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Explore the significant ideological shifts during the New Deal years, detailing the retreat from liberalism 
and the dynamic clash between collectivists versus progressives. This historical analysis sheds light 
on the evolving political landscape of 1930s America and the foundational debates that shaped the 
era.
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The Retreat from Liberalism

A re-examination of the New Deal, this work describes the changes and conflicts in liberalism during 
the 1930s by examining eight individuals who were representatives of both proponents and opponents 
of the shifts taking place. -- Introd.

Harold Laski and American Liberalism

For nearly three decades, the English political scientist Harold Laski was the gray eminence of 
American liberalism and its most influential Marxist public intellectual. Gary Dean Best traces the 
trajectory of Laski's American career and accounts for its ultimate failure.

New Deal Cowboy

Best known to Americans as the “singing cowboy,” beloved entertainer Gene Autry (1907–1998) 
appeared in countless films, radio broadcasts, television shows, and other venues. While Autry’s 
name and a few of his hit songs are still widely known today, his commitment to political causes and 
public diplomacy deserves greater appreciation. In this innovative examination of Autry’s influence 
on public opinion, Michael Duchemin explores the various platforms this cowboy crooner used to 
support important causes, notably Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal and foreign policy initiatives 
leading up to World War II. As a prolific performer of western folk songs and country-western music, 
Autry gained popularity in the 1930s by developing a persona that appealed to rural, small-town, and 
newly urban fans. It was during this same time, Duchemin explains, that Autry threw his support behind 
the thirty-second president of the United States. Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Duchemin 
demonstrates how Autry popularized Roosevelt’s New Deal policies and made them more attractive to 
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the American public. In turn, the president used the emerging motion picture industry as an instrument 
of public diplomacy to enhance his policy agendas, which Autry’s films, backed by Republic Pictures, 
unabashedly endorsed. As the United States inched toward entry into World War II, the president’s 
focus shifted toward foreign policy. Autry responded by promoting Americanism, war preparedness, 
and friendly relations with Latin America. As a result, Duchemin argues, “Sergeant Gene Autry” played 
a unique role in making FDR’s internationalist policies more palatable for American citizens reluctant 
to engage in another foreign war. New Deal Cowboy enhances our understanding of Gene Autry as 
a western folk hero who, during critical times of economic recovery and international crisis, readily 
assumed the role of public diplomat, skillfully using his talents to persuade a marginalized populace to 
embrace a nationalist agenda. By drawing connections between western popular culture and American 
political history, the book also offers valuable insight concerning the development of leisure and western 
tourism, the information industry, public diplomacy, and foreign policy in twentieth-century America.

A Fierce Discontent

The Progressive Era, a few brief decades around the turn of the last century, still burns in American 
memory for its outsized personalities: Theodore Roosevelt, whose energy glinted through his pince-nez; 
Carry Nation, who smashed saloons with her axe and helped stop an entire nation from drinking; women 
suffragists, who marched in the streets until they finally achieved the vote; Andrew Carnegie and the 
super-rich, who spent unheard-of sums of money and became the wealthiest class of Americans since 
the Revolution. Yet the full story of those decades is far more than the sum of its characters. In Michael 
McGerr's A Fierce Discontent America's great political upheaval is brilliantly explored as the root cause 
of our modern political malaise. The Progressive Era witnessed the nation's most convulsive upheaval, 
a time of radicalism far beyond the Revolution or anything since. In response to the birth of modern 
America, with its first large-scale businesses, newly dominant cities, and an explosion of wealth, one 
small group of middle-class Americans seized control of the nation and attempted to remake society 
from bottom to top. Everything was open to question -- family life, sex roles, race relations, morals, 
leisure pursuits, and politics. For a time, it seemed as if the middle-class utopians would cause a 
revolution. They accomplished an astonishing range of triumphs. From the 1890s to the 1910s, as 
American soldiers fought a war to make the world safe for democracy, reformers managed to outlaw 
alcohol, close down vice districts, win the right to vote for women, launch the income tax, take over 
the railroads, and raise feverish hopes of making new men and women for a new century. Yet the 
progressive movement collapsed even more spectacularly as the war came to an end amid race riots, 
strikes, high inflation, and a frenzied Red scare. It is an astonishing and moving story. McGerr argues 
convincingly that the expectations raised by the progressives' utopian hopes have nagged at us ever 
since. Our current, less-than-epic politics must inevitably disappoint a nation that once thought in epic 
terms. The New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, the Great Society, and now the war on terrorism 
have each entailed ambitious plans for America; and each has had dramatic impacts on policy and 
society. But the failure of the progressive movement set boundaries around the aspirations of all of 
these efforts. None of them was as ambitious, as openly determined to transform people and create 
utopia, as the progressive movement. We have been forced to think modestly ever since that age of 
bold reform. For all of us, right, center, and left, the age of "fierce discontent" is long over.

Great Depression

"Learn about the causes, main events, key players, and lasting impacts of the Great Depression"--

United States Academic Decathlon Curriculum

ultimately elevating public opinion of his administration but falling flat in achieving the economic 
revitalization that America so desperately needed from the Great Depression. Folsom takes a critical, 
revisionist look at Roosevelt's presidency, his economic policies, and his personal life. Elected in 1932 
on a buoyant tide of promises to balance the increasingly uncontrollable national budget and reduce 
the catastrophic unemployment rate, the charismatic thirty-second president not only neglected to 
pursue those goals, he made dramatic changes to federal programming that directly contradicted his 
campaign promises. Price fixing, court packing, regressive taxes, and patronism were all hidden inside 
the alphabet soup of his popular New Deal, putting a financial strain on the already suffering lower 
classes and discouraging the upper classes from taking business risks that potentially could have 
jostled national cash flow from dormancy.



New Deal Or Raw Deal?

Presents a history of the Great Depression, including the events that led up to it and the New Deal that 
followed, with chronologies, personal narratives, and documents.

Focus On: 100 Most Popular 20Th-century American Politicians

A major figure in American legal history during the first half of the twentieth century, Felix Solomon 
Cohen (1907–1953) is best known for his realist view of the law and his efforts to grant Native 
Americans more control over their own cultural, political, and economic affairs. A second-generation 
Jewish American, Cohen was born in Manhattan, where he attended the College of the City of New 
York before receiving a Ph.D. in philosophy from Harvard University and a law degree from Columbia 
University. Between 1933 and 1948 he served in the Solicitor's Office of the Department of the Interior, 
where he made lasting contributions to federal Indian law, drafting the Indian Reorganization Act of 
1934, the Indian Claims Commission Act of 1946, and, as head of the Indian Law Survey, authoring 
The Handbook of Federal Indian Law (1941), which promoted the protection of tribal rights and 
continues to serve as the basis for developments in federal Indian law.In Architect of Justice, Dalia 
Tsuk Mitchell provides the first intellectual biography of Cohen, whose career and legal philosophy 
she depicts as being inextricably bound to debates about the place of political, social, and cultural 
groups within American democracy. Cohen was, she finds, deeply influenced by his own experiences 
as a Jewish American and discussions within the Jewish community about assimilation and cultural 
pluralism as well the persecution of European Jews before and during World War II.Dalia Tsuk Mitchell 
uses Cohen's scholarship and legal work to construct a history of legal pluralism—a tradition in 
American legal and political thought that has immense relevance to contemporary debates and that 
has never been examined before. She traces the many ways in which legal pluralism informed New 
Deal policymaking and demonstrates the importance of Cohen's work on behalf of Native Americans 
in this context, thus bringing federal Indian law from the margins of American legal history to its center. 
By following the development of legal pluralism in Cohen's writings, Architect of Justice demonstrates 
a largely unrecognized continuity in American legal thought between the Progressive Era and ongoing 
debates about multiculturalism and minority rights today. A landmark work in American legal history, 
this biography also makes clear the major contribution Felix S. Cohen made to America's legal and 
political landscape through his scholarship and his service to the American government.

The Great Depression

Provides an overview of life in the United States since 1970, discussing family, social attitudes, religion, 
education, science, technology, entertainment, crime, labor, military, transportation, public health, and 
other related topics.

Architect of Justice

For nearly three decades, the English political scientist Harold Laski was the gray eminence of 
American liberalism and its most influential Marxist public intellectual. Gary Dean Best traces the 
trajectory of Laski's American career and accounts for its ultimate failure.

Handbook to Life in America

As editor Kenneth E. Hendrickson, III, notes in his introduction: “Since the end of the nineteenth-century, 
industrialization has become a global phenomenon. After the relative completion of the advanced 
industrial economies of the West after 1945, patterns of rapid economic change invaded societies 
beyond western Europe, North America, the Commonwealth, and Japan.” In The Encyclopedia of the 
Industrial Revolution in World History contributors survey the Industrial Revolution as a world historical 
phenomenon rather than through the traditional lens of a development largely restricted to Western 
society. The Encyclopedia of the Industrial Revolution in World History is a three-volume work of over 
1,000 entries on the rise and spread of the Industrial Revolution across the world. Entries comprise 
accessible but scholarly explorations of topics from the “aerospace industry” to “zaibatsu.” Contributor 
articles not only address topics of technology and technical innovation but emphasize the individual 
human and social experience of industrialization. Entries include generous selections of biographical 
figures and human communities, with articles on entrepreneurs, working men and women, families, 
and organizations. They also cover legal developments, disasters, and the environmental impact of 
the Industrial Revolution. Each entry also includes cross-references and a brief list of suggested 



readings to alert readers to more detailed information. The Encyclopedia of the Industrial Revolution 
in World History includes over 300 illustrations, as well as artfully selected, extended quotations from 
key primary sources, from Thomas Malthus’ “Essay on the Principal of Population” to Arthur Young’s 
look at Birmingham, England in 1791. This work is the perfect reference work for anyone conducting 
research in the areas of technology, business, economics, and history on a world historical scale.

Harold Laski And American Liberalism

Every 3rd issue is a quarterly cumulation.

The Encyclopedia of the Industrial Revolution in World History

Article abstracts and citations of reviews and dissertations covering the United States and Canada.

The Place of Europe in American History

This book argues that it was primarily the encounter with totalitarianism that dissolved the ideals 
of American progressivism and crystallized the ideals of postwar liberalism. In politics, the ideal of 
governance by a strong, independent executive was rejected and a politics of contending interest 
groups was embraced.

Book Review Index

Leandra Ruth Zarnow tells the inspiring and timely story of Bella Abzug, a New York politician who 
brought the passion and ideals of 1960s protest movements to Congress. Abzug promoted feminism, 
privacy protections, gay rights, and human rights. Her efforts shifted the political center, until more 
conservative forces won back the Democratic Party.

Forthcoming Books

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in Non-Fiction. This book is a landmark in American political thought. 
Preeminent Richard Hofstadter examines the passion for progress and reform that colored the entire 
period from 1890 to 1940 with startling and stimulating results. The Age of Reform searches out the 
moral and emotional motives of the reformers the myths and dreams in which they believed, and the 
realities with which they had to compromise.

America, History and Life

Although critics defended the trend, arguing that truly visionary art transcended politics, Bezner notes 
that the cold war era effectively silenced some of the most socially engaged photographers in American 
society."--BOOK JACKET.

Liberalism in the Shadow of Totalitarianism

By applying various critical historical strategies and methodologies to the study of 19th- and 20th-cen-
tury American public life, this volume unearths fascinating chronicles in American history, such as the 
alliance of the Anti-Saloon League and the Klu Klux Klan.

Battling Bella
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Choice

Richard Hofstadter, the distinguished historian and twice winner of the Pulitzer Prize, brilliantly as-
sesses the ideas and contributions of the three major American interpretive historians of the twentieth 
century: Frederick Jackson Turner, Charles A. Beard and V.L. Parrington. These men, whose views of 
history were shaped in large part by the political battles of the Progressive era, provided the Progressive 
movement with a usable past and the American liberal mind with a historical tradition. The Progressive 
Historians is at once a critique of historical thought during this decisive period of American development 
and an account of how these three writers led American historians into the controversial political world 
of the twentieth century. Turner, in developing his idea that American democracy is the outcome of 
the experience of frontier expansion and the settlement of the West, introduced his fellow historians 



to a set of new concepts and methods, and in doing so doing re-drew the guidelines of American 
historiography. Beard insisted upon the elitist origins of the Constitution, crusaded for the economic 
interpretation of history, and ultimately staked his historical reputation on an isolationist view of recent 
American foreign policy. Parrington emphasized the moral and social functions of literature, and read 
the history of literature as a history of the national political mind. In recent years, the tide has run against 
the Progressive historians, as one specialist after another has taken issue with their interpretations. 
The movement of contemporary historical thought has led to a rediscovery of the complexity of the 
American past. Although he cannot share the faith of the Progressive historians in the sufficiency of 
American liberalism as a guide to the modern world, Richard Hofstadter believes we have much to 
learn about ourselves from a reconsideration of their insights.

American Book Publishing Record

An exploration of the theories, histories, practices, and contradictions of liberalism today. What does 
it mean to be a liberal in neoliberal times? This collection of short essays attempts to show how 
liberals and the wider concept of liberalism remain relevant in what many perceive to be a highly 
illiberal age. Liberalism in the broader sense revolves around tolerance, progress, humanitarianism, 
objectivity, reason, democracy, and human rights. Liberalism's emphasis on individual rights opened a 
theoretical pathway to neoliberalism, through private property, a classically minimal liberal state, and 
the efficiency of “free markets.” In practice, neoliberalism is associated less with the economic dereg-
ulation championed by its advocates than the re-regulation of the economy to protect financial capital. 
Liberalism in Neoliberal Times engages with the theories, histories, practices, and contradictions of 
liberalism, viewing it in relation to four central areas of public life: human rights, ethnicity and gender, 
education, and the media. The contributors explore the transformations in as well as the transformative 
aspects of liberalism and highlight both its liberating and limiting capacities. The book contends that 
liberalism—in all its forms—continues to underpin specific institutions such as the university, the free 
press, the courts, and, of course, parliamentary democracy. Liberal ideas are regularly mobilized in 
areas such as counterterrorism, minority rights, privacy, and the pursuit of knowledge. This book 
contends that while we may not agree on much, we can certainly agree that an understanding of 
liberalism and its emancipatory capacity is simply too important to be left to the liberals Contributors 
Alejandro Abraham-Hamanoiel, Patrick Ainley, Abdullahi An-Na'im, Michael Bailey, Haim Bresheeth, 
Ba_ak Çal1, David Chandler, William Davies, Costas Douzinas, Natalie Fenton, Des Freedman, Roberto 
Gargarella, Priyamvada Gopal, Jonathan Hardy, John Holmwood, Ratna Kapur, Gholam Khiabany, 
Ray Kiely, Monika Krause, Deepa Kumar, Arun Kundnani, Colin Leys, Howard Littler, Kathleen Lynch, 
Robert W. McChesney, Nivedita Menon, Toby Miller, Kate Nash, Joan Pedro-Carañana, Julian Petley, 
Anne Phillips, Jonathan Rosenhead, Annabelle Sreberny, John Steel, Michael Wayne, Milly Williamson

The British National Bibliography

As one of Roosevelt's "brain trusters" and a leading spokesman for the policies of the New Deal in the 
1930s, Rexford Tugwell was a major force in government in one of the most critical periods in American 
history. In this colorful memoir, Tugwell begins with his entry as a freshman into the Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania in the fall of 1911 and concludes with his acceptance in 1933 of the 
post of Assistant Secretary of Agriculture in the Roosevelt Administration. Along the way, the reader is 
treated to a wealth of reactions and asides about a number of significant people, among them Scott 
Nearing, Simon Nelson Patten, Joseph Wharton, Ezra Pound, Thorstein Veblen, Allen Tate, and his 
colleagues on the New Republic of the 1920s. Through his often wryly ironic anecdotes, Tugwell reveals 
how the unique combination of people and events he encountered in the academic world directly 
influenced his later controversial social and economic reform policies. These years shaped a man who 
would leave an indelible mark on American life. To the Lesser Heights of Morningside illuminates not 
only the period of Rexford Tugwell's intellectual and political growth but the development of social reform 
and economic recovery ideas at two prominent universities during the twenties and thirties. Tugwell 
provides us with an intriguing and privileged glance into the intellectual climate and the complex of ideas 
that gave rise to the New Deal Era. As Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, and then Undersecretary, 
Tugwell took a bold stance on the government's role in the regulation of industry and establishment of 
social welfare programs. From 1935-36 he headed the Rural Resettlement Administration and aided 
in the formation of the Civilian Conservation Corps. Tugwell was the originator of currency legislation 
and of the processing tax. In 1941 he became governor of Puerto Rico, where he did much to improve 
economic and political conditions. Among his written works is he definitive biography of FDR, The 



Democratic Roosevelt. Tugwell returned to teaching after his governorship and held both active and 
honorary posts until his death in 1979.

The Age of Reform

The great politician, agriculturalist, economist, author, and businessman—loved and reviled, and finally 
now revealed. The great politician, agriculturalist, economist, author, and businessman—loved and 
reviled, and finally now revealed. The first full biography of Henry A. Wallace, a visionary intellectual and 
one of this century's most important and controversial figures. Henry Agard Wallace was a geneticist 
of international renown, a prolific author, a groundbreaking economist, and a businessman whose 
company paved the way for a worldwide agricultural revolution. He also held two cabinet posts, served 
four tumultuous years as America's wartime vice president under FDR, and waged a quixotic campaign 
for president in 1948. Wallace was a figure of Sphinx-like paradox: a shy man, uncomfortable in 
the world of politics, who only narrowly missed becoming president of the United States; the scion 
of prominent Midwestern Republicans and the philosophical voice of New Deal liberalism; loved by 
millions as the Prophet of the Common Man, and reviled by millions more as a dangerous, misguided 
radical. John C. Culver and John Hyde have combed through thousands of document pages and family 
papers, from Wallace's letters and diaries to previously unavailable files sealed within the archives of the 
Soviet Union. Here is the remarkable story of an authentic American dreamer. A Washington Post Best 
Book of the Year. 32 pages of b/w photographs. "A careful, readable, sympathetic but commendably 
dispassionate biography."—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Los Angeles Times Book Review "In this masterly 
work, Culver and Hyde have captured one of the more fascinating figures in American history."—Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, author of No Ordinary Time "Wonderfully researched and very well written...an 
indispensable document on both the man and the time."—John Kenneth Galbraith "A fascinating, 
thoughtful, incisive, and well-researched life of the mysterious and complicated figure who might have 
become president..."—Michael Beschloss, author of Taking Charge: The Johnson White House Tapes, 
1963-1964 "This is a great book about a great man. I can't recall when—if ever—I've read a better 
biography."—George McGovern "[A] lucid and sympathetic portrait of a fascinating character. Wallace's 
life reminds us of a time when ideas really mattered."—Evan Thomas, author of The Very Best Men: 
The Early Years of the CIA "Everyone interested in twentieth-century American history will want to 
read this book."—Robert Dallek, author of Flawed Giant "[T]he most balanced, complete, and readable 
account..."—Walter LaFeber, author of Inevitable Revolutions "At long last a lucid, balanced and judi-
cious narrative of Henry Wallace...a first-rate biography."—Douglas Brinkley, author of The Unfinished 
Presidency "A fine contribution to twentieth-century American history."—James MacGregor Burns, 
author of Dead Center: Clinton-Gore Leadership and the Perils of Moderation "[E]minently readable...a 
captivating chronicle of American politics from the Depression through the 1960s."—Senator Edward 
M. Kennedy "A formidable achievement....[an] engrossing account."—Kai Bird, author of The Color of 
Truth: McGeorge Bundy & William Bundy, Brothers in Arms "Many perceptions of Henry Wallace, not 
always favorable, will forever be changed."—Dale Bumpers, former US Senator, Arkansas

Photography and Politics in America

A classic work in political philosophy, intellectual history and economics, The Road to Serfdom has 
inspired and infuriated politicians and scholars for half a century. Originally published in 1944, it was 
seen as heretical for its passionate warning against the dangers of state control over the means 
of production. For Hayek, the collectivist idea of empowering government with increasing economic 
control would lead not to a utopia but to the horrors of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. This new edition 
includes a foreword by series editor and leading Hayek scholar Bruce Caldwell explaining the book's 
origins and publishing history and assessing common misinterpretations of Hayek's thought. Caldwell 
has also standardized and corrected Hayek's references and added helpful new explanatory notes. 
Supplemented with an appendix of related materials and forewords to earlier editions by the likes of 
Milton Friedman, and Hayek himself, this new edition of The Road to Serfdom will be the definitive 
version of Friedrich Hayek's enduring masterwork.

American Public Life and the Historical Imagination

At a time when liberalism is in disarray, this vastly illuminating book locates the origins of its crisis. 
Those origins, says Alan Brinkley, are paradoxically situated during the second term of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, whose New Deal had made liberalism a fixture of American politics and society. The End 
of Reform shows how the liberalism of the early New Deal—which set out to repair and, if necessary, 



restructure America’s economy—gave way to its contemporary counterpart, which is less hostile to 
corporate capitalism and more solicitous of individual rights. Clearly and dramatically, Brinkley identifies 
the personalities and events responsible for this transformation while pointing to the broader trends in 
American society that made the politics of reform increasingly popular. It is both a major reinterpretation 
of the New Deal and a crucial map of the road to today’s political landscape.

The Indian Journal of Political Science

The Presidency and the Political System showcases the best of presidential studies and research 
with top-notch presidency scholars writing specifically for an undergraduate audience. Michael Nelson 
rigorously edits each contribution to present a set of analytical yet accessible chapters and offers 
contextual headnotes introducing each essay. Chapters represent the full range of topics, institutions, 
and issues relevant to understanding the American presidency: covering approaches to studying the 
presidency, elements of presidential power, presidential selection, presidents and politics, and presi-
dents and government. This Twelfth Edition fully incorporates coverage of the Trump administration.
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