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personal journey and the spirit of a special place.
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One Day I Will Write About This Place

Binyavanga Wainaina tumbled through his middle-class Kenyan childhood out of kilter with the world 
around him.This world came to him as a chaos of loud and colourful sounds: the hair dryers at 
his mother's beauty parlour, black mamba bicycle bells, mechanics in Nairobi, the music of Michael 
Jackson - all punctuated by the infectious laughter of his brother and sister. He could fall in with their 
patterns, but it would take him a while to carve out his own. In this vivid and compelling debut, Wainaina 
takes us through his school days, his failed attempt to study in South Africa, a moving family reunion in 
Uganda, and his travels around Kenya.The landscape in front of him always claims his main attention, 
but he also evokes the shifting political scene that unsettles his views on family, tribe, and nationhood. 
Throughout, reading is his refuge and his solace. And when, in 2002, a writing prize comes through, 
the door is opened for him to pursue the career that perhaps had been beckoning all along. Resolutely 
avoiding stereotype and cliche, Wainaina paints every scene in One Day I Will Write About This Place 
with a highly distinctive and hugely memorable brush.

One Day I Will Write about this Place

A trailblazing collection of writing from Binyavanga Wainaina's extraordinary life 'In your text, treat Africa 
as if it were one country. It is hot and dusty with rolling grasslands and huge herds of animals and 
tall, thin people who are starving. Or it is hot and steamy with very short people who eat primates. 
Don't get bogged down with precise descriptions.' Binyavanga Wainaina was a seminal author and 
activist, remembered as one of the greatest chroniclers of contemporary African life. After his death 
in 2019, this ground-breaking collection brings together his pioneering writing on the African continent 
for the first time. A rule-breaker full of wry satire and piercing wisdom, this collection includes many 
of Binyavanga's most critically acclaimed pieces, including the viral satirical sensation How to Write 
About Africa. Writing fearlessly across a range of topics - from politics to international aid, cultural 
heritage and redefining sexuality, this is a remarkable illustration of a writer at the height of his power. 
FEATURING AN INTRODUCTION BY HIS LONG-TIME FRIEND CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE

How to Write About Africa
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From one of Africa’s most influential and eloquent essayists, a posthumous collection that highlights 
his biting satire and subversive wisdom on topics from travel to cultural identity to sexuality “A fierce 
literary talent . . . [Wainaina] shines a light on his continent without cliche�.”—The Guardian “Africa is the 
only continent you can love—take advantage of this. . . . Africa is to be pitied, worshipped, or dominated. 
Whichever angle you take, be sure to leave the strong impression that without your intervention and your 
important book, Africa is doomed.” Binyavanga Wainaina was a pioneering voice in African literature, an 
award-winning memoirist and essayist remembered as one of the greatest chroniclers of contemporary 
African life. This groundbreaking collection brings together, for the first time, Wainaina’s pioneering 
writing on the African continent, including many of his most critically acclaimed pieces, such as the 
viral satirical sensation “How to Write About Africa.” Working fearlessly across a range of topics—from 
politics to international aid, cultural heritage, and redefined sexuality—he describes the modern world 
with sensual, emotional, and psychological detail, giving us a full-color view of his home country and 
continent. These works present the portrait of a giant in African literature who left a tremendous legacy.

How to Write About Africa

'Fee writes with stunning honesty ... utterly breathtaking' - Bustle A beautiful memoir from an exciting 
young writer, Meg Fee, on finding her way in New York City. Full of the dramas and quiet moments that 
make up a life, told with humour, heart, and hope. In Places I Stopped on the Way Home, Meg Fee plots 
a decade of her life in New York City – from falling in love at the Lincoln Center to escaping the roommate 
(and bedbugs) from hell on Thompson Street, chasing false promises on 66th Street and the wrong 
men everywhere, and finding true friendships over glasses of wine in Harlem and Greenwich Village. 
Weaving together her joys and sorrows, expectations and uncertainties, aspirations and realities, the 
result is an exhilarating collection of essays about love and friendship, failure and suffering, and above 
all hope. Join Meg on her heart-wrenching journey, as she cuts the difficult path to finding herself and 
finding home.

Places I Stopped on the Way Home

This third edition of stories from the Caine Prize for African Writing includes works by writers from 
Nigeria, Kenya, Zimbabwe and South Africa, most of whom have never before been published.

Discovering Home

An esteemed memoirist and one of the great editors in British publishing examines aging with the grace 
of Elegy for Iris and the wry irreverence of I Feel Bad About My Neck.

Somewhere Towards the End

Find out what books and films influenced the young writer, his first idea for a story and the true 
life tale that inspired CARRIE. For the first time, here's an intimate autobiographical portrait of his 
home life, his family and his traumatic recent accident. Citing examples of his work and those of his 
contemporaries, King gives an excellent masterclass on writing - how to use the tools of the trade 
from building characters to pace and plotting as well as practical advice on presentation. And King tells 
readers how he got to be a No. 1 bestseller for a quarter of a century with fascinating descriptions of 
his own process, the origins and development of, e.g. CARRIE and MISERY.

On Writing

A triumphant tale of a young woman and her difficult childhood, The Glass Castle is a remarkable 
memoir of resilience, redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and 
wonderfully vibrant. Jeannette Walls was the second of four children raised by anti-institutional parents 
in a household of extremes.

The Glass Castle

Following and keeping close to the great tradition set by its three predecessors, Kwani? 4 presents a 
wail of new voices in literary concert with the not so new. The now established talents- Binyavanga 
Wainaina, Muthoni Garland, Doreen Baingana- share these pages with the fast risers: Billy Kahora, 
Mukoma wa Ngugi and Shalini Gidoomal. And Kwani? 4 has delved deeper into the all those spaces 
where the Kenyan story lives: the street corners, the neighbourhood pubs, the in-between semi rural 
places where the clash of cultures- the traditional versus the modern- continues to redefine the social 



roles of the individual, dismantle patriarchal constructs and still retain the pithy wit and the devices of 
ancient orature that time and the ritual of the communal fireside have honed. Still, as though in ridicule of 
such notions of Africa as being the continent on the lee side of the Digital Divide, Kwani? 4 reaches into 
the burgeoning realms of the Kenyan blogosphere to bring such politically aware, borderline intellectual 
and only-two-degrees-shy-of-rebellious voices bringing a fresh look at the old themes of politics, slices 
of life and religion and placing them alongside such taboo subjects as sex beyond the hetero-normative 
ideal. Kwani? 4 is established in Africa as the space for cutting-edge new fiction, mind provoking non 
fiction and photo-essays and witty graphic narratives.

Kwani?

Literary legend James A. Michener was “a Renaissance man, adventurous, inquisitive, unpretentious 
and unassuming, with an encyclopedic mind and a generous heart” (The New York Times Book 
Review). In this exceptional memoir, the man himself tells the story of his remarkable life and describes 
the people, events, and ideas that shaped it. Moving backward and forward across time, he writes about 
the many strands of his experience: his passion for travel; his lifelong infatuation with literature, music, 
and painting; his adventures in politics; and the hard work, headaches, and rewards of the writing 
life. Here at last is the real James Michener: plainspoken, wise, and enormously sympathetic, a man 
who could truly say, “The world is my home.” BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from James 
A. Michener's Hawaii. Praise for The World Is My Home “Michener’s own life makes one of his most 
engaging tales—a classic American success story.”—Entertainment Weekly “The Michener saga is as 
full of twists as any of his monumental works. . . . His output, his political interests, his patriotic service, 
his diligence, and the breadth of his readership are matched only by the great nineteenth-century 
writers whose works he devoured as he grew up—Dickens, Balzac, Mark Twain.”—Chicago Tribune 
“There are splendid yarns about [Michener’s] wartime doings in the South Pacific. There are hilarious 
cautionary tales about his service on government commissions. There are wonderful inside stories from 
the publishing business. And always there is Michener himself—analyzing his own character, assessing 
himself as a writer, chronicling his intellectual life, giving advice to young writers.”—The Plain Dealer 
“A sweepingly interesting life . . . Whether he’s having an epiphany over a campout in New Guinea 
with head-hunting cannibals or getting politically charged by the melodrama of great opera, James A. 
Michener’s world is a place and a time worth reading about.”—The Christian Science Monitor

The World Is My Home

In 1960s Bristol, a family is overshadowed by tragedy While Susan, a typically feisty seven-year-old, is 
busy being brave, her mother, Eddress, is struggling for courage. Though bound by an indestructible 
love, their journey through a world that is darkening with tragedy is fraught with the kind of misunder-
standings that bring as much laughter as pain, and as many dreams as nightmares. How does a child 
cope when faced with a wall of adult secrets? What does a mother do when her biggest fear starts to 
become a reality? Because it's the Sixties, and because it's shameful to own up to feelings, Eddress 
tries to deny the truth, while Susan creates a world that will never allow her mother to leave. Set in a 
world where a fridge is a luxury, cars have starting handles, and where bingo and coupons bring in the 
little extras, Just One More Day is a deeply moving true-life account, told by mother and daughter, of 
how the spectre of death moved into their family, and how hard they tried to pretend it wasn't there.

Just One More Day

An extraordinary "practical resource for beginners" looking to write their own memoir—�now new and 
revised (Kirkus Reviews)! The greatest story you could write is one you've experienced yourself. 
Knowing where to start is the hardest part, but it just got a little easier with this essential guidebook 
for anyone wanting to write a memoir. Did you know that the #1 thing that baby boomers want to do 
in retirement is write a book—about themselves? It's not that every person has lived such a unique or 
dramatic life, but we inherently understand that writing a memoir—whether it's a book, blog, or just a 
letter to a child—is the single greatest path to self-examination. Through the use of disarmingly frank, 
but wildly fun tactics that offer you simple and effective guidelines that work, you can stop treading water 
in writing exercises or hiding behind writer's block. Previously self-published under the title, Writing 
What You Know: Raelia, this book has found an enthusiastic audience that now writes with intent.

The Memoir Project



** SUNDAY TIMES NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER** 'Rattling. Heartbreaking. Beautiful.' Atul Gawande, 
bestselling author of Being Mortal What makes life worth living in the face of death? At the age 
of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade's training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was 
diagnosed with inoperable lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, the next he was a 
patient struggling to live. When Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's transformation from a medical 
student asking what makes a virtuous and meaningful life into a neurosurgeon working in the core of 
human identity - the brain - and finally into a patient and a new father. Paul Kalanithi died while working 
on this profoundly moving book, yet his words live on as a guide to us all. When Breath Becomes Air 
is a life-affirming reflection on facing our mortality and on the relationship between doctor and patient, 
from a gifted writer who became both. 'A vital book about dying. Awe-inspiring and exquisite. Obligatory 
reading for the living' Nigella Lawson

When Breath Becomes Air

The candid, behind-the-scenes memoir of the of the Senate Majority Leader and GOP veteran. In 
October 1984, a hard-charging Kentucky politician waited excitedly for President Ronald Reagan to 
arrive at a presidential rally in Louisville. In the midst of a tough Senate campaign against an incumbent 
Democrat, the young Republican hoped Reagan’s endorsement would give a much-needed boost to 
his insurgent campaign. He even had a camera crew ready to capture the president’s words for a TV 
commercial he planned to air during the campaign’s final stretch. Alas, when Reagan finally stepped 
to the microphone, he smiled for the crowd and declared: “I’m happy to be here with my good friend, 
Mitch O’Donnell.” That was hardly Mitch McConnell’s first setback, and far from his last. He swallowed 
hard, put his head down, and kept going. Four weeks later, in the biggest upset of the year, his dream 
of being a US senator came true—by a margin of about one vote per precinct. By persevering, he’d be 
the only Republican in the country to beat an incumbent Democratic US senator. McConnell learned 
patience and fortitude during his post–World War II youth in Alabama. His mother helped him beat 
polio by leading him through long, aching exer­cises every day for two years. His father taught him the
 importance of standing up to bullies, even if it meant tak­ing the occasional punch. It turned out to be th
e perfect childhood for a future Senate majority leader. “In the line of work I would choose, compromis
e is key, but I’d come to find that certain times required me to invoke the fight­ing spirit both of my paren
ts instilled in me.” For more than three decades, McConnell has worked steadily to advance conservati
ve values, including limited government, indi­vidual liberty, fiscal prudence, and a strong national defen
se. But he has always cared much more about moving the ball forward than about who gets the cred
it. Now McConnell reveals what he really thinks about the rivalry between the Senate and the House; 
the players and the stakes involved when a group of political oppor­tunists tried to hijack the Tea P
arty movement; and key figures such as Barack Obama, Joe Biden, and Harry Reid. He explains the 
real causes of the chronic gridlock that has so many vot­ers enraged, his ongoing efforts to restore t
he US Senate’s indispensable dual role as a brake on excess and a tool for national consensus, and
 what ordinary citizens have a right to expect from Washi

The Long Game

Em "Um dia vou escrever sobre este lugar\

Um dia vou escrever sobre este lugar

INTRODUCED BY JAN MORRIS '[This] gloriously ornate account of that epic journey is a classic' 
ROBERT MACFARLANE 'The feeling of being lost in time and geography with months and years hazily 
sparkling ahead is a prospect of inconjecturable magic.' In 1933, aged eighteen, Patrick Leigh Fermor 
set out on his 'great trudge', a year-long journey by foot from the Hook of Holland to Istanbul. Three 
decades later he wrote A Time of Gifts, the sparklingly original account of the first part of this youthful 
adventure, which took him through the Low Countries, up the Rhine, through Germany, down the 
Danube, through Austria and Czechoslovakia, and as far as Hungary. Alone, carrying only a rucksack 
and with a small allowance of only a pound a week, Fermor had planned to sleep rough - to live 'like a 
tramp, a pilgrim, or a wandering scholar' - but a chance introduction in Bavaria led to comfortable stays 
in castles, and provided a glimpse of the old Europe of princes and peasants. Hailed as a masterpiece, 
A Time of Gifts is in part a coming-of-age memoir, but it is also a rich and compelling portrait of a 
continent that - despite its resplendent domes and monasteries, its great rivers and grand cities - was 
soon to be swept away by war, modernisation and profound social change. 'Not only is this journey 
one of physical adventure but of cultural awakening. Architecture, art, genealogy, quirks of history and 



language are all devoured -- and here passed on -- with a gusto uniquely his' COLIN THUBRON, 
SUNDAY TIMES 'One of the most romantic books of the twentieth century, Patrick Leigh Fermor's 
account of a long walk across Europe is also a literary treasure, a rich blend of action and observation' 
GUARDIAN

A Time of Gifts

A wildly original and humorous account of growing up as an Indian woman. Unladylike is a memoir that 
spans four decades of the author's life. From stories about a childhood spent wishing she could change 
everything about her life (including her parents), to her chronically delayed puberty, and the self-esteem 
issues that accompany a flat chest, Vaz doesn't pull any punches. She takes us through her college 
years, where under the vigilance of Catholic nuns she grappled with a major decision-to have or not 
have pre-marital sex as well as the discovery that the female body is capable of some very strange 
sounds at very inappropriate times. Out of respect for various ex-boyfriends, she will dwell on just one 
man-her wheat-eating, milk-drinking Jat husband. From their extra-long courtship (that he didn't tell his 
mother about), to their wedding day and beyond, there are lessons for every girl who has ever thought 
'one day I'd like to be married'. The lesson is: 'Don't say you weren't warned

Unladylike

John McGahern's astounding memoir of his childhood: 'A glowing masterpiece.' Hilary Mantel 'The one 
Irish writer everyone should read.' Colm Tóibín As wise and compelling a book as any of his elegiac and 
graceful novels.' David Mitchell 'I have admired, even loved, McGahern's work since his first novel ... 
Memoir strips the skin off his fiction as he faces a desperate early life with great force and tenderness.' 
Melvyn Bragg This is the story of John McGahern's childhood, his mother's death, his father's anger 
and violence, and how, through his discovery of books, his dream of becoming a writer began. At the 
heart of Memoir is a son's unembarrassed tribute to his mother. His memory of walks with her through 
the narrow lanes to the country schools where she taught and his happiness as she named for him 
the wild flowers on the bank remained conscious and unconscious presences for the rest of his life. A 
classic family story, told with exceptional restraint and tenderness, Memoir cannot fail to move all those 
who read it. 'Magnificent ... Stand[s] supreme in the Irish canon.' Irish Times 'Profoundly beautiful.' Daily 
Telegraph 'Extraordinary, spellbinding, spiritual.' Irish Independent ' 'In a tremendously distinguished 
career, he has never written more movingly, or with a sharper eye.' Andrew Motion, Guardian

Memoir

On Late Style was the final published work of Edward Said, author of Orientalism and one of the most 
important cultural critics of the post-war era. Said explores the works of artists in their twilight years 
and find that these works are often rebellious rather than conservative, prophetic not nostalgic and 
creatively restless far more than they are complacent. Deftly ranging across literature, music, art and 
film and the works of such artists as Euripides, Beethoven, Mozart, Genet and Mann, On Late Style 
is a dazzling display from one of the great critics of the 20th century. The book includes a foreword by 
Mariam C. Said and an introduction by Michael Wood.

On Late Style

A powerful memoir from the Saturday Night Live cast member Cecily Strong about grieving the death of 
her cousin—and embracing the life-affirming lessons he taught her—amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
Cecily Strong had a special bond with her cousin Owen. And so she was devastated when, in early 
2020, he passed away at age thirty from the brain cancer glioblastoma. Before Strong could attempt to 
process her grief, another tragedy struck: the coronavirus pandemic. Following a few harrowing weeks 
in the virus epicenter of New York City, Strong relocated to an isolated house in the woods upstate. Here, 
trying to make sense of Owen’s death and the upended world, she spent much of the ensuing months 
writing. The result is This Will All Be Over Soon—a raw, unflinching memoir about loss, love, laughter, 
and hope. Befitting the time-warped year of 2020, the diary-like approach deftly weaves together the 
present and the past. Strong chronicles the challenges of beginning a relationship during the pandemic 
and the fear when her new boyfriend contracts COVID. She describes the pain of losing her friend and 
longtime Saturday Night Live staff member Hal Willner to the virus. She reflects on formative events 
from her life, including how her high school expulsion led to her pursuing a career in theater and, years 
later, landing at SNL. Yet the heart of the book is Owen. Strong offers a poignant account of her cousin’s 
life, both before and after his diagnosis. Inspired by his unshakable positivity and the valuable lessons 



he taught her, she has written a book that—as indicated by its title—serves as a moving reminder: 
whatever challenges life might throw one’s way, they will be over soon. And so will life. So make sure 
to appreciate every day and don’t take a second of it for granted.

This Will All Be Over Soon

Explore the diverse cultural and historical legacy of the world's greatest writers, artists and composers 
on foot. This unique trans-continental culture trip around the world presents a series of inspiring walks, 
treks, and hikes that vary between easy one-hour strolls, half day trails, and multi-day expeditions for 
people who love a walking holiday and are looking for a more immersive experience. The book includes 
walks in easy to reach countryside areas, national parks, the wild, and the great cities of the world. 
From an urban Street Art Walking Tour of East London to a traverse through the Georgian melting pot 
city of Tbilisi to a literary-themed Millennium Tour of Stieg Larsson’s Stockholm, Discover the World in 
500 Walks with Writers, Artists & Musicians has all the inspiration and information you need to plan 
your next walking adventure.

500 Walks with Writers, Artists and Musicians

Longlisted for the 2019 Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-Fiction The destiny I put down in my novel has 
become mine. I am now under arrest like the hero I created years ago. I await the decision that will 
determine my future, just as he awaited his. I am unaware of my destiny, which has perhaps already 
been decided, just as he was unaware of his. I suffer the pathetic torment of profound helplessness, just 
as he did. Like a cursed oracle, I foresaw my future years ago not knowing that it was my own. Confined 
in a cell four metres long, imprisoned on absurd, Kafkaesque charges, novelist Ahmet Altan is one of 
many writers persecuted by Recep Tayyip Erdogan's oppressive regime. In this extraordinary memoir, 
written from his prison cell, Altan reflects upon his sentence, on a life whittled down to a courtyard 
covered by bars, and on the hope and solace a writer's mind can provide, even in the darkest places.

I Will Never See the World Again

Both very funny and as propulsive as a thriller . . . impossible to put down' RACHEL COOKE, Observer 
'The kind of book you will find yourself saying urgently, over and over, to friends: 'Have you read it?' 
CAITLIN MORAN 'Gripping, funny and always honest' DAVID NICHOLLS 'Extraordinary . . . utterly 
compelling and so honestly told' NIGELLA LAWSON 'Truly breathtaking. I could not have loved it 
more' CAREY MULLIGAN ________________________ An ordinary day. The end of ordinary life. One 
morning in June, Abi had her to-do list - drop the kids to school, get coffee and go to work. Jacob had 
a bad headache so she added 'pick up steroids'. She returned home and found the man she loved and 
fought and laughed with for twenty years lying on the bathroom floor. And nothing would ever be the 
same again. But this is not a pity memoir. It's about meeting your person. And crazed late night Google 
trawls. It's about the things you wished you'd said to the person that matters then wildly over-sharing 
with the barista who doesn't know you at all. It's about sushi and the wrong shoes and the moments 
you want to shout 'cut'. It's about the silence when you are lost in space and the importance of family 
and parties and noise. It's the difference between surviving and living. It's a reminder that, even in the 
worst times, there is light ahead. It's a love story.

This is Not a Pity Memoir

#1 NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER • One of 
the most acclaimed books of our time: an unforgettable memoir about a young woman who, kept 
out of school, leaves her survivalist family and goes on to earn a PhD from Cambridge University 
“Extraordinary . . . an act of courage and self-invention.”—The New York Times NAMED ONE OF 
THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW • ONE OF 
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF THE YEAR • BILL GATES’S HOLIDAY 
READING LIST • FINALIST: National Book Critics Circle’s Award In Autobiography and John Leonard 
Prize For Best First Book • PEN/Jean Stein Book Award • Los Angeles Times Book Prize Born to 
survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a 
classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the 
children received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became 
violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her 
quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to 
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. 



“Beautiful and propulsive . . . Despite the singularity of [Westover’s] childhood, the questions her book 
poses are universal: How much of ourselves should we give to those we love? And how much must we 
betray them to grow up?”—Vogue ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington Post, 
O: The Oprah Magazine, Time, NPR, Good Morning America, San Francisco Chronicle, The Guardian, 
The Economist, Financial Times, Newsday, New York Post, theSkimm, Refinery29, Bloomberg, Self, 
Real Simple, Town & Country, Bustle, Paste, Publishers Weekly, Library Journal, LibraryReads, Book 
Riot, Pamela Paul, KQED, New York Public Library

Educated

George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this aim shaped the 
future of English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form a new vocabulary 
that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm are amongst the 
most popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s essays seeks to bring 
a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership. In Why I Write, the first 
in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell describes his journey to becoming a writer, and his movement 
from writing poems to short stories to the essays, fiction and non-fiction we remember him for. He also 
discusses what he sees as the ‘four great motives for writing’ – ‘sheer egoism’, ‘aesthetic enthusiasm’, 
‘historical impulse’ and ‘political purpose’ – and considers the importance of keeping these in balance. 
Why I Write is a unique opportunity to look into Orwell’s mind, and it grants the reader an entirely 
different vantage point from which to consider the rest of the great writer’s oeuvre. 'A writer who can – 
and must – be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times

Why I Write

WINNER OF THE 2022 NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE Shortlisted for the 2019 Man Booker Inter-
national Prize Considered by many to be the iconic French memoirist's defining work and a breakout 
bestseller when published in France in 2008 The Years is a personal narrative of the period 1941 
to 2006 told through the lens of memory, impressions past and present—even projections into the 
future—photos, books, songs, radio, television and decades of advertising, headlines, contrasted with 
intimate conflicts and writing notes from 6 decades of diaries. Local dialect, words of the times, slogans, 
brands and names for the ever-proliferating objects, are given voice here. The voice we recognize 
as the author's continually dissolves and re-emerges. Ernaux makes the passage of time palpable. 
Time itself, inexorable, narrates its own course, consigning all other narrators to anonymity. A new 
kind of autobiography emerges, at once subjective and impersonal, private and collective. On its 2008 
publication in France, The Years came as a surprise. Though Ernaux had for years been hailed as 
a beloved, bestselling and award-winning author, The Years was in many ways a departure: both an 
intimate memoir "written" by entire generations, and a story of generations telling a very personal story. 
Like the generation before hers, the narrator eschews the "I" for the "we" (or "they\

Habari ya English? What about Kiswahili?

New York Times bestselling author of Labor Day With a New Preface When it was first published in 1998, 
At Home in the World set off a furor in the literary world and beyond. Joyce Maynard's memoir broke a 
silence concerning her relationship—at age eighteen—with J.D. Salinger, the famously reclusive author 
of The Catcher in the Rye, then age fifty-three, who had read a story she wrote for The New York Times 
in her freshman year of college and sent her a letter that changed her life. Reviewers called her book 
"shameless" and "powerful" and its author was simultaneously reviled and cheered. With what some 
have viewed as shocking honesty, Maynard explores her coming of age in an alcoholic family, her 
mother's dream to mold her into a writer, her self-imposed exile from the world of her peers when she 
left Yale to live with Salinger, and her struggle to reclaim her sense of self in the crushing aftermath of 
his dismissal of her not long after her nineteenth birthday. A quarter of a century later—having become 
a writer, survived the end of her marriage and the deaths of her parents, and with an eighteen-year-old 
daughter of her own—Maynard pays a visit to the man who broke her heart. The story she tells—of the 
girl she was and the woman she became—is at once devastating, inspiring, and triumphant.

The Years

Winner of The Saroyan International Prize for Writing, the John Burroughs Medal, and the National Out-
door Book Award in Natural History Literature “Brilliant.” —The New York Review of Books “Exquisite.” 
—The Huffington Post “Magical.” —Minneapolis Star Tribune In a work that beautifully demonstrates the 



rewards of closely observing nature, Elisabeth Tova Bailey shares an inspiring and intimate story of her 
encounter with a Neohelix albolabris—a common woodland snail. While an illness keeps her bedridden, 
Bailey watches a wild snail that has taken up residence on her nightstand. As a result, she discovers the 
solace and sense of wonder that this mysterious creature brings and comes to a greater understanding 
of her own place in the world. Intrigued by the snail’s molluscan anatomy, cryptic defenses, clear 
decision making, hydraulic locomotion, and courtship activities, Bailey becomes an astute and amused 
observer, offering a candid and engaging look into the curious life of this underappreciated small animal. 
The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating is a remarkable journey of survival and resilience, showing us how a 
small part of the natural world can illuminate our own human existence, while providing an appreciation 
of what it means to be fully alive.

At Home in the World

Born into a devoutly Maoist family in 1950s Shanghai and forced to work on a communal farm from the 
age of seventeen, Anchee Min found herself in an alienating and hostile political climate, where her only 
friendships were perilous and intense. Both candid and touching, this compelling memoir documents 
her isolation and illicit love against the backdrop of China's Cultural Revolution. From her coming of age 
in the Red Guard to her recruitment into Madame Mao's burgeoning industry of propaganda movies, 
Red Azalea explores the secret sensuality of a repressive society with elegance and honesty.

The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating

An extraordinary memoir of transition and transgender politics and culture “Six weeks before sex 
reassignment surgery (SRS), I am obliged to stop taking my hormones. I suddenly feel very differently 
about my forthcoming operation.” In July 2012, aged thirty, Juliet Jacques underwent sex reassignment 
surgery—a process she chronicled with unflinching honesty in a serialised national newspaper column. 
Trans tells of her life to the present moment: a story of growing up, of defining yourself, and of the 
rapidly changing world of gender politics. Fresh from university, eager to escape a dead-end job, she 
launches a career as a writer in a publishing culture dominated by London cliques and still figuring out 
the impact of the Internet. She navigates the treacherous waters of a world where, even in the liberal 
and feminist media, transgender identities go unacknowledged, misunderstood or worse. Yet through 
art, film, music, politics and football, Jacques starts to become the person she had only imagined, and 
begins the process of transition. Interweaving the personal with the political, her memoir is a powerful 
exploration of debates that comprise trans politics, issues which promise to redefine our understanding 
of what it means to be alive. Revealing, honest, humorous, and self-deprecating, Trans includes an 
epilogue with Sheila Heti, author of How Should a Person Be?, in which Jacques and Heti discuss the 
cruxes of writing and identity.

Red Azalea

This is Tony Blair's own account of his political life, his rise to power, his life on the world stage, and the 
clashes, controversies and triumphs of one of the most successful political careers of modern times.

Trans

Shape of a Boy is a hilarious memoir of one family's travels across the world, filled with funny anecdotes 
from exotic locations.

A Journey

Life was not easy growing up in rural Ireland in the 70's. Young J.P. Sexton was to find this out the hard 
way. The author's first job was as a smuggler along the Donegal/Derry border. The memoir introduces 
the reader to a host of eclectic, if not downright insane family characters, spearheaded by his father - 
The Big Yank.

Shape of a Boy

The fast and easy way to write your memoir Memoir writing is a growing phenomenon, and not just 
bycelebrities and politicians. Everyone has a story to tell, andMemoir Writing For Dummies provides 
hopeful writers with thetools they need to share their life stories with the world andbecome published 
authors. With easy-to-follow, step-by-step instructions—along withhelpful tips and advice on how to 
get published—MemoirWriting For Dummies shows you how to put pen to paper and honethe craft 



of writing a truly compelling memoir. You'll get adviceon how to explore your memories, map out your 
story, perfect yourplot, setting, character, and dialogue, and so much more. Includes tips on getting 
over writer's block Guides you through every step of the writing and editingprocesses Covers the best 
ways to market a finished memoir Packed with proven tips and writing tricks of the trade,Memoir Writing 
For Dummies gives you everything you need toensure your life story is never forgotten.

The Big Yank

'If you're interested in Dublin, or if you're interested in the novelist John Banville, or if you're interested 
in radiantly superb sentences about whatever - I'm all three - then Time Pieces: A Dublin Memoir is a 
book you'll not be able to put down' The Guardian 'A trove of arresting imagery, from the lushly poetic 
to the luridly absurd ... utterly delightful' Irish Times 'Delicious ... Banville's soarings, like a hawk's, are 
both wild and comprehensive, taking in everything and imagining more' New York Times For the young 
John Banville, Dublin was a place of enchantment and yearning. Each year, on his birthday - the 8th 
of December, Feast of the Immaculate Conception - he and his mother would journey by train to the 
capital city, passing frosted pink fields at dawn, to arrive at Westland Row and the beginning of a day's 
adventures that included much-anticipated trips to Clery's and the Palm Beach ice-cream parlour. The 
aspiring writer first came to live in the city when he was eighteen. In a once grand but now dilapidated 
flat in Upper Mount Street, he wrote and dreamed and hoped. It was a cold time, for society and for the 
individual - one the writer would later explore through the famed Benjamin Black protagonist Quirke - 
but underneath the seeming permafrost a thaw was setting in, and Ireland was beginning to change. 
Alternating between vignettes of Banville's own past, and present-day historical explorations of the city, 
Time Pieces is a vivid evocation of childhood and memory - that 'bright abyss' in which 'time's alchemy 
works' - and a tender and powerful ode to a formative time and place for the artist as a young man. 
Accompanied by images of the city by photographer Paul Joyce.

Memoir Writing For Dummies

While we owe much to twentieth and twenty-first century researchers’ careful studies of children’s 
linguistic and dramatic play, authors of literature, especially children’s literature, have matched and 
even anticipated these researchers in revealing play’s power—authors well aware of the way children 
use play to experiment with their position in the world. This volume explores the work of authors of 
literature as well as film, both those who write for children and those who use children as their central 
characters, who explore the empowering and subversive potentials of children at play. Play gives 
children imaginative agency over limited lives and allows for experimentation with established social 
roles; play’s disruptive potential also may prove dangerous not only for children but for the society that 
restricts them.

Time Pieces

Musa Okwonga – a young Black man who grew up in a predominantly working-class town – was not 
your typical Eton College student. The experience moulded him, challenged him... but also made him 
wonder why a place that was so good for him also seems to contribute to the harm being done to the 
UK. The more he searched, the more evident the connection became between one of Britain’s most 
prestigious institutions and the genesis of Brexit, and between his home town in the suburbs of Greater 
London and the rise of the far right. Woven throughout this deeply personal and unflinching memoir 
of Musa’s five years at Eton in the 1990s is a present-day narrative which engages with much wider 
questions about pressing social and political issues: privilege, the distribution of wealth, the rise of the 
far right in the UK, systemic racism, the ‘boys’ club’ of government and the power of the few to control 
the fate of the many. One of Them is both an intimate account and a timely exploration of race and 
class in modern Britain.

Children’s Play in Literature

LONGLISTED for the NATIONAL BOOK AWARD A “blistering yet tender” (Publishers Weekly) memoir 
that chronicles one chef’s journey from foraging on her family’s Midwestern farm to running her own 
Michelin-starred restaurant and finding her place in the world. Iliana Regan grew up the youngest 
of four headstrong girls on a small farm in Indiana. While gathering raspberries as a toddler, Regan 
learned to only pick the ripe fruit. In the nearby fields, the orange flutes of chanterelle mushrooms 
beckoned her while they eluded others. Regan’s profound connection with food and the earth began in 
childhood, but connecting with people was more difficult. She grew up gay in an intolerant community, 



was an alcoholic before she turned twenty, and struggled to find her voice as a woman working in 
an industry dominated by men. But food helped her navigate the world around her—learning to cook 
in her childhood home, getting her first restaurant job at age fifteen, teaching herself cutting-edge 
cuisine while hosting an underground supper club, and working her way from front-of-house staff 
to running her own kitchen. Regan’s culinary talent is based on instinct, memory, and an almost 
otherworldly connection to ingredients, and her writing comes from the same place. Raw, filled with 
startling imagery and told with uncommon emotional power, Burn the Place takes us from Regan’s 
childhood farmhouse kitchen to the country’s most elite restaurants in a galvanizing tale that is entirely 
original, and unforgettable.

One of Them

Burn the Place
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