
soccer global impact, football world theory, unlikely sports explanation, cultural influence soccer, globalization through 
football

How Soccer Explains The World An Unlikely Theory Of
#soccer global impact #football world theory #unlikely sports explanation #cultural influence soccer #globalization 
through football 

This fascinating theory explores how soccer, the world's most popular sport, serves as a lens to 
understand complex global dynamics. It offers an unlikely yet compelling narrative about the sport's 
deep cultural, economic, and political impact, revealing how football explains the intricate fabric of 
societies and international relations.
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How Soccer Explains the World

“An eccentric, fascinating exposé of a world most of us know nothing about. . . . Bristles with anecdotes 
that are almost impossible to believe.” —New York Times Book Review “Terrific. . . . A travelogue full of 
important insights into both cultural change and persistence. . . . Foer’s soccer odyssey lends weight to 
the argument that a humane world order is possible.” — Washington Post Book World A groundbreaking 
work—named one of the five most influential sports books of the decade by Sports Illustrated—How 
Soccer Explains the World is a unique and brilliantly illuminating look at soccer, the world’s most popular 
sport, as a lens through which to view the pressing issues of our age, from the clash of civilizations to 
the global economy. From Brazil to Bosnia, and Italy to Iran, this is an eye-opening chronicle of how a 
beautiful sport and its fanatical followers can highlight the fault lines of a society, whether it’s terrorism, 
poverty, anti-Semitism, or radical Islam—issues that now have an impact on all of us. Filled with blazing 
intelligence, colorful characters, wry humor, and an equal passion for soccer and humanity, How Soccer 
Explains the World is an utterly original book that makes sense of our troubled times.
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intelligence, colorful characters, wry humor, and an equal passion for soccer and humanity, How Soccer 
Explains the World is an utterly original book that makes sense of our troubled times.

How Football Explains the World

"Soccer is a perfect window into the crosscurrents of today's world ... Franklin Foer takes us on a tour 
through the world of soccer, shattering the myths of our new global age along the way"--Jacket.

How Soccer Explains the World

Soccer is much more than a game, or even a way of life. It's a perfect window into the crosscurrents of 
today's world, with all its joys and sorrows. In this remarkably insightful, wide-ranging work of reportage, 
Franklin Foer takes us on a surprising tour through the world of soccer, shining a spotlight on the clash 
of civilizations, the international economy, and just about everything in between. How Soccer Explains 
the World is an utterly original book that makes sense of our troubled times.

Globalization in Foer's How Soccer Explains the World

Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,3, University 
of Maryland University College in Heidelberg, course: Non-Fiction, language: English, abstract: Most 
Americans would agree that watching football on the weekends and rooting for their favorite team is 
an integral part of Americanism. Therefore, it is not surprising that popular sports writing in the United 
States usually covers American football or baseball as stated in Don DeLillo’s famous prologue “The 
Triumph of Death” to his novel Underworld. Franklin Foer breaks this tradition by introducing soccer 
to an American audience. Foer’s book has been quite successful, as ESPN ranks it among the top 
four books written on the culture of soccer (Caple 1). Foer does not only discuss sports, but he also 
journeys from stadium to stadium around the globe to provide new insight on today’s world events. He 
uses the globalized medium of soccer to explain political, economic and social occurrences. In this 
essay, I will look at chapters seven and nine in which Foer’s argumentation is political. Therefore, this 
can be considered both sports, as well as political writing. How Soccer Explains the World is organized 
into ten chapters, which can be read as three different parts with regard to content. “The first third of 
the book explores globalization’s failure to erode the game’s great rivalries and the hatreds they can 
produce” (Young 1). Foer then elaborates on the role of soccer in politics and economics when he 
explains the rise of the oligarchs and the corruption that was included in this process. In the last part 
of the book, the role soccer plays in preserving nationalism and for returning to the idea of tribalism is 
looked at in-depth.

Soccer Empire

"Laurent Dubois mines the history of French soccer for fascinating theories and riveting stories. His 
understanding of the relationship between the game and politics is subtle, leading readers deep into 
important discussions about race and national identity. For those of us who admired the poetics of Les 
Bleus this is essential reading."—Franklin Foer, author of How Soccer Explains the World "Laurent 
Dubois is historian, fan and graceful writer all in one. In soccer, he has found an innovative way 
to explore France and its empire. A serious book and an excellent read."—Simon Kuper, author of 
Soccernomics "Beautifully lyrical and authoritative. We meet a host of players, colonized and colonizer, 
following them from their original playing fields—a vast lawn, a concrete lot—to their triumphs in national 
and international play." —Alice Kaplan, author of The Interpreter "This book is a brilliant, beautifully 
written, and unique history of French colonialism and post-coloniality through the lens of football/soccer. 
Dubois weaves an eminently readable and engaging narrative that tracks tensions around race and 
national identity through the biographies of key football players and officials who became iconic of the 
aspirations of peripheral subjects of the French empire. More than a simple history of French football, 
the book amounts to a description of France's imperial project and an incisive reflection on the race 
question in contemporary France. It will please both fans of the 'beautiful game' and those inclined 
to dismiss sports as but the opium of the masses."—Paul Silverstein, author of Algeria in France: 
Transpolitics, Race and Nation

Soccer Vs. the State

From its working-class roots to commercialisation and resistance to it - this is football history for the po-
litically conscious fan. Football is a multi-billion pound industry. Professionalism and commercialisation 



dominate its global image. Yet the game retains a rebellious side, maybe more so than any other sport 
co-opted by money-makers and corrupt politicians. Soccer vs. The State traces its amazing history.

African Soccerscapes

From Accra and Algiers to Zanzibar and Zululand, Africans have wrested control of soccer from the 
hands of Europeans, and through the rise of different playing styles, the rituals of spectatorship, 
and the presence of magicians and healers, have turned soccer into a distinctively African activity. 
African Soccerscapes explores how Africans adopted soccer for their own reasons and on their 
own terms. Soccer was a rare form of “national culture” in postcolonial Africa, where stadiums and 
clubhouses became arenas in which Africans challenged colonial power and expressed a commitment 
to racial equality and self-determination. New nations staged matches as part of their independence 
celexadbrations and joined the world body, FIFA. The Confédération africaine de football democratized 
the global game through antiapartheid sanctions and increased the number of African teams in the 
World Cup finals. In this compact, highly readable book Alegi shows that the result of this success 
has been the departure of huge numbers of players to overseas clubs and the growing influence of 
private commercial interests on the African game. But the growth of women’s soccer and South Africa’s 
hosting of the 2010 World Cup also challenge the one-dimensional notion of Africa as a backward, 
“tribal” continent populated by victims of war, corruption, famine, and disease.

Seeing Red

The most high-profile referee this country has ever seen, the controversial and opinionated Graham 
Poll exposes the myth that referees are the game’s silent men, and opens the lid on the shocking and 
often unbelievable world of football that few outsiders get to see.

Jewish Jocks

A collection of essays by today's preeminent writers on significant Jewish figures in sports, told 
with humor, heart, and an eye toward the ever elusive question of Jewish identity. Jewish Jocks: An 
Unorthodox Hall of Fame is a timeless collection of biographical musings, sociological riffs about 
assimilation, first-person reflections, and, above all, great writing on some of the most influential and 
unexpected pioneers in the world of sports. Featuring work by today's preeminent writers, these essays 
explore significant Jewish athletes, coaches, broadcasters, trainers, and even team owners (in the 
finite universe of Jewish Jocks, they count!). Contributors include some of today's most celebrated 
writers covering a vast assortment of topics, including David Remnick on the biggest mouth in sports, 
Howard Cosell; Jonathan Safran Foer on the prodigious and pugnacious Bobby Fischer; Man Booker 
Prize-winner Howard Jacobson writing elegantly on Marty Reisman, America's greatest ping-pong 
player and the sport's ultimate showman. Deborah Lipstadt examines the continuing legacy of the 
Munich Massacre, the fortieth anniversary of which coincided with the 2012 London Olympics. Jane 
Leavy reveals why Sandy Koufax agreed to attend her daughter's bat mitzvah. And we learn how Don 
Lerman single-handedly thrust competitive eating into the public eye with three pounds of butter and 
120 jalapeño peppers. These essays are supplemented by a cover design and illustrations throughout 
by Mark Ulriksen. From settlement houses to stadiums and everywhere in between, Jewish Jock 
features men and women who do not always fit the standard athletic mold. Rather, they utilized talents 
long prized by a people of the book (and a people of commerce) to game these games to their 
advantage, in turn forcing the rest of the world to either copy their methods -- or be left in their dust.

How Soccer Explains the World

This wide-ranging work of reportage is a unique and brilliantly illuminating look at the world's most 
popular sport as a new metaphor for the pressing issues of our age, from the clash of civilizations to 
the global economy.

Insurrections of the Mind

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of The New Republic, an extraordinary anthology of essays 
culled from the archives of the acclaimed and influential magazine Founded by Herbert Croly and 
Walter Lippmann in 1914 to give voice to the growing progressive movement, The New Republic has 
charted and shaped the state of American liberalism, publishing many of the twentieth century’s most 
important thinkers. Insurrections of the Mind is an intellectual biography of this great American political 



tradition. In seventy essays, organized chronologically by decade, a stunning collection of writers 
explore the pivotal issues of modern America. Weighing in on the New Deal; America’s role in war; 
the rise and fall of communism; religion, race, and civil rights; the economy, terrorism, technology; 
and the women’s movement and gay rights, the essays in this outstanding volume speak to The New 
Republic’s breathtaking ambition and reach. Introducing each article, editor Franklin Foer provides 
colorful biographical sketches and amusing anecdotes from the magazine’s history. Bold and brilliant, 
Insurrections of the Mind is a celebration of a cultural, political, and intellectual institution that has 
stood the test of time. Contributors include: Virginia Woolf, Vladimir Nabokov, George Orwell, Graham 
Greene, Philip Roth, Pauline Kael, Michael Lewis, Zadie Smith, William Faulkner, Ralph Ellison, James 
Wolcott, D. H. Lawrence, John Maynard Keynes, Langston Hughes, John Updike, and Margaret Talbot.

The Club

Two veteran sports writers and editors take readers inside the history of the most-watched sports 
league on earth -- England's Premier League.

Soccer Vs. the State

From its working-class roots to commercialisation and resistance to it - this is football history for the po-
litically conscious fan. Football is a multi-billion pound industry. Professionalism and commercialisation 
dominate its global image. Yet the game retains a rebellious side, maybe more so than any other sport 
co-opted by money-makers and corrupt politicians. Soccer vs. The State traces its amazing history.

Fever Pitch

*WINNER OF THE WILLIAM HILL SPORTS BOOK OF THE YEAR* Fever Pitch is Nick Hornby's 
million-copy-selling, award-winnning football classic 'A spanking 7-0 away win of a football book. . . 
inventive, honest, funny, heroic, charming' Independent For many people watching football is mere 
entertainment, to some it's more like a ritual; but to others, its highs and lows provide a narrative to 
life itself. But, for Nick Hornby, his devotion to the game has provided one of few constants in a life 
where the meaningful things - like growing up, leaving home and forming relationships, both parental 
and romantic - have rarely been as simple or as uncomplicated as his love for Arsenal. Brimming 
with wit and honesty, Fever Pitch, catches perfectly what it really means to be a football fan - and in 
doing so, what it means to be a man. 'Hornby has put his finger on truths that have been unspoken for 
generations' Irish Times 'Funny, wise and true' Roddy Doyle

Myths and Facts about Football

This book presents accounts of economic and psychological analyses of association football (or “soc-
cer” as it is popularly known in the USA). As football is widely accepted to be the world’s most popular 
sport, the case for scientific investigation of its characteristics is self-evident. As the contributions to 
this book demonstrate, the game of football offers an ideal opportunity to empirically investigate a wide 
range of broad issues, for example: behavioural decision-making; judgmental forecasting; motivation; 
game-theoretic models of strategic choice; competition and labour markets. Are teams more likely to 
concede a goal after having just scored? Does the team going first in a penalty shoot-out have an 
advantage? Should goal-keepers dive or stay put for penalty kicks? Do referees make decisions con-
sistently? Why do fans like their teams? What factors influence the career of footballers? How well can 
experts predict football matches? How accurate are prediction markets? How does the stock-market 
react to match outcomes? These questions and others are addressed in this book. A particular focus is 
the investigation of popular conceptions—and misconceptions—about football. Of interest to psycholo-
gists, behavioural economists and football enthusiasts with an analytic approach to understanding the 
game, this book brings together contributions from a range of academic disciplines and will stimulate 
further research into football and the intriguing insights into behaviour it offers. See feature article 
in The Independent, October 8th, 2008: http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/news-and-com-
ment/fact-or-fiction-form-in-football-954440.html Listen to interview with Patric Andersson on Swedish 
National Radio http://www.sr.se/cgi-bin/P1/program/index.asp?ProgramID=1302 Read Chris Charles’s 
blog on BBC website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/chrischarles/2008/10/lies_damned_lies_and_static-
tic.html

Beautiful Game Theory



The first book to use the world's most popular sport to test economic theories and document novel 
human behavior A wealth of research in recent decades has seen the economic approach to human 
behavior extended over many areas previously considered to belong to sociology, political science, 
law, and other fields. Research has also shown that economics can provide insight into many aspects 
of sports, including soccer. Beautiful Game Theory is the first book that uses soccer to test economic 
theories and document novel human behavior. In this brilliant and entertaining book, Ignacio Pala-
cios-Huerta illuminates economics through the world's most popular sport. He offers unique and often 
startling insights into game theory and microeconomics, covering topics such as mixed strategies, 
discrimination, incentives, and human preferences. He also looks at finance, experimental economics, 
behavioral economics, and neuroeconomics. Soccer provides rich data sets and environments that 
shed light on universal economic principles in interesting and useful ways. Essential reading for 
students, researchers, and sports enthusiasts, Beautiful Game Theory is the first book to show what 
soccer can do for economics.

The Game of Our Lives

WINNER of the William Hill Sports Book of the Year Award 2015 In the last two decades football in 
Britain has made the transition from a peripheral dying sport to the very centre of our popular culture, 
from an economic basket-case to a booming entertainment industry. What does it mean when football 
becomes so central to our private and political lives? Has it enriched us or impoverished us? In this 
sparkling book David Goldblatt argues that no social phenomenon tracks the momentous economic, 
social and political changes of the post-Thatcherite era in a more illuminating manner than football, 
and no cultural practice sheds more light on the aspirations and attitudes of our long boom and now 
calamitous bust. A must-read for the thinking football fan, The Game of Our Lives will appeal to readers 
of Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby and Inverting the Pyramid by Jonathan Wilson. It will also be relished 
by readers of British social history such as Austerity Britain by David Kynaston. 'Brilliantly incisive. 
Goldblatt is not merely the best football historian writing today, he is possibly the best there has ever 
been. Goldblatt's book could hardly be more impressive' Sunday Times

Red Card

The definitive, shocking account of the FIFA scandal—the biggest corruption case of recent years—in-
volving dozens of countries and implicating nearly every aspect of the world’s most popular sport, 
soccer, including the World Cup is “an engrossing and jaw-dropping tale of international intrigue…A 
riveting book” (The New York Times). The FIFA case began small, boosted by an IRS agent’s review 
of an American soccer official’s tax returns. But that humble investigation eventually led to a huge 
worldwide corruption scandal that crossed continents and reached the highest levels of the soccer’s 
world governing body in Switzerland. “The meeting of American investigative reporting and real-life 
cop show” (The Financial Times), Ken Bensinger’s Red Card explores the case, and the personalities 
behind it, in vivid detail. There’s Chuck Blazer, a high-living soccer dad who ascended to the highest 
ranks of the sport while creaming millions from its coffers; Jack Warner, a Trinidadian soccer official 
whose lust for power was matched only by his boundless greed; and the sport’s most powerful man, 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter, who held on to his position at any cost even as soccer rotted from the inside 
out. Remarkably, this corruption existed for decades before American law enforcement officials began 
to secretly dig, finally revealing that nearly every aspect of the planet’s favorite sport was corrupted by 
bribes, kickbacks, fraud, and money laundering. Not even the World Cup, the most-watched sporting 
event in history, was safe from the thick web of corruption, as powerful FIFA officials extracted their 
bribes at every turn. “A gripping white-collar crime thriller that, in its scope and human drama, ranks 
with some of the best investigative business books of the past thirty years” (The Wall Street Journal), 
Red Card goes beyond the headlines to bring the real story to light.

The Language of the Game

Just in time for the 2018 World Cup, a lively and lyrical guide to appreciating the drama of soccer Soccer 
is not only the world's most popular sport; it's also one of the most widely shared forms of global culture. 
The Language of the Game is a passionate and engaging introduction to soccer's history, tactics, 
and human drama. Profiling soccer's full cast of characters--goalies and position players, referees 
and managers, commentators and fans--historian and soccer scholar Laurent Dubois describes how 
the game's low scores, relentless motion, and spectacular individual performances combine to turn 
each match into a unique and unpredictable story. He also shows how soccer's global reach makes 



it an unparalleled theater for nationalism, international conflict, and human interconnectedness. Filled 
with perceptive insights and stories both legendary and little known, The Language of the Game is a 
rewarding read for anyone seeking to understand soccer better.

The Miracle of Castel di Sangro

Master storyteller Joe McGinniss travels to Italy to cover the unlikely success of a ragtag minor league 
soccer team--and delivers a brilliant and utterly unforgettable story of life in an off-the-beaten-track 
Italian village. When Joe McGinniss sets out for the remote Italian village of Castel di Sangro one 
summer, he merely intends to spend a season with the village's soccer team, which only weeks 
before had, miraculously, reached the second-highest-ranking professional league in the land. But 
soon he finds himself embroiled with an absurd yet irresistible cast of characters, including the team's 
owner, described by the New York Times as "straight out of a Mario Puzo novel," and coach Osvaldo 
Jaconi, whose only English word is the one he uses to describe himself: "bulldozer." As the riotous, 
edge-of-your-seat season unfolds, McGinniss develops a deepening bond with the team, their village 
and its people, and their country. Traveling with the miracle team, from the isolated mountain region 
where Castel di Sangro is located to gritty towns as well as grand cities, McGinniss introduces us to 
an Italy that no tourist guidebook has ever described, and comes away with a "sad, funny, desolating, 
and inspiring story--everything, in fact, a story should be" (Los Angeles Times).

The Weirdest People in the World

'A landmark in social thought. Henrich may go down as the most influential social scientist of the 
first half of the twenty-first century' MATTHEW SYED Do you identify yourself by your profession or 
achievements, rather than your family network? Do you cultivate your unique attributes and goals? If 
so, perhaps you are WEIRD: raised in a society that is Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich and 
Democratic. Unlike most who have ever lived, WEIRD people are highly individualistic, nonconformist, 
analytical and control-oriented. How did WEIRD populations become so psychologically peculiar? 
What part did these differences play in our history, and what do they mean for our collective identity? 
Joseph Henrich, who developed the game-changing concept of WEIRD, uses leading-edge research 
in anthropology, psychology, economics and evolutionary biology to explore how changing family 
structures, marriage practices and religious beliefs in the Middle Ages shaped the Western mind, 
laying the foundations for the world we know today. Brilliant, provocative, engaging and surprising, this 
landmark study will revolutionize your understanding of who - and how - we are now. 'Phenomenal ... 
The only theory I am aware of that attempts to explain broad patterns of human psychology on a global 
scale' Washington Post 'You will never look again in the same way at your own seemingly universal 
values' Uta Frith, Professor of Cognitive Development, University College London

A Brief History of Soccer

What do the Kennedys have to do with Manchester City winning the Premier League? Who is the 
greatest soccer player of all time? And what can Kanye West teach us about tactics? Paul French, 
the author of Soccer Superpowers, guides you through a crash course in the history of the beautiful 
game. The book is designed to take only as long to read as it does to watch a game of soccer. In 
just over 90 minutes, you can whizz through this kaleidoscopic highlights package and upgrade your 
soccer knowledge from standard to high definition. In A Brief History of Soccer, you'll come to know 
more about the game than 98% of your friends. And 99% of all Englishmen. Pick up your copy today!

Soccernomics

The 2018 World Cup edition of the international bestseller and "the most intelligent book ever written 
about soccer" (San Francisco Chronicle) is updated throughout and features new chapters on the FIFA 
scandal, why Iceland wins, and women's soccer. Named one of the Best Books of the Year by the 
Guardian, Slate, Financial Times, Independent (UK), and Bloomberg News Written with an economist's 
brain and a soccer writer's skill, Soccernomics applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday soccer 
topics, looking at data and revealing counterintuitive truths about the world's most beloved game. It all 
adds up to a revolutionary new approach that has helped change the way the game is played. This 
World Cup edition features ample new material, including fresh insights into FIFA's corruption, the 
surge in domestic violence during World Cups, and Western Europe's unprecedented dominance of 
global soccer.



From Football to Soccer

Rediscovering soccer's long history in the U.S. Across North America, native peoples and colonists 
alike played a variety of kicking games long before soccer's emergence in the late 1800s. Brian D. Bunk 
examines the development and social impact of these sports through the rise of professional soccer 
after World War I. As he shows, the various games called football gave women an outlet as athletes and 
encouraged men to form social bonds based on educational experience, occupation, ethnic identity, or 
military service. Football also followed young people to college as higher education expanded in the 
nineteenth century. University play, along with the arrival of immigrants from the British Isles, helped 
spark the creation of organized soccer in the United States—and the beautiful game's transformation 
into a truly international sport. A multilayered look at one game’s place in American life, From Football 
to Soccer refutes the notion of the U.S. as a land outside of football history.

Soccernomics (2022 World Cup Edition)

Written with an economist's brain and a soccer writer's skill, Soccernomics applies high-powered 
analytical tools to everyday soccer topics Soccernomics is a revolutionary new way of looking at soccer 
that has helped to change the way the sport is played. This World Cup edition features ample new 
material, including a chapter on women’s soccer that makes a case for reparations, an analysis of the 
pandemic’s impact on soccer finances, and insights into the failed plan to create a European Super 
League. Soccernomics remains essential reading for anyone in search of a more strategic, systematic 
perspective on the game, answering the questions that most consume soccer fans.

The Lords of Easy Money

"The New York Times bestselling business journalist Christopher Leonard infiltrates one of America's 
most mysterious institutions--the Federal Reserve--to show how its policies over the past ten years 
have accelerated income inequality and put our country's economic stability at risk"--

The Ball is Round

The definitive book about soccer, from the author of The Games: A Global History of the Olympics. 
There may be no cultural practice more global than soccer. Rites of birth and marriage are infinitely 
diverse, but the rules of soccer are universal. No world religion can match its geographical scope. The 
single greatest simultaneous human collective experience is the World Cup final. In this extraordinary 
tour de force, David Goldblatt tells the full story of soccer's rise from chaotic folk ritual to the world's 
most popular sport-now poised to fully establish itself in the USA. Already celebrated internationally, 
The Ball Is Round illuminates soccer's role in the political and social histories of modern societies, but 
never loses sight of the beauty, joy, and excitement of the game itself.

The Age of Football

A monumental exploration of soccer and society in our time—by its preeminent historian. The Age of 
Football proves that whether you call it football or soccer, you can’t make sense of the modern world 
without understanding its most popular sport. With breathtaking scope and an unparalleled knowledge 
of the game, David Goldblatt—author of the best-selling The Ball Is Round—charts soccer’s global 
cultural ascent, economic transformation, and deep politicization.



Association Football

This book contains a detailed guide to the history, tactics, positions, and the contemporary state of 
football written by one of its earliest celebrities, John Cameron. Contents include: “Full-Back Play”, “The 
Middle Lineard Play”, “Training”, “Hints to Juniors”, “Captaincy”, “Refereeing”, “Football as a Profession”, 
“Continental Football”, “Football Reform”, “Present Day Football”, “Famous Cup-Ties”, and “Laws of 
the Game”. A classic guide to football not to be missed by collectors of vintage literature related to 
the subject. John Cameron (1872–1935) was a Scottish footballer and manager. He was a forward for 
Everton, Scotland and Queen's Park, as well as player-manager at Tottenham Hotspur who led them 
to victory in the 1901 FA Cup. He was appointed first secretary of the Association Footballers' Union in 
1896 and was interned in a civilian detention camp in Germany during WWI after coaching Dresdner 
SC. When the war finished, he started a career as a football journalist, author and publisher. Macha 
Press is publishing this classic work now in a new edition complete with the original text and artwork 
for a new generation of football lovers.

Brilliant Orange

The Netherlands has been one of the world's most distinctive and sophisticated football cultures. 
From the birth of Total Football in the sixties, through two decades of World Cup near misses to 
the exiles who remade clubs like AC Milan, Barcelona, Arsenal and Chelsea in their own image, the 
Dutch have often been dazzlingly original and influential. The elements of their style (exquisite skills, 
adventurous attacking tactics, a unique blend of individual creativity and teamwork, weird patterns of 
self-destruction) reflect and embody the country's culture and history. This book lays bare the elegant, 
fractured soul of the Dutch Masters and the culture that spawned them by exploring and analysing its 
key ideas, institutions, personalities and history in the context of wider Dutch society.

Among The Thugs

___________________________ THE BESTSELLING ACCOUNT OF FOOTBALL VIOLENCE Wel-
come to the world of football thuggery. They have names like Bonehead, Paraffin Pete and Steamin’ 
Sammy. They like lager, football, the Queen, and themselves. They love England. They dislike the rest 
of the known universe. The beautiful game remains ugly. From following Manchster's Red Army to 
drinking with skinheads, acclaimed writer Bill Buford enters this alternate society and records both its 
savageries and its sinister allure with the social imagination of George Orwell and the raw personal 
engagement of Hunter S. Thompson. Among the Thugs is a terrifying, malevolently funny, supremely 
chilling book about the experience, and the eerie allure, of crowd violence and football culture.

How Change Happens

"DLP, Developmental Leadership Program; Australian Aid; Oxfam."

Under the Lights and In the Dark

Under the Lights and in the Dark: Untold Stories of Women's Soccer takes an unprecedented look inside 
the lives of professional football players around the world – from precarious positions in underfunded 
teams and leagues, to sold-out stadiums and bright lights. Award-winning filmmaker and journalist 
Gwendolyn Oxenham tells the stories of the phenoms, underdogs, and nobodies – players willing to 
follow the game wherever it takes them. Under the Lights and in the Dark takes us inside the world 
of women's soccer, following players across the globe, from Portland Thorns star Allie Long, who 
trains in an underground men's league in New York City; to English national Fara Williams, who hid 
her homelessness from her teammates while playing for the English national team. Oxenham takes 
us to Voronezh, Russia, where players battle more than just snowy pitches in pursuing their dream of 
playing pro, and to a refugee camp in Denmark, where Nadia Nadim, now a Danish international star, 
honed her skills after her family fled from the Taliban. Whether you're a newcomer to the sport or a 
die-hard fan, this is an inspiring book about stars' beginnings and adventures, struggles and hardship, 
and, above all, the time-honored romance of the game.

Team Building

All the facets of the team building process, including team tactics and psychology, are included down 
to the minutest detail. Also included is how youth talent, per age group category, should be developed. 



And finally, how to set up training sessions to achieve the best results. All the chapters are interspersed 
with examples from Rinus Michels' personal experiences as a trainer. At the same time he gives a 
reference framework for everyone who is, on a daily basis, involved with the team building process: 
from youth and professional coaches to managers in the business world. Because of these unique 
examples, most of which were never published, this will be a fascinating book for anyone involved in a 
team building process.

Range

'Fascinating . . . If you’re a generalist who has ever felt overshadowed by your specialist colleagues, 
this book is for you' – Bill Gates The instant Sunday Times Top Ten and New York Times bestseller 
Shortlisted for the Financial Times/McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award A Financial Times 
Essential Reads A powerful argument for how to succeed in any field: develop broad interests and 
skills while everyone around you is rushing to specialize. From the ‘10,000 hours rule’ to the power of 
Tiger parenting, we have been taught that success in any field requires early specialization and many 
hours of deliberate practice. And, worse, that if you dabble or delay, you'll never catch up with those who 
got a head start. This is completely wrong. In this landmark book, David Epstein shows you that the 
way to succeed is by sampling widely, gaining a breadth of experiences, taking detours, experimenting 
relentlessly, juggling many interests – in other words, by developing range. Studying the world's most 
successful athletes, artists, musicians, inventors and scientists, Epstein demonstrates why in most 
fields – especially those that are complex and unpredictable – generalists, not specialists are primed 
to excel. No matter what you do, where you are in life, whether you are a teacher, student, scientist, 
business analyst, parent, job hunter, retiree, you will see the world differently after you've read Range. 
You'll understand better how we solve problems, how we learn and how we succeed. You'll see why 
failing a test is the best way to learn and why frequent quitters end up with the most fulfilling careers. 
As experts silo themselves further while computers master more of the skills once reserved for highly 
focused humans, Range shows how people who think broadly and embrace diverse experiences and 
perspectives will increasingly thrive and why spreading your knowledge across multiple domains is the 
key to your success, and how to achieve it. 'I loved Range' – Malcolm Gladwell 'Urgent and important. . . 
an essential read for bosses, parents, coaches, and anyone who cares about improving performance.' – 
Daniel H. Pink 'So much crucial and revelatory information about performance, success, and education.' 
– Susan Cain, bestselling author of Quiet

Red Card

Twins Paul and Andy play on the same soccer team. Paul prefers to outsmart his opponents with 
strategy, while Andy is a much more physical player. Their sibling rivalry occasionally gets out of hand. 
Will it lead to some unintended consequences on the soccer field? Exciting sports, intense competition, 
inspiring stories . . . Game On! is a sports fiction series that presents true-to-life stories of young athletes 
who must overcome obstacles on and off the field. The characters aren’t always the best athletes, but 
they aren’t always underdogs either. As these athletes work through intense personal struggles, how 
will their faith change them—and impact others?

Chaucer

Geoffrey Chaucer enjoyed an eventful life, serving with the Duke of Clarence and with Edward III. 
Through his wife, Philippa, he gained the patronage of John of Gaunt, which helped him carve out a 
career at Court. His official posts included Controller of Customs at the Port of London, Knight of the 
Shire for Kent, and King’s Forester. He went on numerous adventurous diplomatic missions to France 
and Italy, and in 1359 was taken prisoner in France and ransomed. He began to write in the 1360s, 
and his masterpiece,The Canterbury Tales, dominated the last part of his life. He died in 1400. Peter 
Ackroyd’s short biography, rich in drama and colour, evokes the medieval world of London and Kent, 
and provides an entertaining introduction to Chaucer’s poetry. From the Hardcover edition.

Why England Lose

FOOTBALL (SOCCER, ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL). Written with an economist's brain and a football 
writer's skill, this book applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday football topics. Why England 
Lose isn't in the first place about money. It's about looking at data in new ways. It's about revealing 
counterintuitive truths about football. It explains all manner of things about the game which newspapers 



just can't see. It all adds up to a new way of looking at football, beyond cliches about "The Magic of the 
FA Cup\

Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game

"This delightfully written, lesson-laden book deserves a place of its own in the Baseball Hall of Fame." 
—Forbes Moneyball is a quest for the secret of success in baseball. In a narrative full of fabulous 
characters and brilliant excursions into the unexpected, Michael Lewis follows the low-budget Oakland 
A's, visionary general manager Billy Beane, and the strange brotherhood of amateur baseball theorists. 
They are all in search of new baseball knowledge—insights that will give the little guy who is willing to 
discard old wisdom the edge over big money.
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