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Explore Thomas Bergler's seminal work on 'The Juvenilization of American Christianity,' a critical 
examination of how youth culture has profoundly reshaped the practices, beliefs, and trajectory of 
American religious life. This insightful book delves into the historical shifts and lasting implications for 
evangelicalism, offering a compelling analysis of contemporary faith.
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The Juvenilization of American Christianity

Pop worship music. Falling in love with Jesus. Mission trips. Wearing jeans and T-shirts to church. Spir-
itual searching and church hopping. Faith-based political activism. Seeker-sensitive outreach. These 
now-commonplace elements of American church life all began as innovative ways to reach young 
people, yet they have gradually become accepted as important parts of a spiritual ideal for all ages. 
What on earth has happened? In The Juvenilization of American Christianity Thomas Bergler traces 
the way in which, over seventy-five years, youth ministries have breathed new vitality into four major 
American church traditions -- African American, Evangelical, Mainline Protestant, and Roman Catholic. 
Bergler shows too how this "juvenilization" of churches has led to widespread spiritual immaturity, 
consumerism, and self-centeredness, popularizing a feel-good faith with neither intergenerational 
community nor theological literacy. Bergler s critique further offers constructive suggestions for taming 
juvenilization. Watch the trailer:

From Here to Maturity

Expert guidance on how to grow up in Christ This book is a follow-up to Thomas Bergler’s acclaimed 
work The Juvenilization of American Christianity, which documents how church youth ministries over 
the past several decades have contributed to a process of adolescent spiritual traits becoming accepted 
and even celebrated by Christians of all ages. This “juvenilization” in the church is a real problem that 
must be addressed, says Bergler, and in his new book he addresses it head-on. Bergler’s From Here 
to Maturity is an accessible guide for helping both individuals and whole faith communities to grow 
spiritually. Bergler claims that spiritual maturity -- defined as “basic competence in the Christian life” 
-- is both desirable and attainable, and he effectively presents a biblical theology of spiritual maturity, 
identifying its traits from pertinent New Testament passages. Adapting Dallas Willard’s model of spiritual 
formation and applying it to congregational life, Bergler offers a wealth of practical, research-based 
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guidance as to how Christian leaders can effectively foster spiritual maturity in their congregations. He 
also identifies six key faith-sustaining factors and provides a system for evaluating a church’s state of 
spiritual maturity and steps for improving it. Ecumenically friendly, From Here to Maturity will be useful 
to individuals and leaders from many different churches and theological traditions.

The Christian Educator's Handbook on Adult Education

Get historical insight and practical help for your adult Christian education needs.

Spiritual Formation in Emerging Adulthood

The shift from adolescence to adulthood, a recently identified stage of life called "emerging adulthood," 
covers an increasing span of years in today's culture (roughly ages 18-30) due to later marriages and 
extended education. During this prolonged stage of exploration and self-definition, many young adults 
drift away from the church. Here two authors--both veteran teachers who are experienced in young adult 
and campus ministry--address this new and urgent field of study, offering a Christian perspective on 
what it means to be spiritually formed into adulthood. They provide a "practical theology" for emerging 
adult ministry and offer insight into the key developmental issues of this stage of life, including identity, 
intimacy and sexuality, morality, church involvement, spiritual formation, vocation, and mentoring. The 
book bridges the gap between academic and popular literature on emerging adulthood and offers 
concrete ways to facilitate spiritual formation among emerging adults.

How to Build a Small Groups Ministry

Written by a small groups expert, this book is designed to help anyone build a small-groups ministry 
from scratch--or completely revamp an existing small groups ministry. It includes 12 logical steps for 
organizing and administrating a successful small-group ministry, a case study featuring a local church 
in the midst of establishing a small-group ministry, and pages of worksheets for developing small-group 
plans.

Religious Parenting

The purpose and nature of life -- Religion's value and truth -- Children, parenting, and family -- The 
whys and hows of religious transmission -- Theorizing cultural models -- Conclusion.

Christian Perspectives on Sociology

"... will draw a wide readership from the ranks of literary critics, film scholars, science studies scholars 
and the growing legion of 'literature and science' researchers. It should be among the essentials in a 
posthumanist toolbox." -- Richard Doyle Automatic teller machines, castrati, lesbians, The Terminator: 
all participate in the profound technological, representation, sexual, and theoretical changes in which 
bodies are implicated. Posthuman Bodies addresses new interfaces between humans and technology 
that are radically altering the experience of our own and others' bodies.

Posthuman Bodies

In five sections and thirty-nine chapters, Sinclair B Ferguson writes on pastor-teachers whose life and 
work have left an indelible mark on his own life, and then leads us in a series of chapters on the 
teaching of John Calvin, John Owen and the seventeenth century Puritans. This is followed by studies 
of Scripture, the ministry of the Spirit, the nature of Biblical Theology, the work of Christ, adoption, the 
nature of the Christian life and other important doctrines. The final section discusses various aspects 
of preaching, including preaching Christ from the Old Testament, the importance of theology, reaching 
the heart, and concludes with a decalogue for preachers. All this, as the epilogue makes clear, is set 
within the context and goal of doxology.

Some Pastors and Teachers: Reflecting a Biblical Vision of What Every Minister Is Called to Be

Noted pastor J. D. Greear addresses the important but rarely explored topic of Christians who doubt 
their salvation or have an unclear notion of what “asking Jesus into your heart” really means.

Stop Asking Jesus Into Your Heart



Christianity Today Book Award Winner Friendship is a relationship like no other. Unlike the relationships 
we are born into, we choose our friends. It is also tenuous--we can end a friendship at any time. But 
should friendship be so free and unconstrained? Although our culture tends to pay more attention to 
romantic love, marriage, family, and other forms of community, friendship is a genuine love in its own 
right. This eloquent book reminds us that Scripture and tradition have a high view of friendship. Single 
Christians, particularly those who are gay and celibate, may find it is a form of love to which they are 
especially called. Writing with deep empathy and with fidelity to historic Christian teaching, Wesley Hill 
retrieves a rich understanding of friendship as a spiritual vocation and explains how the church can 
foster friendship as a basic component of Christian discipleship. He helps us reimagine friendship as 
a robust form of love that is worthy of honor and attention in communities of faith. This book sets forth 
a positive calling for celibate gay Christians and suggests practical ways for all Christians to cultivate 
stronger friendships.

Spiritual Friendship

This one-volume handbook examines Christianity’s contributions to and conflicts with the contemporary 
culture of the postmodern United States. Chapters present historical, cultural, and theological context 
for the ways conservative, mainline, and evangelical Christian traditions have influenced and responded 
to modern life.

The Rowman & Littlefield Handbook of Contemporary Christianity in the United States

Monster in the Closet is a history of the horrors film that explores the genre's relationship to the social 
and cultural history of homosexuality in America. Drawing on a wide variety of films and primary source 
materials including censorship files, critical reviews, promotional materials, fanzines, men's magazines, 
and popular news weeklies, the book examines the historical figure of the movie monster in relation 
to various medical, psychological, religious and social models of homosexuality. While recent work 
within gay and lesbian studies has explored how the genetic tropes of the horror film intersect with 
popular culture's understanding of queerness, this is the first book to examine how the concept of the 
monster queer has evolved from era to era. From the gay and lesbian sensibilities encoded into the form 
and content of the classical Hollywood horror film, to recent films which play upon AIDS-related fears. 
Monster in the Closet examines how the horror film started and continues, to demonize (or quite literally 
"monsterize") queer sexuality, and what the pleasures and "costs" of such representations might be 
both for individual spectators and culture at large.

Monsters in the Closet

This book examines the religious rhetoric of the culture war in America. It offers examples of divisive 
rhetoric in the first four chapters and a case study in the final chapter of rhetoric that seeks to avoid 
division and bring a community together.

Religious Rhetoric

A timely and galvanizing work that examines how right-wing evangelical Christians have veered from an 
admirable faith to a pernicious, destructive ideology. Today’s right-wing Evangelical Christianity stands 
as the very antithesis of the message of Jesus Christ. In his new book, Christians Against Christianity, 
best-selling author and religious scholar Obery M. Hendricks Jr. challenges right-wing evangelicals 
on the terrain of their own religious claims, exposing the falsehoods, contradictions, and misuses of 
the Bible that are embedded in their rabid homophobia, their poorly veiled racism and demonizing of 
immigrants and Muslims, and their ungodly alliance with big business against the interests of American 
workers. He scathingly indicts the religious leaders who helped facilitate the rise of the notoriously 
unchristian Donald Trump, likening them to the “court jesters” and hypocritical priestly sycophants 
of bygone eras who unquestioningly supported their sovereigns’ every act, no matter how hateful or 
destructive to those they were supposed to serve. In the wake of the deadly insurrectionist attack on 
the US Capitol, Christians Against Christianity is a clarion call to stand up to the hypocrisy of the 
evangelical Right, as well as a guide for Christians to return their faith to the life-affirming message that 
Jesus brought and died for. What Hendricks offers is a provocative diagnosis, an urgent warning that 
right-wing evangelicals’ aspirations for Christian nationalist supremacy are a looming threat, not only 
to Christian decency but to democracy itself. What they offer to America is anything but good news.

Christians Against Christianity



Paul's Letter to the Romans may well be the most influential book in Christian history. In this Romans 
commentary Colin Kruse shows how Paul expounds the gospel against the background of God's 
sovereign action as creator, judge, and redeemer of the world. Valuable "additional notes" on important 
theological themes and difficult texts -- such as Paul's discussion of same-sex relationships, the 
salvation of "all Israel," and the woman Junia, who was "well known among the apostles" -- further 
connect Romans to contemporary issues. Throughout his commentary Kruse expertly guides readers 
through the plethora of interpretations of Romans, providing a reliable exposition of this foundational 
epistle.

Paul's Letter to the Romans

"Wolfmueller sounds the alarm against the false teaching and dangerous practices of Christianity in 
America. He offers a beautiful alternative: the sweet savor of the Gospel, which brings us to to the real 
comfort, joy, peace, freedom, and sure hope of Christ." -- Back cover

Has American Christianity Failed?

"Nemesis, the Diabolic, and Tyrus face new challenges and old enemies as Tyrus ascends to the throne, 
and the two struggle to prove Nemesis' humanity to those who oppose her position as Empress and 
keep them from full power over the galaxy"--

The Empress

For the past fifty years, scholars in both pastoral and practical theology have attempted to recapture 
human religious experience and practice as essential sites for theological engagement -- redefining in 
the process what theology is, how it is done, and who does it. In this book Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore 
shows how this trend in scholarship has led to an expanded subject matter, alternative ways of knowing, 
and richer terms for analysis in doing Christian theology. Tracing more than two decades of her own 
search for a more inclusive discipline -- one that truly grapples with theology in the midst of life -- 
Christian Theology in Practice shows not only where Miller-McLemore herself has traveled in the 
field but also how pastoral and practical theology has developed during this time. Looking forward, 
Miller-McLemore calls on the academy and Christian congregations to disrupt conventional theological 
boundaries and to acknowledge the multiplicity of shapes and places in which the "wisdom of God" 
appears..

Christian Theology in Practice

Improve your management skills and take control of your career with the new edition of this bestselling 
one-stop-shop for every manager. Pick up tips and advice on 12 core management skills- from 
communicating and motivating to conducting a company presentation. Explore all your options and 
put them into action with the aid of charts and diagrams. Plus, discover how to handle work issues 
whatever your level, with over 1,200 essential power tips. Follow as a complete management course 
or dip in and out of topics for quick and easy reference. Take it wherever life takes you!

Essential Manager's Manual

Based on the National Study of Youth and Religion--the same invaluable data as its predecessor, Soul 
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers--Kenda Creasy Dean's compelling 
new book, Almost Christian, investigates why American teenagers are at once so positive about 
Christianity and at the same time so apathetic about genuine religious practice. In Soul Searching, 
Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton found that American teenagers have embraced a 
"Moralistic Therapeutic Deism"--a hodgepodge of banal, self-serving, feel-good beliefs that bears little 
resemblance to traditional Christianity. But far from faulting teens, Dean places the blame for this 
theological watering down squarely on the churches themselves. Instead of proclaiming a God who 
calls believers to lives of love, service and sacrifice, churches offer instead a bargain religion, easy 
to use, easy to forget, offering little and demanding less. But what is to be done? In order to produce 
ardent young Christians, Dean argues, churches must rediscover their sense of mission and model an 
understanding of being Christian as not something you do for yourself, but something that calls you to 
share God's love, in word and deed, with others. Dean found that the most committed young Christians 
shared four important traits: they could tell a personal and powerful story about God; they belonged to 
a significant faith community; they exhibited a sense of vocation; and they possessed a profound sense 



of hope. Based on these findings, Dean proposes an approach to Christian education that places the 
idea of mission at its core and offers a wealth of concrete suggestions for inspiring teens to live more 
authentically engaged Christian lives. Persuasively and accessibly written, Almost Christian is a wake 
up call no one concerned about the future of Christianity in America can afford to ignore.

Almost Christian

Napoleon has escaped from Elba – the Hundred Days have begun.

A Theology of the Ordinary

Why democracies believe they can survive any crisis—and why that belief is so dangerous Why do 
democracies keep lurching from success to failure? The current financial crisis is just the latest example 
of how things continue to go wrong, just when it looked like they were going right. In this wide-ranging, 
original, and compelling book, David Runciman tells the story of modern democracy through the history 
of moments of crisis, from the First World War to the economic crash of 2008. A global history with a 
special focus on the United States, The Confidence Trap examines how democracy survived threats 
ranging from the Great Depression to the Cuban missile crisis, and from Watergate to the collapse 
of Lehman Brothers. It also looks at the confusion and uncertainty created by unexpected victories, 
from the defeat of German autocracy in 1918 to the defeat of communism in 1989. Throughout, the 
book pays close attention to the politicians and thinkers who grappled with these crises: from Woodrow 
Wilson, Nehru, and Adenauer to Fukuyama and Obama. In The Confidence Trap, David Runciman 
shows that democracies are good at recovering from emergencies but bad at avoiding them. The lesson 
democracies tend to learn from their mistakes is that they can survive them—and that no crisis is as 
bad as it seems. Breeding complacency rather than wisdom, crises lead to the dangerous belief that 
democracies can muddle through anything—a confidence trap that may lead to a crisis that is just too 
big to escape, if it hasn't already. The most serious challenges confronting democracy today are debt, 
the war on terror, the rise of China, and climate change. If democracy is to survive them, it must figure 
out a way to break the confidence trap.

The Hundred Days (Aubrey-Maturin, Book 19)

Based on groundbreaking Barna Group research, unChristian uncovers the negative perceptions 
young people have of Christianity and explores what can be done to reverse them.

COMPLETE VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT HANDBOOK.

How to release a missional movement by discipling people like Jesus did.

The Confidence Trap

In this imaginative history of modern American evangelicalism, Molly Worthen offers a dramatic 
rethinking of the evangelical movement, arguing that it has been defined not by shared doctrines or 
politics, but by the struggle to reconcile head knowledge and heart religion in an increasingly secular 
America. -- Back cover.

unChristian

"This book traces Dahlman's 2013 trek over the 275-mile trail from Sycamore Shoals, near Eliza-
bethton, Tennessee, to Fort Boonesborough, Kentucky. Initially undertaken after the death of his wife, 
Dahlman's account interweaves the history of the places he traverses with personal reflections and 
dozens of profiles and conversations with people he meets along the way. He questions how the 
Wilderness Road devolved from an important early American route predating Lewis and Clark to the 
humble footpath, both paved and wild, that now meanders through Southern Appalachia"--

Building a Discipling Culture, 3rd Edition

This textbook on how to read the Gospels well can stand on its own as a guide to reading this 
New Testament genre as Scripture. It is also ideally suited to serve as a supplemental text to more 
conventional textbooks that discuss each Gospel systematically. Most textbooks tend to introduce 
students to historical-critical concerns but may be less adequate for showing how the Gospel narratives, 
read as Scripture within the canonical framework of the entire New Testament and the whole Bible, yield 



material for theological reflection and moral edification. Pennington neither dismisses nor duplicates 
the results of current historical-critical work on the Gospels as historical sources. Rather, he offers 
critically aware and hermeneutically intelligent instruction in reading the Gospels in order to hear their 
witness to Christ in a way that supports Christian application and proclamation.

Apostles of Reason

Though the Bible presents a personal and relational God, popular modern worldviews portray an 
impersonal divine force in a purely material world. Readers influenced by this competing worldview 
hold assumptions about fundamental issues—like the nature of humanity, evil, and the purpose of 
life—that present profound obstacles to understanding the Bible. In Inerrancy and Worldview, Dr. Vern 
Poythress offers the first worldview-based defense of scriptural inerrancy, showing how worldview 
differences create or aggravate most perceived difficulties with the Bible. His positive case for biblical 
inerrancy implicitly critiques the worldview of theologians like Enns, Sparks, Allert, and McGowan. 
Poythress, who has researched and published in a variety of fields— including science, linguistics, 
and sociology—deals skillfully with the challenges presented in each of these disciplines. By directly 
addressing key examples in each field, Poythress shows that many difficulties can be resolved simply by 
exposing the influence of modern materialism. Inerrancy and Worldview's positive response to current 
attempts to abandon or redefine inerrancy will enable Christians to respond well to modern challenges 
by employing a worldview that allows the Bible to speak on its own terms.

A Familiar Wilderness

What constitutes the unity of the church over time and across cultures? Can our account of the church's 
apostolic faith embrace the cultural diversity of world Christianity? The ecumenical movement that 
began in the twentieth century posed the problem of the church's apostolicity in profound new ways. In 
the attempt to find unity in the midst of the Protestant-Catholic schism, participants in this movement 
defined the church as a distinct culture—complete with its own structures, rituals, architecture and 
music. Apostolicity became a matter of cultivating the church's own (Western) culture. At the same 
time it became disconnected from mission, and more importantly, from the diverse reality of world 
Christianity. In this pioneering study, John Flett assesses the state of the conversation about the 
apostolic nature of the church. He contends that the pursuit of ecumenical unity has come at the 
expense of dealing responsibly with crosscultural difference. By looking out to the church beyond the 
West and back to the New Testament, Flett presents a bold account of an apostolicity that embraces 
plurality. Missiological Engagements charts interdisciplinary and innovative trajectories in the history, 
theology, and practice of Christian mission, featuring contributions by leading thinkers from both the 
Euro-American West and the majority world whose missiological scholarship bridges church, academy, 
and society.

Reading the Gospels Wisely

Wesley Hill's personal experiences and biblical reflections offer insight into how a nonpracticing gay 
Christian can "prove, live out, and celebrate" the grace of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
For many who are on this path, it's a lonely one. The reality of loneliness and isolation of the 
celibate homosexual Christian is something that Hill lives and takes seriously in his pursuit of the 
gospel-centered life. To those on a similar journey, it's often a life of uncertainties and questions. In 
Washed and Waiting, Hill explores the three main struggles that have been part of his daily effort 
to live faithfully: What exactly does the gospel demand of gay and lesbian Christians, and how can 
it enable them to fulfill its commands? How do Christians who experience homoerotic desires live 
with the loneliness such desires entail? Is there any relief for it? What comfort does the gospel offer? 
Can those of us who struggle with homosexuality please God and truly experience his pleasure in 
the midst of sexual brokenness? Interspersed throughout these main sections are character sketches 
and stories of people who have experienced this journey's trials and triumphs. Hill offers wise counsel 
that is biblically faithful, theologically serious, and oriented to the life and practice of the church. As a 
celibate gay Christian, he gives us a glimpse of what it looks like to wrestle firsthand with God's "No" 
to same-sex sexual intimacy and contemplate serious and difficult questions.

Inerrancy and Worldview

From blue collar to billionaire ... Hunter Valley mine electrician Nathan Tinkler borrowed big in 2005, 
made a fortune from several speculative coal plays, and by 2011 was a self-made billionaire. He had 



gambled and won, but his volatility and reluctance to pay his debts were making him enemies. He lived 
the high life as only a young man would, buying luxury homes, private jets, sports cars and football 
teams, and splurging massively to build a horseracing empire. But Tinkler’s dreams had extended 
beyond even his resources, and his business model worked only in a rising market. When coal prices 
slumped in 2012, Tinkler had no cash flow to service his massive borrowings and no allies to help him 
recover. Within months he was trying desperately to stave off his creditors, large and small, and fighting 
to save his businesses and his fortune. In this impressive new biography, leading business writer Paddy 
Manning tells the story of Tinkler’s meteoric rise to wealth, and captures the drama of his equally rapid 
downfall.

International Bibliography of History of Education and Children's Literature (2013)

This book is a printed edition of the Special Issue "Current Trajectories in Global Pentecostalism: 
Culture, Social Engagement, and Change" that was published in Religions

Apostolicity

How God reveals himself is an important matter for Christians, especially evangelicals. For too long, 
Carisa Ash contends, evangelicals have rightly affirmed that God reveals through the created world, 
but then they functionally neglect such revelation. In this monograph Ash offers a corrective to this 
practice by presenting a theology of revelation that explores the commonalities between various forms 
of revelation (world, written and spoken word, and Incarnate Word). Particularly aimed at theologians 
interested in theological method, Ash's study will also benefit people interested in faith and learning 
or interdisciplinary integration. Ash argues that evangelicals must strive to align more closely their 
affirmations and their practice. Her critique of current practices in theological method and integration, 
along with the proposed theology of revelation, are designed to help move the conversation forward.

Washed and Waiting

How the increasing reliance on metrics to evaluate scholarly publications has produced new forms 
of academic fraud and misconduct. The traditional academic imperative to “publish or perish” is 
increasingly coupled with the newer necessity of “impact or perish”—the requirement that a publication 
have “impact,” as measured by a variety of metrics, including citations, views, and downloads. Gaming 
the Metrics examines how the increasing reliance on metrics to evaluate scholarly publications has 
produced radically new forms of academic fraud and misconduct. The contributors show that the met-
rics-based “audit culture” has changed the ecology of research, fostering the gaming and manipulation 
of quantitative indicators, which lead to the invention of such novel forms of misconduct as citation rings 
and variously rigged peer reviews. The chapters, written by both scholars and those in the trenches of 
academic publication, provide a map of academic fraud and misconduct today. They consider such 
topics as the shortcomings of metrics, the gaming of impact factors, the emergence of so-called 
predatory journals, the “salami slicing” of scientific findings, the rigging of global university rankings, 
and the creation of new watchdogs and forensic practices.

Boganaire

You are on Indigenous lands,swimming in Indigenous waters,looking up at Indigenous skies. Living on 
Stolen Land is a prose-styled look at our colonial-settler 'present'. This book is the first of its kind to 
address and educate a broad audience about the colonial contextual history of Australia, in a highly 
original way. It pulls apart the myths at the heart of our nationhood, and challenges Australia to come to 
terms with its own past and its place within and on 'Indigenous Countries'. This title speaks to many First 
Nations' truths -- stolen lands, sovereignties, time, decolonisation, First Nations perspectives, systemic 
bias and other constructs that inform our present discussions and ever-expanding understanding. This 
title is a timely, thought-provoking and accessible read.

Current Trajectories in Global Pentecostalism: Culture, Social Engagement, and Change

Recent research has demonstrated a loss of verbalization, or grasp of the Christian language, in the 
emerging generations of Western Christianity. As contemporary culture rejects Christian identity more 
and more, subsequent generations are losing the ability to proclaim their faith well. This is particularly 
troubling for those on the theological campus seeking to train and disciple today’s emerging adults as 
the next generation of ministers. Emerging Voices attempts to identify factors behind this phenomenon 



and to map out a better way forward, particularly for the theological campus. As contemporary issues 
such as the elimination of faith from public discourse and the ubiquitous influence of technology shape 
students in the years before college, what can be done to reclaim the Christian language for students 
tasked with preaching the gospel? This project combines a deep dive into some of the leading research 
regarding religion and spirituality in youth and emerging adulthood, alongside of a focused study group. 
In uniting these approaches, Emerging Voices attempts to give expression to those who most need to 
be heard in the coming decades of the Christian church in Western culture.

A Critical Examination of the Doctrine of Revelation in Evangelical Theology

Gaming the Metrics
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