the subject reconstruct key features of the changed environment. They examine 
afresh the evidence for some of the central Greek thinkers of the period, as well as illuminating Cicero's 
engagement with Plato both as translator and in his own philosophising. The intensity of renewed study 
of Aristotle's Categories and Plato's Timaeus is an especially striking outcome of their discussions. 
The volume will be indispensable for scholars and students interested in the history of Platonism and 
Aristotelianism.

Pythagoras

An exploration of one of the most celebrated and well-known theorems in mathematics By any measure, 
the Pythagorean theorem is the most famous statement in all of mathematics. In this book, Eli Maor 
reveals the full story of this ubiquitous geometric theorem. Although attributed to Pythagoras, the 
theorem was known to the Babylonians more than a thousand years earlier. Pythagoras may have 
been the first to prove it, but his proof—if indeed he had one—is lost to us. The theorem itself, however, 
is central to almost every branch of science, pure or applied. Maor brings to life many of the characters 
that played a role in its history, providing a fascinating backdrop to perhaps our oldest enduring 
mathematical legacy.

A History of Greek Philosophy: Volume 1, The Earlier Presocratics and the Pythagoreans

Numbers, operators, and degrees of independence facilitate creation and organization of the real 
environment. The explanation and application of quantum mechanics on atomic and cosmic scales 
is suggested by the Pythagorean tradition



Brill's Companion to the Reception of Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism in the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance

The history of Pythagoreanism is littered with different and incompatible interpretations, to the point 
that Kahn (1974) suggested that, instead of another thesis on Pythagoreanism, it would be preferable 
to assess traditions with the aim of producing a good historiographical presentation. This almost 
fourty-year-old observation by Kahn, directs the author of this book towards a fundamentally historio-
graphical rather than philological brand of work, that is, one neither exclusively devoted to the exegesis 
of sources such as Philolaus, Archytas or even of one of the Hellenistic Lives nor even to the theoretical 
approach of one of the themes that received specific contributions from Pythagoreanism, such as 
mathematics, cosmology, politics or theories of the soul. Instead, this monograph sets out to reconstruct 
the way in which the tradition established Pythagoreanism’s image, facing one of the central problems 
that characterizes Pythagoreanism more than other ancient philosophical movements: the drastically 
shifting terrain of the criticism of the sources. The goal of this historiographical approach is to embrace 
Pythagoreanism in its entirety, through - and not in spite of - itscomplex articulation across more than 
a millennium.

Aristotle, Plato and Pythagoreanism in the First Century BC

Surviving fragments of information about Pythagoras (born ca. 570 BCE) gave rise to a growing set 
of legends about this famous sage and his followers, whose reputations throughout Antiquity and the 
Middle Ages have never before been studied systematically. This book is the first to examine the unified 
concepts of harmony, proportion, form, and order that were attributed to Pythagoras in the millennium 
after his death and the important developments to which they led in art, architecture, mathematics, 
astronomy, music, medicine, morals, religion, law, alchemy, and the occult sciences. In this profusely 
illustrated book, Christiane L. Joost-Gaugier sets out the panorama of Pythagoras's influence and that 
of Christian and Jewish thinkers who followed his ideas in the Greek, Roman, early Christian, and 
medieval worlds. In illuminating this tradition of thought, Joost-Gaugier shows how the influence of 
Pythagoreanism was far broader than is usually realized, and that it affected the development of ancient 
and medieval art and architecture from Greek and Roman temples to Gothic cathedrals.Joost-Gaugier 
demonstrates that Pythagoreanism—centered on the dim memory of a single person that endured for 
centuries and grew ever-greater—inspired a new language for artists and architects, enabling them to 
be "modern."

The Pythagorean Theorem

This book is a commentary on the Pythagorean Golden Verses, a neglected, but once very popular 
poem of the Hellenistic period. The goal of the poem is to introduce its readers to the basic moral, 
religious and philosophical doctrines of the Pythagorean sect and to guide them to spiritual maturity. 
The first part of the book treats still unresolved introductory matters such as the date, authorship, genre, 
composition, and the historical locus of the poem. This is followed by a text with translation on facing 
pages, and a detailed commentary containing a wealth of comparative material from the Greco-Roman 
period, including early Christianity and Judaism. Particularly valuable are the extensive discussions of 
the moral topoi and religious themes encountered in the poem.

Quantum Pythagoreans

"On the General Science of Mathematics is the third of four surviving works out of ten by Iamblichus ( c 
. 245 CE?early 320s) on the Pythagoreans. He thought the Pythagoreans had treated mathematics as 
essential for drawing the human soul upwards to higher realms described by Plato, and downwards to 
understand the physical cosmos, the products of arts and crafts and the order required for an ethical 
life. His Pythagorean treatises use edited quotation to re-tell the history of philosophy, presenting Plato 
and Aristotle as passing on the ideas invented by Pythagoras and his early followers. Although his 
quotations tend to come instead from Plato and later Pythagoreanising Platonists, this re-interpretation 
had a huge impact on the Neoplatonist commentators in Athens. Iamblichus' cleverness, if not to the 
same extent his re-interpretation, was appreciated by the commentators in Alexandria."--

The Golden Verses of Pythagoras

The timeless brilliance of this exhaustive survey of the best classical writers of antiquity on Pythagoras 
was first published in 1687 in Thomas Stanley’s massive tome, The History of Philosophy. It remains 



as contemporary today as it was over three hundred years ago. The text of the 1687 book has been 
reset and modernized to make it more accessible to the modern reader. Spelling has been regularized, 
obsolete words not found in a modern dictionary have been replaced, and contemporary conventions 
of punctuation have been used. Biographical sketches of Thomas Stanley and Pythagoras by Manly 
Palmer Hall, founder of the Philosophical Research Society, have been included, along with a profound 
overview of Pythagorean philosophy by Platonic scholar Dr. Henry L. Drake. The extensive Greek 
language references throughout the text have been corrected and contextualized, and reset in a 
modern Greek font. Each quotation has been verified with the source document in Greek. An extensive 
annotated appendix of these classical sources is included. A complete bibliography details all the 
reference works utilized, and a small Glossary defines a number of terms, especially those from musical 
theory, which may be unfamiliar to the non-technical reader.

Pythagoras

This classic text, written by a distinguished mathematician and teacher, focuses on a fundamental 
theory of geometry. Topics include all types of Pythagorean triangles.

In Search of Pythagoreanism

This Is A New Release Of The Original 1918 Edition.

Measuring Heaven

First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Pythagorean Golden Verses

among the numbers of a Pythagorean triple will truly amaze the reader. Posamentier next turns 
to "Pythagorean means" (the arithmetic, geometric, and harmonic means). Outlining Pythagoras's 
contributions to the methods used for measuring and comparing quantities in a variety of ways 
gives the reader a true appreciation for these valuable mathematical concepts. Finally, the last two 
chapters take a some what different approach to the topic and view the Pythagorean Theorem from an 
artistic point of view. The author shows how Pythagoras's work manifests itself in music and how the 
Pythagorean Theorem has influenced fractals, including the founding of a new class of fractals called 
"Pythagorean trees." Posamentier's lucid presentation and gift for conveying the significance of this 
key equation to those with little math background will inform, entertain, and inspire the reader, once 
again demonstrating the power and beauty of mathematics. --Book Jacket.

Iamblichus

Pythagoras
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