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American History, Race and the Struggle for Equality

Powerfully synthesizing major currents in the field, this book addresses the issue of inequality across 
American politics and society, using race as a lens for the exploration of major themes in American 
history. It considers the concept of race as a social construction, against the background of the 
historical struggles for “fairness” in a society based on the framework of democracy, whose principle 
is that majority’s consent be necessary for the fulfillment of “justice.” Foregrounding problems of race, 
capital, and political economy, it particularly examines the connections between race and class, the 
relationship of slavery and national politics, and the distinctive intellectual framework that Americans 
have developed to discuss “race.” Offering a detailed account of civil rights legislation, an overview 
of immigration law and policy, and comprehensive overviews of debates about affirmative action, 
immigration, and the causes and solutions to racialized urban poverty, this book emphasizes what 
is distinctive about the United States and offers a unique comparative framework for thinking about 
America’s racial past.

The Struggle for Black Equality

The Struggle for Black Equality is a dramatic, memorable history of the civil rights movement. Harvard 
Sitkoff offers both a brilliant interpretation of the personalities and dynamics of civil rights organizations 
and a compelling analysis of the continuing problems plaguing many African Americans. With a 
new foreword and afterword, and an up-to-date bibliography, this anniversary edition highlights the 
continuing significance of the movement for black equality and justice.

Unfinished Business

A succinct account of racial equality and civil rights throughout American history highlights the path of 
racial progress and looks in particular at the contributions of law and of court decisions to American 
equality.



Toward Freedom Land

The ongoing struggle for civil rights and social justice lies at the heart of America's evolving identity. 
The pursuit of equal rights is often met with social and political trepidation, forcing citizens and leaders 
to grapple with controversial issues of race, class, and gender. Renowned scholar Harvard Sitkoff 
has devoted his life to the study of the civil rights movement, becoming a key figure in global human 
rights discussions and an authority on American liberalism. Toward Freedom Land assembles Sitkoff 
's writings on twentieth-century race relations, representing some of the finest race-related historical 
research on record. Spanning thirty-five years of Sitkoff 's distingushed career, the collection features 
an in-depth examination of the Great Depression and its effects on African Americans, the intriguing 
story of the labor movement and its relationship to African American workers, and a discussion of the 
effects of World War II on the civil rights movement. His precise analysis illuminates multifaceted racial 
issues including the New Deal's impact on race relations, the Detroit Riot of 1943, and connections 
between African Americans, Jews, and the Holocaust.

Race in America

Most of these essays were originally presented at a conference in Madison, Wisconsin, November 
1989. Two contributions giving historical perspective lead off: a personal memoir and discussion of 
the significance for America and the world of black protest. Fourteen contributions follow, on the legal 
struggle, the persistence of discrimination, and perspectives on the past and future. Paper edition 
(unseen), $17.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

The Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1992

"The Struggle for Black Equality "is an arresting history of the civil-rights movement--from the path-
breaking Supreme Court decision of 1954, "Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas," through 
the growth of strife and conflict in the 1960s to the major issues of the 1990s. harvard Sitkoff offers not 
only a brilliant interpretation of the personalities and dynamics of the civils-rights organization--SNCC, 
CORE, NAACP, SCLC, and others--but a superb study of the continuing problems plaguing the 
African-American population: the future that in 1980 seemed to hold much promise for a better way 
of life has by the early1990s hardly lived up to expectations. Jim Crow has gone, but, forty years 
after "Brown," poverty, big-city slums, white backlash, politically and socially conservativepolicies, and 
prolonged recession have made economic progress for the vast majority of blacks an elusive, perhaps 
ever more distant goal. All Americans who strove and suffered to make democracy real come vividly 
to life in these compelling pages.

Invisible Enemy

This highly accessible account of the evolution of American racism outlines how ‘colorblind’ approaches 
to discrimination ensured the perpetuation of racial inequality in the United States well beyond the 
1960s. A highly accessible account of the evolution of American racism, its perpetuation, and black 
people’s struggles for equality in the post-civil rights era Guides students to a better understanding of 
the experiences of black Americans and their ongoing struggles for justice, by highlighting the intercon-
nectedness of African American history with that of the nation as a whole Highlights the economic and 
political functions that racism has served throughout the nation’s history Discusses the continuation 
of the freedom movement beyond the 1960s to provide a comprehensive new historiography of racial 
equality and social justice

Race Relations

Where we stand now -- The creation of race -- An interracial fight for freedom -- A step toward equality -- 
Separate and unequal -- Renewing the battle for equal rights -- A color-blind society? -- The post-racial 
illusion -- Continuing the good fight.

Co-Whites

Aniagolu examines the dynamics of race and gender in the history of the United States, concluding 
that white American women collaborated with white American men as 'Co-Whites' or co-partners in 
the management and maintenance of white supremacy in the United States.

Brotherhoods of Color



From the time the first tracks were laid in the early nineteenth century, the railroad has occupied 
a crucial place in America's historical imagination. Now, for the first time, Eric Arnesen gives us an 
untold piece of that vital American institution--the story of African Americans on the railroad. African 
Americans have been a part of the railroad from its inception, but today they are largely remembered as 
Pullman porters and track layers. The real history is far richer, a tale of endless struggle, perseverance, 
and partial victory. In a sweeping narrative, Arnesen re-creates the heroic efforts by black locomotive 
firemen, brakemen, porters, dining car waiters, and redcaps to fight a pervasive system of racism and 
job discrimination fostered by their employers, white co-workers, and the unions that legally represented 
them even while barring them from membership. Decades before the rise of the modern civil rights 
movement in the mid-1950s, black railroaders forged their own brand of civil rights activism, organizing 
their own associations, challenging white trade unions, and pursuing legal redress through state and 
federal courts. In recapturing black railroaders' voices, aspirations, and challenges, Arnesen helps 
to recast the history of black protest and American labor in the twentieth century. Table of Contents: 
Prologue 1. Race in the First Century of American Railroading 2. Promise and Failure in the World War I 
Era 3. The Black Wedge of Civil Rights Unionism 4. Independent Black Unionism in Depression and War 
5. The Rise of the Red Caps 6. The Politics of Fair Employment 7. The Politics of Fair Representation 8. 
Black Railroaders in the Modern Era Conclusion Notes Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book: 
In this superbly written monograph, Arnesen...shows how African American railroad workers combined 
civil rights and labor union activism in their struggles for racial equality in the workplace...Throughout, 
black locomotive firemen, porters, yardmen, and other railroaders speak eloquently about the work they 
performed and their confrontations with racist treatment...This history of the 'aristocrats' of the African 
American working class is highly recommended. --Charles L. Lumpkins, Library Journal Reviews of this 
book: Arnesen provides a fascinating look at U.S. labor and commerce in the arena of the railroads, so 
much a part of romantic notions about the growth of the nation. The focus of the book is the troubled 
history of the railroads in the exploitation of black workers from slavery until the civil rights movement, 
with an insightful analysis of the broader racial integration brought about by labor activism. --Vanessa 
Bush, Booklist Reviews of this book: [An] exhaustive and illuminating work of scholarship. --Publishers 
Weekly Reviews of this book: Arnesen tells a story that should be of interest to a variety of readers, 
including those who are avid students of this country's railroads. He knows his stuff, and furthermore, 
reminds us of how dependent American railroads were on the backbreaking labor of racial and ethnic 
groups whose civil and political status were precarious at best: Irish, Chinese, Mexicans and Italians, 
as well as African-Americans. But Arnesen's most powerful and provocative argument is that the nature 
of discrimination not only led black railroad workers to pursue the path of independent unionism, it also 
propelled them into the larger struggle for civil rights. --Steven Hahn, Chicago Tribune

Expectations of Equality

In this concise and engaging new volume, the latest in our growing Western History Series, Professor 
Broussard examines how African Americans over the course of nearly five centuries attempted to find 
their place in the states and territories west of the ninety-eighth meridian. Although black westerners, 
like white immigrants or native-born whites, defy easy characterization because they came to the West 
for a variety of reasons, blacks have shared certain commonalities with these groups. The majority of 
African Americans who settled in the West saw the region as a place where they could fashion a better 
life for themselves or their families. Some naively viewed the West as an oasis, a place free of racial or 
class restrictions. While many white immigrants, native-born whites, Hispanics, and Asians also saw 
the West as a place of opportunity, the experiences of African Americans differed profoundly from 
whites, people who never faced such a pervasive pattern of discrimination based solely on their race. 
In addition to covering central themes and important figures, Expectations of Equality tells the stories 
of every-day African American men and women, persons who lived in the West from the early 1500s 
until the turn of the twenty-first century. Many of them led ordinary lives that are difficult to reconstruct in 
detail–working, raising families, attending church, and educating their children. Yet some of them forged 
colorful careers as scouts and mountain men, Buffalo Soldiers, businesswomen, athletes, activists, and 
politicians, their stories helping to make Expectations of Equality the perfect choice as supplementary 
reading—not only for courses in the history of the U.S. West, but also for survey courses in United 
States and African American history.

A Place at the Table



Examines the efforts of many different people in American history to secure equal treatment in such 
areas as religion, voting rights, education, housing, and employment.

Integrations

"Education plays a central part in the history of racial inequality in America, with people of color long 
advocating for equal educational rights and opportunities. Though school desegregation initially was a 
boon for educational equality, schools began to resegregate in the 1980s, and schools are now more 
segregated than ever. In Integrations, historian Zoë Burkholder and philosopher Lawrence Blum set out 
to shed needed light on the enduring problem of segregation in American schools. From a historical 
perspective, the authors analyze how ideas about race influenced the creation and development of 
American public schools. Importantly, the authors focus on multiple marginalized groups in American 
schooling: African Americans, Native Americans, Latinxs, and Asian Americans. In the second half 
of the book, the authors explore what equal education should and could look like. They argue for 
a conception of "educational goods" (including the development of moral and civic capacities) that 
should and can be provided to every child through schooling--including integration itself. Ultimately, the 
authors show that in order to grapple with integration in a meaningful way, we must think of integration 
in the plural, both in its multiple histories and the many possible meanings of and courses of action for 
integration"--

Race and Sport

Even before the desegregation of the military and public education and before blacks had full legal 
access to voting, racial barriers had begun to fall in American sports. This collection of essays shows 
that for many African Americans it was the world of athletics that first opened an avenue to equality and 
democratic involvement. Race and Sport showcases African Americans as key figures making football, 
baseball, basketball, and boxing internationally popular, though inequalities still exist today. Among 
the early notables discussed is Fritz Pollard, an African American who played professional football 
before the National Football League established a controversial color barrier. Another, the boxer Sugar 
Ray Robinson, exemplifies the black American athlete as an international celebrity. African American 
women also played an important role in bringing down the barriers, especially in the early development 
of women's basketball. In baseball, both African American and Hispanic players faced down obstacles 
and entered the sports mainstream after World War II. One essay discusses the international spread 
of American imperialism through sport. Another shows how mass media images of African American 
athletes continue to shape public perceptions. Although each of these six essays explores a different 
facet of sports in America, together they comprise an analytical examination of African American 
society's tumultuous struggle for full participation both on and off the athletic field.

Divided We Stand

Divided We Stand is a study of how class and race have intersected in American society--above all, in 
the "making" and remaking of the American working class in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
Focusing mainly on longshoremen in the ports of New York, New Orleans, and Los Angeles, and 
on steelworkers in many of the nation's steel towns, it examines how European immigrants became 
American and "white" in the crucible of the industrial workplace and the ethnic and working-class 
neighborhood. As workers organized on the job, especially during the overlapping CIO and civil rights 
eras in the middle third of the twentieth century, trade unions became a vital arena in which "old" 
and "new" immigrants and black migrants forged new alliances and identities and tested the limits 
not only of class solidarity but of American democracy. The most volatile force in this regard was 
the civil rights movement. As it crested in the 1950s and '60s, "the Movement" confronted unions 
anew with the question, "Which side are you on?" This book demonstrates the complex ways in which 
labor organizations answered that question and the complex relationships between union leaders and 
diverse rank-and-file constituencies in addressing it. Divided We Stand includes vivid examples of 
white working-class "agency" in the construction of racially discriminatory employment structures. But 
Nelson is less concerned with racism as such than with the concrete historical circumstances in which 
racialized class identities emerged and developed. This leads him to a detailed and often fascinating 
consideration of white, working-class ethnicity but also to a careful analysis of black workers--their 
conditions of work, their aspirations and identities, their struggles for equality. Making its case with 
passion and clarity, Divided We Stand will be a compelling and controversial book.



The African-American Struggle for Legal Equality in American History

Traces the African American struggle, from slavery to the present, to overcome racism and racist laws 
thereby becoming constitutionally and legally equal to other American citizens.

Race, Law, and the Struggle for Racial Equality in the U.S.

"Casebook on race law with emphasis on American history"--

The Struggle for Equal Adulthood

In the fight for equality, early feminists often cited the infantilization of women and men of color as a 
method used to keep them out of power. Corinne T. Field argues that attaining adulthood--and the 
associated political rights, economic opportunities, and sexual power that come with it--became a 
common goal for both white and African American feminists between the American Revolution and 
the Civil War. The idea that black men and all women were more like children than adult white men 
proved difficult to overcome, however, and continued to serve as a foundation for racial and sexual 
inequality for generations. In detailing the connections between the struggle for equality and concepts 
of adulthood, Field provides an essential historical context for understanding the dilemmas black and 
white women still face in America today, from "glass ceilings" and debates over welfare dependency to 
a culture obsessed with youth and beauty. Drawn from a fascinating past, this book tells the history of 
how maturity, gender, and race collided, and how those affected came together to fight against injustice.

Sweet Land of Liberty

The struggle for racial equality in the North has been a footnote in most books about civil rights in 
America. Now this monumental new work from one of the most brilliant historians of his generation sets 
the record straight. Sweet Land of Liberty is an epic, revelatory account of the abiding quest for justice in 
states from Illinois to New York, and of how the intense northern struggle differed from and was inspired 
by the fight down South. Thomas Sugrue’s panoramic view sweeps from the 1920s to the present–more 
than eighty of the most decisive years in American history. He uncovers the forgotten stories of battles 
to open up lunch counters, beaches, and movie theaters in the North; the untold history of struggles 
against Jim Crow schools in northern towns; the dramatic story of racial conflict in northern cities and 
suburbs; and the long and tangled histories of integration and black power. Appearing throughout these 
tumultuous tales of bigotry and resistance are the people who propelled progress, such as Anna Arnold 
Hedgeman, a dedicated churchwoman who in the 1930s became both a member of New York’s black 
elite and an increasingly radical activist; A. Philip Randolph, who as America teetered on the brink of 
World War II dared to threaten FDR with a march on Washington to protest discrimination–and got the 
Fair Employment Practices Committee (“the second Emancipation Proclamation”) as a result; Morris 
Milgram, a white activist who built the Concord Park housing development, the interracial answer to 
white Levittown; and Herman Ferguson, a mild-mannered New York teacher whose protest of a Queens 
construction site led him to become a key player in the militant Malcolm X’s movement. Filled with 
unforgettable characters and riveting incidents, and making use of information and accounts both public 
and private, such as the writings of obscure African American journalists and the records of civil rights 
and black power groups, Sweet Land of Liberty creates an indelible history. Thomas Sugrue has written 
a narrative bound to become the standard source on this essential subject.

To Stand and Fight

The story of the civil rights movement typically begins with the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955 and 
culminates with the 1965 voting rights struggle in Selma. But as Martha Biondi shows, a grassroots 
struggle for racial equality in the urban North began a full ten years before the rise of the movement in 
the South. This story is an essential first chapter, not only to the southern movement that followed, but 
to the riots that erupted in northern and western cities just as the civil rights movement was achieving 
major victories. Biondi tells the story of African Americans who mobilized to make the war against 
fascism a launching pad for a postwar struggle against white supremacy at home. Rather than seeking 
integration in the abstract, black New Yorkers demanded first-class citizenship--jobs for all, affordable 
housing, protection from police violence, access to higher education, and political representation. This 
powerful local push for economic and political equality met broad resistance, yet managed to win 
several landmark laws barring discrimination and segregation. To Stand and Fight demonstrates how 
black New Yorkers launched the modern civil rights struggle and left a rich legacy. Table of Contents: 



Prologue: The Rise of the Struggle for Negro Rights 1 Jobs for All 2 Black Mobilization and Civil Rights 
Politics 3 Lynching, Northern style 4 Desegregating the metropolis 5 Dead Letter Legislation 6 An 
Unnatural Division of People 7 Anticommunism and Civil Rights 8 The Paradoxical Effects of the Cold 
War 9 Racial Violence in the Free World 10 Lift Every Voice and Vote 11 Resisting Resegregation 12 
To Stand and Fight Epilogue: Another Kind of America Notes Acknowledgments Illustration Credits 
Index Reviews of this book: Historians have thoroughly documented the experiences of those African 
Americans who lived in the South and worked to repeal Jim Crow laws. However, in this work, Biondi 
explores what she calls 'the struggle for Negro rights' in New York City, an exploration resulting in a stark 
reminder of the daily challenges facing blacks who lived in northern cities...With its detailed discussions 
of the American Labor Party, the Communist Party, Black Nationalism, Adam Clayton Powell Jr., W. 
E. B. Dubois, Roy Wilkins, and, especially, Paul Robeson, this work should be required reading for all 
historians interested in the post-WW II experience of African Americans in the urban North. --T. D. Beal, 
Choice Reviews of this book: In this meticulously researched monograph, Biondi reminds the reader 
that the struggle for black civil rights was waged in the North before it was joined in the South. She 
documents the fight against racial discrimination in hiring, police brutality, housing segregation, lack of 
political representation, and inadequate schools in New York City between 1946 and 1954...Biondi's 
writing is crisp and direct. She introduces the reader to a host of activists whose efforts deserve to 
be remembered. Unfortunately, most of the causes they championed remain with us today. --Paul T. 
Murray, MultiCultural Review With stunning research and powerful arguments, Martha Biondi charts a 
new direction in civil rights history - the northern side of the black freedom struggle. Biondi presents 
postwar New York as a battleground, no less than the Jim Crow South, for the fight against police 
brutality and discrimination in employment, housing, retail stores, and places of amusement. Men 
and women, trade unionists and religious leaders, integrationists and separatists, liberals and the Left 
come together in this pathbreaking study of America's largest and most cosmopolitan city. --Evelyn 
Brooks Higginbotham,, editor-in-chief of The Harvard Guide to African-American History To Stand and 
Fight brilliantly re-writes the history of postwar social movements in New York City. Martha Biondi 
has not only extended our view of the civil rights movement to the urban North, but she places the 
movement squarely within an international framework. She redefines the movement, focusing on the 
specific struggles that mattered: jobs, welfare, housing, police misconduct, political representation, and 
black people's ongoing battle for independence in the colonies. To Stand and Fight will stand out as a 
major contribution to an already burgeoning field of civil rights studies. --Robin D. G. Kelley, author of 
Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination To Stand and Fight establishes that New York was 
as important a battleground for racial equality as Montgomery or Birmingham. Martha Biondi has done 
a great service by uncovering the rich and largely forgotten history of New York's role in the African 
American freedom struggle. --Thomas J. Sugrue, author of The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and 
Inequality in Postwar Detroit

Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, and the Struggle for Racial Uplift
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After the Dream

Martin Luther King's 1965 address from Montgomery, Alabama, the center of much racial conflict 
at the time and the location of the well-publicized bus boycott a decade earlier, is often considered 
by historians to be the culmination of the civil rights era in American history. In his momentous 
speech, King declared that segregation was "on its deathbed" and that the movement had already 
achieved significant milestones. Although the civil rights movement had won many battles in the 
struggle for racial equality by the mid-1960s, including legislation to guarantee black voting rights and 
to desegregate public accommodations, the fight to implement the new laws was just starting. In reality, 
King's speech in Montgomery represented a new beginning rather than a conclusion to the movement, 
a fact that King acknowledged in the address. After the Dream: Black and White Southerners since 
1965 begins where many histories of the civil rights movement end, with King's triumphant march 
from the iconic battleground of Selma to Montgomery. Timothy J. Minchin and John Salmond focus 
on events in the South following the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act. After the Dream examines the social, economic, and political implications of these laws in the 
decades following their passage, discussing the empowerment of black southerners, white resistance, 
accommodation and acceptance, and the nation's political will. The book also provides a fascinating 
history of the often-overlooked period of race relations during the presidential administrations of Ford, 



Carter, Reagan, and both George H. W. and George W. Bush. Ending with the election of President 
Barack Obama, this study will influence contemporary historiography on the civil rights movement.

Reconstruction: Voices from America's First Great Struggle for Racial Equality (LOA #303)

The violent aftermath of the Civil War comes to dramatic life in this sweeping new collection of 
firsthand writing Few periods in American history are more consequential but less understood than 
Reconstruction, the tumultuous twelve years after Appomattox, when the battered nation sought to 
reconstitute itself and confront the legacy of two centuries of slavery. This anthology brings together 
more than one hundred contemporary letters, diary entries, interviews, testimonies, and articles by 
ordinary men and women and well-known figures such as Frederick Douglass, Frances Ellen Watkins 
Harper, Andrew Johnson, Thaddeus Stevens, Ulysses S. Grant, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Mark Twain, 
and Albion Tourgée. Through their eyes readers experience the fierce contest between President 
Andrew Johnson and the Radical Republicans resulting in the nation's first presidential impeachment; 
the adoption of the revolutionary 14th and 15th Amendments; the first achievements of black political 
power; and the murderous terrorism of the Klan and other groups that, combined with northern 
weariness, indifference, and hostility, eventually resulted in the restoration of white supremacy in 
the South. Throughout, Americans confront the essential questions left unresolved by the defeat of 
secession: What system of labor would replace slavery, and what would become of the southern 
plantations? Would the war end in the restoration of a union of sovereign states, or in the creation 
of a truly national government? What would citizenship mean after emancipation, and what civil rights 
would the freed people gain? Would suffrage be extended to African American men, and to all women?

Better Day Coming

From the end of postwar Reconstruction in the South to an analysis of the rise and fall of Black Power, 
acclaimed historian Adam Fairclough presents a straightforward synthesis of the century-long struggle 
of black Americans to achieve civil rights and equality in the United States. Beginning with Ida B. Wells 
and the campaign against lynching in the 1890s, Fairclough chronicles the tradition of protest that led to 
the formation of the NAACP, Booker T. Washington and the strategy of accommodation, Marcus Garvey 
and the push for black nationalism, through to Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Civil Rights Movement of 
the 1960s and beyond. Throughout, Fairclough presents a judicious interpretation of historical events 
that balances the achievements of the Civil Rights Movement against the persistence of racial and 
economic inequalities.

Running for Freedom

Running for Freedom, Fourth Edition, updates historian Steven Lawson’s classic volume detailing the 
history of African-American civil rights and black politics from the beginning of World War II to the 
present day. Offers comprehensive coverage of the African-American struggle for civil rights in the 
U.S. from 1941 to 2014 Integrates events relating to America’s civil rights story at both the local and 
national levels Features new material on Obama’s first term in office and the first year of his second 
term Includes addition of such timely issues as the Trayvon Martin case, the March on Washington 
5oth anniversary, state voter suppression efforts, and Supreme Court ruling on Voting Rights Act

The Struggle for Racial Equality

Lewis charts the second half of Du Bois's career, from the end of World War I on.

W. E. B. Du Bois, 1919-1963

In this exciting revisionist history, Stephen Tuck traces the black freedom struggle in all its diversity, from 
the first years of freedom during the Civil War to President ObamaÕs inauguration. As it moves from 
popular culture to high politics, from the Deep South to New England, the West Coast, and abroad, Tuck 
weaves gripping stories of ordinary black peopleÑas well as celebrated figuresÑinto the sweep of racial 
protest and social change. The drama unfolds from an armed march of longshoremen in postÐCivil 
War Baltimore to Booker T. WashingtonÕs founding of Tuskegee Institute; from the race riots following 
Jack JohnsonÕs Òfight of the centuryÓ to Rosa ParksÕ refusal to move to the back of a Montgomery 
bus; and from the rise of hip hop to the journey of a black Louisiana grandmother to plead with the 
Tokyo directors of a multinational company to stop the dumping of toxic waste near her home. We AinÕt 
What We Ought To Be rejects the traditional narrative that identifies the Southern non-violent civil rights 



movement as the focal point of the black freedom struggle. Instead, it explores the dynamic relationships 
between those seeking new freedoms and those looking to preserve racial hierarchies, and between 
grassroots activists and national leaders. As Tuck shows, strategies were ultimately contingent on the 
power of activists to protest amidst shifting economic and political circumstances in the U.S. and abroad. 
This book captures an extraordinary journey that speaks to all AmericansÑboth past and future.

We AinÕt What We Ought To Be

In Caring for Equality David McBride chronicles the struggle by African Americans and their white allies 
to improve poor black health conditions as well as inadequate medical care—caused by slavery, racism, 
and discrimination—since the arrival of African slaves in America.

Caring for Equality

This work explores race relations in the city of San Francisco, where whites, for the most part, were 
outwardly civil to blacks, while denying them employment opportunities and political power. The author 
argues that it is essential to understand the nature of the racial caste system.

Black San Francisco

“Jones, a trailblazing African American judge, delivers an urgently needed perspective on American 
history . . . [A] passionate and informative account” (Booklist, starred review). Answering the Call 
is an extraordinary eyewitness account from an unsung hero of the battle for racial equality in 
America—a battle that, far from ending with the great victories of the civil rights era, saw some of 
its signal achievements in the desegregation fights of the 1970s and its most notable setbacks in the 
affirmative action debates that continue into the present in Ferguson, Baltimore, and beyond. Judge 
Nathaniel R. Jones’s groundbreaking career was forged in the 1960s: As the first African American 
assistant US attorney in Ohio; as assistant general counsel of the Kerner Commission; and, beginning 
in 1969, as general counsel of the NAACP. In that latter role, Jones coordinated attacks against 
Northern school segregation—a vital, divisive, and poorly understood chapter in the movement for 
equality—twice arguing in the pivotal US Supreme Court case Bradley v. Milliken, which addressed 
school desegregation in Detroit. He also led the national response to the attacks against affirmative 
action, spearheading and arguing many of the signal legal cases of that effort. Answering the Call is “a 
stunning, inside story of the contemporary struggle for civil rights . . . Essential reading for understanding 
where we are today—underscoring just how much work is left to be done” (Vernon E. Jordan Jr., civil 
rights activist). “A forthright testimony by a witness to history.” —Kirkus Reviews

Answering the Call

The radical black left has largely disappeared from the struggle for equality and justice. Michael Dawson 
examines the causes and consequences, and argues that the conventional left has failed to take race 
seriously as a force in reshaping American institutions and civil society. Black politics needs to find its 
way back to its radical roots.

Blacks In and Out of the Left

The second volume of the Pulitzer Prize--winning biography that The Washington Post hailed as "an 
engrossing masterpiece" Charismatic, singularly determined, and controversial, W.E.B. Du Bois was 
a historian, novelist, editor, sociologist, founder of the NAACP, advocate of women's rights, and the 
premier architect of the Civil Rights movement. His hypnotic voice thunders out of David Levering 
Lewis's monumental biography like a locomotive under full steam. This second volume of what is 
already a classic work begins with the triumphal return from WWI of African American veterans to the 
shattering reality of racism and lynching even as America discovers the New Negro of literature and art. 
In stunning detail, Lewis chronicles the little-known political agenda behind the Harlem Renaissance 
and Du Bois's relentless fight for equality and justice, including his steadfast refusal to allow whites to 
interpret the aspirations of black America. Seared by the rejection of terrified liberals and the black 
bourgeoisie during the Communist witch-hunts, Du Bois ended his days in uncompromising exile 
in newly independent Ghana. In re-creating the turbulent times in which he lived and fought, Lewis 
restores the inspiring and famed Du Bois to his central place in American history.

W. E. B. Du Bois, 1919-1963



This collection of original essays and commentary considers not merely how history has shaped 
the continuing struggle for racial equality, but also how backlash and resistance to racial reforms 
continue to dictate the state of race in America. Informed by a broad historical perspective, this book 
focuses primarily on the promise of Reconstruction, and the long demise of that promise. It traces 
the history of struggles for racial justice from the post US Civil War Reconstruction through the Jim 
Crow era, the Civil Rights and Voting Rights decades of the 1950s and 1960s to the present day. 
The book uses psychological, historical and political perspectives to put today's struggles for justice 
in historical perspective, considering intersecting dynamics of race and class in inequality and the 
different ways that different people understand history. Ultimately, the authors question Martin Luther 
King, Jr.'s contention that the moral arc of the universe bends toward justice, challenging portrayals of 
race relations and the realization of civil rights laws as a triumph narrative. Scholars in history, political 
science and psychology as well as graduate students in these fields can use the issues explored in 
this book as a foundation for their own work on race, justice and American history. Contributors include: 
E.L. Ayers, T.J. Brown, S. Fein, C.N. Harold, J.M. Hayter, C.F. Irons, J.P. Thompson, E.R. Varon, K.E. 
Williams, E.S. Yellin

Reconstruction and the Arc of Racial (in)justice

A monumental investigation of the Supreme Court's rulings on race, From Jim Crow To Civil Rights 
spells out in compelling detail the political and social context within which the Supreme Court Justices 
operate and the consequences of their decisions for American race relations. In a highly provocative 
interpretation of the decision's connection to the civil rights movement, Klarman argues that Brown 
was more important for mobilizing southern white opposition to racial change than for encouraging 
direct-action protest. Brown unquestioningly had a significant impact--it brought race issues to public 
attention and it mobilized supporters of the ruling. It also, however, energized the opposition. In this 
authoritative account of constitutional law concerning race, Michael Klarman details, in the richest and 
most thorough discussion to date, how and whether Supreme Court decisions do, in fact, matter.

From Jim Crow to Civil Rights

W. E. B. Du Bois, 1919-1963, the second volume of the Pulitzer Prize--winning biography that The 
Washington Post hailed as "an engrossing masterpiece" Charismatic, singularly determined, and 
controversial, W.E.B. Du Bois was a historian, novelist, editor, sociologist, founder of the NAACP, 
advocate of women's rights, and the premier architect of the Civil Rights movement. His hypnotic voice 
thunders out of David Levering Lewis's monumental biography like a locomotive under full steam. This 
second volume of what is already a classic work begins with the triumphal return from WWI of African 
American veterans to the shattering reality of racism and lynching even as America discovers the 
New Negro of literature and art. In stunning detail, Lewis chronicles the little-known political agenda 
behind the Harlem Renaissance and Du Bois's relentless fight for equality and justice, including his 
steadfast refusal to allow whites to interpret the aspirations of black America. Seared by the rejection 
of terrified liberals and the black bourgeoisie during the Communist witch-hunts, Du Bois ended his 
days in uncompromising exile in newly independent Ghana. In re-creating the turbulent times in which 
he lived and fought, Lewis restores the inspiring and famed Du Bois to his central place in American 
history.

W. E. B. Du Bois, 1919-1963

From the earliest days of Jim Crow, African Americans in New Orleans rallied around the belief that 
the new system of racially biased laws, designed to relegate them to second-class citizenship, was 
neither legitimate nor permanent. Drawing on shared memories of fluid race relations and post–Civil 
War political participation, they remained committed to a disciplined and sustained pursuit of equality. 
Defying Jim Crow tells the story of this community’s decades-long struggle against segregation, 
disenfranchisement, and racial violence. Amid mounting violence and increasing exclusion, black 
New Orleanians believed their best defense depended upon maintaining a close-knit and politically 
engaged community. Donald E. DeVore’s peerless research shows how African Americans sought to 
reverse the trends of oppression by prioritizing the kind of capacity building—investment in education, 
participation in national organizations, and a spirit of entrepreneurship in markets not dominated by 
white businessmen—that would ensure the community’s ability to keep fighting for their rights in the 
face of setbacks and hostility from the city’s white leaders. As some black activists worked to attain 
equity within the “separate but equal” framework, they provided a firm foundation and crucial support 



for more overt challenges to the racist government structures. The result of over a decade’s research 
into the history of civil rights and community building in New Orleans, Defying Jim Crow provides a 
thorough and insightful analysis of race relations in one of America’s most diverse cities and offers a 
vital contribution to the complex history of the African American struggle for freedom.

Defying Jim Crow

"African-American Activism before the Civil War is an invaluable collection for anyone interested in 
this vital minority whose efforts at community building and radical protest acted as a critical force in 
helping bring about the end of slavery, and set the precedent that inspired the next generation of 
activists."--BOOK JACKET.

African-American Activism Before the Civil War

A history of the modern civil rights movement.

The Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1980

Despite black gains in modern America, the end of racism is not yet in sight. Nikhil Pal Singh asks 
what happened to the worldly and radical visions of equality that animated black intellectual activists 
from W. E. B. Du Bois in the 1930s to Martin Luther King, Jr. in the 1960s. In so doing, he constructs 
an alternative history of civil rights in the twentieth century, a long civil rights era, in which radical 
hopes and global dreams are recognized as central to the history of black struggle. It is through the 
words and thought of key black intellectuals, like Du Bois, Ralph Bunche, C. L. R. James, Richard 
Wright, Ralph Ellison, Langston Hughes, and others, as well as movement activists like Malcolm X and 
Black Panthers, that vital new ideas emerged and circulated. Their most important achievement was 
to create and sustain a vibrant, black public sphere broadly critical of U.S. social, political, and civic 
inequality. Finding racism hidden within the universalizing tones of reform-minded liberalism at home 
and global democratic imperatives abroad, race radicals alienated many who saw them as dangerous 
and separatist. Few wanted to hear their message then, or even now, and yet, as Singh argues, their 
passionate skepticism about the limits of U.S. democracy remains as indispensable to a meaningful 
reconstruction of racial equality and universal political ideals today as it ever was.

Black Is a Country
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