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empire of guns the violent making of the industrial revo-
lution

#industrial revolution #history of guns #violence industrialization #weapons technology history #empire building
industrial era

Explore the profound and often brutal relationship between military power and industrial advancement.
This narrative delves into how the ‘empire of guns' was not merely a byproduct but a violent, instru-
mental force in the making of the Industrial Revolution, profoundly impacting global power dynamics
and the development of modern warfare.
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Empire of Guns

NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF 2018 BY THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE AND
SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE By a prize-winning young historian, an authoritative work that reframes
the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of British empire, and emergence of industrial capitalism by
presenting them as inextricable from the gun trade "A fascinating and important glimpse into how
violence fueled the industrial revolution, Priya Satia's book stuns with deep scholarship and sparkling
prose."--Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Emperor of All Maladies We
have long understood the Industrial Revolution as a triumphant story of innovation and technology.
Empire of Guns, a rich and ambitious new book by award-winning historian Priya Satia, upends this
conventional wisdom by placing war and Britain's prosperous gun trade at the heart of the Industrial
Revolution and the state's imperial expansion. Satia brings to life this bustling industrial society with
the story of a scandal: Samuel Galton of Birmingham, one of Britain's most prominent gunmakers,
has been condemned by his fellow Quakers, who argue that his profession violates the society's
pacifist principles. In his fervent self-defense, Galton argues that the state's heavy reliance on industry
for all of its war needs means that every member of the British industrial economy is implicated in
Britain's near-constant state of war. Empire of Guns uses the story of Galton and the gun trade,
from Birmingham to the outermost edges of the British empire, to illuminate the nation's emergence
as a global superpower, the roots of the state's role in economic development, and the origins of
our era's debates about gun control and the "military-industrial complex" -- that thorny partnership
of government, the economy, and the military. Through Satia's eyes, we acquire a radically new
understanding of this critical historical moment and all that followed from it. Sweeping in its scope
and entirely original in its approach, Empire of Guns is a masterful new work of history -- a rigorous
historical argument with a human story at its heart.
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In this groundbreaking book, Priya Satia tracks the intelligence community's tactical grappling with
this problem and the myriad cultural, institutional, and political consequences of their methodological
choices during and after the Great War.

Marketable Values

The idea that land should be—or even could be—treated like any other commodity has not always
been a given. For much of British history, land was bought and sold in ways that emphasized its role
in complex networks of social obligation and political power, and that resisted comparisons with more
easily transacted and abstract markets. Fast-forward to today, when house-flipping is ubiquitous and
references to the fluctuating property market fill the news. How did we get here? In Marketable Values,
Desmond Fitz-Gibbon seeks to answer that question. He tells the story of how Britons imagined,
organized, and debated the buying and selling of land from the mid-eighteenth to the early twentieth
century. In a society organized around the prestige of property, the desire to commodify land required
making it newly visible through such spectacles as public auctions, novel professions like auctioneering,
and real estate journalism. As Fitz-Gibbon shows, these innovations sparked impassioned debates
on where, when, and how to demarcate the limits of a market society. As a result of these collective
efforts, the real estate business became legible to an increasingly attentive public and a lynchpin of
modern economic life. Drawing on an eclectic range of sources—from personal archives and estate
correspondence to building designs, auction handbills, and newspapers—Marketable Values explores
the development of the British property market and the seminal role it played in shaping the relationship
we have to property around the world today.

Importing the European Army

In a study that extends well beyond military history, David B. Ralston documents the ways in which
five different countries—Russia, the Ottoman Empire, Egypt, China, and Japan—refashioned their
armed forces along European lines during the three centuries after 1600. The appropriation of Western
military institutions in countries outside of Europe was, Ralston argues, the major force driving these
countries to adopt European administrative, economic, and cultural modes. Following the same format
in his discussion of each country, Ralston makes this central theme in world history easily accessible
to students while offering scholars a sophisticated understanding of the exact nature of the changes
brought about by Europeanizing military reforms. David B. Ralston, associate professor of history at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is the author of The Army of the Republic.

Absolute Destruction

In a book that is at once a major contribution to modern European history and a cautionary tale for
today, Isabel V. Hull argues that the routines and practices of the Imperial German Army, unchecked
by effective civilian institutions, increasingly sought the absolute destruction of its enemies as the only
guarantee of the nation's security. So deeply embedded were the assumptions and procedures of this
distinctively German military culture that the Army, in its drive to annihilate the enemy military, did not
shrink from the utter destruction of civilian property and lives. Carried to its extreme, the logic of "military
necessity" found real security only in extremities of destruction, in the "silence of the graveyard.”

Hull begins with a dramatic account, based on fresh archival work, of the German Army's slide from
administrative murder to genocide in German Southwest Africa (1904—7). The author then moves back
to 1870 and the war that inaugurated the Imperial era in German history, and analyzes the genesis
and nature of this specifically German military culture and its operations in colonial warfare. In the
First World War the routines perfected in the colonies were visited upon European populations. Hull
focuses on one set of cases (Belgium and northern France) in which the transition to total destruction
was checked (if barely) and on another (Armenia) in which "military necessity" caused Germany to
accept its ally's genocidal policies even after these became militarily counterproductive. She then turns
to the Endkampf (1918), the German General Staff's plan to achieve victory in the Great War even if
the homeland were destroyed in the process—a seemingly insane campaign that completes the logic
of this deeply institutionalized set of military routines and practices. Hull concludes by speculating on
the role of this distinctive military culture in National Socialism's military and racial policies. Absolute
Destruction has serious implications for the nature of warmaking in any modern power. At its heart is a
warning about the blindness of bureaucratic routines, especially when those bureaucracies command
the instruments of mass death.



A Farewell to Alms

Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the Industrial Revolution--and
the unprecedented economic growth that came with it--occur in eighteenth-century England, and not at
some other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole world rich--and
why did it make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark tackles
these profound questions and suggests a new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation,
geography, or resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations. Countering the prevailing
theory that the Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of stable political,
legal, and economic institutions in seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such institutions
existed long before industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions gradually led to deep
cultural changes by encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience,
and economy of effort-and adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education. The problem,
Clark says, is that only societies that have long histories of settlement and security seem to develop
the cultural characteristics and effective workforces that enable economic growth. For the many
societies that have not enjoyed long periods of stability, industrialization has not been a blessing.
Clark also dissects the notion, championed by Jared Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural
endowments such as geography account for differences in the wealth of nations. A brilliant and sobering
challenge to the idea that poor societies can be economically developed through outside intervention,
A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic history is understood.

Industrial Society and Its Future

"It is important not to confuse freedom with mere permissiveness." Theodore John Kaczynski (1942-) or
also known as the Unabomber, is an Americandomestic terrorist and anarchist who moved to a remote
cabin in 1971. The cabin lackedelectricity or running water, there he lived as a recluse while learning
how to be self-sufficient. He began his bombing campaign in 1978 after witnessing the destruction
ofthe wilderness surrounding his cabin.

Empire of Cotton

The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its centrality to the world economy, and

its making and remaking of global capitalism. Cotton is so ubiquitous as to be almost invisible, yet
understanding its history is key to understanding the origins of modern capitalism. Sven Beckert's
rich, fascinating book tells the story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European entrepreneurs
and powerful statesmen recast the world’s most significant manufacturing industry, combining imperial
expansion and slave labor with new machines and wage workers to change the world. Here is the
story of how, beginning well before the advent of machine production in the 1780s, these men captured
ancient trades and skills in Asia, and combined them with the expropriation of lands in the Americas and
the enslavement of African workers to crucially reshape the disparate realms of cotton that had existed
for millennia, and how industrial capitalism gave birth to an empire, and how this force transformed the
world. The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a fulcrum of constant global struggle between
slaves and planters, merchants and statesmen, workers and factory owners. Beckert makes clear
how these forces ushered in the world of modern capitalism, including the vast wealth and disturbing
inequalities that are with us today. The result is a book as unsettling as it is enlightening: a book that
brilliantly weaves together the story of cotton with how the present global world came to exist.

Merchants of Death

The industrial revolution was the single most important development in human history over the past
three centuries, and it continues to shape the contemporary world. With new methods and organizations
for producing goods, industrialization altered where people live, how they play, and even how they define
political issues. By exploring the ways the industrial revolution reshaped world history, this book offers
a unique look into the international factors that started the industrial revolution and its global spread
and impact. In the fourth edition, noted historian Peter N. Stearns continues his global analysis of the
industrial revolution with new discussions of industrialization outside of the West, including the study
of India, the Middle East, and China. In addition, an expanded conclusion contains an examination

of the changing contexts of industrialization. The Industrial Revolution in World History is essential for
students of world history and economics, as well as for those seeking to know more about the global
implications of what is arguably the defining socioeconomic event of modern times.



The Industrial Revolution in World History

Paul Kennedy's classic naval history, now updated with a new introduction by the author This acclaimed
book traces Britain's rise and fall as a sea power from the Tudors to the present day. Challenging

the traditional view that the British are natural 'sons of the waves', he suggests instead that the
country's fortunes as a significant maritime force have always been bound up with its economic
growth. In doing so, he contributes significantly to the centuries-long debate between ‘continental’ and
'maritime’ schools of strategy over Britain's policy in times of war. Setting British naval history within a
framework of national, international, economic, political and strategic considerations, he offers a fresh
approach to one of the central questions in British history. A new introduction extends his analysis into
the twenty-first century and reflects on current American and Chinese ambitions for naval mastery.
'Excellent and stimulating' Correlli Barnett "The first scholar to have set the sweep of British Naval
history against the background of economic history' Michael Howard, Sunday Times 'By far the best
study that has ever been done on the subject ... a sparkling and apt quotation on practically every page'
Daniel A. Baugh, International History Review 'The best single-volume study of Britain and her naval
past now available to us' Jon Sumida, Journal of Modern History

The Rise And Fall of British Naval Mastery

This book provides a new way to think about long-run economic and political development that speaks
to several fundamental debates.

From Warfare to Wealth

The startling economic and political answers behind Europe's historical dominance Between 1492 and
1914, Europeans conquered 84 percent of the globe. But why did Europe establish global dominance,
when for centuries the Chinese, Japanese, Ottomans, and South Asians were far more advanced?

In Why Did Europe Conquer the World?, Philip Hoffman demonstrates that conventional explana-
tions—such as geography, epidemic disease, and the Industrial Revolution—fail to provide answers.
Arguing instead for the pivotal role of economic and political history, Hoffman shows that if certain
variables had been different, Europe would have been eclipsed, and another power could have become
master of the world. Hoffman sheds light on the two millennia of economic, political, and historical
changes that set European states on a distinctive path of development, military rivalry, and war. This
resulted in astonishingly rapid growth in Europe's military sector, and produced an insurmountable lead
in gunpowder technology. The consequences determined which states established colonial empires
or ran the slave trade, and even which economies were the first to industrialize. Debunking traditional
arguments, Why Did Europe Conquer the World? reveals the startling reasons behind Europe'’s historic
global supremacy.

Why Did Europe Conquer the World?

Behind the passionate debate over gun control and armed crime lurk assumptions about the link
between guns and violence. Indeed, the belief that more guns in private hands means higher rates

of armed crime underlies most modern gun control legislation. But are these assumptions valid?
Investigating the complex and controversial issue of the real relationship between guns and violence,
Joyce Lee Malcolm presents an incisive, thoroughly researched historical study of England, whose
strict gun laws and low rates of violent crime are often cited as proof that gun control works. To place
the private ownership of guns in context, Malcolm offers a wide-ranging examination of English society
from the Middle Ages to the late twentieth century, analyzing changing attitudes toward crime and
punishment, the impact of war, economic shifts, and contrasting legal codes on violence. She looks
at the level of armed crime in England before its modern restrictive gun legislation, the limitations
that gun laws have imposed, and whether those measures have succeeded in reducing the rate of
armed crime. Malcolm also offers a revealing comparison of the experience in England experience
with that in the modern United States. Today Americans own some 200 million guns and have seen
eight consecutive years of declining violence, while the English--prohibited from carrying weapons and
limited in their right to self-defense have suffered a dramatic increase in rates of violent crime. This
timely and thought-provoking book takes a crucial step in illuminating the actual relationship between
guns and violence in modern society.

Guns and Violence



No Marketing Blurb

The Making of Global Capitalism

What does it mean to live in the modern world? How different is that world from those that preceded it,
and when did we become modern? In Distant Strangers, James Vernon argues that the world was
made modern not by revolution, industrialization, or the Enlightenment. Instead, he shows how in
Britain, a place long held to be the crucible of modernity, a new and distinctly modern social condition
emerged by the middle of the nineteenth century. Rapid and sustained population growth, combined
with increasing mobility of people over greater distances and concentrations of people in cities, created
a society of strangers. Vernon explores how individuals in modern societies adapted to live among
strangers by forging more abstract and anonymous economic, social, and political relations, as well as
by reanimating the local and the personal.

Distant Strangers

The forgotten story of how ordinary families managed financially in the Victorian era--and struggled
to survive despite increasing national prosperity "A powerful story of social realities, pressures, and
the fracturing of traditional structures."--Ruth Goodman, Wall Street Journal "Deeply researched and
sensitive."--Simon Heffer, Daily Telegraph, "Best History Books of 2020" Nineteenth century Britain saw
remarkable economic growth and a rise in real wages. But not everyone shared in the nation's wealth.
Unable to earn a sufficient income themselves, working-class women were reliant on the 'breadwinner
wage' of their husbands. When income failed, or was denied or squandered by errant men, families
could be plunged into desperate poverty from which there was no escape. Emma Griffin unlocks the
homes of Victorian England to examine the lives - and finances - of the people who lived there. Drawing
on over 600 working-class autobiographies, including more than 200 written by women, Bread Winner
changes our understanding of daily life in Victorian Britain.

Bread Winner

A landmark comparative history of Europe and China that examines why the Industrial Revolution
emerged in the West The Great Divergence sheds light on one of the great questions of history: Why
did sustained industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe? Historian Kenneth Pomeranz shows that
as recently as 1750, life expectancy, consumption, and product and factor markets were comparable in
Europe and East Asia. Moreover, key regions in China and Japan were no worse off ecologically than
those in Western Europe, with each region facing corresponding shortages of land-intensive products.
Pomeranz’s comparative lens reveals the two critical factors resulting in Europe's nineteenth-century
divergence—the fortunate location of coal and access to trade with the New World. As East Asia’s
economy stagnated, Europe narrowly escaped the same fate largely due to favorable resource stocks
from underground and overseas. This Princeton Classics edition includes a preface from the author
and makes a powerful historical work available to new readers.

The Great Divergence

The rise of China is no doubt one of the most important events in world economic history since the
Industrial Revolution. Mainstream economics, especially the institutional theory of economic devel-
opment based on a dichotomy of extractive vs. inclusive political institutions, is highly inadequate

in explaining China's rise. This book argues that only a radical reinterpretation of the history of the
Industrial Revolution and the rise of the West (as incorrectly portrayed by the institutional theory) can
fully explain China's growth miracle and why the determined rise of China is unstoppable despite

its current "backward" financial system and political institutions. Conversely, China's spectacular and
rapid transformation from an impoverished agrarian society to a formidable industrial superpower
sheds considerable light on the fundamental shortcomings of the institutional theory and mainstream
"blackboard" economic models, and provides more-accurate reevaluations of historical episodes such
as Africa's enduring poverty trap despite radical political and economic reforms, Latin America's lost
decades and frequent debt crises, 19th century Europe's great escape from the Malthusian trap, and
the Industrial Revolution itself. Contents: IntroductionKey Steps Taken by China to Set Off an Industrial
RevolutionShedding Light on the Nature and Cause of the Industrial RevolutionWhy is China's Rise
Unstoppable?Wha's Wrong with the Washington Consensus and the Institutional Theories?Case Study
of Yong Lian: A Poor Village's Path to Becoming a Modern Steel TownConclusion: A New Stage Theory
of Economic Development Readership: Academics, undergraduate and graduates students, journalists



and professionals interested in economic development, the history of the Industrial Revolution, and
especially China's economic transformation and industrial growth, as well as the political economy of
governance.

The Making of an Economic Superpower

The history of nations is a history of haves and have-nots, and as we approach the millennium, the
gap between rich and poor countries is widening. In this engrossing and important new work, eminent
historian David Landes explores the complex, fascinating and often startling causes of the wealth and
poverty of nations. The answers are found not only in the large forces at work in economies: geography,
religion, the broad swings of politics, but also in the small surprising details. In Europe, the invention
of spectacles doubled the working life of skilled craftsmen, and played a prominent role in the creation
of articulated machines, and in China, the failure to adopt the clock fundamentally hindered economic
development. The relief of poverty is vital to the survival of us all. As David Landes brilliantly shows,
the key to future success lies in understanding the lessons the past has to teach us - lessons uniquely
imparted in this groundbreaking and vital book which exemplifies narrative history at its best.

Wealth And Poverty Of Nations

Reproduction of the original: The Condition of the Working-Class in England in 1844 by Frederick
Engels

The Condition of the Working-Class in England in 1844

Patented in 1836, the Colt pistol with its revolving cylinder was the first practical firearm that could
shoot more than one bullet without reloading. Its most immediate impact was on the expansionism of
the American west, where white emigrants and US soldiers came to depend on it, and where Native
Americans came to dread it. In making the revolver, Colt also changed American manufacturing, and
revolutionized industry in the United States. Rasenberger brings the brazenly ambitious and profoundly
innovative industrialist and leader Samuel Colt to vivid life. During an age of promise and progress,
and also of slavery, corruption, and unbridled greed, Colt not only helped to create this America, he
completely embodied it.-- adapted from info provided

Revolver

Sample Text

The Unbound Prometheus
This book identifies the strategic changes that affected Britain from 1750-1850.

The First Industrial Revolution

An in-depth analysis of the folklore surrounding gun use and the state of the debate in today's political
climate.

Gun Violence in America

A book that revolutionised our understanding of English social history. E. P. Thompson shows how the
English working class emerged through the degradations of the industrial revolution to create a culture
and political consciousness of enormous vitality.

The Making of the English Working Class

The gripping story of how the end of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the modern world The
fall of the Roman Empire has long been considered one of the greatest disasters in history. But in this
groundbreaking book, Walter Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse was actually the best
thing that ever happened, clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and the creation of the modern
age. Ranging across the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome offers new answers to some of
the biggest questions in history: Why did the Roman Empire appear? Why did nothing like it ever return
to Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans come to dominate the world? In an absorbing narrative
that begins with ancient Rome but stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China and from Genghis
Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel shows how the demise of Rome and the enduring failure of empire-building



on European soil launched an economic transformation that changed the continent and ultimately the
world.

Escape from Rome

NATIONAL BESTSELLER A New York Times Ten Best Books of the Year Finalist for the Lionel Gelber
Prize Thoughtful and brilliant insights into the very nature of war--from the ancient Greeks to modern
times--from world-renowned historian Margaret MacMillan. War, the instinct to fight, is inherent in
human nature; peace is the aberration in history. War has shaped humanity, its institutions, its states, its
values and ideas. Our very language, our public spaces, our private memories, some of our greatest
cultural treasures reflect the glory and the misery of war. War is an uncomfortable and challenging
subject not least because it brings out the most vile and the noblest aspects of humanity. Margaret
MacMillan looks at the ways in which war has shaped human history and how, in turn, changes in
political organization, technology, or ideologies have affected how and why we fight. The book considers
such much-debated and controversial issues as when war first started; whether human nature dooms
us to fight each other; why war has been described as the most organized of all human activities and
how it has forced us to become still more organized; how warriors are made and why are they almost
always men; and how we try to control war. Drawing on lessons from a sweep of history and from all
parts of the globe, MacMillan reveals the many faces of war--the way it shapes our past, our future, our
views of the world, and our very conception of ourselves.

War: How Conflict Shaped Us

An assessment of the work of the contractors who were commissioned by the Victualling Board to
provision the fleet in this period.

Sustaining the Fleet, 1793-1815

The Sunday Times Top 10 bestseller on India's experience of British colonialism, by the internation-
ally-acclaimed author and diplomat Shashi Tharoor 'Tharoor's impassioned polemic slices straight to
the heart of the darkness that drives all empires ... laying bare the grim, and high, cost of the British
Empire for its former subjects. An essential read' Financial Times In the eighteenth century, India's
share of the world economy was as large as Europe's. By 1947, after two centuries of British rule, it had
decreased six-fold. The Empire blew rebels from cannon, massacred unarmed protesters, entrenched
institutionalised racism, and caused millions to die from starvation. British imperialism justified itself
as enlightened despotism for the benefit of the governed, but Shashi Tharoor takes demolishes this
position, demonstrating how every supposed imperial 'gift' - from the railways to the rule of law -

was designed in Britain's interests alone. He goes on to show how Britain's Industrial Revolution was
founded on India's deindustrialisation, and the destruction of its textile industry. In this bold and incisive
reassessment of colonialism, Tharoor exposes to devastating effect the inglorious reality of Britain's
stained Indian legacy.

Inglorious Empire

The first volume of The Cambridge History of Capitalism provides a comprehensive account of the
evolution of capitalism from its earliest beginnings. Starting with its distant origins in ancient Babylon,
successive chapters trace progression up to the 'Promised Land' of capitalism in America. Adopting
a wide geographical coverage and comparative perspective, the international team of authors discuss
the contributions of Greek, Roman, and Asian civilizations to the development of capitalism, as well
as the Chinese, Indian and Arab empires. They determine what features of modern capitalism were
present at each time and place, and why the various precursors of capitalism did not survive. Looking
at the eventual success of medieval Europe and the examples of city-states in northern Italy and the
Low Countries, the authors address how British mercantilism led to European imitations and American
successes, and ultimately, how capitalism became global.

The Cambridge History of Capitalism
Contains pages 53 to 76 of Chapter 3 from THE AGE OF REVOLUTION, 1789-1848

The Industrial Revolution



‘The lamps are going out all over Europe. We shall not see them lit again in our life-time.' The words of Sir
Edward Grey, looking out from the windows of the Foreign Office at the end of August 1914, are amongst
the most famous in European history, and encapsulate the impending end of the nineteenth-century
world. The man who spoke them was Britain's longest-ever serving Foreign Secretary (in a single span
of office) and one of the great figures of late Victorian and Edwardian Britain. Statesman of Europe
describes the three decades before the First World War through the prism of his biography, which

is based almost entirely on archival sources and presents a detailed account of the main domestic
and international events, and of the main personalities of the era. In particular, it presents a fresh
understanding of the approach to war in the years and months before its outbreak, and Grey's role in
the unfolding of events. Yet Grey's life was not all public affairs, momentous as those were. He disliked
being in London, much preferring country life at Fallodon, his family estate in Northumberland, and
displayed none of the ambition of his contemporaries (or successors). He attended assiduously to his
duties as director of the Great North Eastern Railway, one of the transformative enterprises in industry
and communications of the period, and wanted to spend as much time as he could fishing. Apart from
his memoirs, the only book he wrote was called The Charm of Birds. This hinterland gave quality to
his judgements, and made his character attractive to his contemporaries. This important book is the
definitive biography of one of the pivotal figures in European diplomacy, and a magnificent portrait of
an age.

The French Revolution

David Silverman argues against the notion that Indians prized flintlock muskets more for their pyrotech-
nics than for their efficiency as tools of war. Native peoples fully recognized the potential of firearms to
assist them in their struggles against colonial forces, and mostly against one another, as arms races
erupted across North America.

Statesman of Europe

The Industrial Revolution remains a defining moment in the economic history of the modern world. But
what kind and how much of a revolution was it? And what kind of ?moment? could it have been? These
are just some of the larger questions among the many that economic historians continue to debate.
Addressing the various interpretations and assumptions that have been attached to the concept of
the Industrial Revolution, Joel Mokyr and his four distinguished contributors present and defend their
views on essential aspects of the Industrial Revolution. In this revised edition, all chapters?including
Mokyr's extensive introductory survey and evaluation of research in this field?are updated to consider
arguments and findings advanced since the volume's initial 1993 publication. Like its predecessor, the
revised edition of The British Industrial Revolution is an essential book for economic historians and,
indeed, for any historian of Great Britain in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Thundersticks

A strong emotional attachment to the memory of empire runs deep in British culture. In recent years,
that memory has become a battleground in a long-drawn ideological war, inflecting debates on race,
class, gender, culture, the UK’s future and its place in the world. This provocative and passionate book
surveys the scene of the imperial memory wars in contemporary Britain, exploring how the myths that
structure our views of empire came to be, and how they inform the present. Taking in such diverse
subjects as Rory Stewart and inter-war adventure fiction, man’s facial hair and Kipling, the Alt-right
and the Red Wall, Imperial Nostalgia asks how our relationship with our national past has gone wrong,
and how it might be improved.

The British Industrial Revolution

"[A] brilliant new book . . . Humane provides a powerful intellectual history of the American way of war. It
is a bold departure from decades of historiography dominated by interventionist bromides." —Jackson
Lears, The New York Review of Books A prominent historian exposes the dark side of making war
more humane In the years since 9/11, we have entered an age of endless war. With little debate or
discussion, the United States carries out military operations around the globe. It hardly matters who’s
president or whether liberals or conservatives operate the levers of power. The United States exercises
dominion everywhere. In Humane: How the United States Abandoned Peace and Reinvented War,
Samuel Moyn asks a troubling but urgent question: What if efforts to make war more ethical—to ban
torture and limit civilian casualties—have only shored up the military enterprise and made it sturdier? To



advance this case, Moyn looks back at a century and a half of passionate arguments about the ethics
of using force. In the nineteenth century, the founders of the Red Cross struggled mightily to make war
less lethal even as they acknowledged its inevitability. Leo Tolstoy prominently opposed their efforts,
reasoning that war needed to be abolished, not reformed—and over the subsequent century, a popular
movement to abolish war flourished on both sides of the Atlantic. Eventually, however, reformers shifted
their attention from opposing the crime of war to opposing war crimes, with fateful consequences.
The ramifications of this shift became apparent in the post-9/11 era. By that time, the US military had
embraced the agenda of humane war, driven both by the availability of precision weaponry and the need
to protect its image. The battle shifted from the streets to the courtroom, where the tactics of the war
on terror were litigated but its foundational assumptions went without serious challenge. These trends
only accelerated during the Obama and Trump presidencies. Even as the two administrations spoke
of American power and morality in radically different tones, they ushered in the second decade of the
“forever” war. Humane is the story of how America went off to fight and never came back, and how armed
combat was transformed from an imperfect tool for resolving disputes into an integral component of
the modern condition. As American wars have become more humane, they have also become endless.
This provocative book argues that this development might not represent progress at all.

Imperial nostalgia

The fates of human societies.

Humane

Only a few years after Britain defeated fascism came the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya - a mass

armed rebellion by the Kikuyu people, demanding the return of their land and freedom. The draconian
response of Britain's colonial government was to detain nearly the entire Kikuyu population of 1.5
million and to portray them as sub-human savages. Detainees in their thousands - possibly a hundred
thousand or more - died from exhaustion, disease, starvation and systemic physical brutality. For
decades these events remained untold. Caroline Elkins conducted years of research to piece together
this story, unearthing reams of documents and interviewing several hundred Kikuyu survivors. Britain's
Gulag reveals, for the first time, the full savagery of the Mau Mau war and the ruthless determination
with which Britain sought to control its empire.

Guns, Germs, and Steel

Britain's Gulag
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