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Explore the critical field of language endangerment and the ongoing efforts in language revitalization. 
This comprehensive overview delves into current trends observed within linguistics studies and acade-
mic monographs, examining the challenges faced by endangered languages and the diverse strategies 
employed for their preservation and active revival.
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Language Diversity Endangered

This book presents a comprehensive overview of endangered languages with a global coverage. 
It features such well-known specialists as Michael Krauss, Willem F. H. Adelaar, Denny Moore, 
Colette Grinevald, Akira Yamamoto, Roger Blench, Bruce Connell, Tapani Salminen, Olga Kazakevich, 
Aleksandr Kibrik, Jonathan Owens, David Bradley, George van Driem, Nicholas Evans, Stephen A. 
Wurm, Darrell Tryon and Matthias Brenzinger. The contributions are unique in analysing the present 
extent and the various kinds of language endangerment by applying shared general indicators for 
the assessment of language endangerment. Apart from presenting the specific situations of language 
endangerment at the sub-continental level, the volume discusses major issues that bear universally 
on language endangerment. The actual study of endangered languages is carefully examined, for 
example, against the ethics and pragmatics of fieldwork. Practical aspects of community involvement in 
language documentation are discussed, such as the setting up of local archives and the training of local 
linguists. Numerous case studies illustrate different language shift environments with specific replacing 
factors, such as colonial and religious conquests, migrations and governmental language education. 
The book is of interest to students and scholars of linguistics with particular focus on endangered 
languages (and their documentation), typology, and sociolinguistics as well as to anthropologists and 
language activists.

Language Documentation and Revitalization in Latin American Contexts

Up to now, the focus in the field of language documentation has been predominantly on North American 
and Australian languages. However, the greatest genetic diversity in languages is found in Latin 
America, home to over 100 distinct language families. This book gives the Latin American context the 
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attention it requires by consolidating the work of field researchers experienced in the region into one 
volume for the first time.

Documenting Endangered Languages

The rapid decline in the world's linguistic diversity has prompted the emergence of documentary 
linguistics. While documentary linguistics aims primarily at creating a durable, accessible and com-
prehensive record of languages, it has also been a driving force in developing language annotation 
and analysis software, archiving architecture, improved fieldwork methodologies, and new standards in 
data accountability and accessibility. More recently, researchers have begun to recognize the immense 
potential available in the archived data as a source for linguistic analysis, so that the field has become 
of increasing importance for typologists, but also for neighbouring disciplines. The present volume 
contains contributions by practitioners of language documentation, most of whom have been involved 
in the Volkswagen Foundation's DoBeS programme (Dokumentation Bedrohter Sprachen). The topics 
covered in the volume reflect a field that has matured over the last decade and includes both retrospec-
tive accounts as well as those that address new challenges: linguistic annotation practice, fieldwork and 
interaction with speech communities, developments and challenges in archiving digital data, multimedia 
lexicon applications, corpora from endangered languages as a source for primary-data typology, as 
well as specific areas of linguistic analysis that are raised in documentary linguistics.

Language Endangerment and Language Revitalization

In almost every part of the world, minority languages are being threatened with extinction. At the same 
time, dedicated efforts are being made to document endangered languages, to maintain them, and 
even to revive once-extinct languages. The book presents a comprehensive overview of language en-
dangerment and revitalization. Among the examined aspects are: degrees of endangerment, definitions 
of language death, causes of endangerment, types of speakers in endangerment situations, methods 
of documentation. The book is of interest to a wide readership, including linguists, anthropologists, 
sociologists, and educators.

Attitudes to Endangered Languages

Language attitudes and ideologies are of key importance in assessing the chances of success of 
revitalisation efforts for endangered languages. However, few book-length studies relate attitudes to 
language policies, or address the changing attitudes of non-speakers and the motivations of members 
of language movements. Through a combination of ethnographic research and quantitative surveys, 
this book presents an in-depth study of revitalisation efforts for indigenous languages in three small 
islands round the British Isles. The author identifies and confronts key issues commonly faced by 
practitioners and researchers working in small language communities with little institutional support. 
This book explores the complex relationship of ideologies, identity and language-related beliefs 
and practices, and examines the implications of these factors for language revitalisation measures. 
Essential reading for researchers interested in language endangerment and revitalisation, sociolin-
guistics, linguistic anthropology and language policy and planning, as well as language planners and 
campaigners.

New Perspectives on Endangered Languages

Understanding sociolinguistics as a theoretical and methodological framework hopefully could attempt 
to promote change and social development in human communities. Yet it still presents important 
political, epistemological, methodological and theoretical challenges. A sociolinguistics of development, 
in which the revitalization of linguistic communities is the priority, opens new perspectives for the 
emerging field of linguistic documentation, in which the societal aspects of research, stressed by 
sociolinguistics, have frequently been marginal. The need to focus on the documentation of linguistic 
communities to contribute to the revitalization of these communities requires an in-depth revision of a 
number of different perspectives. Especially regarding the links between commonly separated fields of 
enquiry such as sociolinguistics, documentation and revitalization. Instead of creating mere museum 
pieces of academic contemplation for the future, as has been the major trend up to now in language 
documentation and even sociolinguistics, there is a growing concern to join forces to revitalize the 
actual use of endangered languages in order to place languages as a main focus of a community’s 
development which constitutes a major challenge for both scholars, civil society and speakers alike.



Words of Wonder

A gripping and moving text which explores the wealth of human language diversity, how deeply it 
matters, and how we can best turn the tide of language endangerment In the new, thoroughly revised 
second edition of Words of Wonder: Endangered Languages and What They Tell Us, Second Edition 
(formerly called Dying Words: Endangered Languages and What They Have to Tell Us), renowned 
scholar Nicholas Evans delivers an accessible and incisive text covering the impact of mass language 
endangerment. The distinguished author explores issues surrounding the preservation of indigenous 
languages, including the best and most effective ways to respond to the challenge of recording 
and documenting fragile oral traditions while they’re still with us. This latest edition offers an entirely 
new chapter on new developments in language revitalisation, including the impact of technology on 
language archiving, the use of social media, and autodocumentation by speakers. It also includes 
a number of new sections on how recent developments in language documentation give us a fuller 
picture of human linguistic diversity. Seeking to answer the question of why widespread linguistic 
diversity exists in the first place, the book weaves in portraits of individual “last speakers” and anecdotes 
about linguists and their discoveries. It provides access to a companion website with sound files 
and embedded video clips of various languages mentioned in the text. It also offers: A thorough 
introduction to the astonishing diversity of the world’s languages Comprehensive exploration of how the 
study of living languages can help us understand deep human history, including the decipherment of 
unknown texts in ancient languages Discussions of the intertwining of language, culture and thought, 
including both fieldwork and experimental studies An introduction to the dazzling beauty and variety 
of oral literature across a range of endangered languages In-depth examinations of the transformative 
effect of new technology on language documentation and revitalisation Perfect for undergraduate and 
graduate students studying language endangerment and preservation and for any reader who wants to 
discover what the full diversity of the world’s languages has to teach us, Words of Wonder: Endangered 
Languages and What They Tell Us, Second Edition, will earn a place in the libraries of linguistics, 
anthropology, and sociology scholars with a professional or personal interest in endangered languages 
and in the full wealth of the world’s languages.

Language Endangerment and Language Revitalization

In almost every part of the world, minority languages are threatened with extinction. At the same time, 
dedicated efforts are being made to document endangered languages, to maintain them, and even 
to revive once-extinct languages. The present volume examines a wide range of issues that concern 
language endangerment andlanguage revitalization. Among other things, it is shown that languages 
may be endangered to different degrees, endangerment situations in selected areas of the world 
are surveyed and definitions of language death and types of language death presented. The book 
also examines causes of language endangerment, speech behaviour in a language endangerment 
situation, structural changes in endangered languages, as well as types of speakers encountered in a 
language endangerment situation. In addition, methods of documentation and of training for linguists 
are proposed which will enable scholars to play an active role in the documentation of endangered 
languages and in language revitalization. The book presents a comprehensive overview of the field. It is 
clearly written and contains ample references to the relevant literature, thus providing useful guidance 
for further research. The author often draws on his own experience of documenting endangered 
languages and of language revival activities in Australia. The volume is of interest to a wide readership, 
including linguists, anthropologists, sociologists, and educators.



Responses to Language Endangerment

This volume further complicates and advances the contemporary perspective on language endanger-
ment by examining the outcomes of the most commonly cited responses to language endangerment, 
i.e. language documentation, language revitalization, and training. The present collection takes stock of 
many complex and pressing issues, such as the assessment of the degree of language endangerment, 
the contribution of linguistic scholarship to language revitalization programs, the creation of successful 
language reclamation programs, the emergence of languages that arise as a result of revitalization 
efforts after interrupted transmission, the ethics of fieldwork, and the training of field linguists and 
language educators. The volume’s case studies provide detailed personal accounts of fieldworkers and 
language activists who are grappling with issues of language documentation and revitalization in the 
concrete physical and socio-cultural settings of native speaker communities in different regions of the 
world.

Endangered Languages and Languages in Danger

This peer-reviewed collection brings together the latest research on language endangerment and 
language rights. It creates a vibrant, interdisciplinary platform for the discussion of the most pertinent 
and urgent topics central to vitality and equality of languages in today’s globalised world. The novelty 
of the volume lies in the multifaceted view on the variety of dangers that languages face today, such 
as extinction through dwindling speaker populations and lack of adequate preservation policies or 
inequality in different social contexts (e.g. access to justice, education and research resources). There 
are examples of both loss and survival, and discussion of multiple factors that condition these two 
different outcomes. We pose and answer difficult questions such as whether forced interventions in 
preventing loss are always warranted or indeed viable. The emerging shared perspective is that of 
hope to inspire action towards improving the position of different languages and their speakers through 
research of this kind.

Language Endangerment and Language Maintenance

Language endangerment is a fundamental issue for humanity. What rights do minority communities 
have concerning their languages? How does each language conceptualize the world differently? How 
much knowledge about the world and a local ecosystem is lost when a language disappears? What is 
the process involved and how can insights about this process contribute to linguistic theory? What 
typological insights will be lost if undescribed languages disappear before their unique structural 
properties are known? How can language shift be stopped or reversed? This volume comprises: * a 
general overview introduction * four theoretical chapters on what happens during language shift * ten 
case studies of autochthonous languages under threat * four case studies of migrant languages at risk 
* three concluding chapters discussing strategies and resources for language maintenance.

Saving Languages

Language endangerment has been the focus of much attention and as a result, a wide range of people 
are working to revitalize and maintain local languages. This book serves as a general reference guide to 
language revitalization, written not only for linguists and anthropologists, but also for language activists 
and community members who believe they should ensure the future use of their languages, despite 
their predicted loss. Drawing extensively on case studies, it sets out the necessary background and 
highlights central issues such as literacy, policy decisions, and allocation of resources. Its primary 
goal is to provide the essential tools for a successful language revitalization program, such as setting 
and achieving realistic goals, and anticipating and resolving common obstacles. Clearly written and 
informative, Saving Languages will be an invaluable resource for all those interested in the fate of small 
language communities around the globe.

Why Language Documentation Matters

This book offers the latest insights on language documentation, a reborn, refashioned, and reenergized 
subfield of linguistics motivated by the urgent task of creating a record of the world’s fast disappearing 
languages. Language documentation provides data to challenge and improve existing linguistic theory. 
In addition, because it requires input from various fields to be comprehensive, language documentation 
serves to build bridges between linguistics and other disciplines. Language documentation also 
provides resources for communities interested in language and culture preservation, language main-



tenance, and language revitalization. This book informs, evokes interest, and encourages involvement 
at all levels.

Language Death and Language Maintenance

Languages are dying at an alarming rate all over the world. Estimates range from 50% to as much as 
90% by the end of the century. This collection of original papers tries to strike a balance between 
theoretical, practical and descriptive approaches to language death and language maintenance. It 
provides overviews of language endangerment in Africa, Eurasia, and the Greater Pacific Area. It also 
presents case studies of endangered languages from various language families. These descriptive 
case studies not only provide data on the degree of endangerment and the causes of language 
death, but also provide a general sociolinguistic and typological characterization the language(s) under 
discussion and the prospects of language maintenance (if any). The volume will be of interest to all 
those concerned with the ongoing extinction of the world’s linguistic diversity.

The Oxford Handbook of Endangered Languages

The endangered languages crisis is widely acknowledged among scholars who deal with languages 
and indigenous peoples as one of the most pressing problems facing humanity, posing moral, practical, 
and scientific issues of enormous proportions. Simply put, no area of the world is immune from 
language endangerment. The Oxford Handbook of Endangered Languages, in 39 chapters, provides 
a comprehensive overview of the efforts that are being undertaken to deal with this crisis. A compre-
hensive reference reflecting the breadth of the field, the Handbook presents in detail both the range of 
thinking about language endangerment and the variety of responses to it, and broadens understanding 
of language endangerment, language documentation, and language revitalization, encouraging further 
research. The Handbook is organized into five parts. Part 1, Endangered Languages, addresses the 
fundamental issues that are essential to understanding the nature of the endangered languages crisis. 
Part 2, Language Documentation, provides an overview of the issues and activities of concern to 
linguists and others in their efforts to record and document endangered languages. Part 3, Language 
Revitalization, includes approaches, practices, and strategies for revitalizing endangered and sleeping 
("dormant") languages. Part 4, Endangered Languages and Biocultural Diversity, extends the discus-
sion of language endangerment beyond its conventional boundaries to consider the interrelationship 
of language, culture, and environment, and the common forces that now threaten the sustainability 
of their diversity. Part 5, Looking to the Future, addresses a variety of topics that are certain to be of 
consequence in future efforts to document and revitalize endangered languages.

Sustaining Linguistic Diversity

In the last three decades the field of endangered and minority languages has evolved rapidly, moving 
from the initial dire warnings of linguists to a swift increase in the number of organizations, funding 
programs, and community-based efforts dedicated to documentation, maintenance, and revitalization. 
Sustaining Linguistic Diversity brings together cutting-edge theoretical and empirical work from leading 
researchers and practitioners in the field. Together, these contributions provide a state-of-the-art 
overview of current work in defining, documenting, and developing the world's smaller languages and 
language varieties. The book begins by grappling with how we define endangerment—how languages 
and language varieties are best classified, what the implications of such classifications are, and who 
should have the final say in making them. The contributors then turn to the documentation and descrip-
tion of endangered languages and focus on best practices, methods and goals in documentation, and 
on current field reports from around the globe. The latter part of the book analyzes current practices 
in developing endangered languages and dialects and particular language revitalization efforts and 
outcomes in specific locations. Concluding with critical calls from leading researchers in the field 
to consider the human lives at stake, Sustaining Linguistic Diversity reminds scholars, researchers, 
practitioners, and educators that linguistic diversity can only be sustained in a world where diversity in 
all its forms is valued.

Language Documentation

Language documentation, also often called documentary linguistics, is a relatively new subfield in 
linguistics which has emerged in part as a response to the pressing need for collecting, describing, 
and archiving material on the increasing number of endangered languages. The present book details 
the most recent developments in this rapidly developing field with papers written by linguists primarily 



based in academic institutions in North America, although many conduct their fieldwork elsewhere. 
The articles in this volume — position papers and case studies — focus on some of the most critical 
issues in the field. These include (1) the nature of contributions to linguistic theory and method provided 
by documentary linguistics, including the content appropriate for documentation; (2) the impact and 
demands of technology in documentation; (3) matters of practice in collaborations among linguists 
and communities, and in the necessary training of students and community members to conduct 
documentation activities; and (4) the ethical issues involved in documentary linguistics.

The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered Languages

It is generally agreed that about 7,000 languages are spoken across the world today and at least 
half may no longer be spoken by the end of this century. This state-of-the-art Handbook examines 
the reasons behind this dramatic loss of linguistic diversity, why it matters, and what can be done 
to document and support endangered languages. The volume is relevant not only to researchers in 
language endangerment, language shift and language death, but to anyone interested in the languages 
and cultures of the world. It is accessible both to specialists and non-specialists: researchers will find 
cutting-edge contributions from acknowledged experts in their fields, while students, activists and other 
interested readers will find a wealth of readable yet thorough and up-to-date information.

The Handbook of Language Socialization

Documenting how in the course of acquiring language children become speakers and members of 
communities, The Handbook of Language Socialization is a unique reference work for an emerging and 
fast-moving field. Spans the fields of anthropology, education, applied linguistics, and human develop-
ment Includes the latest developments in second and heritage language socialization, and literary and 
media socialization Discusses socialization across the entire life span and across institutional settings, 
including families, schools, work places, and churches Explores data from a multitude of cultures from 
around the world

Endangered Languages

Minority languages are abandoned as people switch to larger languages and governments promote 
linguistic unity. This volume examines beliefs about endangered languages among speakers and 
linguists, which have important implications for preserving endangered languages, as well as for 
language policy at local, national and international levels.

Historical Linguistics and Endangered Languages

This collection showcases the contributions of the study of endangered and understudied languages 
to historical linguistic analysis, and the broader relevance of diachronic approaches toward devel-
oping better informed approaches to language documentation and description. The volume brings 
together perspectives from both established and up-and-coming scholars and represents a globally 
and linguistically diverse range of languages.The collected papers demonstrate the ways in which 
endangered languages can challenge existing models of language change based on more commonly 
studied languages, and can generate innovative insights into linguistic phenomena such as pathways 
of grammaticalization, forms and dynamics of contact-driven change, and the diachronic relationship 
between lexical and grammatical categories. In so doing, the book highlights the idea that processes 
and outcomes of language change long held to be universally relevant may be more sensitive to cultural 
and typological variability than previously assumed. Taken as a whole, this collection brings together 
perspectives from language documentation and historical linguistics to point the way forward for richer 
understandings of both language change and documentary-descriptive approaches, making this key 
reading for scholars in these fields.

Language Endangerment Is an Important Issue

Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Speech Science / Linguistics, grade: Excellent, The University 
of Surrey, language: English, abstract: 'Tarn palk enim ab uo tund ' - Only a handful of people are still 
able to understand these Livonian words (Viitso: 1990). Reasons why languages such as Livonian are 
becoming extinct are manifold and the estimated 7000 languages which "are being spoken around the 
world" (Colls: 2009, p. 1) are expected to rapidly shrink in the upcoming decades. It is obvious that 
language extinction and language death have reached an exceptional level in recent years and that 



the forecast for a striking percentage of the world's dying languages is very high (Hale et al.: 1992). 
An untold number of languages has already died and the "disappearance of languages continues" 
(Wurm: 1991, p. 1) constantly. One reason for this loss is the fact that "more and more people switch to 
one of the dominant languages, especially English, and" (Deterding: 2004, p. 27) in consequence miss 
out on transmitting their endangered indigenous language to their descendents (Crystal: 2000). The 
problem of language death has only been discovered in the late 1980's and it is assumed that within 
this century 50% of the currently spoken languages will become extinct and that another 40% will be 
endangered so that their extinction is no longer ne avoidable - but only if this trend continues (Krauss: 
1992). Although, this estimation might sound very pessimistic it is obvious that a drastic reduction of 
language diversity is on its way. In these premises, thoughts about how to countervail the reduction of 
diversity have come up within the last couple of years (Hale et al.: 1992; Bobaljik et al.; 1996; Grenoble 
and Whaley: 1998) with one possibility being to respond to the dying of languages by extensively 
documenting endangered languages before they actually become extinct. Considering the extent and 
the speed in which languages die out the task to document is particularly i

Living Languages and New Approaches to Language Revitalisation Research

This book advocates for a new model of describing the practices of language revitalization, and 
decolonizing the research methods used to study them. The volume provides a comprehensive 
treatment of the theoretical and methodological foundations of working with communities revitalizing 
their languages. It lays out the conceptual framework at the heart of the project and moves into a 
description of the model, based on a seven-year research process working with Aboriginal communities 
in eastern Australia. Six case studies show the model’s application in language revival practice. 
The book critically engages with the notion of revival languages as emergent and ever-transforming 
and develops a holistic approach to their description that reflects Aboriginal language practitioners’ 
understandings of the nature of language. It seeks to demonstrate how the conceptual tools developed 
from this approach can support efforts to develop deeply collaborative research, highlight the diversity 
of language revitalisation practice and map between the realms of old and new, local and global, and 
the social, cultural, and textual dimensions of language, making this an ideal resource for researchers 
and scholars in sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology, education, cultural studies, and post-colonial 
studies.

The Life of Language

TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our understanding of 
language. The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical 
frameworks as well as studies that provide new insights by building bridges to neighbouring fields 
such as neuroscience and cognitive science. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS considers itself a forum for 
cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations, including 
sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in 
its social contexts as important sources of insight for a better understanding of the design of linguistic 
systems and the ecology and evolution of language. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS publishes monographs 
and outstanding dissertations as well as edited volumes, which provide the opportunity to address 
controversial topics from different empirical and theoretical viewpoints. High quality standards are 
ensured through anonymous reviewing.

Applied Linguists Needed

It is a fact that the world’s languages are dying at an alarming rate. This comprehensive volume aspires 
to raise awareness among applied linguists and language practitioners about the needs and concerns 
of endangered language communities. It suggests that the way forward lies in building language 
revitalization teams reflecting the levels of expertise that the fields of formal linguistics and applied 
linguistics have to offer – in how well researchers and practitioners exploit a tremendous networking 
potential across disciplines to address the needs of revitalization, stabilization, or maintenance in these 
communities. A wide range of expert contributors addresses the following themes: (1) how varied 
language teaching contexts dictate what applied linguists bring to the table; (2) how training in applied 
linguists can empower members of the speaking community; (3) why we should critically examine the 
issues and terminology used to describe endangered language contexts; and (4) how linguistic skills 
can be adapted and integrated, conceptually and pedagogically, into non-traditional teaching contexts. 
The strength of this collection lies in bringing together expert applied and field linguists whose work 



represents extensive field experiences, theoretical expertise, and passionate resolve to act. This book 
was originally published as a special issue of Language and Education.

Endangered Languages in the 21st Century

Endangered Languages in the 21st Century provides research on endangered languages in the 
contemporary world, the challenges still to be faced, the work still to be done, and the methods and 
practices that have come to characterize efforts to revive and maintain disadvantaged indigenous 
languages around the world. With contributions from scholars across the field, the book brings fresh 
data and insights to this imperative, but still relatively young, field of linguistics. While the studies 
acknowledge the threat of losing languages in an unprecedented way, they focus on cases that 
show resilience and explore paths to sustainable progress. The articles are also intended as a 
celebration of the 25 years’ work of the Foundation for Endangered Languages, and as a parting gift 
to FEL’s founder and quarter-century chair, Nick Ostler. This book will be informative for researchers, 
instructors, and specialists in the field of endangered languages. The book can also be useful for 
university graduate or undergraduate students, and language activists. The Open Access version of 
this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.

Endangered Languages

At least half of the seven thousand or so languages spoken today are in danger of disappearing 
during the 21st century. Although languages have always come and gone, the current rate of language 
extinction is unprecedented, a loss which not only affects individual communities but also diminishes the 
world's linguistic heritage. This crisis has stimulated a variety of responses from linguists: sociolinguists 
have been concerned with the study of language revitalisation—how the tendency to shift away 
from minority languages can be reversed—while general linguists have paid more attention to the 
structural aspects of language endangerment—how languages change as they fall into disuse. In 
recent years linguists have been particularly concerned with language documentation—the activity of 
recording, annotating, translating and archiving audiovisual materials of languages before they are lost. 
In addition, all linguists working on endangered languages face the ethical question of how much effort 
they should devote to non-academic activities in support of the communities with whom they work. The 
study of language endangerment has only really become a concern of mainstream linguistics in the 
past twenty years, and this four-volume collection is the first of its kind, bringing together research on 
language endangerment from leading scholars. Theoretical and practical responses by linguists have 
led to the emergence of the linguistic sub-fields of language documentation and language revitalisation, 
and most of the publications within them date from just the last ten years. There has however been 
a veritable flood of books and articles during this time, and an enormous flowering of interest both 
within academia and in the wider community as well. Twenty years ago an extensive collection on this 
topic could not have been put together. A general introduction by the editors gives an overview of 
the history of research on endangered languages and the main issues faced by scholars of language 
endangerment today, while specific volume introductions detail the research context for the individual 
articles. Endangered Languages is an essential one-stop work of reference and will be appreciated by 
researchers and students of language endangerment and related disciplines.

Language Endangerment and Language Revitalization

In almost every part of the world, minority languages are being threatened with extinction. At the same 
time, dedicated efforts are being made to document endangered languages, to maintain them, and 
even to revive once-extinct languages. The book presents a comprehensive overview of language en-
dangerment and revitalization. Among the examined aspects are: degrees of endangerment, definitions 
of language death, causes of endangerment, types of speakers in endangerment situations, methods 
of documentation. The book is of interest to a wide readership, including linguists, anthropologists, 
sociologists, and educators.

Ethnographic Contributions to the Study of Endangered Languages

It is a feature of the twenty-first century that world languages are displacing local languages at an 
alarming rate, transforming social relations and complicating cultural transmission in the process. This 
language shift—the gradual abandonment of minority languages in favor of national or international 
languages—is often in response to inequalities in power, signaling a pressure to conform to the political 



and economic structures represented by the newly dominant languages. In its most extreme form, 
language shift can result in language death and thus the permanent loss of traditional knowledge and 
lifeways. To combat this, indigenous and scholarly communities around the world have undertaken 
various efforts, from archiving and lexicography to the creation of educational and cultural programs. 
What works in one community, however, may not work in another. Indeed, while the causes of language 
endangerment may be familiar, the responses to it depend on “highly specific local conditions and 
opportunities.” In keeping with this premise, the editors of this volume insist that to understand language 
endangerment, “researchers and communities must come to understand what is happening to the 
speakers, not just what is happening to the language.” The eleven case studies assembled here 
strive to fill a gap in the study of endangered languages by providing much-needed sociohistorical 
and ethnographic context and thus connecting specific language phenomena to larger national and 
international issues. The goal is to provide theoretical and methodological tools for researchers and 
organizers to best address the specific needs of communities facing language endangerment. The 
case studies here span regions as diverse as Kenya, Siberia, Papua New Guinea, Mexico, Venezuela, 
the United States, and Germany. The volume includes a foreword by linguistic anthropologist Jane Hill 
and an afterword by poet and linguist Ofelia Zepeda.

Handbook of Descriptive Linguistic Fieldwork

The Handbook of Descriptive Linguistic Fieldwork is the most comprehensive reference on linguistic 
fieldwork on the market bringing together all the reader needs to carry out successful linguistic 
fieldwork. Based on the experiences of two veteran linguistic fieldworkers and advice from more 
than a twenty active fieldwork researchers, this handbook provides an encyclopedic review of current 
publications on linguistic fieldwork and surveys past and present approaches and solutions to problems 
in the field, and the historical, political, and social variables correlating with fieldwork in different areas of 
the world. The discussion of the ethical dimensions of fieldwork, as well as what constitutes the “typical” 
linguistic fieldwork setting or consultant is explored from multiple perspectives relevant to fieldwork on 
every continent. Included is information omitted in most other texts on the subject such as the collection, 
representation, management, and methods of extracting grammatical information from discourse and 
conversational data as well as the relationship between questionnaire-based elicitation, text-based 
elicitation, and philology, and the need for combinations of these methods. The book is useful before, 
during and after linguistic field trips since it provides extensive practical macro and micro organization 
and planning fieldwork tips as well as a handy sketch of major typological features for use in linguistic 
analysis. Comprehensive references are provided at the end of each chapter as resources relevant to 
the reader's particular interests.

Language in the 21st Century

What is the future of languages in an increasingly globalized world? Are we moving toward the use of 
a single language for global communication, or are there ways of managing language diversity at the 
international level? Can we, or should we, maintain a balance between the global need to communicate 
and the maintenance of local and regional identities and cultures? What is the role of education, of 
language rights, of language equality in this volatile global linguistic mix? A group of leading scholars in 
sociolinguistics and language policy examines trends in language use across the world to find answers 
to these questions and to make predictions about likely outcomes. Highlighted in the discussion are, 
among other issues, the rapidly changing role of English, the equally rapid decline and death of small 
languages, the future of the major European languages, the international use of constructed languages 
like Esperanto, and, not least, the question of what role applied scholarship can and should play in 
mapping and influencing the future.

Research Guide on Language Change

TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our understanding of 
language. The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical 
frameworks as well as studies that provide new insights by building bridges to neighbouring fields 
such as neuroscience and cognitive science. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS considers itself a forum for 
cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations, including 
sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in 
its social contexts as important sources of insight for a better understanding of the design of linguistic 
systems and the ecology and evolution of language. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS publishes monographs 



and outstanding dissertations as well as edited volumes, which provide the opportunity to address 
controversial topics from different empirical and theoretical viewpoints. High quality standards are 
ensured through anonymous reviewing.

Endangered Languages

This book provides an overview of the issues surrounding language loss. It brings together work by 
theoretical linguists, field linguists, and non-linguist members of minority communities to provide an 
integrated view of how language is lost, from sociological and economic as well as from linguistic 
perspectives. The contributions to the volume fall into four categories. The chapters by Dorian and 
Grenoble and Whaley provide an overview of language endangerment. Grinevald, England, Jacobs, 
and Nora and Richard Dauenhauer describe the situation confronting threatened languages from both 
a linguistic and sociological perspective. The understudied issue of what (beyond a linguistic system) 
can be lost as a language ceases to be spoken is addressed by Mithun, Hale, Jocks, and Woodbury. In 
the last section, Kapanga, Myers-Scotton, and Vakhtin consider the linguistic processes which underlie 
language attrition.

The Languages and Linguistics of Indigenous North America

This handbook provides broad coverage of the languages indigenous to North America, with special 
focus on typologically interesting features and areal characteristics, surveys of current work, and 
topics of particular importance to communities. The volume is divided into two major parts: subfields 
of linguistics and family sketches. The subfields include those that are customarily addressed in 
discussions of North American languages (sounds and sound structure, words, sentences), as well as 
many that have received somewhat less attention until recently (tone, prosody, sociolinguistic variation, 
directives, information structure, discourse, meaning, language over space and time, conversation 
structure, evidentiality, pragmatics, verbal art, first and second language acquisition, archives, evolving 
notions of fieldwork). Family sketches cover major language families and isolates and highlight topics 
of special value to communities engaged in work on language maintenance, documentation, and 
revitalization.

Keeping Languages Alive

Many of the world's languages have diminishing numbers of speakers and are in danger of falling 
silent. Around the globe, a large body of linguists are collaborating with members of indigenous 
communities to keep these languages alive. Mindful that their work will be used by future speech 
communities to learn, teach and revitalise their languages, scholars face new challenges in the way 
they gather materials and in the way they present their findings. This volume discusses current efforts 
to record, collect and archive endangered languages in traditional and new media that will support 
future language learners and speakers. Chapters are written by academics working in the field of 
language endangerment and also by indigenous people working 'at the coalface' of language support 
and maintenance. Keeping Languages Alive is a must-read for researchers in language documentation, 
language typology and linguistic anthropology.

Endangered Languages and New Technologies

At a time when many of the world's languages are at risk of extinction, the imperative to document, 
analyse and teach them before time runs out is very great. At this critical time new technologies such as 
visual and aural archiving, digitisation of textual resources, electronic mapping and social media, have 
the potential to play an integral role in language maintenance and revitalisation. Drawing on studies of 
endangered languages from around the world - Europe, Asia, Africa and North and South America - 
this volume considers how these new resources might best be applied, and the problems that they can 
bring. It also re-assesses more traditional techniques of documentation in light of new technologies 
and works towards achieving a practicable synthesis of old and new methodologies. This accessible 
volume will be of interest to researchers in language endangerment, language typology and linguistic 
anthropology, and to community members working in native language maintenance.

Journal of Greco-Roman Christianity and Judaism, Volume 14

Volume 14 2018 This is the fourteenth volume of the hard-copy edition of a journal that has been 
published online (www.jgrchj.net) since 2000. As they appear, the hard-copy editions replace the online 



materials. The scope of JGRChJ is the texts, language and cultures of the Greco-Roman world of early 
Christianity and Judaism. The papers published in JGRChJ are designed to pay special attention to 
the larger picture of politics, culture, religion and language, engaging as well with modern theoretical 
approaches.

Aboriginal Peoples and Birds in Australia

Australia is home to many distinctive species of birds, and Aboriginal peoples have developed close 
alliances with them over the millennia of their custodianship of this country. Aboriginal Peoples and Birds 
in Australia: Historical and Cultural Relationships provides a review of the broad physical, historical and 
cultural relationships that Aboriginal people have had with the Australian avifauna. This book aims to 
raise awareness of the alternative bodies of ornithological knowledge that reside outside of Western 
science. It describes the role of birds as totemic ancestors and spirit beings, and explores Aboriginal 
bird nomenclature, foraging techniques and the use of avian materials to make food, medicine and 
artefacts. Through a historical perspective, this book examines the gaps between knowledge systems 
of Indigenous peoples and Western science, to encourage greater collaboration and acknowledgment 
in the future. Cultural sensitivity Readers are warned that there may be words, descriptions and terms 
used in this book that are culturally sensitive, and which might not normally be used in certain public or 
community contexts. While this information may not reflect current understanding, it is provided by the 
author in a historical context. This publication may also contain quotations, terms and annotations that 
reflect the historical attitude of the original author or that of the period in which the item was written, 
and may be considered inappropriate today. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are advised 
that this publication may contain the names and images of people who have passed away.

Metalinguistic Communities

This edited volume brings together ten compelling ethnographic case studies from a range of global 
settings to explore how people build metalinguistic communities defined not by use of a language, 
but primarily by language ideologies and symbolic practices about the language. The authors examine 
themes of agency, belonging, negotiating hegemony, and combating cultural erasure and genocide in 
cultivating meaningful metalinguistic communities. Case studies include Spanish and Hebrew in the 
USA, Kurdish in Japan, Pataxó Hãhãhãe in Brazil, and Gallo in France. The afterword, by Wesley 
L. Leonard, provides theoretical and on-the-ground context as well as a forward-looking focus on 
metalinguistic futurities. This book will be of interest to interdisciplinary students and scholars in applied 
linguistics, linguistic anthropology and migration studies.

Ethnographic Contributions to the Study of Endangered Languages

It is a feature of the twenty-first century that world languages are displacing local languages at an 
alarming rate, transforming social relations and complicating cultural transmission in the process. This 
language shift—the gradual abandonment of minority languages in favor of national or international 
languages—is often in response to inequalities in power, signaling a pressure to conform to the political 
and economic structures represented by the newly dominant languages. In its most extreme form, 
language shift can result in language death and thus the permanent loss of traditional knowledge and 
lifeways. To combat this, indigenous and scholarly communities around the world have undertaken 
various efforts, from archiving and lexicography to the creation of educational and cultural programs. 
What works in one community, however, may not work in another. Indeed, while the causes of language 
endangerment may be familiar, the responses to it depend on “highly specific local conditions and 
opportunities.” In keeping with this premise, the editors of this volume insist that to understand language 
endangerment, “researchers and communities must come to understand what is happening to the 
speakers, not just what is happening to the language.” The eleven case studies assembled here 
strive to fill a gap in the study of endangered languages by providing much-needed sociohistorical 
and ethnographic context and thus connecting specific language phenomena to larger national and 
international issues. The goal is to provide theoretical and methodological tools for researchers and 
organizers to best address the specific needs of communities facing language endangerment. The 
case studies here span regions as diverse as Kenya, Siberia, Papua New Guinea, Mexico, Venezuela, 
the United States, and Germany. The volume includes a foreword by linguistic anthropologist Jane Hill 
and an afterword by poet and linguist Ofelia Zepeda.
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