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Explore the complex history of the UN's involvement in the Arab-Israeli conflict, detailing the United 
Nations' persistent efforts to foster peace and stability in the Middle East. This overview examines key 
UN resolutions, peacekeeping missions, and diplomatic initiatives that have shaped the Israel-Palestine 
dispute over decades.
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The UN and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

This book provides a comprehensive empirical analysis of the United Nations intervention in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict since 1947. In his structured and exhaustive analysis, the author presents a long 
term perspective on the UN intervention in the conflict and explains its evolution during the last sixty 
years. He draws on a wealth of quantitative data to provide a complete picture of resolutions addressed 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict by the General Assembly and the Security Council, the mediation activity, 
and the UN peace missions in the area. Through his analysis, Di Mauro addresses such questions as: 
Why did the United Nations have different involvement and efforts of interventions in the conflict? How 
did the role of the UN change during the dispute, and why did it change? Is there still a role for the UN in 
the Palestinian-Israeli peace process? Offering a contribution to both to the studies of UN intervention 
in conflict resolution and, more broadly, to the UN role in the international system, The UN and the 
Arab-Israeli Conflict will be of great interest to International Relation scholars and students, but also 
appreciable by historians, political scientists, methodologists and all the social scientists interested in 
the Palestine question and the United Nations.

The United Nations and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

This book provides a comprehensive empirical analysis of the United Nations intervention in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict since 1947. In his structured and exhaustive analysis, the author presents a long 
term perspective on the UN intervention in the conflict and explains its evolution during the last sixty 
years. He draws on a wealth of quantitative data to provide a complete picture of resolutions addressed 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict by the General Assembly and the Security Council, the mediation activity, 
and the UN peace missions in the area. Through his analysis, Di Mauro addresses such questions as: 
Why did the United Nations have different involvement and efforts of interventions in the conflict? How 
did the role of the UN change during the dispute, and why did it change? Is there still a role for the UN in 
the Palestinian-Israeli peace process? Offering a contribution to both to the studies of UN intervention 
in conflict resolution and, more broadly, to the UN role in the international system, The UN and the 
Arab-Israeli Conflict will be of great interest to International Relation scholars and students, but also 
appreciable by historians, political scientists, methodologists and all the social scientists interested in 
the Palestine question and the United Nations.

The Un and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Drawing on previously untapped documents, interviews with key actors, and his own experiences in 
the Department of State, Nathan Pelcovits takes a fresh look at the impact of UN intervention, as 
peacekeeper and peacemaker, on the Arab-Israeli conflict during the formative years between 1948 
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and 1960. He examines the reasons behind the UN assumption of a quasi-custodial role in the dispute 
and how it is that Israel and the Arab states have come to hold diametrically opposed views of the 
value of engaging the UN as intermediary, with the UN-Israel relationship cooling into one of mutual 
suspicion and mistrust. Most relevant to the current peace process, Pelcovits explains why UN action 
shifted early in the game from an ambitious effort at peaceful settlement to "keeping" the peace of a 
long armistice. Pelcovits argues that the wounds of the formative years have affected the dynamic of the 
peace process to this day. The UN has been accorded a marginal role in the negotiations—ceremonial 
and passive—and UN peacekeepers are not likely to be enlisted as guarantors of the settlement.

The Long Armistice

V.1. 1947-1974 -- v.2. 1975-1981 -- v.3. 1982-1986 -- v.4. 1987-1991.

United Nations Resolutions on Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: 1982-1986

This book comprises findings from the author's wide-ranging research since 1948 on the unresolved 
Arab/Israel protracted conflict. Brecher reflects back on his detailed analysis of the UN Commission 
created in November 1947, and his near-seven decades of research and publications on this complex 
protracted conflict continued since the first of nine Arab/Israeli wars. The book includes an analysis 
of the crucial early phase of the unresolved struggle for control of Jerusalem in 1948-49 and beyond, 
based on extensive interviews with Israel’s leaders and prominent Egyptian senior officials, journalists 
and academics. It addresses the many diverse attempts at conflict resolution, including a peace plan to 
resolve the Arab/Israel conflict of the author's own design. It concludes with historical reflections about 
Israel’s behavior, domestically and externally, in 1948-1949 and 2008 and beyond. No other book on 
this protracted conflict contains so many important interviews with the first two generations of Israeli 
leaders and Egyptian officials and academics, and no other author can speak from such a deep and 
prolonged engagement.

Dynamics of the Arab-Israel Conflict

This book provides the first comprehensive account of the work of the United Nations Special Commit-
tee on Palestine (UNSCOP), constituted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1947 to study the 
situation in Palestine at the end of the British Mandate and make recommendations about its political 
future. Utilizing a wealth of archival documentation, some of it never before studied, Elad Ben-Dror 
explores the various aspects of UNSCOP’s activity to understand how it came to determine the fate 
of the country’s inhabitants. The book analyzes the methods and motivations of the various members, 
with special attention given to the personal viewpoint of each member of the committee. Through this 
Ben-Dror shows that the partition recommendation emerged after a long process of study, debate, 
and compromise that was very much dependent on the characters and circumstances of the individual 
members of the committee. UNSCOP and the Arab-Israeli Conflict will be a key text in understanding 
the role of UNSCOP in shaping the modern Middle East. It will be appropriate for scholars and students 
of political science, Palestine and Israeli history, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the UN and diplomacy, and 
conflict resolution.

UNSCOP and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

"If you have not heard of, seen, or read the book, Roadblock to Peace, by David Bedein, do so 
immediately. It is a remarkable piece of work and essential reading for all those involved in Israel 
advocacy. This book is a primer on how the United States and the United Nations are supporting armed 
conflict with Israel through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNWRA). UNRWA (founded in 
1949) is a UN agency established specifically to provide direct relief and work programs for Palestinian 
refugees. It was a response to the plight of hundreds of thousands of Arabs who left their villages during 
Israel's war of independence in 1948."--Publisher's description.

Roadblock to Peace

"This book provides the first comprehensive account of the work of the United Nations Special 
Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP), constituted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1947 to 
study the situation in Palestine at the end of the British Mandate and make recommendations about 
its political future. Utilizing a wealth of archival documentation, some of it never before studied, Elad 
Ben-Dror explores the various aspects of UNSCOP's activity to understand how they came to determine 



the fate of the country's inhabitants. The book analyses the methods and motivations of the various 
members, with special attention given to the personal viewpoint of each member of the committee. 
Through this Ben-Dror shows that the partition recommendation emerged after a long process of 
study, debate, and compromise that was very much dependent on the characters and circumstances 
of the individual members of the committee. UNSCOP and the Arab-Israeli Conflict will be a key text 
in understanding the role of UNSCOP in shaping the modern Middle East. It will be appropriate for 
scholars and students of political science, Palestine and Israeli history, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the UN 
and diplomacy, and conflict resolution"--

UNSCOP and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

In The Case for Peace, Dershowitz identifies twelve geopolitical barriers to peace between Israel and 
Palestine–and explains how to move around them and push the process forward. From the division of 
Jerusalem and Israeli counterterrorism measures to the security fence and the Iranian nuclear threat, 
his analyses are clear-headed, well-argued, and sure to be controversial. According to Dershowitz, 
achieving a lasting peace will require more than tough-minded negotiations between Israelis and 
Palestinians. In academia, Europe, the UN, and the Arab world, Israel-bashing and anti-Semitism have 
reached new heights, despite the recent Israeli-Palestinian movement toward peace. Surveying this 
outpouring of vilification, Dershowitz deconstructs the smear tactics used by Israel-haters and shows 
how this kind of anti-Israel McCarthyism is aimed at scuttling any real chance of peace.

The Treatment of Israel by the United Nations

In this book a former United Nations Envoy offers an insider perspective on conflict management and 
peace efforts during the three most recent failed peace initiatives and three wars in Gaza. Robert Serry 
shares his reflections on walking the tight rope of diplomacy between Israel and Palestine and his 
analysis of what has gone wrong and why a “one-state reality” may be around the corner. Offering fresh 
thinking on how to preserve prospects for a two-state solution, this book examines the UN’s uneasy 
history in the Arab-Israeli conflict since partition was proposed in resolution 181 (1948) and provides 
a rare insight into the life of a United Nations Envoy in today’s Middle East.

United Nations Resolutions on Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: 1982-1986

This book shows the "deception by omission" used at the United Nations to gain backing for Jewish 
statehood in Palestine.

The Hundred-year Struggle for Israel and Palestine

Arabs and Jews describe the first Arab-Israeli war of 1948 in completely different ways. Among Arabs, 
and especially Palestinians, the events of that year are known as the "nakba"--The catastrophe, the 
trauma, the disaster. For Jews, and in particular for Israelis, their victory in the war of 1948 is a 
veritable miracle in which, against tremendous odds and through heroic military effort, the Jewish 
community succeeded in thwarting attempts by the Arab states to destroy it. This book integrates 
archival material with the findings of recent scholarship to present the reader with a history of the origins 
and consequences of the 1948 war. The author shows, in contrast to the recollections and myths of 
both sides, that the military events of 1948 were not decisive. The victory of the Zionist organization 
and the fate of the Palestinians was determined by politicians on both sides - in the discussions and 
decisions of the United Nations in 1947-8 and in the Arab League - long before a shot had been fired. 
The author argues that Israel's failure to take advantage of the genuine opportunity for peace with the 
Arabs at the UN-sponsored Lausanne Conference in 1949 resulted in the prolonged and tragic conflict 
between Israel and the Arab states still very much alive today. --From publisher's description.

The Case for Peace

The author of the New York Times bestseller The Case for Israel charts a controversial but crucial path 
to peace in the Middle EastIn the bestselling The Case for Israel, Alan Dershowitz used all his skills as 
an advocate to defend the Jewish state against the lies and distortions that have been hurled at it in 
recent years.

The Endless Quest for Israeli-Palestinian Peace



This book, first published in 1997, provides a careful and balanced behind-the-scenes account of the 
intricate diplomatic activity of the period between the first and second Arab-Israeli wars. The author 
examines the recurring deadlocks in terms of the motives and calculations of the various parties, and 
reveals how new incentives of pressures offered by outsiders proved incapable of reversing the serious 
deterioration of Arab-Israeli relations as the region headed for war at Suez. The text of this volume 
comprises both an in-depth analysis of the period and events, and a selection of primary documents 
from archival sources.

The Arab-Israeli Conflict

In the wake of its creation in 1948, the state of Israel was confronted with the challenge of establishing 
foreign relations with key players in the region, in the face of opposition from most of the Arab states. 
Howard Patten explores the genesis and development of Israel's foreign relations with Iran, Turkey and 
Ethiopia, known as the 'Policy of the Periphery'. Highlighting the pragmatism and Realpolitik at the 
heart of this policy, Israel and the Cold War analyses the national interests and mutual concerns which 
shaped relations and strategy at the United Nations during the critical moments of the establishment 
of the State of Israel and the following forty years, before the ramifications of the Iranian Revolution 
became apparent. During this period, Israel made efforts to create pragmatic alliances behind closed 
doors at the UN, even as ambivalence and hostility reigned in the public sphere. Patten thus examines 
the implications that the Cold War system of ideological combat had on these attempts to maintain 
implicit, yet cordial understandings, as world events - such as the Suez Crisis of 1956, successive 
crises over Cyprus and the Ethiopian and Iranian Revolutions - tested the 'Policy of the Periphery'. 
'Israel and the Cold War' traces the development of Israel's relations with these three states, from their 
initial beginnings to consolidation, then rejection and subsequent efforts to realign. Patten highlights 
the extensive diplomatic and military reverberations that occurred throughout the region, and the way in 
which these were played out at the UN. Based primarily on UN documents, this book is a vital primary 
resource for those researching the period in question and the formulation of foreign policy in the Middle 
East.

The International Diplomacy of Israel's Founders

In focusing on four major wars in the Arab-Israeli conflict from 1947 to 1979, all of them ending in agreed 
ceasefires, truces, or armistices, this book concentrates on the external efforts after each war to help 
resolve the conflict.

The Making of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1947-1951

An insider's look at the role international law plays in Arab-Israeli negotiations in the Middle East.

The Case for Peace

"I swear by all that’s Holy, I will never come anywhere near the Palestine problem once I liberate myself 
from this trap." Ralph Bunche wrote these lines to his wife in 1949, during the armistice talks on Rhodes. 
A year later, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his success in ending the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
war. Ralph Bunche and the Arab-Israeli Conflict provides a comprehensive study of Ralph Bunche’s 
diplomatic activities on the Palestine question. Bunche was at the centre of the story from the referral 
of the issue to the United Nations in 1947 until the signing of the armistice agreements that ended the 
war. He began as advisor to UNSCOP and then headed the secretariat of the commission tasked with 
implementing partition. Later, after serving as the senior aide to UN mediator Folke Bernadotte, he was 
appointed to replace the Count after the latter’s assassination. Using extensive archival materials (some 
of it revealed here for the first time), this book addresses central questions, such as the relationship 
between Bunche’s African American identity and his diplomatic endeavours, and the complexities of 
his outlook on the Arab-Israeli conflict. Through research and careful analysis, it uncovers how Ralph 
Bunche managed to bridge the gaps between Israel and Arab states. This book will be of interest to 
students and scholars of Middle Eastern History, particularly Israeli History, as well as Political Science 
and Diplomacy.

Futile Diplomacy, Volume 3

A collection of 35 documents concerning the 100-year-old conflict over Palestine. The Balfour Declara-
tion, the Sykes-Picot treaty, the League of Nations Mandate, the Peel Commission report, both British 



White Papers, the report of the UN Special Committee on Palestine, the Declaration of the State of 
Israel, the Palestine National Charter, the Camp David Accords, the Olso and Oslo II Accords, the Road 
Map, the Disengagement Plan, the Political Program of Hamas, and all the relevant United Nations 
Resolutions. Preface gives a brief historical summary.

Israel and the Cold War

The Routledge Atlas of the Arab-Israeli Conflict traces not only the tangled and bitter history of the 
Arab-Jewish struggle from the early 20th century to the present. It also illustrates the move towards 
finding peace and the efforts to bring the horrors of the fighting to an end through negotiation and 
proposals for agreed boundaries. Through 167 maps, the complete history of the conflict is revealed 
including: * the prelude and background to the conflict - from the siting of the Palestinian Jews before 
the Arab conquest to the attitude of Britain to the Arabs between 1917 and the present * the Jewish 
national home - from the Zionist plan for Palestine in 1919 to the state of the Arab world from 1945 to 
1962 * the intensification of the conflict - from the Arab response to the UN partition plan of 1947 to 
the first steps towards the independence of Israel in 1948 * the State of Israel - from the Israeli War of 
Independence and the Six Day War to the horrific War of Yom Kippur and the Intifada * the moves to find 
peace - from Camp David to the escalating troubles of the present day, including the Geneva peace 
plan and the construction of the security fence. With a new index and accompanied by powerful and 
compelling quotations, this clear, illuminative and highly informative new edition from Martin Gilbert is 
an absolute must for all students of history.

Four Arab-Israeli Wars and the Peace Process

Traces Britain's historical involvement in the Middle East through to the continuing efforts to promote 
a just and sustainable peace between Arab and Jew in the region.

International Law and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Two prominent Israeli liberals argue that for the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians to end with 
peace, Palestinians must come to terms with the fact that there will be no "right of return." In 1948, 
seven hundred thousand Palestinians were forced out of their homes by the first Arab-Israeli War. More 
than seventy years later, most of their houses are long gone, but millions of their descendants are 
still registered as refugees, with many living in refugee camps. This group—unlike countless others 
that were displaced in the aftermath of World War II and other conflicts—has remained unsettled, 
demanding to settle in the state of Israel. Their belief in a "right of return" is one of the largest obstacles 
to successful diplomacy and lasting peace in the region. In The War of Return, Adi Schwartz and Einat 
Wilf—both liberal Israelis supportive of a two-state solution—reveal the origins of the idea of a right of 
return, and explain how UNRWA - the very agency charged with finding a solution for the refugees 
- gave in to Palestinian, Arab and international political pressure to create a permanent “refugee” 
problem. They argue that this Palestinian demand for a “right of return” has no legal or moral basis 
and make an impassioned plea for the US, the UN, and the EU to recognize this fact, for the good of 
Israelis and Palestinians alike. A runaway bestseller in Israel, the first English translation of The War of 
Return is certain to spark lively debate throughout America and abroad.



Ralph Bunche and the Arab-Israeli Conflict

A Guide to Documents on the Arab-Palestinian/Israeli Conflicts: 1897-2008, is a comprehensive 
non-partisan compilation designed to provide relevant legal and historical source material pertaining 
to this conflict. Each document is summarized for the reader s benefit. The compilation contains all 
United Nations Resolutions and Reports, Treaties and Agreements, as well as historic documents that 
are difficult to obtain. To put the conflict into perspective, a chronology of events is provided, followed 
by an objective analysis of the historical background, including discussion of the various phases of 
the conflict, strategic considerations, and an analysis of the prospects for peace. The 690 documents 
summarized with official citations are the most extensive compilation covering the period from 1897 
through 2008, including some key texts on Jerusalem dating back to earlier times. The documents 
are organized according to the conflict s major topic areas with introductory notes for each part and 
section. M. Cherif Bassiouni and Shlomo Ben Ami have had a long history of involvement in the peace 
process. Their combined expertise and personal experiences add a unique dimension to this book that 
will provide anyone interested in the conflict with a distinct easy-to-use comprehensive compilation of 
relevant documents.

The Arab-Israeli Conflict

If you have ever wondered “Why is there so much violence in the Middle East?”, “Who are the 
Palestinians?”, “What are the occupied territories?” or “What does Israel want?”, then this is the book 
for you. With straightforward language, Phyllis Bennis, longtime analyst of the region, answers basic 
questions about Israel and Israelis, Palestine and Palestinians, the US and the Middle East, Zionism 
and anti-Semitism; about complex issues ranging from the Oslo peace process to the election of 
Hamas to the Goldstone Report and the Palestinians’ UN initiatives. Together her answers provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the longstanding Palestinian–Israeli conflict. This new edition includes 
sections on the continuing settlement crisis, the UN statehood bid and UNESCO, Palestine in the 
Arab Spring, BDS and the Palestinian nonviolent movements, the Israeli elections, and what’s ahead. 
Sections include: The Crisis; The Other Players: The Role of the US, the UN, the Arab States, and 
Europe; Recent History: Rising Violence; Looking Backward (1900-1991); The Future.

The Routledge Atlas of the Arab-Israeli Conflict

This timely work, contributed by noted authorities, explains the crucial events in the history of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict that led to the UN resolution to partition Palestine into two states on 
November 29, 1947. The book first analyzes the historical context of UN resolution 181, including the 
positions and internal debates of the Jewish and Arab parties and of the international community. It then 
introduces primary sources related to the resolution, such as protocols, letters, reports, and speeches, 
some of these published for the first time in English. By combining in-depth analyses with such sources, 
the book provides a rich and comprehensive overview of the subject from a variety of perspectives. It 
shows that the arguments for a two-state solution, i.e., a Jewish state along a Palestinian state, are as 
relevant today as they were then. Featuring both Israeli and Palestinian points of view, this significant 
work renews the debate that has shaped --and is still shaping-- the Arab-Israeli conflict. It will be an 
essential resource for anyone interested in the past and future of Israel and Palestine.

U.S. Official Statements Regarding UN Resolution 242

Truly an essential reference for today's world, this detailed introduction to the origins, events, and 
impact of the adversarial relationship between Arabs and Israelis illuminates the complexities and the 
consequences of this long-lasting conflict. The Arab-Israeli conflict remains one of the most contentious 
in modern history, one with repercussions that reach far beyond the Middle East. This volume describes 
and explains the most important countries, people, events, and organizations that play or have played 
a part in the conflict. Chronological coverage begins with the Israeli War of Independence in 1948 
and extends to the present day. A one-stop reference, the guide offers a comprehensive overview 
essay, as well as perspective essays by leading scholars who explore such widely debated issues 
as the United States' support for Israel and historic rights to Palestine. Important primary source 
documents, such as the UN Resolution on the Partition of Palestine and the Camp David Accords, 
are included and put into context. Further insight into drivers of war and peace in the Middle East 
are provided through biographies of major political leaders like Menachem Begin, Golda Meir, Yasser 
Arafat, Benjamin Netanyahu, and Anwar Sadat.

Britain and the Arab-Israeli Conflict



This book analyzes the concept of an international conference as referred to by the major parties 
involved to resolve at least one facet of the Arab-Israel predicament. The restrictive type of conference 
has proved to be effective in resolving or stabilizing certain elements of the conflict.

The War of Return

7. The refugee question

A Guide to Documents on the Arab-Palestinian/Israeli Conflict

V.1. 1947-1974 -- v.2. 1975-1981 -- v.3. 1982-1986 -- v.4. 1987-1991.

Understanding the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

From Coexistence to Conquest seeks to explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict developed by looking 
beyond strict legalism to the men behind the policies adopted by the Great Powers at the dawn of the 
twentieth century. It controversially argues that Zionism was adopted by the British Government in its 
1917 Balfour Declaration primarily as an immigration device and that it can be traced back to the 1903 
Royal Commission on Alien Immigration and the Alien’s Act 1905. The book contains the most detailed 
legal analysis of the 1915-6 Hussein-McMahon correspondence, as well as the Balfour Declaration, 
and takes a closer look at the travaux préparatoires that formed the British Mandate of Palestine. It 
places the violent reaction of the Palestine Arabs to mass Jewish immigration in the context of Zionism, 
highlighting the findings of several British commissions of inquiry which recommended that Britain 
abandon its policy. The book also revisits the controversies over the question of self-determination, 
and the partition of Palestine. The Chapter on the 1948 conflict seeks to update international lawyers 
on the scholarship of Israel’s ‘new’ historians and reproduces some of the horrific accounts of the 
atrocities that took place from newspaper reports, UN documents, and personal accounts, which saw 
the expulsion and exodus of almost an entire people from their homeland. The penultimate chapter 
argues that Israel was created through an act of conquest or subjugation. The book concludes with a 
sobering analysis of the conflict arguing that neither Jews nor Arabs were to blame for starting it.

The Arab-Israeli Conflict

The Two-State Solution
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