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Dying Words

The next century will see more than half of the world’s 6,000 languages become extinct, and most 
of these will disappear without being adequately recorded. Written by one of the leading figures in 
language documentation, this fascinating book explores what humanity stands to lose as a result. 
Explores the unique philosophy, knowledge, and cultural assumptions of languages, and their impact 
on our collective intellectual heritage Questions why such linguistic diversity exists in the first place, and 
how can we can best respond to the challenge of recording and documenting these fragile oral traditions 
while they are still with us Written by one of the leading figures in language documentation, and draws 
on a wealth of vivid examples from his own field experience Brings conceptual issues vividly to life by 
weaving in portraits of individual ‘last speakers’ and anecdotes about linguists and their discoveries
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The Last Speakers

Part travelogue and part scientist's notebook, The Last Speakers is the poignant chronicle of author K. 
David Harrison's expeditions around the world to meet with last speakers of vanishing languages. The 
speakers' eloquent reflections and candid photographs reveal little-known lifeways as well as revitaliza-
tion efforts to teach disappearing languages to younger generations. Thought-provoking and engaging, 
this unique book illuminates the global language-extinction crisis through photos, graphics, interviews, 
traditional wisdom never before translated into English, and first-person essays that thrillingly convey 
the adventure of science and exploration.

When Languages Die

It is commonly agreed by linguists and anthropologists that the majority of languages spoken now 
around the globe will likely disappear within our lifetime. This text focuses on the question: what is lost 
when a language dies?

Words of Wonder

A gripping and moving text which explores the wealth of human language diversity, how deeply it 
matters, and how we can best turn the tide of language endangerment In the new, thoroughly revised 
second edition of Words of Wonder: Endangered Languages and What They Tell Us, Second Edition 
(formerly called Dying Words: Endangered Languages and What They Have to Tell Us), renowned 
scholar Nicholas Evans delivers an accessible and incisive text covering the impact of mass language 
endangerment. The distinguished author explores issues surrounding the preservation of indigenous 
languages, including the best and most effective ways to respond to the challenge of recording 
and documenting fragile oral traditions while they’re still with us. This latest edition offers an entirely 
new chapter on new developments in language revitalisation, including the impact of technology on 
language archiving, the use of social media, and autodocumentation by speakers. It also includes 
a number of new sections on how recent developments in language documentation give us a fuller 
picture of human linguistic diversity. Seeking to answer the question of why widespread linguistic 
diversity exists in the first place, the book weaves in portraits of individual “last speakers” and anecdotes 
about linguists and their discoveries. It provides access to a companion website with sound files 
and embedded video clips of various languages mentioned in the text. It also offers: A thorough 
introduction to the astonishing diversity of the world’s languages Comprehensive exploration of how the 
study of living languages can help us understand deep human history, including the decipherment of 
unknown texts in ancient languages Discussions of the intertwining of language, culture and thought, 
including both fieldwork and experimental studies An introduction to the dazzling beauty and variety 
of oral literature across a range of endangered languages In-depth examinations of the transformative 
effect of new technology on language documentation and revitalisation Perfect for undergraduate and 
graduate students studying language endangerment and preservation and for any reader who wants to 
discover what the full diversity of the world’s languages has to teach us, Words of Wonder: Endangered 
Languages and What They Tell Us, Second Edition, will earn a place in the libraries of linguistics, 



anthropology, and sociology scholars with a professional or personal interest in endangered languages 
and in the full wealth of the world’s languages.

Atlas of the world's languages in danger of disappearing

Close to half of the 6,000 languges spoken in the world are doomed or likely to disappear in the 
foreseeable future. The disappearance of any language is an irreparable loss for the heritage of all 
humankind. This new edition of the Atlas, first published in 1996, is intended to give a graphic picture 
of the magnitude of the problem and a comprehensive list of languages in danger.

The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered Languages

It is generally agreed that about 7,000 languages are spoken across the world today and at least 
half may no longer be spoken by the end of this century. This state-of-the-art Handbook examines 
the reasons behind this dramatic loss of linguistic diversity, why it matters, and what can be done 
to document and support endangered languages. The volume is relevant not only to researchers in 
language endangerment, language shift and language death, but to anyone interested in the languages 
and cultures of the world. It is accessible both to specialists and non-specialists: researchers will find 
cutting-edge contributions from acknowledged experts in their fields, while students, activists and other 
interested readers will find a wealth of readable yet thorough and up-to-date information.

On the Death and Life of Languages

Twenty-five languages die each year; at this pace, half the world’s five thousand languages will disap-
pear within the next century. In this timely book, Claude Hagège seeks to make clear the magnitude of 
the cultural loss represented by the crisis of language death. By focusing on the relationship of language 
to culture and the world of ideas, Hagège shows how languages are themselves crucial repositories 
of culture; the traditions, proverbs, and knowledge of our ancestors reside in the language we use. 
His wide-ranging examination covers all continents and language families to uncover not only how 
languages die, but also how they can be revitalized—for example in the remarkable case of Hebrew. In 
a striking metaphor, Hagège likens languages to bonfires of social behavior that leave behind sparks 
even after they die; from these sparks languages can be rekindled and made to live again.

Revitalizing Endangered Languages

Written by leading international scholars and activists, this guidebook provides ideas and strategies to 
support language revitalization.

Vanishing Voices

Few people know that nearly one hundred native languages once spoken in what is now California 
are near extinction, or that most of Australia's 250 aboriginal languages have vanished. In fact, at 
least half of the world's languages may die out in the next century. Daniel Nettle and Suzanne 
Romaine assert that this trend is far more than simply disturbing. Making explicit the link between 
language survival and environmental issues, they argue that the extinction of languages is part of the 
larger picture of near-total collapse of the worldwide ecosystem. Indeed, the authors contend that the 
struggle to preserve precious environmental resources-such as the rainforest-cannot be separated 
from the struggle to maintain diverse cultures, and that the causes of language death, like that of 
ecological destruction, lie at the intersection of ecology and politics. In addition to defending the world's 
endangered languages, the authors also pay homage to the last speakers of dying tongues, such as 
Red Thundercloud, a Native American in South Carolina; Ned Mandrell, with whom the Manx language 
passed away in 1974; and Arthur Bennett, an Australian who was the last person to know more than a 
few words of Mbabaram. In our languages lies the accumulated knowledge of humanity. Indeed, each 
language is a unique window on experience. Vanishing Voices is a call to preserve this resource, before 
it is too late.

Language Endangerment

Investigates the endangerment of languages and the loss of traditional cultural diversity, and how to 
respond.

Poems from the Edge of Extinction



Gold Medal Winner for Poetry and Special Honours Award for Best of Anthology at the 2020 Nautilus 
Book Awards. One language is falling silent every two weeks. Half of the 7,000 languages spoken in 
the world today will be lost by the end of this century. With the loss of these languages, we also lose 
the unique poetic traditions of their speakers and writers. Poems from the Edge of Extinction gathers 
together 50 poems in languages from around the world that have been identified as endangered; it 
is a celebration of our linguistic diversity and a reminder of our commonalities and the fundamental 
role verbal art plays in human life around the world. With poems by influential, award-winning poets 
such as US poet laureate Joy Harjo, Hawad, Valzhyna Mort, and Jackie Kay, this anthology offers a 
unique insight into both languages and poetry, taking the reader on an emotional, life-affirming journey 
into the culture of these beautiful languages. Each poem appears in its original form, alongside an 
English translation, and is accompanied by a commentary about the language, the poet and the poem 
- in a vibrant celebration of life, diversity, language, and the enduring power of poetry. This timely 
collection is passionately edited by widely published poet and UK National Poetry Librarian, Chris 
McCabe, who is also the founder of the Endangered Poetry Project, a major project launched by 
London's Southbank Centre to collect poetry in the world's disappearing languages, and introduced 
by Dr Mandana Seyfeddinipur, Director of the Endangered Languages Documentation Programme 
and the Endangered Languages Archive at SOAS University of London, and Dr Martin Orwin, Senior 
Lecturer in Somali and Amharic, SOAS University of London. Languages included in the book: Assyrian; 
Belarusian; Chimiini; Irish Gaelic; Maori; Navajo; Patua; Rotuman; Saami; Scottish Gaelic; Welsh; 
Yiddish; Zoque. Poets included in the book: Joy Harjo; Hawad; Jackie Kay; Aurélia Lassaque; Nineb 
Lamassu; Gearóid Mac Lochlainn; Valzhyna Mort; Laura Tohe; Taniel Varoujan; Avrom Sutzkever.

Spoken Here

Half the world's languages are threatened with extinction over the next century, as English and the 
rest of the world's top twenty languages drive all before them. What ways of looking at the world will 
die along with them, what cultural riches, what experiences, histories and memories? And how does 
it feel to be one of the last remaining speakers of a language that is on its way to extinction? What 
chance is there of saving any of these languages? Is it feasible in the long term or even worthwhile? 
Mark Abley's journeys among the speakers of languages at the brink takes him to aboriginal Australia 
(where he meets the last surviving fluent male speaker of Mati Ke, who cannot speak to the only other 
fluent speaker, as she is his sister and in their culture it is forbidden to speak to siblings once one has 
reached puberty) and to American Indian reservations, as well as to places where the languages are 
fighting back - Wales, the Faeroe islands, the Isle of Man - whilst also charting the triumphant return 
of Hebrew.

An Introduction to the Languages of the World

Unique in scope, An Introduction to the Languages of the World introduces linguistics students to the 
variety of world's languages. Students will gain familiarity with concepts such as sound change, lexical 
borrowing, diglossia, and language diffusion, and the rich variety of linguistic structure in word order, 
morphological types, grammatical relations, gender, inflection, and derivation. It offers the opportunity 
to explore structures of varying and fascinating languages even with no prior acquaintance. A chapter 
is devoted to each of the world's continents, with in-depth analyses of representative languages of 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania, and America, and separate chapters cover writing systems and pidgins 
and creoles. Each chapter contains exercises and recommendations for further reading. New to this 
edition are eleven original maps as well as sections on sign languages and language death and 
revitalization. For greater readability, basic language facts are now organized in tables, and language 
samples follow international standards for phonetic transcription and word-by-word glossing. There is 
an instructor's manual available for registered instructors on the book's companion website.

Reversing Language Shift

This book is about the theory and practice of assistance to speech-communities whose native lan-
guages are threatened because their intergenerational continuity is proceeding negatively, with fewer 
and fewer speakers (or readers, writers and even understanders) every generation.



Language Death

A thorough review of the worldwide problem of language endangerment and death.

Introducing Language Typology

This textbook provides an introduction to language typology which assumes minimal prior knowledge 
of linguistics.

Attitudes to Endangered Languages

Language attitudes and ideologies are of key importance in assessing the chances of success of 
revitalisation efforts for endangered languages. However, few book-length studies relate attitudes to 
language policies, or address the changing attitudes of non-speakers and the motivations of members 
of language movements. Through a combination of ethnographic research and quantitative surveys, 
this book presents an in-depth study of revitalisation efforts for indigenous languages in three small 
islands round the British Isles. The author identifies and confronts key issues commonly faced by 
practitioners and researchers working in small language communities with little institutional support. 
This book explores the complex relationship of ideologies, identity and language-related beliefs 
and practices, and examines the implications of these factors for language revitalisation measures. 
Essential reading for researchers interested in language endangerment and revitalisation, sociolin-
guistics, linguistic anthropology and language policy and planning, as well as language planners and 
campaigners.

Endangered Languages

Provides an overview of the issues surrounding language loss.

Language Death

This book is a volume in the Penn Press Anniversary Collection. To mark its 125th anniversary in 2015, 
the University of Pennsylvania Press rereleased more than 1,100 titles from Penn Press's distinguished 
backlist from 1899-1999 that had fallen out of print. Spanning an entire century, the Anniversary 
Collection offers peer-reviewed scholarship in a wide range of subject areas.

Language in Danger

Every two weeks a language dies. Of the estimated 5,000 languages spoken worldwide, from Cherokee 
to Cornish, only half are likely to survive to the end of this century. What does this mean for the 
human race? Will we eventually become a one-language planet? And does it even matter? Andrew 
Dalby's powerful study shows why language loss affects us all. He explores how languages become 
extinct: through political power, in the case of Latin engulfing the Ancient Mediterranean; through brute 
force, such as that used against the Native Americans and Australians; and through economics - as 
the phenomenal rise of English as the language of business and mass communications shows. This 
linguistic globalisation means a loss not just of cultural identity and diversity, but also of the unique 
world-view and acquired local knowledge enshrined in the way we speak. The consequences, Dalby 
argues, will be devastating - not just for language, but for the future of humankind itself.

Catching Language

Descriptive grammars are our main vehicle for documenting and analysing the linguistic structure 
of the world's 6,000 languages. They bring together, in one place, a coherent treatment of how the 
whole language works, and therefore form the primary source of information on a given language, 
consulted by a wide range of users: areal specialists, typologists, theoreticians of any part of language 
(syntax, morphology, phonology, historical linguistics etc.), and members of the speech communities 
concerned. The writing of a descriptive grammar is a major intellectual challenge, that calls on the 
grammarian to balance a respect for the language's distinctive genius with an awareness of how other 
languages work, to combine rigour with readability, to depict structural regularities while respecting 
a corpus of real material, and to represent something of the native speaker's competence while 
recognising the variation inherent in any speech community. Despite a recent surge of awareness of 
the need to document little-known languages, there is no book that focusses on the manifold issues 
that face the author of a descriptive grammar. This volume brings together contributors who approach 



the problem from a range of angles. Most have written descriptive grammars themselves, but others 
represent different types of reader. Among the topics they address are: overall issues of grammar 
design, the complementary roles of outsider and native speaker grammarians, the balance between 
grammar and lexicon, cross-linguistic comparability, the role of explanation in grammatical description, 
the interplay of theory and a range of fieldwork methods in language description, the challenges 
of describing languages in their cultural and historical context, and the tensions between linguistic 
particularity, established practice of particular schools of linguistic description and the need for a 
universally commensurable analytic framework. This book will renew the field of grammaticography, 
addressing a multiple readership of descriptive linguists, typologists, and formal linguists, by bringing 
together a range of distinguished practitioners from around the world to address these questions.

The Lost Language

The quest to save the words of a dying language - and to find the words to save what may be a dying 
friendship - lies at the heart of this exquisite verse novel. Sixth grader Betsy is the one who informs 
her best friend, Lizard, that thousands of the world's languages are currently threatened by extinction; 
Betsy's mother is a linguistics professor working frantically to study dying languages before they are lost 
forever. But it is Lizard who, gripped by the magnitude of this loss, challenges Betsy, "What if, instead of 
WRITING about dying languages, like your mom, you and I SAVED one instead?" As the girls embark 
on their quest to learn as much as possible of the near-extinct language of Guernésiais (spoken on 
the Isle of Guernsey, off the coast of France), their friendship faces unexpected strains. With Lizard 
increasingly obsessed with the language project, Betsy begins to seek greater independence from her 
controlling and charismatic friend, as well as from her controlling and charismatic mother. Then tragedy 
threatens Betsy's life beyond what any words can express, and Lizard does something unthinkable. 
Maybe lost friendships, like lost languages, can never be completely saved. A Junior Library Guild Gold 
Standard Selection

A Death in the Rainforest

“Perhaps the finest and most profound account of ethnographic fieldwork and discovery that has ever 
entered the anthropological literature.” —The Wall Street Journal “If you want to experience a profoundly 
different culture without the exhausting travel (to say nothing of the cost), this is an excellent choice.” 
—The Washington Post One of Time’s 32 Books You Need to Read This Summer * One of National 
Geographic’s Best Travel Books of Summer As a young anthropologist, Don Kulick went to the tiny 
village of Gapun in New Guinea to document the death of the native language, Tayap. He arrived 
knowing that you can’t study a language without understanding the daily lives of the people who speak 
it: how they talk to their children, how they argue, how they gossip, how they joke. Over the course of 
thirty years, as he returned again and again to document the vanishing language, he found himself 
inexorably drawn into the lives and world of the Gapuners, and implicated in their destiny. In A Death 
in the Rainforest, Kulick takes us inside the village as he came to know it, revealing what it is like 
to live in a difficult-to-get-to village of two hundred people, carved out like a cleft in the middle of a 
tropical rainforest. And in doing so, he also gives us a brilliant interrogation of what it means to study a 
culture, an illuminating look at the impact of Western culture on the farthest reaches of the globe—and, 
ultimately, the story of why this anthropologist realized that he had to give up his study of this language 
and this village.

History in English Words

For more than three-quarters of a century, Owen Barfield produced original and thought-provoking 
works that made him a legendary cult figure. History in English Words is his classic excursion into 
history through the English language. This popular book provides a brief, brilliant history of the various 
peoples who have spoken the Indo-European tongues. It is illustrated throughout by current English 
words whose derivation from other languages, and whose history in use and changes of meaning, 
record and unlock the larger history. "In our language alone, not to speak of its many companions, the 
past history of humanity is spread out in an imperishable map, just as the history of the mineral earth 
lies embedded in the layers of its outer crust.... Language has preserved for us the inner, living history 
of our soul. It reveals the evolution of consciousness" --Owen Barfield

Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger



Languages are not only tools of communication, they also reflect a view of the world. Languages 
are vehicles of value systems and cultural expressions and are an essential component of the living 
heritage of humanity. Yet, many of them are in danger of disappearing. UNESCO's Atlas of the World's 
Languages in Danger tries to raise awareness on language endangerment. This third edition has been 
completely revised and expanded to include new series of maps and new points of view.

The Gestural Origin of Language

In The Gestural Origin of Language, Sherman Wilcox and David Armstrong use evidence from and 
about sign languages to explore the origins of language as we know it today. According to their 
model, it is sign, not spoken languages, that is the original mode of human communication. The 
authors demonstrate that modern language is derived from practical actions and gestures that were 
increasingly recognized as having the potential to represent, and hence to communicate. In other 
words, the fundamental ability that allows us to use language is our ability to use pictures or icons, 
rather than linguistic symbols. Evidence from the human fossil record supports the authors' claim by 
showing that we were anatomically able to produce gestures and signs before we were able to speak 
fluently. Although speech evolved later as a secondary linguistic communication device that eventually 
replaced sign language as the primary mode of communication, speech has never entirely replaced 
signs and gestures. As the first comprehensive attempt to trace the origin of grammar to gesture, this 
volume will be an invaluable resource for students and professionals in psychology, linguistics, and 
philosophy.

Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World

An unusual and authoritative 'natural history of languages' that narrates the ways in which one language 
has superseded or outlasted another at different times in history.

Endangered Languages and Languages in Danger

This peer-reviewed collection brings together the latest research on language endangerment and 
language rights. It creates a vibrant, interdisciplinary platform for the discussion of the most pertinent 
and urgent topics central to vitality and equality of languages in today’s globalised world. The novelty 
of the volume lies in the multifaceted view on the variety of dangers that languages face today, such 
as extinction through dwindling speaker populations and lack of adequate preservation policies or 
inequality in different social contexts (e.g. access to justice, education and research resources). There 
are examples of both loss and survival, and discussion of multiple factors that condition these two 
different outcomes. We pose and answer difficult questions such as whether forced interventions in 
preventing loss are always warranted or indeed viable. The emerging shared perspective is that of 
hope to inspire action towards improving the position of different languages and their speakers through 
research of this kind.

Essentials of Language Documentation

TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our understanding of 
language. The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical 
frameworks, as well as studies that provide new insights by approaching language from an interdis-
ciplinary perspective. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS considers itself a forum for cutting-edge research 
based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations, including sign languages. It 
regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in its social contexts 
as important sources of insight for a better understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the 
ecology and evolution of language. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS publishes monographs and outstanding 
dissertations as well as edited volumes, which provide the opportunity to address controversial 
topics from different empirical and theoretical viewpoints. High quality standards are ensured through 
anonymous reviewing.

One Thousand Languages

Presents an overview of the living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the total 
number of speakers of the language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is presently 
spoken or where it was spoken in the past.



No Country for Old Men

Savage violence and cruel morality reign in the backwater deserts of Cormac McCarthy's No Country 
for Old Men, a tale of one man's dark opportunity – and the darker consequences that spiral forth. 
Adapted for the screen by the Coen Brothers (Fargo, True Grit), winner of four Academy Awards 
(including Best Picture). 'A fast, powerful read, steeped with a deep sorrow about the moral degradation 
of the legendary American West' – Financial Times 1980. Llewelyn Moss, a Vietnam veteran, is hunting 
antelope near the Rio Grande when he stumbles upon a transaction gone horribly wrong. Finding 
bullet-ridden bodies, several kilos of heroin, and a caseload of cash, he faces a choice – leave the 
scene as he found it, or cut the money and run. Choosing the latter, he knows, will change everything. 
And so begins a terrifying chain of events, in which each participant seems determined to answer the 
question that one asks another: how does a man decide in what order to abandon his life? 'It's hard 
to think of a contemporary writer more worth reading' – Independent Part of the Picador Collection, a 
series showcasing the best of modern literature. Praise for Cormac McCarthy: ‘McCarthy worked close 
to some religious impulse, his books were terrifying and absolute’ – Anne Enright, author of The Green 
Road and The Wren, The Wren 'His prose takes on an almost biblical quality, hallucinatory in its effect 
and evangelical in its power' – Stephen King, author of The Shining and the Dark Tower series '[I]n 
presenting the darker human impulses in his rich prose, [McCarthy] showed readers the necessity of 
facing up to existence' – Annie Proulx, author of Brokeback Mountain

Social Justice through Multilingual Education

The principles for enabling children to become fully proficient multilinguals through schooling are well 
known. Even so, most indigenous/tribal, minority and marginalised children are not provided with 
appropriate mother-tongue-based multilingual education (MLE) that would enable them to succeed in 
school and society. In this book experts from around the world ask why this is, and show how it can be 
done. The book discusses general principles and challenges in depth and presents case studies from 
Canada and the USA, northern Europe, Peru, Africa, India, Nepal and elsewhere in Asia. Analysis 
by leading scholars in the field shows the importance of building on local experience. Sharing local 
solutions globally can lead to better theory, and to action for more social justice and equality through 
education.

Language Death and Language Maintenance

Languages are dying at an alarming rate all over the world. Estimates range from 50% to as much as 
90% by the end of the century. This collection of original papers tries to strike a balance between 
theoretical, practical and descriptive approaches to language death and language maintenance. It 
provides overviews of language endangerment in Africa, Eurasia, and the Greater Pacific Area. It also 
presents case studies of endangered languages from various language families. These descriptive 
case studies not only provide data on the degree of endangerment and the causes of language 
death, but also provide a general sociolinguistic and typological characterization the language(s) under 
discussion and the prospects of language maintenance (if any). The volume will be of interest to all 
those concerned with the ongoing extinction of the world's linguistic diversity.

Colloquial Icelandic

Colloquial Icelandic provides a step-by-step course in Icelandic as it is written and spoken today. 
Combining a user-friendly approach with a thorough treatment of the language, it equips learners with 
the essential skills needed to communicate confidently and effectively in Icelandic in a broad range of 
situations. No prior knowledge of the language is required. Key features include: progressive coverage 
of speaking, listening, reading and writing skills structured, jargon-free explanations of grammar an 
extensive range of focused and stimulating exercises realistic and entertaining dialogues covering a 
broad variety of scenarios useful vocabulary lists throughout the text additional resources available 
at the back of the book, including a full answer key, a grammar summary, bilingual glossaries and 
English translations of dialogues. This second edition has been extensively updated and revised 
throughout, and includes up-to-date cultural information, an enhanced index, an expanded glossary 
and completely new audio recordings. Balanced, comprehensive and rewarding, Colloquial Icelandic 
will be an indispensable resource both for independent learners and for students taking courses 
in Icelandic. Audio material to accompany the course is available to download free in MP3 format 
from www.routledge.com/cw/colloquials. Recorded by native speakers, the audio material features the 
dialogues and texts from the book and will help develop your listening and pronunciation skills. By the 



end of this course, you will be at Level B2 of the Common European Framework for Languages and at 
the Intermediate-High on the ACTFL proficiency scales.

Babel No More

A “fascinating” (The Economist) dive into the world of linguistics that is “part travelogue, part science 
lesson, part intellectual investigation…an entertaining, informative survey of some of the most fasci-
nating polyglots of our time” (The New York Times Book Review). In Babel No More, Michael Erard, 
“a monolingual with benefits,” sets out on a quest to meet language superlearners and make sense of 
their mental powers. On the way he uncovers the secrets of historical figures like the nineteenth-century 
Italian cardinal Joseph Mezzofanti, who was said to speak seventy-two languages, as well as those of 
living language-superlearners such as Alexander Arguelles, a modern-day polyglot who knows dozens 
of languages and shows Erard the tricks of the trade to give him a dark glimpse into the life of obsessive 
language acquisition. With his ambitious examination of what language is, where it lives in the brain, 
and the cultural implications of polyglots’ pursuits, Erard explores the upper limits of our ability to learn 
and use languages and illuminates the intellectual potential in everyone. How do some people escape 
the curse of Babel—and what might the gods have demanded of them in return?

Encyclopedia of the World's Endangered Languages

The concern for the fast-disappearing language stocks of the world has arisen particularly in the past 
decade, as a result of the impact of globalization. This book appears as an answer to a felt need: to 
catalogue and describe those languages, making up the vast majority of the world's six thousand or 
more distinct tongues, which are in danger of disappearing within the next few decades. Endangerment 
is a complex issue, and the reasons why so many of the world's smaller, less empowered languages 
are not being passed on to future generations today are discussed in the book's introduction. The 
introduction is followed by regional sections, each authored by a notable specialist, combining to 
provide a comprehensive listing of every language which, by the criteria of endangerment set out in 
the introduction, is likely to disappear within the next few decades. These languages make up ninety 
per cent of the world's remaining language stocks. Each regional section comprises an introduction 
that deals with problems of language preservation peculiar to the area, surveys of known extinct 
languages, and problems of classification. The introduction is followed by a list of all known languages 
within the region, endangered or not, arranged by genetic affiliation, with endangered and extinct 
languages marked. This listing is followed by entries in alphabetical order covering each language listed 
as endangered. Useful maps are provided to pinpoint the more complex clusters of smaller languages 
in every region of the world. The Encyclopedia therefore provides in a single resource: expert analysis 
of the current language policy situation in every multilingual country and on every continent, detailed 
descriptions of little-known languages from all over the world, and clear alphabetical entries, region by 
region, of all the world's languages currently thought to be in danger of extinction. The Encyclopedia of 
the World’s Endangered Languages will be a necessary addition to all academic linguistics collections 
and will be a useful resource for a range of readers with an interest in development studies, cultural 
heritage and international affairs.

The Unfolding Of Language

'A persuasive and beautifully written take on how languages are constantly evolving... an en-
thralling read about human psychology and anthropology as well as linguistics.' ALEX BELLOS 
___________________________________ 'Language is mankind's greatest invention - except of 
course, that it was never invented'. So begins Guy Deutscher's fascinating investigation into the 
evolution of language. No one believes that the Roman Senate sat down one day to design the complex 
system that is Latin grammar, and few believe, these days, in the literal truth of the story of the Tower 
of Babel. But then how did there come to be so many languages, and of such elaborate design? 
If we started off with rudimentary utterances on the level of 'man throw spear', how did we end up 
with sophisticated grammars, enormous vocabularies, and intricately nuanced shades of meaning? 
Drawing on recent, groundbreaking discoveries in modern linguistics, Deutscher exposes the elusive 
forces of creation at work in human communication. Along the way, we learn why German maidens 
are neuter while German turnips are female, why we have feet not foots, and how great changes 
in pronunciation may result from simple laziness... _____________________ 'Powerful and thrilling' 
SPECTATOR 'Really ought to be read by anyone who persists in complaining that the English language 
is going to the dogs' SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 'I was enthralled' A.S. Byatt, for GUARDIAN 'Books of the 



Year' 'Highly original... clever and convincing... this book will stretch your mind' INDEPENDENT ON 
SUNDAY 'Fascinating' BOSTON GLOBE
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