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Explore "The Works of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 1," a foundational collection presenting the influential 
writings of the renowned philosopher. This volume delves into Bentham's core theories, offering insights 
into his contributions to utilitarianism, legal reform, and political philosophy from the late 18th century. 
It is an essential resource for understanding his enduring legacy.

Our curated articles bring expert insights across a wide range of academic and profes-
sional topics.

Thank you for stopping by our website.
We are glad to provide the document Bentham Writings Vol 1 you are looking for.
Free access is available to make it convenient for you.

Each document we share is authentic and reliable.
You can use it without hesitation as we verify all content.
Transparency is one of our main commitments.

Make our website your go-to source for references.
We will continue to bring you more valuable materials.
Thank you for placing your trust in us.

This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
internet.
You are fortunate to have found it here.
We provide you with the full version of Bentham Writings Vol 1 completely free of charge.

The Works of Jeremy Bentham

This Elibron Classics title is a reprint of the original edition published by William Tait; Simpkin, Marshall, 
& Co. in Edinburgh; London, 1859.

The works of Jeremy Bentham

The first five volumes of the Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham contain over 1,300 letters written both 
to and from Bentham over a 50-year period, beginning in 1752 (aged three) with his earliest surviving 
letter to his grandmother, and ending in 1797 with correspondence concerning his attempts to set up a 
national scheme for the provision of poor relief. Against the background of the debates on the American 
Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789, to which he made significant contributions, 
Bentham worked first on producing a complete penal code, which involved him in detailed explorations 
of fundamental legal ideas, and then on his panopticon prison scheme. Despite developing a host of 
original and ground-breaking ideas, contained in a mass of manuscripts, he published little during these 
years, and remained, at the close of this period, a relatively obscure individual. Nevertheless, these 
volumes reveal how the foundations were laid for the remarkable rise of Benthamite utilitarianism in the 
early nineteenth century. Bentham’s early life is marked by his extraordinary precociousness, but also 
family tragedy: by the age of 10 he had lost five infant siblings and his mother. The letters in this volume 
document his difficult relationship with his father and his increasing attachment to his surviving younger 
brother Samuel, his education, his interest in chemistry and botany, and his committing himself to a life 
of philosophy and legal reform.

The Works of Jeremy Bentham

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
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possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 1

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

The Works of Jeremy Bentham; Volume 1

The new critical edition of the works and correspondence of Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) is being 
prepared and published under the supervision of the Bentham Committee of University College London. 
In spite of his importance as jurist, philosopher, and social scientist, and leader of the Utilitarian 
reformers, the only previous edition of his works was a poorly edited and incomplete one brought out 
within a decade or so of his death. Eight volumes of the new Collected Works, five of correspondence, 
and three of writings on jurisprudence, appeared between 1968 and 1981, published by the Athlone 
Press. Further volumes in the series since then are published by Oxford University Press. The overall 
plan and principles of the edition are set out in the General Preface to The Correspondence of Jeremy 
Bentham, vol. 1, which was the first volume of the Collected Works to be published. An Introduction 
to the Principles of Morals and Legislation, Jeremy Bentham's best-known work, is a classic text in 
modern philosophy and jurisprudence. First published in 1789, it contains the important statement of 
the foundations of utilitarian philosophy and a pioneering study of crime and punishment, both of which 
remain at the heart of contemporary debates in moral and political philosophy, economics, and legal 
theory. Printed here in full is the definitive edition, edited by the distinguished scholars J. H. Burns and 
H. L. A. Hart. An introductory essay by Hart, first published in 1982 and a widely acknowledged classic 
in its own right, is reprinted here. It contains an important analysis of Bentham's principle of utility, 
theory of action, and an account of the relationship between law and morality. A new introduction by 
the leading Bentham scholar F. Rosen, specially written for this Clarendon Paperback edition, provides 
students with a helpful survey of Bentham's main ideas and an extensive bibliographical study of recent 
critical work on Bentham. Professor Rosen's essay also contains a new analysis of the principle of utility 
in Bentham's philosophy which is compared with its use in Hume and J. S. Mill.

The Works of Jeremy Bentham

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Works of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 1 - Primary Source Edition

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

The Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham: An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Works of Jeremy Bentham, Now First Collected

Discusses morals' functions and natures that affect the legislation in general. Bases the discussions 
on pain and pleasure as basic principle of law embodiment. Mentions of the circumstance influencing 
sensibility, general human actions, intentionality, conciousness, motives, human dispositions, conse-
quencess of mischievous act, case of punishment, and offences' division.

Works of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 1, Part 2

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Works of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 1, Part 2 - Primary Source Edition

A landmark of moral philosophy and an ideal introduction to ethics, this famous work balances the 
claims of individuals and society, declaring that actions should produce the greatest happiness overall.

The Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham Volume 1

Principles of Penal Law - Jeremy Bentham - Jeremy Bentham (15 February 1748 - 6 June 1832) was an 
English philosopher, jurist, and social reformer. He is regarded as the founder of modern utilitarianism. 
Bentham defined as the "fundamental axiom" of his philosophy the principle that "it is the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number that is the measure of right and wrong." He became a leading theorist 
in Anglo-American philosophy of law, and a political radical whose ideas influenced the development of 
welfarism. He advocated individual and economic freedom, the separation of church and state, freedom 
of expression, equal rights for women, the right to divorce, and the decriminalising of homosexual acts. 
He called for the abolition of slavery, the abolition of the death penalty, and the abolition of physical 
punishment, including that of children. He has also become known in recent years as an early advocate 
of animal rights. Though strongly in favour of the extension of individual legal rights, he opposed the 
idea of natural law and natural rights, calling them "nonsense upon stilts." Bentham was an obsessive 
writer and reviser, but was constitutionally incapable, except on rare occasions, of bringing his work to 
completion and publication. Most of what appeared in print in his lifetime was prepared for publication 
by others. Several of his works first appeared in French translation, prepared for the press by Etienne 
Dumont, for example, Theory of Legislation, Volume 2 (Principles of the Penal Code) 1840, Weeks, 
Jordan, & Company. Boston. Some made their first appearance in English in the 1820s as a result of 
back-translation from Dumont's 1802 collection (and redaction) of Bentham's writing on civil and penal 
legislation."

Works of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 3, Part 1

Bentham's treatise on the foundations of law and government.

The Principles of Morals and Legislation



This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans of 
the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author intended. 
Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain imperfections 
within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for future generations 
to enjoy!

A Fragment on Government

Bentham and the Arts considers the sceptical challenge presented by Bentham’s hedonistic utilitar-
ianism to the existence of the aesthetic, as represented in the oft-quoted statement that, ‘Prejudice 
apart, the game of push-pin is of equal value with the arts and sciences of music and poetry. If the 
game of push-pin furnish more pleasure, it is more valuable than either.’ This statement is one part of a 
complex set of arguments on culture, taste, and utility that Bentham pursued over his lifetime, in which 
sensations of pleasure and pain were opposed to aesthetic sensibility. Leading scholars from a variety 
of disciplines reflect on the implications of Bentham’s radical utilitarian approach for our understanding 
of the history and contemporary nature of art, literature, and aesthetics more generally.

Works of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 2

The Panopticon project for a model prison obsessed the English philosopher Jeremy Bentham for 
almost 20 years. In the end, the project came to nothing; the Panopticon was never built. But it is 
precisely this that makes the Panopticon project the best exemplification of Bentham’s own theory of 
fictions, according to which non-existent fictitious entities can have all too real effects. There is probably 
no building that has stirred more philosophical controversy than Bentham’s Panopticon. The Panopticon 
is not merely, as Foucault thought, “a cruel, ingenious cage”, in which subjects collaborate in their own 
subjection, but much more—constructing the Panopticon produces not only a prison, but also a god 
within it. The Panopticon is a machine which on assembly is already inhabited by a ghost. It is through 
the Panopticon and the closely related theory of fictions that Bentham has made his greatest impact on 
modern thought; above all, on the theory of power. The Panopticon writings are frequently cited, rarely 
read. This edition contains the complete “Panopticon Letters”, together with selections from “Panopticon 
Postscript I” and “Fragment on Ontology”, Bentham’s fullest account of fictions. A comprehensive 
introduction by Miran Bozovic explores the place of Panopticon in contemporary theoretical debate.

Utilitarianism

Vol. 1: In the essays presented in this volume, Bentham lays down the theoretical principles from which 
he develops his proposals for reform of the English poor laws in response to the perceived crisis in 
poor relief in the mid-1790s. In "Essays on the Subject of the Poor Laws\

Principles of Penal Law

Recovering Bentham's thoughts on policing and what they mean for criminology today. Jeremy Ben-
tham theorized the panopticon as modern policing emerged across the British Empire, yet while his 
theoretical writing became canonical in criminology, his perspective on the police remains obscure. 
Jeremy Bentham on Police recovers the reformer's writings on policing alongside a series of essays 
that demonstrate their significance to the past, present, and future of criminology.

An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation

First published in 1945 under title : "The limits of jurisprudence defined," being a continuation of the 
author's "An introduction to the principles of morals and legislation."

Constitutional Code

Jeremy Bentham's writings on Australian governance and colonization. Jeremy Bentham conceived 
the panopticon, in part, as an alternative to criminal transportation to Australia. This latest volume 
in The Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham series draws out these connections by collecting both 
Bentham's fragmentary and extended comments on Australian governance and colonization. These 
writings include a fragment headed "New Wales" (1792) correspondence with William Wilberforce 
(1802), three letters to Lord Pelham (1802), a "Plea for the Constitution" (1802-3), and "Colonization 
Company Proposal" (1831)--the majority published here for the first time. Although Bentham's most 



famous ideas emerged from his opposition to colonization, these writings demonstrate how the reformer 
became a vocal advocate for settler colonization near the end of his life.

Bentham and the Arts

Bentham's writings for the French Revolution were dominated by the themes of rights, representation, 
and reform. In 'Nonsense upon Stilts' (hitherto known as 'Anarchical Fallacies'), the most devastating 
attack on the theory of natural rights ever written, he argued that natural rights provided an unsuit-
able basis for stable legal and political arrangements. In discussing the nature of representation he 
produced the earliest utilitarian justification of political equality and representative democracy, even 
recommending women's suffrage.

The Panopticon Writings

The first five volumes of the Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham contain over 1,300 letters written both 
to and from Bentham over a 50-year period, beginning in 1752 (aged three) with his earliest surviving 
letter to his grandmother, and ending in 1797 with correspondence concerning his attempts to set up a 
national scheme for the provision of poor relief. Against the background of the debates on the American 
Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789, to which he made significant contributions, 
Bentham worked first on producing a complete penal code, which involved him in detailed explorations 
of fundamental legal ideas, and then on his panopticon prison scheme. Despite developing a host of 
original and ground-breaking ideas, contained in a mass of manuscripts, he published little during these 
years, and remained, at the close of this period, a relatively obscure individual. Nevertheless, these 
volumes reveal how the foundations were laid for the remarkable rise of Benthamite utilitarianism in 
the early nineteenth century. In 1789 Bentham published An Introduction to the Principles of Morals 
and Legislation, which remains his most famous work, but which had little impact at the time, followed 
in 1791 by The Panopticon: or, The Inspection-House, in which he proposed the building of a circular 
penitentiary house. Bentham’s correspondence unfolds against the backdrop of the increasingly violent 
French Revolution, and shows his initial sympathy for France turning into hostility. On a personal level, 
in 1791 his brother Samuel returned from Russia, and in 1792 he inherited his father’s house in Queen’s 
Square Place, Westminster together with a significant property portfolio.

Writings on the Poor Laws

This volume contains all the writings that are grouped around Bentham's boldest idea - the proposal 
of a 'circulating currency': a government sponsored currency which would be both a kind of savings 
certificate and a kind of paper money. The roots of this proposal are illustrated in two pamphlets 
from 1794-96, along with subsequent pamphlets and discussions which show Bentham's unsuccessful 
negotiations with the trasury on this matter.

Jeremy Bentham on Police

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Rationale of Judicial Evidence

"This stimulating reader invites a fresh look at Bentham. Drawing on recent scholarship, it presents 
newly edited texts and unexpected perspectives on familiar works about sex, law, publicity, colonies, 
place and time, and much else besides."---William Twining, University College London --Book Jacket.

Of Laws in General



The new critical edition of the works and correspondence of Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) is being 
prepared and published under the supervision of the Bentham Committee of University College London. 
In spite of his importance as jurist, philosopher, and social scientist, and leader of theUtilitarian 
reformers, the only previous edition of his works was a poorly edited and incomplete one brought out 
within a decade or so of his death. Eight volumes of the new Collected Works, five of correspondence, 
and three of writings on jurisprudence, appeared between 1968 and 1981, published bythe Athlone 
Press. Further volumes in the series since then are published by Oxford University Press. The overall 
plan and principles of the edition are set out in the General Preface to The Correspondence of Jeremy 
Bentham, vol. 1, which was the first volume of the Collected Works to bepublished.An Introduction 
to the Principles of Morals and Legislation, Jeremy Bentham's best-known work, is a classic text in 
modern philosophy and jurisprudence. First published in 1789, it contains the important statement of 
the foundations of utilitarian philosophy and a pioneering study of crime andpunishment, both of which 
remain at the heart of contemporary debates in moral and political philosophy, economics, and legal 
theory. Printed here in full is the definitive edition, edited by the distinguished scholars J. H. Burns and 
H. L. A. Hart. An introductory essay by Hart, first published in1982 and a widely acknowledged classic 
in its own right, is reprinted here. It contains an important analysis of Bentham's principle of utility, 
theory of action, and an account of the relationship between law and morality.A new introduction by 
the leading Bentham scholar F. Rosen, specially written for this Clarendon Paperback edition, provides 
students with a helpful survey of Bentham's main ideas and an extensive bibliographical study of recent 
critical work on Bentham. Professor Rosen's essay also contains a newanalysis of the principle of utility 
in Bentham's philosophy which is compared with its use in Hume and J. S. Mill.

Panopticon Versus New South Wales Othe

Bentham's treatise on the foundations of law and government.

Rationale of Judicial Evidence

Political Tactics, composed for the Estates General in the months just prior to the outbreak of the 
French Revolution, is one of Bentham's most original works. It contains the earliest and perhaps most 
important theoretical analysis of parliamentary procedure ever written. It was subsequently translated 
into many languages and has had a far-reaching influence — for instance, it provided the basis for 
the regulations adopted in the 1820s governing the procedures of the Buenos Aires assembly, and 
as recently as the early 1990s it was reprinted by the Spanish Cortes. With typical thoroughness and 
insight, Bentham discusses such central themes as the publicity of procedings, the rules of debate, 
the conduct of deputies, and the proper steps to be taken in composing, proposing, and voting on a 
motion. Even such relatively minor points as the size of the assembly-room and the costume of the 
deputies are not overlooked. All along Bentham illustrates his points by reference to the actual practice 
of both the British Houses of Parliament and the French provincial assemblies.

Rights, Representation, and Reform

The first five volumes of the Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham contain over 1,300 letters written both 
to and from Bentham over a 50-year period, beginning in 1752 (aged three) with his earliest surviving 
letter to his grandmother, and ending in 1797 with correspondence concerning his attempts to set up a 
national scheme for the provision of poor relief. Against the background of the debates on the American 
Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789, to which he made significant contributions, 
Bentham worked first on producing a complete penal code, which involved him in detailed explorations 
of fundamental legal ideas, and then on his panopticon prison scheme. Despite developing a host of 
original and ground-breaking ideas, contained in a mass of manuscripts, he published little during these 
years, and remained, at the close of this period, a relatively obscure individual. Nevertheless, these 
volumes reveal how the foundations were laid for the remarkable rise of Benthamite utilitarianism in the 
early nineteenth century. This work was published by Saint Philip Street Press pursuant to a Creative 
Commons license permitting commercial use. All rights not granted by the work's license are retained 
by the author or authors.

Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham, Volume 4

Panopticon Or the Inspection House
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