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The Correspondence between Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia and René Descartes

Between the years 1643 and 1649, Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia (1618–80) and René Descartes 
(1596–1650) exchanged fifty-eight letters—thirty-two from Descartes and twenty-six from Elisabeth. 
Their correspondence contains the only known extant philosophical writings by Elisabeth, revealing 
her mastery of metaphysics, analytic geometry, and moral philosophy, as well as her keen interest in 
natural philosophy. The letters are essential reading for anyone interested in Descartes’s philosophy, in 
particular his account of the human being as a union of mind and body, as well as his ethics. They also 
provide a unique insight into the character of their authors and the way ideas develop through intellec-
tual collaboration. Philosophers have long been familiar with Descartes’s side of the correspondence. 
Now Elisabeth’s letters—never before available in translation in their entirety—emerge this volume, 
adding much-needed context and depth both to Descartes’s ideas and the legacy of the princess. 
Lisa Shapiro’s annotated edition—which also includes Elisabeth’s correspondence with the Quakers 
William Penn and Robert Barclay—will be heralded by students of philosophy, feminist theorists, and 
historians of the early modern period.
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tual collaboration. Philosophers have long been familiar with Descartes’s side of the correspondence. 
Now Elisabeth’s letters—never before available in translation in their entirety—emerge this volume, 
adding much-needed context and depth both to Descartes’s ideas and the legacy of the princess. 
Lisa Shapiro’s annotated edition—which also includes Elisabeth’s correspondence with the Quakers 
William Penn and Robert Barclay—will be heralded by students of philosophy, feminist theorists, and 
historians of the early modern period.

Passions of the Soul

TABLE OF CONTENTS: Translator's Introduction Introduction by Genevieve Rodis-Lewis The Passions 
of the Soul: Preface PART I: About the Passions in General, and Incidentally about the Entire Nature of 
Man PART II: About the Number and Order of the Passions, and the Explanation of the Six Primitives 
PART III: About the Particular Passions Lexicon: Index to Lexicon Bibliography Index Index Locorum

Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia

This study provides a comprehensive intellectual biography of Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia. The 
author highlights Elisabeth’s place in the Western intellectual tradition and contextualizes her contri-
butions within the social and cultural landscape of seventeenth-century Europe.

Elisabeth of Bohemia (1618–1680): A Philosopher in her Historical Context

This book showcases Elisabeth of Bohemia, Princess Palatine (1618-1680), one of the foremost female 
minds of the 17th century. Best known today for her important correspondence with the philosopher 
René Descartes, Elisabeth was famous in her own time for her learning, philosophical acumen, and 
mathematical brilliance. She was also well-connected in the seventeenth-century intellectual circles. 
Elisabeth’s status as a woman philosopher is emblematic of both the possibilities and limitations of 
women's participation in the republic of letters and of their subsequent fate in history. Few sources 
containing her own views survive, and until recently there has been no work on Elisabeth as a thinker 
in her own right. This volume brings together an international team of scholars to discuss her work 
from a cross-disciplinary perspective on the occasion of her fourth centenary. It is the first collection 
of essays to examine a range of her interests and to discuss them in relation to her historical context. 
The studies presented here discuss her educational background, her friendships and contacts, her 
interest in politics, religion, and astronomy, as well as her views on politics, her moral philosophy and 
her engagement with Cartesianism. The volume will appeal to historians of philosophy, historians of 
political thought, philosophers, feminists and seventeenth-century historians.

The Oxford Handbook of Descartes and Cartesianism

The Oxford Handbook of Descartes and Cartesianism comprises fifty specially written chapters on 
Rene Descartes (1596-1650) and Cartesianism, the dominant paradigm for philosophy and science 
in the seventeenth century, written by an international group of leading scholars of early modern 
philosophy. The first part focuses on the various aspects of Descartes's biography (including his 
background, intellectual contexts, writings, and correspondence) and philosophy, with chapters on his 
epistemology, method, metaphysics, physics, mathematics, moral philosophy, political thought, medical 
thought, and aesthetics. The chapters of the second part are devoted to the defense, development 
and modification of Descartes's ideas by later generations of Cartesian philosophers in France, the 
Netherlands, Italy, and elsewhere. The third and final part considers the opposition to Cartesian 
philosophy by other philosophers, as well as by civil, ecclesiastic, and academic authorities. This 
handbook provides an extensive overview of Cartesianism - its doctrines, its legacies and its fortunes 
- in the period based on the latest research.

The Cambridge Descartes Lexicon

The Cambridge Descartes Lexicon is the definitive reference source on René Descartes, 'the father 
of modern philosophy' and arguably among the most important philosophers of all time. Examining 
the full range of Descartes' achievements and legacy, it includes 256 in-depth entries that explain key 
concepts relating to his thought. Cumulatively they uncover interpretative disputes, trace his influences, 
and explain how his work was received by critics and developed by followers. There are entries on topics 
such as certainty, cogito ergo sum, doubt, dualism, free will, God, geometry, happiness, human being, 
knowledge, Meditations on First Philosophy, mind, passion, physics, and virtue, which are written by the 



largest and most distinguished team of Cartesian scholars ever assembled for a collaborative research 
project - 92 contributors from ten countries.

The Passions of the Soul and Other Late Philosophical Writings

A chronology of René Descartes -- Correspondence with Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia, 1643-1649 
-- Principles of philosophy, part I (1644, 1647) -- Other letters -- The passions of the soul (1649) -- 
Appendix: A note on Descartes's physics

Meditations and Other Metaphysical Writings

Of all the works of the man claimed by many as the father of modern philosophy, the MEDITATIONS, 
first published in 1641, must surely be Rene Descartes' masterpiece. This volume consists of not only 
a new translation of the original Latin text and the expanded objections and replies, but also includes 
selected correspondence and other metaphysical writings from the period 1641-49.

The Princess and the Philosopher

For a number of years, those interested in recovering women's thought have known about Princess 
Elisabeth, a seventeenth-century correspondent, friend, and an acute, persistent critic of Descartes's 
philosophy. Her questions provoked the philosopher to think more seriously about ethics and the 
passions, as Elisabeth found his answer--that an all-powerful God can do anything--extremely unsat-
isfactory. Up to now, only a few of her letters have found their way into print. This volume includes 
translations of all of Elisabeth's extant letters to Descartes, as well as of other materials relevant to 
understanding her philosophical perspective and her life. Andrea Nye analyzes the correspondence 
between Elisabeth and Descartes to support the thesis that Elisabeth developed and defended a 
worldly philosophy of life in opposition to the unworldly rules Descartes offered for living a tranquil 
and happy life. Nye has supplemented the translations with a running commentary on the historical, 
biographical, and intellectual context of the letters.

Descartes and the Ontology of Everyday Life

The seventeenth century was a period of extraordinary invention, discovery and revolutions in scientific, 
social and political orders. It was a time of expansive automation, biological discovery, rapid advances 
in medical knowledge, of animal trials and a questioning of the boundaries between species, human 
and non-human, between social classes, and of the assumed naturalness of political inequality. This 
book gives a tour through those objects, ordinary and extraordinary, which captivated the philosophical 
imagination of the single most important French philosopher of this period, Rene Descartes. Deborah J. 
Brown and Calvin G. Normore document Descartes' attempt to make sense of the complex, composite 
objects of human and divine invention, consistent with the fundamental tenets of his metaphysical 
system. Their central argument is that, far from reducing all the categories of ordinary experience to 
the two basic categories of substance, mind and body, Descartes' philosophy recognises irreducible 
composites that resist reduction, and require their own distinctive modes of explanation.

Feminist Interpretations of RenŽ Descartes

Contributors are Susan Bordo, Stanley Clarke, Erica Harth, Leslie Heywood, Luce Irigaray, Genevieve 
Lloyd, Mario Moussa, Eileen O'Neill, Adrianna Paliyenko, Ruth Perry, Mario S&áenz, Karl Stern, 
Thomas Wartenberg, and James Winders.

The Principles of Philosophy

The present volume contains a reprint of the preface and the first part of the Principles of Philosophy, 
together with selections from the second, third and fourth parts of that work, corresponding to the 
extracts in the French edition of Gamier, are also given, as well as an appendix containing part of 
Descartes' reply to the Second Objections (viz., his formal demonstrations of the existence of Deity). 
The translation is based on the original Latin edition of the Principles, published in 1644. The work had 
been translated into French during Descartes' lifetime, and personally revised and corrected by him, the 
French text is evidently deserving of the same consideration as the Latin originals, and consequently, 
the additions and variations of the French version have also been given--the additions being put in 
square brackets in the text and the variations in the footnotes.



Emotion and Cognitive Life in Medieval and Early Modern Philosophy

This volume explores emotion in medieval and early modern thought, and opens a contemporary 
debate on the way emotions figure in our cognitive lives. Thirteen original essays explore the key themes 
of emotion within the mind; the intentionality of emotions; emotions and action; and the role of emotion 
in self-understanding and social situations.

Women Philosophers of the Early Modern Period

An invaluable complement to the standards works in early modern philosophy, this anthology introduces 
an important selection from the largely unknown writings of women philosophers of the early modern 
period. Readings comment on major works of the period and are easily integrated into courses in 
the history of modern philosophy. Included are letters to prominent philosophers, philosophical tracts 
arguing a particular view, and comments on controversies of the day. Each section is prefaced by 
a headnote giving a biographical account of its author and setting the piece in historical context. 
Atherton's introduction provides a solid framework for assessing these works and their place in modern 
philosophy. -- from back cover.

Exploring Happiness

Examines the nature of happiness, discussing how it has been treated in philosophy and religion and 
by the modern disciplines of psychology, economics, and neurocience, and considers the place of 
individual happiness within the context of modern life.

Improvising Improvisation

There is an ever-increasing number of books on improvisation, ones that richly recount experiences 
in the heat of the creative moment, theorize on the essence of improvisation, and offer convincing 
arguments for improvisation’s impact across a wide range of human activity. This book is nothing 
like that. In a provocative and at times moving experiment, Gary Peters takes a different approach, 
turning the philosophy of improvisation upside-down and inside-out. Guided by Kant, Hegel, Heidegger, 
and especially Deleuze—and exploring a range of artists from Hendrix to Borges—Peters illuminates 
new fundamentals about what, as an experience, improvisation truly is. As he shows, improvisation 
isn’t so much a genre, idiom, style, or technique—it’s a predicament we are thrown into, one we 
find ourselves in. The predicament, he shows, is a complex entwinement of choice and decision. The 
performativity of choice during improvisation may happen “in the moment,” but it is already determined 
by an a priori mode of decision. In this way, improvisation happens both within and around the 
actual moment, negotiating a simultaneous past, present, and future. Examining these and other 
often ignored dimensions of spontaneous creativity, Peters proposes a consistently challenging and 
rigorously argued new perspective on improvisation across an extraordinary range of disciplines.

Pleasure

For many, the word 'pleasure' conjures associations with hedonism, indulgence, and escape from the 
life of the mind. However little we talk about it, though, pleasure also plays an integral role in cognitive 
life, in both our sensory perception of the world and our intellectual understanding. This previously 
important but now neglected philosophical understanding of pleasure is the focus of the essays in this 
volume, which challenges received views that pleasure is principally motivating of action, unanalyzable, 
and caused, rather than responsive to reason. Like other books in the Oxford Philosophical Concepts 
series, it traces the development of the focal idea from ancient times through the 20th century. The 
essays highlight points of departure for new lines of inquiry rather than attempting to provide a full 
picture of how the idea of pleasure has been explored in philosophy. The volume begins by showing 
how Plato, Aristotle, early Islamic philosophers, and philosophers in the Medieval Latin tradition, such 
as Aquinas, honed in on the challenge of unifying the variety of pleasures so that they fall under one 
concept. In the early modern period, philosophers shifted from understanding the logic of pleasure to 
treating pleasure as a mental state. As the studies of Malebranche, Berkeley and Kant show, the central 
problem becomes understanding the relation of pleasure to other sensory experiences, and the role of 
pleasure in human cognition and knowledge. Short interdisciplinary reflections interspersed between 
essays focus on art of 16th and 17th century textbooks and the difficult music of composers like Bach, 
which demonstrate translation of these concerns to cultural production in the period. As the essay on 
Mill shows, the 19th century development of scientific psychology narrowed the definition of pleasure, 



and so its philosophical focus. Contemporary accounts of pleasure, however, in both philosophy and 
psychology, are now recognizing the limitations of this narrow focus, and are once again recognizing 
the complexity of pleasure and its role in human life.

Meditations on First Philosophy

At a time when women were generally excluded from scholarly discourse in the intellectual centers of 
Europe, four extraordinary female letterate proved their parity as they lectured in prominent scientific 
and literary academies and published in respected journals. During the Italian Enlightenment, Maria 
Gaetana Agnesi, Giuseppa Eleonora Barbapiccola, Diamante Medaglia Faini, and Aretafila Savini de' 
Rossi were afforded unprecedented deference in academic debates and epitomized the increasing 
ability of women to influence public discourse. The Contest for Knowledge reveals how these four 
women used the methods and themes of their male counterparts to add their voices to the vigorous 
and prolific debate over the education of women during the eighteenth century. In the texts gathered 
here, the women discuss the issues they themselves thought most urgent for the equality of women 
in Italian society specifically and in European culture more broadly. Their thoughts on this important 
subject reveal how crucial the eighteenth century was in the long history of debates about women in 
the academy.

The Contest for Knowledge

These two 1985 volumes provide a translation of the philosophical works of Descartes, based on the 
best available Latin and French texts. They are intended to replace the only reasonably comprehensive 
selection of his works in English, by Haldane and Ross, first published in 1911. All the works included in 
that edition are translated here, together with a number of additional texts crucial for an understanding of 
Cartesian philosophy, including important material from Descartes' scientific writings. The result should 
meet the widespread demand for an accurate and authoritative edition of Descartes' philosophical 
writings in clear and readable modern English.

The Philosophical Writings of Descartes:

This volume highlights and offers different perspectives on the controversies provoked by this central 
text of Western philosophy.

The Cambridge Companion to Descartes- Meditations

Does the existence of evil call into doubt the existence of God? Show me the argument. Philosophy 
starts with questions, but attempts at answers are just as important, and these answers require 
reasoned argument. Cutting through dense philosophical prose, 100 famous and influential arguments 
are presented in their essence, with premises, conclusions and logical form plainly identified. Key 
quotations provide a sense of style and approach. Just the Arguments is an invaluable one-stop 
argument shop. A concise, formally structured summation of 100 of the most important arguments in 
Western philosophy The first book of its kind to present the most important and influential philosophical 
arguments in a clear premise/conclusion format, the language that philosophers use and students 
are expected to know Offers succinct expositions of key philosophical arguments without bogging 
them down in commentary Translates difficult texts to core arguments Designed to provides a quick 
and compact reference to everything from Aquinas’ “Five Ways” to prove the existence of God, to the 
metaphysical possibilities of a zombie world

Just the Arguments

A central theme unifying the essays in this volume on the work of Descartes is the interconnection 
between Descartes' philosophical and scientific interests, and the extent to which these two sides of 
the Cartesian programme illuminate each other.

Descartes Embodied

A new analysis of the mind/body relationship based on the philosophy of Spinoza It is widely recognised 
that Spinoza put an end to the Cartesian dualism of body and mind by thinking through the possibility of 
their unity. Revisiting this generally accepted notion of psychophysical parallelism in Spinoza, Chantal 
Jaquet offers a new analysis of the relation between body and mind. Using an original methodology, 
she analyses their unity in action through the affects that bring together a body's affection and the 



idea of this affection. Looking at a range of Spinoza's texts, Jaquet reveals that understanding affects, 
actions and passions provides the key to how the mind and body are the same individual expressed in 
two different ways. She presents the Spinozist model in all its complexity, illuminating its potentialities 
for contemporary debates on the nature of the mind-body problem.

Affects, Actions and Passions in Spinoza

This edition features reliable, accessible translations; useful editorial materials; and a straightforward 
presentation of the Objections and Replies, including the objections from Caterus, Arnauld, and 
Hobbes, accompanied by Descartes' replies, in their entirety. The letter serving as a reply to Gassen-
di--in which several of Descartes' associates present Gassendi's best arguments and Descartes' 
replies--conveys the highlights and important issues of their notoriously extended exchange. Roger 
Ariew's illuminating Introduction discusses the Meditations and the intellectual environment surround-
ing its reception.

Meditations, Objections, and Replies

Investigates early modern women philosophers' views on reality, matter, time and mind, uncovering 
neglected perspectives and demonstrating their historical importance.

Early Modern Women on Metaphysics

Over the course of the past twenty-five years, feminist theory has had a forceful impact upon the history 
of Western philosophy. The present collection of essays has as its primary aim to evaluate past women’s 
published philosophical work, and to introduce readers to newly recovered female figures; the collection 
will also make contributions to the history of the philosophy of gender, and to the history of feminist 
social and political philosophy, insofar as the collection will discuss women’s views on these issues. 
The volume contains contributions by an international group of leading historians of philosophy and 
political thought, whose scholarship represents some of the very best work being done in North and 
Central America, Canada, Europe and Australia.

Feminist History of Philosophy: The Recovery and Evaluation of Women's Philosophical Thought

This is the first modern edition of the works of Lady Mary Shepherd, one of the most important 
women philosophers of the early modern period. Shepherd has been widely neglected in the history 
of philosophy, but her work engaged with the dominant philosophers of the time - among them Hume, 
Berkeley, and Reid. In particular, her 1827 volume Essays on the Perception of an External Universe 
outlines a theory of causation, perception, and knowledge which Shepherd presents as an alternative to 
what she sees as the mistaken views of Berkeley and Hume. What she ultimately presents is an original 
and systematic metaphysics and epistemology. Shepherd's Essays consists of two parts. The first is 
a theory of perception and knowledge of the external world, which is designed to rebut idealism and 
skepticism about the external world and show that our ordinary beliefs are based on reason. The second 
is a collection of essays on topics in metaphysics and epistemology, including the immateriality and 
eternity of the mind, the relationship between mind and body, the possibility of miracles, the association 
of ideas, the relationship between physical and mathematical reasoning, and the epistemology of 
testimony. Antonia LoLordo's edition of Shepherd's Essays includes scholarly notes throughout the 
text that provide historical and philosophical context and expand on the major concepts of Shepherd's 
system. Her extensive introduction to Shepherd's life and works surveys some of the major points of 
Shepherd's system, points out directions for future research, and offers guidance for readers planning 
to teach her work in their courses. This volume is an invaluable primary resource for scholars, graduate 
students, and undergraduates interested in metaphysics, epistemology, and early modern philosophy.

Mary Shepherd's Essays on the Perception of an External Universe

Carol Pal reconstructs a forgotten network of female scholars and rewrites the intellectual biography 
of the seventeenth-century republic of letters.

Republic of Women

Volumes I and II provide a completely new translation of the philosophical works of Descartes, based on 
the best available Latin and French texts. Volume III contains 207 of Descartes' letters, over half of which 
have not been translated into English before. It incorporates, in its entirety, Anthony Kenny's celebrated 



translation of selected philosophical letters, first published in 1970. In conjunction with Volumes I and II 
it is designed to meet the widespread demand for a comprehensive, accurate and authoritative edition 
of Descartes' philosophical writings in clear and readable modern English.

The Philosophical Writings of Descartes: Volume 3, The Correspondence

For a number of years, those interested in recovering women's thought have known about Princess 
Elisabeth, a seventeenth-century correspondent, friend, and an acute, persistent critic of Descartes's 
philosophy. Her questions provoked the philosopher to think more seriously about ethics and the 
passions, as Elisabeth found his answer--that an all-powerful God can do anything--extremely unsat-
isfactory. Up to now, only a few of her letters have found their way into print. This volume includes 
translations of all of Elisabeth's extant letters to Descartes, as well as of other materials relevant to 
understanding her philosophical perspective and her life. Andrea Nye analyzes the correspondence 
between Elisabeth and Descartes to support the thesis that Elisabeth developed and defended a 
worldly philosophy of life in opposition to the unworldly rules Descartes offered for living a tranquil 
and happy life. Nye has supplemented the translations with a running commentary on the historical, 
biographical, and intellectual context of the letters.

The Princess and the Philosopher

These essays bring together disciplinary understandings of what it is to be the bodies we are. In 
its own way, each essay calls into question certain culturally-embedded ways of valuing the body 
which deride or ignore its role in making us human. These ways have remained virtually unchanged 
since Descartes in the seventeenth century first sharply divided mind—a thinking substance, from the 
body—an extended substance. The legacy of this Cartesian metaphysics has been to reduce the body 
by turns to a static assemblage of parts and to a dumb show of movement. It has both divided the 
fundamental integrity of creaturely life and depreciated the role of the living body in knowing and making 
sense of the world, in learning, in the creative arts, and in self- and interpersonal understandings. The 
living sense of the body and its capacity for sense-making have indeed been blotted out by top-heavy 
concerns with brains, minds, and language, as if these existed without a body. It is this conception 
of the body as mere handmaiden to the privileged that the contributors to this book challenge. By 
the evidence they bring forward, they help restore what is properly due the body since Descartes 
convinced us that mind and body are separate, and that mind is the primary value. Moreover, they help 
to elucidate what is properly due the body since the more recent twentieth-century western emphasis 
upon vision effectively reduced the richness of the affective and tactile-kinesthetic body—the body of felt 
experience—to a simple sum of sensations. Dominant themes that run throughout the essays and that 
call our attention to the living sense of the body and its capacity for sense-making are: wholeness, the 
capacity for self-healing, cultural histories of the body, pan-cultural bodily invariants, thinking, emotions, 
and the body's wisdom. In the end, these themes show that giving the body its due means forging a 
metaphysics that upholds the truths of experience.

Giving the Body Its Due

This 2004 book was the first intellectual biography of one of the very first English women philosophers. 
At a time when very few women received more than basic education, Lady Anne Conway wrote 
an original treatise of philosophy, her Principles of the Most Ancient and Modern Philosophy, which 
challenged the major philosophers of her day - Descartes, Hobbes and Spinoza. Sarah Hutton's study 
places Anne Conway in her historical and philosophical context, by reconstructing her social and 
intellectual milieu. She traces her intellectual development in relation to friends and associates such as 
Henry More, Sir John Finch, F. M. van Helmont, Robert Boyle and George Keith. And she documents 
Conway's debt to Cambridge Platonism and her interest in religion - an interest which extended beyond 
Christian orthodoxy to Quakerism, Judaism and Islam. Her book offers an insight into both the personal 
life of a very private woman, and the richness of seventeenth-century intellectual culture.



Anne Conway

A superb text for teaching the philosophy of Descartes, this volume includes all his major works in their 
entirety, important selections from his lesser known writings, and key selections from his philosophical 
correspondence. The result is an anthology that enables the reader to understand the development 
of Descartes’s thought over his lifetime. Includes a biographical Introduction, chronology, bibliography, 
and index.

Descartes: Philosophical Essays and Correspondence

Returning to some of the issues in his now classic book The Absent Body published by this Press in 
1990, philosopher and physician Drew Leder turns his attention in his new book to distressed bodies 
the experience of illness and pain, and a variety of medical responses thereto; the experience of being 
imprisoned in our age of mass incarceration; and also the mis-treatment of animal bodies, as in modern 
factory farms. Yet this book is not just about suffering, but the healing of suffering. Each chapter takes 
up a single topic -- be it the experience of pain, the use of pills in medicine, organ transplantation, 
or factory farming employing interpretive tools appropriate to the issue. At the same time, the book 
clarifies for the reader how each chapter connects to and builds upon previous material. After a general 
Introduction, the book s first section is called Illness and Treatment: Phenomenological Investigations. 
It uses phenomenological methods, largely, though not exclusively, to examine what is it to be ill or 
in pain, and how modern medicine does and could -- respond. This leads us into Section Two of the 
book, Medicine and Bioethics: Hermeneutical Reflections. In this section, Leder uses tools explicitly 
and implicitly drawn from figures like Heidegger and Gadamer. Up to now the focus has been on 
the ill body and its treatment by the medical system. But this is far from the only sort of distressed 
body. In Section Three, Discarded and Recovered Bodies Leder reveals striking parallels between the 
lifeworlds of animals and prisoners. This stunning collection of essays showcases Leder s powerful and 
imaginative intellect."

The Distressed Body

Leo Bersani, known for his provocative interrogations of psychoanalysis, sexuality, and the human 
body, centers his latest book on a surprisingly simple image: a newborn baby simultaneously crying 
out and drawing its first breath. These twin ideas—absorption and expulsion, the intake of physical 
and emotional nourishment and the exhalation of breath—form the backbone of Receptive Bodies, 
a thoughtful new essay collection. These titular bodies range from fetuses in utero to fully eroticized 
adults, all the way to celestial giants floating in space. Bersani illustrates his exploration of the body’s 
capacities to receive and resist what is ostensibly alien using a typically eclectic set of sources, from 
literary icons like Marquis de Sade to cinematic provocateurs such as Bruno Dumont and Lars von 
Trier. This sharp and wide-ranging book will excite scholars of Freud, Foucault, and film studies, or 
anyone who has ever stopped to ponder the give and take of human corporeality.

Descartes' Conversation with Burman

Even though September 11 hovers over this mesmerizing look into the nature of eventsit was the fall of 
the Twin Towers that inspired Robin Wagner-Pacifici initiallythe richly evocative and thoughtful story she 
tells scales up to the level of major historical events and it scales down to the micro-level of ruptures in 
individual lives. Wagner-Pacifici moves back and forth between events experienced with all their vivid, 
pulsating, and demanding realities, and events understood systematically and conceptually. It is an 
astonishing achievement: a book that works with events, and a book that builds a model for analyzing 
them. She makes contact with specific eventful ruptures and turning-points; she analyzes how events 
erupt and take off from the ground of ongoing, everyday life, and how they move across time and 
landscapes. What Is an Event gives us a crystalline condensation of idea, image, analysis, and act, 
teasing out multiple possibilities for conceiving of events in series, in ruptures, in causal mechanisms, 
in short and long duration, and in their reception by the public. Wagner-Pacifici peppers each chapter 
with brilliant, vivifying examples: from 9/11 (four air hijackings, with multiple target sites, propelling 
the event from rupture, to accident, to incident, to attack, to war in rapid fashion, and on to the trial 
of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and the memorial museum at ground zero, and so much else) to the 
shooting in Camus s The Stranger to the shooting of Trayvon Martin. There is much in between. These 
examples take on the form of exemplars, models, paradigms. They show the productive pathways that 



keep events alive and coherent, and uncover the mechanisms by which forces and agents attempt to 
shape and move events. This book changes the conversation about how history is made."

Receptive Bodies

Essays on the Active Powers of the Human Mind
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