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Islam and Democracy

This volume explores the relationship between religion and politics generally, as well as the global 
wave of democratization in the late twentieth century, as background to different interpretations of 
political Islam. It analyzes the role of these movements in Iran, Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, the Persian Gulf 
(especially Saudi Arabia), and the Palestinian community.

Beyond Piety and Politics

How do ordinary men and women in Muslim-majority societies create religion-informed views of political 
topics such as democracy and economics? Beyond Piety and Politics provides a groundbreaking 
approach to understanding the depth and variety of political attitudes held by people who consider 
themselves to be pious Muslims. Using survey data on religious preferences and behavior, the authors 
argue for the relevance and importance of four outlook categories—religious individualist, social 
communitarian, religious communitarian, and post-Islamist—and use these to explore complex and 
nuanced attitudes of devout Muslims toward issues like democracy and economic distribution. They 
also reveal how intrafaith variation in political attitudes is not due simply to doctrinal differences but 
is also a product of the social aspects of religious association operating within political contexts. By 
highlighting the dynamic societal and political implications of religious devotion, Beyond Piety and 
Politics offers a fascinating new theoretical perspective on Islam and politics.

Between Dissent and Power

This study examines the collective progression of Islamic politics between points of dissent and 
positions of power. It brings about a more a serious understanding of Islamic politics by critically tracing 
the pathways by which Islamic politics has been transformed in the Middle East and Asia.
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Some of the most pressing questions in the Middle East and North Africa today revolve around the 
proper place of Islamic institutions and authorities in governance and political affairs. Drawing on data 
from 42 surveys carried out in fifteen countries between 1988 and 2011, representing the opinions of 
more than 60,000 men and women, this study investigates the reasons that some individuals support 
a central role for Islam in government while others favor a separation of religion and politics. Utilizing 
his newly constructed Carnegie Middle East Governance and Islam Dataset, which has been placed 
in the public domain for use by other researchers, Mark Tessler formulates and tests hypotheses about 
the views held by ordinary citizens, offering insights into the individual and country-level factors that 
shape attitudes toward political Islam.

Political Perspectives on the Muslim World

This study is designed to serve as an introduction to the political situation of the Muslim World and to 
bridge the gap between theoretical and descriptive studies.

Political Islam

The essays and case studies collected here—featuring some of the best material from Middle East 
Report over the past decade as well as much original material—challenge the facile generalizations 
about what Western media and political establishments usually call "Islamic fundamentalism." The 
authors demonstrate the complexity of these movements and offer complementary and contrast-
ing interpretations of their origins and significance. The material included covers a broad range of 
themes—including democracy and civil society, gender relations and popular culture—as they have 
emerged in countries throughout the Middle East and North Africa.

The Middle East

Amidst recent hype about events in the Middle East, there have been few attempts to get below the 
surface and develop a fuller understanding of what politics means there. The Middle East: The Politics of 
the Sacred and Secular redresses this balance and provides essential historical and theoretical context. 
In this book, Shahrough Akhavi shows that the way people think about politics in the Middle East has 
developed in response to historical experience. Islam has obviously played a pivotal role and the book 
does much to disentangle myth and reality about Islamic responses to politics. Refreshingly, however, 
the book focuses on the universal concepts of the individual, civil society, the state, justice, authority 
and obligation and how these have been interpreted by Middle Eastern thinkers in the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries. Akhavi builds a dynamic picture of a politically exciting and engaged region. The 
fresh perspective this book brings to global political theory, and the background it gives students of 
politics in the Middle East make it an important addition to the World Political Theories series.

Faith and Power

Bernard Lewis is recognized around the globe as one of the leading authorities on Islam. Hailed as "the 
world's foremost Islamic scholar" (Wall Street Journal ), as "a towering figure among experts on the 
culture and religion of the Muslim world" (Baltimore Sun ), and as "the doyen of Middle Eastern studies" 
(New York Times ), Lewis is nothing less than a national treasure, a trusted voice that politicians, 
journalists, historians, and the general public have all turned to for insight into the Middle East. Now, 
Lewis has brought together writings on religion and government in the Middle East, so different than in 
the Western world. The collection includes previously unpublished writings, English originals of articles 
published before only in foreign languages, and an introduction to the book by Lewis. Acclaim for 
What Went Wrong? A New York Times Bestseller "Replete with the exceptional historical insight that 
one has come to expect from the world's foremost Islamic scholar." --Karen Elliott House, Wall Street 
Journal Lewis has done us all--Muslim and non-Muslim alike--a remarkable service.... The book's great 
strength, and its claim upon our attention, [is that] it offers a long view in the midst of so much short-term 
and confusing punditry on television, in the op-ed pages, on campuses and in strategic studies think 
tanks." --Paul Kennedy, The New York Times Book Review Acclaim for From Babel to Dragomans 
"Lewis has long been considered the West's leading interpreter of Mideast culture and history, and 
this collection only solidifies his reputation."--National Review "For more than four decades, Lewis has 
been one of the most respected scholars and prolific writers on the history and politics of the Middle 
East. In this compilation of more than 50 journal articles and essays, he displays the full range of his 
eloquence, knowledge, and insight regarding this pivotal and volatile region."--Booklist



Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring

The landscape of the Middle East has changed dramatically since 2011, as have the political arena 
and the discourse around democracy. In Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring, John L. Esposito, 
John Voll, and Tamara Sonn examine the state of democracy in Muslim-majority societies today. 
Applying a twenty-first century perspective to the question of whether Islam is "compatible" with 
democracy, they redirect the conversation toward a new politics of democracy that transcends both 
secular authoritarianism and Political Islam. While the opposition movements of the Arab Spring vary 
from country to country, each has raised questions regarding equality, economic justice, democratic 
participation, and the relationship between Islam and democracy in their respective countries. Does 
democracy require a secular political regime? Are religious movements the most effective opponents of 
authoritarian secularist regimes? Esposito, Voll, and Sonn examine these questions and shed light on 
how these opposition movements reflect the new global realities of media communication and sources 
of influence and power. Positioned for a broad readership of scholars and students, policy-makers, and 
media experts, Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring will quickly become a go-to for all who 
watch the Middle East, inside and outside of academia.

Political Islam in the Age of Democratization

The continued prominence of Islam in the struggle for democracy in the Muslim world has confounded 
Western democracy theorists who largely consider secularism a prerequisite for democratic transitions. 
Kamran Bokhari and Farid Senzai offer a comprehensive view of the complex nature of contemporary 
political Islam and its relationship to democracy.

Iraq, Democracy and the Future of the Muslim World

Topics such as the compatibility of Islam and democracy, and the question of whether democracy can 
be encouraged in the Middle East are looked at carefully. Contributors evaluate the circumstances 
under which democracy can be imposed by outside force, and ask what forces are driving the 
confrontation between the West and Islam, before looking at how this confrontation is likely to develop. 
--

Rethinking Political Islam

For years, scholars hypothesized about what Islamists might do if they ever came to power. Now, 
they have answers: confusing ones. In the Levant, ISIS established a government by brute force, 
implementing an extreme interpretation of Islamic law. On the opposite end of the spectrum, Tunisia's 
Ennahda Party governed in coalition with two secular parties, ratified a liberal constitution, and 
voluntarily stepped down from power. In Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood, the world's oldest Islamist 
movement, won power through free elections only to be ousted by a military coup. The strikingly 
disparate results of Islamist movements have challenged conventional wisdom on political Islam, 
forcing experts and Islamists to rethink some of their most basic assumptions. In Rethinking Political 
Islam, two of the leading scholars on Islamism, Shadi Hamid and William McCants, have gathered 
a group of leading specialists in the field to explain how an array of Islamist movements across the 
Middle East and Asia have responded. Unlike ISIS and other jihadist groups that garner the most 
media attention, these movements have largely opted for gradual change. Their choices, however, have 
been reshaped by the revolutionary politics of the region. The groups depicted in the volume capture 
the contradictions, successes, and failures of Islamism, providing a fascinating window into a rapidly 
changing Middle East. It is the first book to systematically assess the evolution of mainstream Islamist 
groups since the Arab uprisings and the rise of ISIS, covering 12 country cases. In each instance, 
contributors address key questions, including: gradual versus revolutionary approaches to change; the 
use of tactical or situational violence; attitudes toward the nation-state; and how ideology, religion, and 
political variables interact. For the first time in book form, readers will also hear directly from Islamist 
activists and leaders themselves, as they offer their own perspectives on the future of their movements. 
Islamists will have the opportunity to challenge the assumptions and arguments of some of the leading 
scholars of Islamism, in the spirit of constructive dialogue. Rethinking Political Islam includes three of 
the most important country cases outside the Middle East-Indonesia, Malaysia, and Pakistan-allowing 
readers to consider a greater diversity of Islamist experiences. The book's contributors have immersed 
themselves in the world of political Islam and conducted original research in the field, resulting in rich 
accounts of what animates Islamist behavior.



Islam and Democracy

Can islam and democracy exist side by side? Is Islam compatible with democracy? The text examines 
one of the most frequently-asked and yet misguided questions. Democratic ethos should not and cannot 
be deduced from some essence of religions supposedly inscribed in the scriptures. Rather, they are the 
outcome of political struggles that push Islam toward democratic or authoritarian directions. Asef Bayat 
offers a new approach to examine Islam and democracy arguing how the social struggles of diverse 
Muslim populations, those with different interests and orientation, render Islam to embrace democratic 
ideas or authoritarian disposition. "Islamism" and "post-Islamism" are discussed as representing two 
contrasting movements which have taken Islam into different, authoritarian and inclusive, political 
directions.

Islamism, Arab Spring, and the Future of Democracy

This book provides an in-depth analysis of public opinion patterns among Muslims, particularly in the 
Arab world. On the basis of data from the World Values Survey, the Arab Barometer Project and the 
Arab Opinion Index, it compares the dynamics of Muslim opinion structures with global publics and 
arrives at social scientific predictions of value changes in the region. Using country factor scores from 
a variety of surveys, it also develops composite indices of support for democracy and a liberal society 
on a global level and in the Muslim world, and analyzes a multivariate model of opinion structures in 
the Arab world, based on over 40 variables from 12 countries in the Arab League and covering 67% 
of the total population of the Arab countries. While being optimistic about the general, long-term trend 
towards democracy and the resilience of Arab and Muslim civil society to Islamism, the book also 
highlights anti-Semitic trends in the region and discusses them in the larger context of xenophobia in 
traditional societies. In light of the current global confrontation with radical Islamism, this book provides 
vital material for policy planners, academics and think tanks alike.

The Islamic Shield

While politicians and media pundits debate the success of U.S. attempts to instill a democratic 
government in Iraq, author and social scientist Elie Elhadj, Ph.D., explains why thoughts of a demo-
cratic Arab-Muslim nation are nothing but fantasy."Arab people are characterized by obedience to a 
hierarchical authority, Syrian-born Elhadj states. Western-style democracy can never fill this cultural 
mandate."Elhadj explains how Muslim Arab political and religious leaders raise the tenets of Islam in 
a shield against democracy in order to protect their power. Constant preaching by Islam's religious 
leaders, instructing Muslims to blindly obey their leaders, has created an attitude of political quietism in 
regard to the tyranny of Arab rulers and ambivalence towards democracy, Elhadj says in his book.Using 
Syria and Saudi Arabia as the archetypal Arab governments, The Islamic Shield outlines the numerous 
reasons why genuine democratic reforms are not likely to emerge in Arab countries for a very long 
time. Instead, Elhadj proposes that a benevolent dictatorship may be a more hopeful and realistic 
expectation, especially since democratic elections are likely to result in the election of a theocratic 
dictator rather than a secular democratic one. A benevolent dictatorship would fulfill the goal of reducing 
Arab rulers' cruelty, which fans the flame of Islamic extremism and Jihadism, he states.Jihadism and 
its causes are examined in detail by Elhadj. He makes the case that Jihadist terrorism is fueled by 
the oppression and frustration of the Arab masses that results not only from tyrannical Arab rule, 
but also from the perception of biased American policies in the Middle East. Combined with the 
growing influence from extremist factions within Islam, these oppressions form a vicious cycle of violent 
confrontation, Elhadj says."Islamist extremism alone does not cause terrorism," Elhadj states: "What 
Islamist extremism does is to turn political frustrations into religious crusades."The United States may 
even have created a set-back for themselves in the effort to democratize the Middle East, Elhadj says. 
As the United States deposed the Arab World's most secular regime in Iraq, a theocratic leadership 
aligned to Tehran emerged with potentially far-reaching regional political and religious consequences.

Islam and Democracy After the Arab Spring

This title examines the recent Arab uprisings and the democratic process in the Muslim world, while 
also analysing the larger relationship between religion and politics. The text applies a 21st-century 
perspective to the question of whether or not Islam is 'compatible' with democracy by redirecting the 
conversation toward a new politics of democracy that transcends both secular authoritarianism and 
Political Islam.



Islam and Democracy in the Middle East

A comprehensive assessment of the origins and staying power of Middle East autocracies, as well as 
a sober account of the struggles of state reformers and opposition forces to promote civil liberties, 
competitive elections and a pluralistic vision of Islam. Drawing on the insights of some 25 leading 
Western and Middle Eastern scholars, the book highlights the dualistic and often contradictory nature 
of political liberalization. Yemen suggest, political liberalization - as managed by the state - not only 
opens new spaces for debate and criticism, but is also used as a deliberate tactic to avoid genuine 
democratization. In several chapters on Iran, the authors analyze the benefits and costs of limited 
reform. There, the electoral successes of President Mohammad Khatami and his reformist allies 
inspired a new generation but have not as yet undermined the clerical establishment's power. By 
contrast, in Turkey a party with Islamist roots is moving a discredited system beyond decades of conflict 
and paralysis, following a stunning election victory in 2002. force for change. While acknowledging 
the enduring attraction of radical Islam throughout the Arab world, the concluding chapters carefully 
assess the recent efforts of Muslim civil society activists and intellectuals to promote a liberal Islamic 
alternative. Their struggles to affirm the compatibility of Islam and pluralistic democracy face daunting 
challenges, not least of which is the persistent efforts of many Arab rulers to limit the influence of all 
advocates of democracy, secular or religious.

An Introduction to the Modern Middle East

Combining elements of comparative politics with a country-by-country analysis, author David S. Soren-
son provides a complete and accessible introduction to the modern Middle East. With an emphasis 
on the politics of the region, the text also dedicates chapters specifically to the history, religions, and 
economies of countries in the Persian (Arabian) Gulf, the Eastern Mediterranean, and North Africa. In 
each country chapter, a brief political history is followed by discussions of democratization, religious 
politics, women's issues, civil society, economic development, privatization, and foreign relations. In this 
updated and revised second edition, An Introduction to the Modern Middle East includes new material 
on the Arab Spring, the changes in Turkish politics, the Iranian nuclear issues, and the latest efforts to 
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian dilemma. Introductory chapters provide an important thematic overview 
for each of the book's individual country chapters and short vignettes throughout the book offer readers 
a chance for personal reflection.

Mobilizing Religion in Middle East Politics

Contrary to the expectations of the secularization theorists, religious political movements rose to 
prominence in numerous countries across the globe in the past three decades. By examining the 
conditions that underlie the electoral fortunes of religious actors in democratic regimes, this book 
contributes to our understanding of this worldwide religious resurgence. Employing a social movement 
theory framework, Mobilizing Religion in Middle East Politics explores the macro and micro dynamics 
of successful political mobilization by Sephardic Torah Guardians (Shas) in Israel and the National 
Outlook Movement in Turkey in the recent decades. In a comparative framework, the book demonstrates 
how ripe political opportunities, appropriate frames and dense social networks contribute to building 
popular support in Israel and Turkey. Yusuf Sarfati also assesses the effects of the increasing political 
power of religious actors on democratic governance and illustrates similarities and differences between 
two countries. Drawing on empirical data from a range of interviews conducted in both Israel and Turkey, 
this book provides a comparative study of religious politics in two countries that are often thought 
of as ‘exceptional cases,’ and are rarely compared. As such, this book is a welcome contribution for 
those studying Middle East politics, comparative politics, religious politics, democratization and social 
movements.

Religious Radicalism and Politics in the Middle East

This book explores in a comparative perspective two fundamentalist waves that have rolled over the 
Middle East during the last two decades. Jewish and Muslim extremism have had a profound impact 
on the culture and politics of this important region. One thinks immediately of the Guh Emunism 
settlements on the West Bank, the Iranian revolution, and the assassination of President Sadat. 
The authors highlight various facets of the phenomena, such as Haradi Jewish ultra-orthodoxy, the 
transformation of secular Israeli nationalism by the Gush, Iranian attempts to spread the revolutionary 
gospel to the Sunni world, and fundamentalism as the spearhead of the national uprising in the Gaza. 



The introduction outlines what the extremist movements in both religions have in common, where they 
diverge, and how they are shaping the future of the Middle East.

Democracy and Islam

Islam is of major contemporary interest. It is a topic that is regularly featured in the news and is 
frequently a debated subject. This book is intended to provide easy reading of basic facts on Democracy 
and Islam as two systems of governance. These are the series: • Democracy and Islam: Two Systems 
of Governance • Evolution of the Umma and the Rise of Islam • Muhammad `s Arabia. The Abode 
of the Prophet of Islam • The Spread of the Islamic Empire from Arabia through the Middle East, 
Asia, Africa, Eastern and Western Europe. This series of books provides basic information in an easy 
readable approach. In this book, Democracy and Islam, ideologies, principles, and governance are 
discussed, highlighting the principal differences and their relevance to law and order, economy, culture, 
and individualism. Islamic and democratic rules are explored, providing an in-depth understanding of 
the impact of the two types of governance. Contemporary political scenarios are discussed, providing 
a background on conflicts in the Middle East and enabling the readers to gauge the progress toward 
democratization in the nations of Middle East. The next two books explore the circumstances under 
which Islam was born and how it evolved into the Umma. The fourth book analyzes the forces by 
which Islam spread through the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and Eastern and Western Europe. Primary 
and secondary sources, websites by acknowledged academic authors, and media reporting current 
affairs have been sourced. Pursuing these enable the reader to keep abreast with current affairs. A list 
for further reading encourages the reader to develop a wider knowledge base and pursue a deeper 
understanding.

Islamism

An incisive analysis of Islamist movements in the Middle East A political, social, and cultural battle is 
currently raging in the Middle East. On one side are the Islamists, those who believe Islam should 
be the region's primary identity. In opposition are nationalists, secularists, royal families, military 
establishments, and others who view Islamism as a serious threat to national security, historical identity, 
and a cohesive society. This provocative, vitally important work explores the development of the largest, 
most influential Islamic groups in the Middle East over the past century. Tarek Osman examines why 
political Islam managed to win successive elections and how Islamist groups in various nations have 
responded after ascending to power. He dissects the alliances that have formed among Islamist factions 
and against them, addressing the important issues of Islamism's compatibility with modernity, with the 
region's experiences in the twentieth century, and its impact on social contracts and minorities. He 
explains what Salafism means, its evolution, and connections to jihadist groups in the Middle East. 
Osman speculates on what the Islamists' prospects for the future will mean for the region and the rest 
of the world.

Islamic Populism in Indonesia and the Middle East

This book compares the evolution of Islamic populism in Indonesia and the Middle East to shed new 
light on contemporary Islamic politics.

Temptations of Power

In 1989, Francis Fukuyama famously announced the "end of history." The Berlin Wall had fallen; liberal 
democracy had won out. But what of illiberal democracy--the idea that popular majorities, working 
through the democratic process, might reject gender equality, religious freedoms, and other norms 
that Western democracies take for granted? Nowhere have such considerations become more relevant 
than in the Middle East, where the uprisings of 2011 swept the Muslim Brotherhood and other Islamist 
groups to power. In Temptations of Power, Shadi Hamid draws on hundreds of interviews with leaders 
and activists from across the region to advance a new understanding of how Islamist movements 
change over time. He puts forward the bold thesis that repression "forced" Islamists to moderate their 
politics, work in coalitions, de-emphasize Islamic law, and set aside the dream of an Islamic state. 
Meanwhile, democratic openings in the 1980s--and again during the Arab Spring--pushed Islamists 
back toward their original conservatism. With the uprisings of 2011, Islamists found themselves in an 
enviable position, but one for which they were unprepared. Groups like the Brotherhood combine the 
features of both political parties and religious movements, leading to an inherent tension they have 
struggled to resolve. However pragmatic they may be, their ultimate goal remains the Islamization of 



society. When the electorate they represent is conservative as well, they can push their own form of 
illiberal democracy while insisting they are carrying out the popular will. This can lead to overreach and 
significant backlash. Yet, while the Egyptian coup and the subsequent crackdown were a devastating 
blow for the Islamist "project," obituaries of political Islam are premature. As long as the battle over the 
role of religion in public life continues, Islamist parties in countries as diverse as Egypt, Tunisia, and 
Jordan will remain an important force whether in the ranks of opposition or the halls of power. But what 
are the key factors driving their evolution? A timely and provocative reassessment, Hamid's account 
serves as an essential compass for those trying to understand where the region's varied Islamist groups 
have come from and where they might be headed.

Democratic Transition in the Middle East

Popular uprisings and revolts across the Arab Middle East have often resulted in a democratic faragh 
or void in power. How society seeks to fill that void, regardless of whether the regime falls or survives, 
is the common trajectory followed by the seven empirical case studies published here for the first 
time. This edited volume seeks to unpack the state of the democratic void in three interrelated fields: 
democracy, legitimacy and social relations. In doing so, the conventional treatment of democratization 
as a linear, formal, systemic and systematic process is challenged and the power politics of democratic 
transition reassessed. Through a close examination of case studies focusing on Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen, this collection introduces the reader to indigenous narratives on how power 
is wrested and negotiated from the bottom up. It will be of interest to those seeking a fresh perspective 
on democratization models as well as those seeking to understand the reshaping of the Arab Middle 
East in the lead-up to the Arab Spring.

Islamic Exceptionalism

In Islamic Exceptionalism, Brookings Institution scholar and acclaimed author Shadi Hamid offers a 
novel and provocative argument on how Islam is, in fact, "exceptional" in how it relates to politics, with 
profound implications for how we understand the future of the Middle East. Divides among citizens aren't 
just about power but are products of fundamental disagreements over the very nature and purpose of 
the modern nation state—and the vexing problem of religion’s role in public life. Hamid argues for a new 
understanding of how Islam and Islamism shape politics by examining different models of reckoning 
with the problem of religion and state, including the terrifying—and alarmingly successful—example of 
ISIS. With unprecedented access to Islamist activists and leaders across the region, Hamid offers a 
panoramic and ambitious interpretation of the region's descent into violence. Islamic Exceptionalism 
is a vital contribution to our understanding of Islam's past and present, and its outsized role in modern 
politics. We don't have to like it, but we have to understand it—because Islam, as a religion and as an 
idea, will continue to be a force that shapes not just the region, but the West as well in the decades to 
come.

Religions and Constitutional Transitions in the Muslim Mediterranean

This book investigates the role of Islam and religious freedom in the constitutional transitions of six 
North African and Middle Eastern countries, namely Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Turkey, and 
Palestine. In particular, the book, with an interdisciplinary approach, investigates the role of Islam 
as a political, institutional and societal force. Issues covered include: the role played by Islam as a 
constitutional reference – a "static force" able to strengthen and legitimize the entire constitutional order; 
Islam as a political reference used by some political parties in their struggle to acquire political power; 
and Islam as a specific religion that, like other religions in the area, embodies diverse perspectives 
on the nature and role of religious freedom in society. The volume provides insight about the political 
dimension of Islam, as used by political forces, as well as the religious dimension of Islam. This 
provides a new and wider perspective able to take into account the increasing social pluralism of the 
South-Mediterranean region. By analyzing three different topics – Islam and constitutionalism, religious 
political parties, and religious freedom – the book offers a dynamic picture of the role played by Islam 
and religious freedom in the process of state-building in a globalized age in which human rights and 
pluralism are crucial dimensions.

Western Dominance and Political Islam

This book challenges prevalent Western media and popular interpretations of Islam. Through a political 
and historical analysis of Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Pakistan—countries that represent the religious, 



ethnic, and ideological spectrum of the Muslim world—it explores whether or not Islam as a political 
religion and civilization can provide a preferable alternative to Western capitalist democracy. Sayeed 
argues that although Islamic fundamentalism, particularly in its militant and violent form, lacks the 
potential to become such a system, some of the major Islamic ideas, if reinterpreted and reformulated, 
can provide a viable alternative to Western political and economic dominance, especially in the Middle 
and Near East.

Islam, the Middle East, and the New Global Hegemony

Murden (strategic studies and international affairs, Britannia Royal Naval College) examines how the 
"remorseless march of the globalized Western hegemony" is changing Muslim politics and culture and 
how Muslim peoples are reacting to it. After critically examining the West's cultural discourse about 
Islam, he discusses the way that U.S. projects military power in the Middle East and looks at varying 
responses by Muslim states and Islamic activists. Islamic engagement with the global economic order 
is also explored. The tensions between Islamists and authoritarian secular states is examined with 
special attention paid to the democratization attempts taking place in Iran. Finally, the possibilities for 
the Islamic countries to push counterhegemonic plans is negatively evaluated. Annotation copyrighted 
by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Beyond Islam

In this magisterial work, Sami Zubaida draws on a distinguished career's worth of experience trying to 
understand the region to address the fundamental question in Middle East studies: what is the Middle 
East? He argues, controversially, that to see it through the prism of Islam, as it is conventionally viewed, 
is to completely misunderstand it. Many of what we think of as the 'Islamic' characteristics of the region 
are products of culture and society, not religion.To think of Islam itself as an essential, anti-modern 
force in the region rather than something shaped by specific historical-economic processes is, Zubaida 
argues, a mistake. Instead, he offers us an alternative view of the region, its historic cosmpolitanism, its 
religious and cultural diversity, its rapid adoption of new media cultures, which reveals a multi-faceted 
and complex region teeming with multiple identities. Wide-ranging, erudite and powerfully argued, 
Zubaida's work will be essential reading for future generations of students of this fascinating region.

Reaching for Power

As the world focuses on the conflict in Iraq, the most important political players in that country today 
are not the Sunni insurgents. Instead, they are Iraq's Shi'I majority--part of the Middle East's ninety 
million Shi'I Muslims who hold the key to the future of the region and the relations between Muslim 
and Western societies. So contends Yitzhak Nakash, one of the world's foremost experts on Shi'ism. 
With his characteristic verve and style, Nakash traces the role of the Shi'is in the struggle that is raging 
today among Muslims for the soul of Islam. He shows that in contrast to the growing militancy among 
Sunni groups since the 1990s, Shi'is have shifted their focus from confrontation to accommodation 
with the West. Constituting sixty percent of the population of Iraq, they stand squarely at the center 
of the U.S government's attempt to remake the Middle East and bring democracy to the region. 
This groundbreaking book addresses the crucial importance of Shi'is to the U.S. endeavor. Yet it also 
alerts readers to the strong nationalist sentiments of Shi'is, underscoring the difficult challenge that 
the United States faces in attempting to impose a new order in the Middle East. The book provides 
a comprehensive historical perspective on Shi'ism, beginning with the emergence of the movement 
during the seventh century, continuing through its rise as a political force since the Iranian Islamic 
Revolution of 1978-79, and leading up to the Iraqi elections of January 2005. Drawing extensively 
on Arabic sources, this comparative study highlights the reciprocal influences shaping the political 
development of Shi'is in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Lebanon, as well as the impact of the revival 
of Shi'ism on the larger Arab world. The narrative concludes with an assessment of the risks and 
possibilities arising from the assertion of Shi'I power in Iraq and from America's attempt to play an 
increasingly forceful role in the Middle East. A landmark book and a work of remarkable scholarship, 
Reaching for Power illuminates the Shi'a resurgence amid the shifting geopolitics of the Middle East.

Islamic Political Movements and Authority in the Arab World

Islamic Political Movements and Power in the Arab World: The Rise and Fall represents a com-
prehensive study of contemporary Islamic political movements and their prospects. Undertaken by 
the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research and employing a scholarly, methodological 



approach, it addresses the prominent transformations that have occurred within certain Islamic political 
organizations as a result of what the media have dubbed the “Arab Spring”—namely those Islamic 
parties and movements which came to power in Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco. In addition, new Islamic 
parties and organizations have emerged, thus re-shaping the political environments of several Arab 
countries. This volume provides an examination of the political rise of Islamists in the wake of the 
so-called “Arab Spring” and deconstructs the experience of Islamic political parties and movements 
in government. It discusses the negative effects and implications of Islamists’ efforts to inject religion 
into the practice of politics and to politicize religion, which have led to increased religious and political 
polarization in a number of Arab countries and undermined efforts to build the national consensus 
needed to achieve peace, economic development, social justice and democratic transformation. The 
authors of the papers presented herein raise pertinent questions concerning the future of Islamic 
political movements in the Arab World, particularly in light of certain movements’ negative experiences 
of governance, the internal developments being witnessed in various Arab countries, and the regional 
and international transformations affecting the Arab world as a whole.

Identity Politics in the Middle East

The role of Islam in the state has become one of the most contentious issues in modern Middle Eastern 
society. It holds a central position in every public debate over constitution, law and civil rights, as well 
as over the very essence of cultural identity. Here Meir Hatina sheds light on the issue of Islam in 
the state through the prism of Egypt during the twentieth century. He traces the continuity of Egyptian 
liberalism, from its emergence during the first half of the century through its repression following the 
July 1952 revolution, to the rise of secular liberalists such as Faraj Fuda in post-revolutionary Egypt. 
'Identity Politics' reveals the assertive nature of the Islamic struggle, the desire to remake the state 
by fostering a close affinity between faith and power, worship and politics, which holds contemporary 
resonance for all Middle Eastern states.

Life as Politics

Prior to 2011, popular imagination perceived the Muslim Middle East as unchanging and unchangeable, 
frozen in its own traditions and history. In Life as Politics, Asef Bayat argues that such presumptions fail 
to recognize the routine, yet important, ways in which ordinary people make meaningful change through 
everyday actions. First published just months before the Arab Spring swept across the region, this 
timely and prophetic book sheds light on the ongoing acts of protest, practice, and direct daily action. 
The second edition includes three new chapters on the Arab Spring and Iran's Green Movement and is 
fully updated to reflect recent events. At heart, the book remains a study of agency in times of constraint. 
In addition to ongoing protests, millions of people across the Middle East are effecting transformation 
through the discovery and creation of new social spaces within which to make their claims heard. 
This eye-opening book makes an important contribution to global debates over the meaning of social 
movements and the dynamics of social change.

Religion, Democracy, and Politics in the Middle East

"Discusses religion, democracy, and politics in the Middle East in the early 21st century and highlights 
dilemmas and challenges for the future of the region"--Provided by publisher.

Political Islam in the Gulf Region

The Islamist Justice and Development Party swept to power in Turkey in 2002. Since then it has shied 
away from a hard-line ideological stance in favour of a more conservative and democratic approach. 
This book asks whether it is possible for a political party with deeply religious ideology to liberalise and 
entertain democracy?

Secularism and Muslim Democracy in Turkey

This wide-ranging set of essays explores the multi-faceted relationship between Islam and democracy. 
Each essayist's unique viewpoint on contemporary Islam provides insight into Islamic political thought 
and its connection to Western democracy.

Islamic Democratic Discourse



This book examines the links between civil society, religion and politics in the Middle East and North 
Africa region. The chapters in the volume explore the role of religion in shaping and changing the 
public sphere in regions that are developing and/or in conflict. They also discuss how these relations 
are reflected on civil society organizations and the role they are expected to play in transitional periods. 
This volume: investigates the conceptual dilemmas regarding what is 'civil society' in the Arab world 
today examines the dynamic roles of civil society organizations and religion in the Middle East and 
North Africa explores the future of the Arab civil society post-'Arab Spring' events, and how the latter 
continues to reshape the demand for democracy in the region. A comprehensive study of how the 
Arab civil society has come into being and its changing roles, this eclectic work will be of interest 
to scholars and researchers of politics, especially political Islam, international relations, Middle East 
Studies, African Studies, sociology and social anthropology.

Religion and Civil Society in the Arab World

Many scholars see democracy and Islam as incompatible. However, history has shown that Muslims 
were the pioneers of a democratic system 1400 years ago. This book illustrates the fact that Muslim 
nations can establish a democratic political system based upon Islamic teachings and principles. 
Democracy must be a homegrown political system that meets not only the political demands of a nation, 
but also the cultural demands. In order for a democracy to work in the nation it is being presented, it 
must align with the people’s values and culture; simply being a worldwide political system is not enough. 
The time has come for Muslim nations to adopt a system that meets the demands of Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike for the sake of peace and justice for all. This is the theme of Islamic democracy that 
this book is attempting to portray for the Middle East.

Islamic Democracy
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