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Explore the pivotal role of lawyers in the rise of Western political liberalism across Europe and 
North America from the 18th century onwards. This study delves into how legal professionals shaped 
political discourse, influenced legal reforms, and contributed significantly to the development of liberal 
ideologies and governance structures in the Western world. Discover the intricate connections between 
legal practice, political thought, and the evolution of modern political systems.
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Lawyers and the Rise of Western Political Liberalism

This new volume originated in a collective project aimed at developing an alternative theoretical 
approach to the market monopoly theory that currently dominates studies of the legal professions. In 
contrast to theories linking the rise of professionalism to the development of economic liberalism, this 
book advances a political theory of lawyers' collective action. The contributors focus on areas where 
the engagement of lawyers has shaped the core of liberal politics; these papers can only enrich our 
understanding of the political importance of lawyers.

Lawyers in Conflict and Transition

Studies what lawyers do in challenging contexts of conflict, authoritarianism, and the transition from 
violence.

Growth and Survival

Bridging disparate literatures on courts and the legal profession in China, Jonathan J. Kinkel introduces 
an innovative cross-disciplinary framework to understand the reality of Chinese politics and society. 
Fusing a variety of perspectives from social ecology, historical institutionalism, and empirical legal 
studies, Kinkel contextualises patterns of court reform within China's rapid economic and social trans-
formations. This book's extensive case studies emphasise the dynamic expansion of the legal system in 
the post-Mao reform period and demonstrate that law firm growth in large cities, especially in the early 
twenty-first century, pressured courts at the local and national levels to enhance judicial autonomy. 
Advancing debates on the multiplicity of political-legal regimes, this book offers a comprehensive, 
empirical account of how reforms in both the public and private arenas can interact and operate 
alongside one another.
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Developing Professional Practice in Health and Social Care

Addressing the changing world of professionalism, this text combines theory, research and practice, 
using real case studies, to investigate the process of becoming professional. Mapping the journey from 
allied or associate practitioner positions through qualifying and into advanced practitioner status, it 
is a valuable companion for health and social care, social work and allied health students from the 
beginning of their studies. Developing Professional Practice in Health and Social Care is an accessible 
text, including case studies, reflective exercises and activities, chapter aims and summaries and further 
reading boxes throughout. It covers: the context for professional practice, including historical perspec-
tives, policy and discussion of relevant competencies and frameworks the concept of professionalism, 
exploring what it means to be a professional values and ethics underpinning professional practice 
professional identity development, including formation and changes in identity professional practice 
in complex environments, paying particular attention to working in organisations becoming a critical 
and globally aware practitioner the role of evidence and knowledge in professional practice working 
with supervision. Maintaining a strong focus on the ethical dimensions of professional practice, this 
text emphasises how health and social care practitioners can contribute to social justice and challenge 
social exclusion.

Lawyers in Early Modern Europe and America

First published in 1981, Lawyers in Early Modern Europe and America aims to present a convenient 
conspectus on the legal professions in early modern Europe, Scotland, France Spain and Colonial 
America, and to provide a comparative perspective on the place of the legal profession in Western 
societies before the Industrial Revolution. The main themes covered by each contributor are: the 
status, number and vocational functions of the different classes or groups or lawyers; their social 
origins; education and career patterns; relations between lawyers and clients, other occupations 
and status-groups and the state; the extent of legal ‘professionalisation’ and the role of lawyers as 
‘modernisers’ in cultural, economic, political and social terms. This book will be of interest to students 
of history, law and political science.

English Lawyers Between Market and State

During the 1990s, reforms in the English legal profession transformed traditions, over the vigorous 
objections of the judiciary, Bar, and Law Society. This book mines that tumultuous period for insights 
into the prospects of professionalism in the 21st century.

Special Issue: Social Movements/Legal Possibilities

Social movements provide the engine of legal change and law itself spurs social movement activity. 
This issue includes articles on social movements in several different nations, including France, South 
Africa and Canada, asking us to consider the way context is reflected in movement activities.

Research Methods in Human Rights

Methodological discussion has largely been neglected in human rights research, with legal scholars 
in particular tending to address research methods and methodological reflection implicitly rather than 
explicitly. This book advances thinking on human rights methodology, offering instruction and guidance 
on the methodological options for human rights research.



Building the State: Architecture, Politics, and State Formation in Postwar Central Europe

The built environment of former socialist countries is often deemed uniform and drab, an apt reflection of 
a repressive regime. Building the State peeks behind the grey façade to reveal a colourful struggle over 
competing meanings of the nation, Europe, modernity and the past in a divided continent. Examining 
how social change is closely intertwined with transformations of the built environment, this volume 
focuses on the relationship between architecture and state politics in postwar Central Europe using 
examples from Hungary and Germany. Built around four case studies, the book traces how architecture 
was politically mobilized in the service of social change, first in socialist modernization programs and 
then in the postsocialist transition. Building the State does not only offer a comprehensive survey of 
the diverse political uses of architecture in postwar Central Europe but is the first book to explore how 
transformations of the built environment can offer a lens into broader processes of state formation and 
social change.

The Limits of the Legal Complex

Spanning two centuries and five Nordic countries, this book questions the view that political lawyers 
are required for the development of a liberal political regime. It combines cross-disciplinary theory and 
careful empirical case studies by country experts whose regional insights are brought to bear on wider 
global contexts. The theory of the legal complex posits that lawyers will not simply mobilize collectively 
for material self-interest; instead they will organize and struggle for the limited goal of political liberalism. 
Constituted by a moderate state, core civil rights, and civil society freedoms, political liberalism is 
presented as a discrete but professionally valued good to which all lawyers can lend their support. 
Leading scholars claim that when one finds struggles against political repression, politics of the Legal 
Complex are frequently part of that struggle. One glaring omission in this research program is the Nordic 
region. This insightful volume provides a comprehensive account of the history and politics of lawyers 
of the last 200 years in the Nordic countries: Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland. Topping 
most global indexes of core civil rights, these states have been found to contain few to no visible legal 
complexes. Where previous studies have characterized lawyers as stewards and guardians of the law 
that seek to preserve its semi-autonomous nature, these legal complexes have emerged in a manner 
that challenges the standard narrative. This book offers rational choice and structuralist explanations 
for why and when lawyers mobilise collectively for political liberalism. In each country analysis, authors 
place lawyers in nineteenth century state transformation and emerging constitutionalism, followed by 
expanding democracy and the welfare state, the challenge of fascism and world war, the tensions of the 
Cold War, and the latter-day rights revolutions. These analyses are complemented by a comprehensive 
comparative introduction, and a concluding reflection on how the theory of the legal complex might be 
recast, making The Limits of the Legal Complex an invaluable resource for scholars and practitioners 
alike.

Cause Lawyering and the State in a Global Era

This volume brings together contextually sensitive, cross-cultural, and comparative research that 
analyzes the ways in which cause lawyering is influencing, and being influenced by, the disaggregation 
of state power associated with democratization and globalization.

Lawyers and Vampires

Analyses aspects of the cultural history of the legal profession in England, Canada, Australia, France, 
Germany, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland, Norway and Finland. It examines ways in which lawyers were 
imaginatively and institutionally constructed, and their larger cultural significance.

Global Perspectives on the Rule of Law

Global Perspectives on the Rule of Law is a collection of original research on the rule of law from a panel 
of leading economists, political scientists, legal scholars, sociologists and historians. The chapters 
critically analyze the meaning and foundations of the rule of law and its relationship to economic and 
democratic development, challenging many of the underlying assumptions guiding the burgeoning field 
of rule of law development. The combination of jurisprudential, quantitative, historical/comparative, and 
theoretical analyses seeks to chart a new course in scholarship on the rule of law: the volume as a 
whole takes seriously the role of law in pursuing global justice, while confronting the complexity of 
instituting the rule of law and delivering its promised benefits. Written for scholars, practitioners, and 



policy-makers, Global Perspectives on the Rule of Law offers a unique combination of jurisprudential 
and empirical research that will be provocative and relevant to those who are attempting to understand 
and advance the rule of law globally. The chapters progress from broad questions regarding current rule 
of development efforts and the concept of rule of law to more specific issues pertaining to economic and 
democratic development. Specific countries, such as China, India, and seventeenth century England 
and the Netherlands, serve as case studies in some chapters, while broad global surveys feature in 
other chapters. Indeed, this impressive scope of research ushers in the next generation of scholarship 
in this area.

Criminal Defense in China

This book studies the struggles for basic legal freedoms in the work and political mobilization of defense 
lawyers in China's criminal justice system.

Being Political

Being Political presents a powerful critique of universalistic and orientalist interpretations of the origins 
of citizenship and a persuasive alternative history of the present struggles over citizenship.

Inside Lawyers' Ethics

Inside Lawyers' Ethics offers a practical examination of the moral and ethical dilemmas that legal pro-
fessionals may encounter in the professional environment. The text provides comprehensive coverage 
and analysis of general philosophical approaches to morality as well as the legal frameworks which 
govern ethical decision-making and practice.

Fighting for Political Freedom

Across the world political liberalism is being fought for, consolidated and defended. That is the case 
for nations that have never enjoyed a liberal political society, for nations that have advanced towards 
and then retreated from political liberalism, for nations that have recently shifted from authoritarian to 
liberal political systems, and for mature democracies facing terrorism and domestic conflict.This book 
tests for the contemporary world the proposition that lawyers are active agents in the construction of 
liberal political regimes. It examines the efficacy of a framework that postulates that legal professions 
not only orient themselves to a market for their services but can frequently be seen in the forefront 
of actors seeking to institutionalise political liberalism. On the basis of some 16 case studies from 
across the world, the authors present a theoretical link between lawyers and political liberalism having 
wide-ranging application over radically diverse situations in Asia and the Middle East, North and South 
America, and Europe. They argue that it is not the politics of lawyers alone but the politics of a 'legal 
complex' of legally trained occupations, centred on lawyers and judges, that drives advances or retreats 
from political liberalism, that political liberalism itself is everywhere in play, in countries with established 
democracies and those without liberal politics and that it is now clear that the legal arena is a central 
field of struggle over the shape of political power. The case studies presented here provide powerful 
evidence that the nexus of bar and bench in transitions towards or away from political liberalism is a 
force which has universal application.

A Rule of Law for Our New Age of Anxiety

In an age of anxiety, Toope makes the case for a revitalised rule of law to bolster collective resilience 
and restore our capacity to build healthier societies. A pragmatic approach to the rule of law recognises 
its ability to chasten power, while not disconnecting law from other sources of social action and human 
agency.

Fighting for Political Freedom

Across the world political liberalism is being fought for, consolidated and defended. That is the case 
for nations that have never enjoyed a liberal political society, for nations that have advanced towards 
and then retreated from political liberalism, for nations that have recently shifted from authoritarian to 
liberal political systems, and for mature democracies facing terrorism and domestic conflict. This book 
tests for the contemporary world the proposition that lawyers are active agents in the construction of 
liberal political regimes. It examines the efficacy of a framework that postulates that legal professions 
not only orient themselves to a market for their services but can frequently be seen in the forefront 



of actors seeking to institutionalise political liberalism. On the basis of some 16 case studies from 
across the world, the authors present a theoretical link between lawyers and political liberalism having 
wide-ranging application over radically diverse situations in Asia and the Middle East, North and South 
America, and Europe. They argue that it is not the politics of lawyers alone but the politics of a 'legal 
complex' of legally trained occupations, centred on lawyers and judges, that drives advances or retreats 
from political liberalism, that political liberalism itself is everywhere in play, in countries with established 
democracies and those without liberal politics and that it is now clear that the legal arena is a central 
field of struggle over the shape of political power. The case studies presented here provide powerful 
evidence that the nexus of bar and bench in transitions towards or away from political liberalism is a 
force which has universal application.

Tocqueville's Nightmare

De Tocqueville once wrote that 'insufferable despotism' would prevail if America ever acquired a national 
administrative state. Between 1900 and 1940, radicals created vast bureaucracies that continue to 
trample on individual freedom. Ernst shows, to the contrary, that the nation's best corporate lawyers 
were among the creators of 'commission government'; that supporters were more interested in purging 
government of corruption than creating a socialist utopia; and that the principles of individual rights, 
limited government, and due process were designed into the administrative state.

Parker and Evans's Inside Lawyers' Ethics

Parker and Evans's Inside Lawyers' Ethics provides a practical and engaging introduction to ethical 
decision-making in legal practice in Australia. Underpinned by four theoretical concepts - adversarial 
advocacy, responsible lawyering, moral activism and ethics of care - this text analyses legal and 
professional frameworks, highlighting relevant parts of the Australian Solicitors' Conduct Rules. Case 
studies and discussion questions offer contemporary, practical examples of the application of ethics. 
The book also addresses the challenge of ethical action and offers techniques to deal with ethical 
conflicts.This edition has been comprehensively updated and discusses the implications of advances in 
legal technology, mental ill-health in the profession and the complexities of government legal practice. A 
new chapter covers lawyers' ethical obligation to address the legal challenges posed by climate change. 
Written by an expert author team, Parker and Evans's Inside Lawyers' Ethics empowers readers to 
identify ethical challenges and resolve them through good decision-making practices.

Routledge Handbook of Judicial Behavior

Interest in social science and empirical analyses of law, courts and specifically the politics of judges 
has never been higher or more salient. Consequently, there is a strong need for theoretical work on 
the research that focuses on courts, judges and the judicial process. The Routledge Handbook of 
Judicial Behavior provides the most up to date examination of scholarship across the entire spectrum 
of judicial politics and behavior, written by a combination of currently prominent scholars and the 
emergent next generation of researchers. Unlike almost all other volumes, this Handbook examines 
judicial behavior from both an American and Comparative perspective. Part 1 provides a broad overview 
of the dominant Theoretical and Methodological perspectives used to examine and understand judicial 
behavior, Part 2 offers an in-depth analysis of the various current scholarly areas examining the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Part 3 moves from the Supreme Court to examining other U.S. federal and state courts, 
and Part 4 presents a comprehensive overview of Comparative Judicial Politics and Transnational 
Courts. Each author in this volume provides perspectives on the most current methodological and 
substantive approaches in their respective areas, along with suggestions for future research. The 
chapters contained within will generate additional scholarly and public interest by focusing on topics 
most salient to the academic, legal and policy communities.

Professions in Civil Society and the State

The sociology of professions has come full circle, leaving behind Parsons, his critics, and two gener-
ations of received wisdom. David Sciulli demonstrates compellingly that the sociology of professions 
advances the comparative study of civil society, democracy and rule of law.

The Calling of Law



As one of the ’learned’ professions requiring advanced learning and high principles, law enjoys a special 
standing in society. In return for its status and rank, the legal profession is expected to exhibit the 
highest levels of honesty, trust and morality, the very values which underpin the legal system itself. 
This, in turn, entrusts to legal education a particular problem of addressing, not only the substantive 
elements of the body of law, but a means through which the characteristics of the ’calling’ of law are 
imparted and instilled. At a time when the very essence of the legal profession is under threat, this book 
calls for a realignment of the legal curriculum and pedagogies so as to emphasise the development 
of culture over industry; character over eloquence; and calling over skill. Chapters are grouped around 
the core content and key themes of Curiosity, Calling, Character and Conscientiousness, Contract, and 
Culture. The volume includes contributions from leading experts, drawn internationally and from other 
professional disciplines in order to present alternative approaches aimed at tackling common issues, 
providing insight, and provoking debate.

Professors of the Law

What happened to the culture of common law and English barristers in the long eighteenth century? 
In this wide-ranging sequel to Gentlemen and Barristers: The Inns of Court and the English Bar, 
1680-1730, David Lemmings not only anatomizes the barristers and their world; he also explores the 
popular reputation and self-image of the law and lawyers in the context of declining popular participation 
in litigation, increased parliamentary legislation, and the growth of the imperial state. He shows how 
the bar survived and prospered in a century of low recruitment and declining work, but failed to fulfil 
the expectations of an age of Enlightenment and Reform. By contrast with the important role played 
by the common law, and lawyers, in seventeenth-century England and in colonial America, it appears 
that the culture and services of the barristers became marginalized as the courts concentrated on elite 
clients, and parliament became the primary point of contact between government and population. In 
his conclusion the author suggests that the failure of the bar and the judiciary to follow Blackstones 
mid-century recommendations for reforming legal culture and delivering the Englishmans birthrights 
significantly assisted the growth of parliamentary absolutism in government.

Lawyers in 21st-Century Societies

This book presents an invaluable collection of essays by eminent scholars from a wide variety of 
disciplines on the main issues currently confronting legal professions across the world. It does this 
through a comparative analysis of the data provided by the reports on 46 countries in its companion 
volume: Lawyers in 21st-Century Societies: Vol. 1: National Reports (Hart 2020). Together these 
volumes build on the seminal collection Lawyers in Society (Abel and Lewis 1988a; 1988b; 1989). 
The period since 1988 has seen an acceleration and intensification of the global socio-economic, 
cultural and political developments that in the 1980s were challenging traditional professional forms. 
Together with the striking transformation of the world order as a result of the fall of the Soviet 
bloc, neo-liberalism, globalisation, the financialisation of capitalism, technological innovations, and the 
changing demography of lawyers, these developments underscored the need for a new, comparative 
exploration of the legal professional field. This volume deepens the insights in volume 1, with chapters 
on legal professions in Africa, Latin America, the Islamic world, emerging economies, and former 
communist regimes. It also addresses theoretical questions, including the sociology of lawyers and 
other professions (medicine, accountancy), state production, the rule of law, regional bodies, large 
law firms, access to justice, technology, casualisation, cause lawyering, diversity (gender, race, and 
masculinity), corruption, ethics regulation, and legal education. Together with volume 1, it will inform 
and challenge conceptions of the contemporary profession, and stimulate and support further research.

Total War and the Law

Now, more than ever, we need to avoid nostalgia in thinking about the Good War. This collection of 
essays reveals some of the challenges that Americans' commitment to the rule of law faced during 
the Second World War. As a total war, World War II required an unprecedented mobilization of society 
and growth of the federal government. The American state survived as a government of laws, not men, 
but in a very different form than its prewar counterpart. Using examples from the war era, this study 
demonstrates that major wars can imperil and transform one of our most deeply held values, the notion 
that public officials are constructed by law. As a result of total war, the political landscape changed, and, 
with it, Americans' notions of what law could do. Supreme Court justices endangered their reputation 
as being above politics through their behind-the-scenes relations with FDR, and in several important 



constitutional decisions they relinquished the judicial supremacy that many Americans had considered 
a crucial safeguard of freedom. The national government's power to tax was dramatically expanded in 
ways that left tax resistors looking like cranks rather than freedom fighters. When New Dealers tried 
to realize the potential of law as a vehicle of social organization, they fell prey to conservative rivals in 
the federal bureaucracy and Congress, but this defeat did nothing to slow the overall expansion of the 
administrative state, which continued under the formal oversight of the federal judiciary.

Routledge Handbook of Socio-Legal Theory and Methods

Drawing on a range of approaches from the social sciences and humanities, this handbook explores 
theoretical and empirical perspectives that address the articulation of law in society, and the social 
character of the rule of law. The vast field of socio-legal studies provides multiple lenses through 
which law can be considered. Rather than seeking to define the field of socio-legal studies, this book 
takes up the experiences of researchers within the field. First-hand accounts of socio-legal research 
projects allow the reader to engage with diverse theoretical and methodological approaches within this 
fluid interdisciplinary area. The book provides a rich resource for those interested in deepening their 
understanding of the variety of theories and methods available when law is studied in its broadest social 
context, as well as setting those within the history of the socio-legal movement. The chapters consider 
multiple disciplinary lenses – including feminism, anthropology and sociology – as well as a variety of 
methodologies, including: narrative, visual and spatial, psychological, economic and epidemiological 
approaches. Moreover, these are applied in a range of substantive contexts such as online hate speech, 
environmental law, biotechnology, research in post-conflict situations, race and LGBT+ lawyers. The 
handbook brings together younger contributors and some of the best-known names in the socio-legal 
field. It offers a fresh perspective on the past, present and future of sociolegal studies that will 
appeal to students and scholars with relevant interests in a range of subjects, including law, sociology 
and politics. Chapter 7 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at 
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 
(CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

Constructing Childhood

This text provides a critical analysis of the social construction of childhood and children's agency. 
Through an interdisciplinary synthesis combining social theory, social policy and the empirical findings 
of social science research, it bridges the current gap between theory and practice, offering an incisive 
theoretical account of childhood that is grounded in substantive areas of children's lives such as 
health, education, crime and the family. This furthers understanding of the impact of policy on children's 
everyday lives and social experiences.

Understanding Culture

Understanding Culture offers an accessible and comprehensive overview of the field of cultural studies 
whilst also proposing a different way of `doing' cultural studies. It focuses on the ways in which cultural 
objects and practices serve as both a means of ordering people's lives and as markers of that ordering. 
The book reviews the state of the discipline of cultural studies and suggests a new theoretical and 
methodological orientation drawing on the work of: Foucault; scepticism, Wittgenstein; Harvey Sacks 
and John Law; uses insights from a variety of sources to examine the complex ways in which meanings 
are manufactured as lives are ordered in particular social settings: personal life, education, health, the 
city and law; and pre

What Does Our Legal System Owe Future Generations?

These two volumes collect groundbreaking socio-legal research on lawyers and the legal profession. 
Studies in this area exhibit enormous diversity in the questions they pursue, the methodologies they 
adopt, and the spheres of professional activity they investigate. They are, however, all animated by an 
underlying preoccupation with the problem of professional power. During the last forty years, sociolegal 
scholarship on the legal profession has focused on the varied sites of organized and daily professional 
activity to investigate how power is produced, legitimated, and deployed by lawyers, and contested by 
competitors, clients, state actors, and third parties. The articles and essays collected in these volumes 
illuminate the varied dimensions of lawyers' power.

Lawyers and the Legal Profession



While scholarly writing has dealt with the role of law in the process of European integration, so far it has 
shed little light on the lawyers and communities of lawyers involved in that process. Law has been one of 
the most thoroughly investigated aspects of the European integration process, and EU law has become 
a well-established academic discipline, with the emergence more recently of an impressive body of 
legal and political science literature on 'European law in context'. Yet this field has been dominated by 
an essentially judicial narrative, focused on the role of the European courts, underestimating in the 
process the multifaceted roles lawyers and law play in the EU polity, notably the roles they play beyond 
the litigation arena. This volume seeks to promote a deeper understanding of European law as a social 
and political phenomenon, presenting a more complete view of the European legal field by looking 
beyond the courts, and at the same time broadening the scholarly horizon by exploring the ways in 
which European law is actually made. To do this it describes the roles of the great variety of actors who 
stand behind legal norms and decisions, bringing together perspectives from various disciplines (law, 
political science, political sociology and history), to offer a global multi-disciplinary reassessment of the 
role of 'law' and 'lawyers' in the European integration process.

Lawyering Europe

This collection explores developments in the regulation of legal services by examining the control of 
the markets in several key countries and in jurisdictions within countries. The contributions consider 
emerging adjustments in regulatory structures and methods; examine the continuing role, if any, of 
professionals and how this may be changing; and speculate on the future of legal services regulation 
in each jurisdiction. The introductory and concluding chapters draw together similarities, differences 
and conclusions regarding directions of change in the regulation of legal services. They consider 
the emergence of alternatives to professionalism as a means of regulating legal services and some 
implications for the rule of law.

International Perspectives on the Regulation of Lawyers and Legal Services

The largest work ever published in the social and behavioural sciences. It contains 4000 signed articles, 
15 million words of text, 90,000 bibliographic references and 150 biographical entries.

International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences

Current challenges to the legitimacy of expert knowledge has caused professional control over 
knowledge, autonomy at work, orientation toward public service, and social status to have declined. In 
this collection, scholars examine the nature of these changes and how they have altered the experience 
of professional workers.

Professional Work

Basic freedoms cannot be abandoned in times of conflict, or can they? Are basic freedoms routinely 
forsaken during times when there are national security concerns? These questions present different 
conundrums for the legal profession, which generally values basic freedoms but is also part of the 
architecture of emergency legal frameworks. Unleashing the Force of Law uses multi-jurisdiction 
empirical data and draws on cause lawyering, political lawyering and Bourdieusian juridical field 
literature to analyze the invocation of legal norms aimed at the protection of basic freedoms in times of 
national security tensions. It asks three main questions about the protection of basic freedoms. First, 
when do lawyers mobilize for the protection of basic freedoms? Second, in what kind of mobilization do 
they engage? Third, how do the strategies they adopt relate to the outcomes they achieve? Covering the 
last five decades, the book focusses on the 1980s and the Noughties through an analysis of legal work 
for two groups of independence seekers in the 1980s, namely, Republican (mostly Catholic) separatists 
in Northern Ireland and Puerto Rican separatists in the US, and on post-9/11 issues concerning basic 
freedoms in both countries

Unleashing the Force of Law

Human rights have become a defining feature of contemporary society, permeating public discourse 
on politics, law and culture. But why did human rights emerge as a key social force in our time 
and what is the relationship between rights and the structures of both national and international 
society? By highlighting the institutional and socio-cultural context of human rights, this timely and 
thought-provoking collection provides illuminating insights into the emergence and contemporary 



societal significance of human rights. Drawn from both sides of the Atlantic and adhering to refreshingly 
different theoretical orientations, the contributors to this volume show how sociology can develop our 
understanding of human rights and how the emergence of human rights relates to classical sociological 
questions such as social change, modernisation or state formation. Making Human Rights Intelligible 
provides an important sociological account of the development of international human rights. It will 
be of interest to human rights scholars and sociologists of law and anyone wishing to deepen their 
understanding of one of the most significant issues of our time.

Making Human Rights Intelligible

This book explores recent theoretical and empirical advances in the understanding of how professional 
occupations are organized. Focusing in particular on the differences between established and emerging 
forms of expert work, the authors provide unique theoretical perspectives on this rapidly developing 
field.

Redirections in the Study of Expert Labour

Over the past three decades the Professional Service Firm (PSF) sector has emerged as one of 
the most rapidly growing, profitable, and significant in the global economy. In 2013 the accountancy, 
management consulting, legal, and architectural sectors alone generated revenues of US$ 1.6 trillion 
and employed 14 million people. PSFs play an important role in developing human capital, creating 
innovative business services, reshaping government institutions, establishing and interpreting the rules 
of financial markets, and setting legal, accounting and other professional standards. The study of 
PSFs can offer insights into the contemporary challenges facing organizations within the knowledge 
economy, and deepen understanding of more conventional organizations. Despite their significance, 
however, PSFs have until recently remained very much in the shadows of organizational and man-
agement research. The Oxford Handbook of Professional Service Firms marks the coming of age of 
PSF scholarship with a comprehensive and integrative exploration of current research and thinking 
on PSFs, featuring contributions from internationally renowned scholars in the fields of organizational 
and management studies. It is divided into three distinct sections - the professions, the firms, and the 
professionals that work within them - and covers subjects from governance and leadership to regulation, 
entrepreneurship, and diversity. Bringing together a broad range of empirical and theoretical perspec-
tives, the Handbook offers many potentially important insights into the contemporary challenges of 
organizations in the knowledge economy and suggests new lines of inquiry that may shed further light 
on the activities and performance of PSFs and the professionals who work within them.

The Oxford Handbook of Professional Service Firms
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