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Explore how Lebanon navigated the turbulent period of the Arab Uprisings, examining the political, 
social, and economic challenges the nation faced amidst widespread regional unrest and internal 
divisions, and the lasting impact on its stability.

Thousands of students rely on our textbook collection to support their coursework and 
exam preparation.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Lebanon Arab Spring Impact you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This document is widely searched in online digital libraries.
You are privileged to discover it on our website.
We deliver the complete version Lebanon Arab Spring Impact to you for free.

Lebanon Facing The Arab Uprisings

This book provides an intimate picture of Lebanon, exploring the impacts of the Arab uprisings of 2011 
which are deeply affecting Lebanese politics and society. The book examines Lebanon’s current issues 
and its deep sectarian divisions, as well as the ways in which it still seems able to find some adaptation 
paths to face the many challenges left by its regional sectarian and political polarization. Authors delve 
into border regions, Syrian refugees, the welfare state, the Lebanese Army, popular mobilisations in 
2011 and the two main communities, the Sunnis and the Shia. Built on various fieldwork researches, 
the volume explores each of the topics through the lenses of identification building processes, the 
re-ordering of social and/or political relations, and the nationhood symbols and meanings.

Lebanon and the Arab Uprisings

The Arab uprisings have put Lebanon under increased strain. While the revolutions in Tunisia and 
Egypt caused limited reverberations, the war in Syria echoed in the fine-tuned political and confessional 
balance of Lebanon. Over one million refugees, equal to one-quarter of Lebanon’s population, have 
moved in from Syria. The country’s economy and its already weak public infrastructure have been 
impacted heavily. Hizbullah’s engagement in Syria has posed questions about Lebanon’s disassoci-
ation policy. Terrorist attacks by ISIL and the growing risk of radicalization across the confessional 
spectrum have left the country at unease. However, Lebanon’s political elites have vowed to shield 
the country from regional turbulences. Lebanon recently saw a series of demonstrations because of 
the inability of the government to manage the garbage crisis, but it has been far from witnessing a 
large-scale citizen uprising similar to the 2005 Cedar Revolution or the revolts next door. This book 
provides a comprehensive overview of the current situation in Lebanon, and a detailed assessment of 
the difficulties which the country is currently facing.

The Lebanon Uprising of 2019

In October 2019, hundreds of thousands took to the streets of Lebanon to protest austerity measures 
in what became known as the “thawra.” These were the largest mass protests seen in the country's 
modern history. The Lebanon Uprising of 2019 puts the revolution in its historical and regional context 
and also follows the huge transformations that have been unraveling in Lebanon ever since. The 
book is a unique source of testimonies that brings to the fore the voices of those scholars, activists, 
researchers, and journalists who took part in the protests or were closely involved in the unfolding 
events. These accounts include stories about specific events and struggles, views of the uprising from 
various regions of the country, and reflections on topics such as the labor struggle, disability, the 
student movement, foreign interventions, the struggle for preserving environmental spaces, the role 
of refugees and non-Lebanese within the movement, and women and queer participation. The book 
situates the protests within the historical, political, economic, social, and environmental foundations of 
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the Lebanese polity, as well as in the broader context of a "second wave” of Arab uprisings and a global 
wave of upheavals in 2019, making this book a testament to the rich history of protests and activism 
in the country. It features some primary documents, including photos and other materials that were 
disseminated in the streets and over social media platforms, making this book an important resource 
of first-hand knowledge.

Lebanon

Chronicles secularism in Lebanon up to the present day, presenting possible causes for its decline in 
the face of sectarianism.

Faces of Lebanon

History of Lebanon

Arab Spring Then and Now

Middle East conflict and the Arab Spring: Gain insight and learn from two of the most acclaimed experts 
on the Middle East In December 2010, the “Tunisian Revolution” touched off a wave of protests, riots, 
revolutions and civil wars throughout the Middle East. Initially the world hoped for positive change – 
democracy, free elections, and human rights. But, by 2012 the Arab Spring had morphed into “Arab 
Winter” bringing death, destruction, and despair. The Independent’s Robert Fisk and Patrick Cockburn, 
two of the most acclaimed Middle East correspondents of our generation, examine the events of this 
regional tsunami that threatens to have an impact on our world for years to come.

Civil-Military Relations in Lebanon

This volume examines Lebanon’s post-2011 security dilemmas and the tenuous civil-military relations. 
The Syrian civil war has strained the Lebanese Armed Forces’ (LAF) cohesion and threatens its 
neutrality – its most valued assets in a divided society. The spill-over from the Syrian civil war and 
Hezbollah’s military engagement has magnified the security challenges facing the Army, making it a 
target. Massive foreign grants have sought to strengthen its military capability, stabilize the country and 
contain the Syria crisis. However, as this volume demonstrates, the real weakness of the LAF is not its 
lack of sophisticated armoury, but the fragile civil–military relations that compromise its fighting power, 
cripple its neutrality and expose it to accusations of partisanship and political bias. This testifies to both 
the importance of and the challenges facing multi-confessional armies in deeply divided countries.

Transitional Justice and the Arab Spring

This book presents a varied and critical picture of how the Arab Spring demands a re-examination and 
re-conceptualization of issues of transitional justice. It demonstrates how unique features of this wave 
of revolutions and popular protests that have swept the Arab world since December 2010 give rise to 
distinctive concerns and problems relative to transitional justice. The contributors explore how these 
issues in turn add fresh perspective and nuance to the field more generally. In so doing, it explores 
fundamental questions of social justice, reconstruction and healing in the context of the Arab Spring. 
Including the perspectives of academics and practitioners, Transitional Justice and the Arab Spring 
will be of considerable interest to those working on the politics of the Middle East, normative political 
theory, transitional justice, international law, international relations and human rights.

Lebanese Women at the Crossroads

This book argues that women are caught between sect and nation in Lebanon due to the division 
between religious and civil law. Consequently, a dual struggle is necessary, the first for women's equal 
political and civil rights and the second for women's equal legal rights in relation to personal status law.

The Politics of Sectarianism in Postwar Lebanon

A revealing study the damaging nature of Lebanese sectarianism.

Women in Lebanon

Combining insider and outsider perspectives, Women in Lebanon looks at Christian and Muslim women 
living together in a multicultural society and facing modernity. While the Arab Spring has begun to draw 



attention to issues of change, modernity, and women's subjectivity, this manuscript takes a unique 
approach to examining and describing the Lebanese "alternative modernities" thesis and how it has 
shaped thinking about the meaning of terms like evolution, progress, development, history, and politics 
in contemporary Arab thought. The author draws on extensive ethnographic research, as well as her 
own personal experience.

The New Sectarianism

"This paper examines the rise of the new sectarianism within the Arab world, specifically looking at 
Bahrain, Lebanon and Iran, and offers key policy recommendations for the United States. In the midst 
of the Arab Awakening, there is a new Sunni-Shi'a divide which has greatly complicated the diplomatic 
and geopolitical challenges facing the United States by demanding that serious consideration be given 
to religious difference in its own right, and not simply as an epiphenomenon stemming from social, 
economic, or political contestation. Religion, gender, and ethnicity play a far more prominent role in 
determining social and political interaction than in the past."--

Democratic Transitions in the Arab World

A cross-country examination of authoritarianism and democracy in North Africa and the Middle East.

Mediterranean in Dis/order

Mediterranean in Dis/order reveals the connection between space and politics by examining the role 
that space has played in insurgencies, conflicts, uprisings, and mobilities in the Mediterranean region. 
With this approach, the authors are able to challenge well-established beliefs about the power structure 
of the state across different disciplines (including political science, history, sociology, geography, and 
anthropology), and its impact on the conception, production, and imagination of space in the broader 
Mediterranean. Further, they contribute to particular areas of studies, such as migration, political Islam, 
mobilization, and transition to democracy, among others. The book, infusing critical theory, unveils 
original and revelatory case studies in Tunisia, Libya, Lebanon, Turkey, Syria, Morocco, and the EU 
Mediterranean policy, through a various set of actors and practices—from refugees and migrations 
policies, to Islamist or students’ movements, architectural sites, or movies. This multidisciplinary 
perspective on space and power provides a valuable resource for practitioners interested in how space, 
context, and time interact to produce institutions, political subjectivities, and asymmetries of power, 
particularly since the turning point of the Arab uprisings. The book also helps readers understand the 
conditions under which the uprisings develop, giving a clearer picture about various national, regional, 
and international dynamics.

Lebanese Women at the Crossroads

Thirty years after the end of the civil war, Lebanese women are still struggling for gender equality. This 
study builds on recent scholarship on women's activism in the Arab world, in the context of the Arab 
Spring. It examines how discourses of secularism and equal civil rights have informed the contemporary 
Lebanese women's movement in their campaigns for a domestic violence law, women's nationality 
rights, a women's quota in parliament, the reform of personal status law and the recognition of civil 
marriage. This book argues that women are caught between sect and nation, due to Lebanon's plural 
legal system, which makes a division between religious and civil law. While both jurisdictions allocate 
women relational rights, guided by the logic of patrilineal descent, women's inequality is central to the 
reproduction of sectarian difference and patriarchal control within the confessional political system, as 
a whole.

The Arab Awakening

Even the most seasoned Middle East observers were taken aback by the events of early 2011. 
Protests born of oppression and socioeconomic frustration erupted throughout the streets; public unrest 
provoked violent police backlash; long-established dictatorships fell. How did this all happen? What 
might the future look like, and what are the likely ramifications for the United States and the rest of the 
world? In The Arab Awakening, experts from the Brookings Institution tackle such questions to make 
sense of this tumultuous region that remains at the heart of U.S. national interests. The first portion of 
The Arab Awakening offers broad lessons by analyzing key aspects of the Mideast turmoil, such as 
public opinion trends within the "Arab Street"; the role of social media and technology; socioeconomic 



and demographic conditions; the influence of Islamists; and the impact of the new political order on the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. The next section looks at the countries themselves, finding commonalties 
and grouping them according to the political evolutions that have (or have not) occurred in each country. 
The section offers insight into the current situation, and possible trajectory of each group of countries, 
followed by individual nation studies. The Arab Awakening brings the full resources of Brookings to 
bear on making sense of what may turn out to be the most significant geopolitical movement of this 
generation. It is essential reading for anyone looking to understand these developments and their 
consequences.

Historical Dictionary of Lebanon

Historical Dictionary of Lebanon, Second Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an 
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 800 cross-referenced entries on important 
personalities as well as aspects of the country’s politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and 
culture.

Armed Forces in Deeply Divided Societies: Lebanon, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iraq and Burundi

Eduardo Wassim Aboultaif critically analyzes civil–military relations and the way armies are constructed 
in divided societies. To achieve that, the book looks at four case studies with deep divisions and 
whose armed forces have been reconstructed after civil wars. Lebanon and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
represent two examples of consociational power-sharing arrangements with functioning armed forces 
that enjoy wide popular support and neutral in internal affairs. Iraq and Burundi, however, have 
semi-consociational provisions that have politicized the army and made it a partisan military that has 
either led to disintegration (as in the case of Iraq) or politicization and loss of legitimacy (as in Burundi).

Qatar and the Arab Spring

Qatar and the Arab Spring offers a frank examination of Qatar's startling rise to regional and interna-
tional prominence, describing how its distinctive policy stance toward the Arab Spring emerged. In only 
a decade, Qatari policy-makers - led by the Emir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, and his prime 
minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim Al-Thani - catapulted Qatar from a sleepy backwater to a regional 
power with truly international reach. In addition to pursuing an aggressive state-branding strategy with 
its successful bid for the 2022 FIFA World Cup, Qatar forged a reputation for diplomatic mediation that 
combined intensely personalized engagement with financial backing and favorable media coverage 
through the Al-Jazeera. These factors converged in early 2011 with the outbreak of the Arab Spring 
revolts in North Africa, Syria, and Yemen, which Qatari leaders saw as an opportunity to seal their 
regional and international influence, rather than as a challenge to their authority, and this guided their 
support of the rebellions against the Gaddafi and Assad regimes in Libya and Syria. From the high 
watermark of Qatari influence after the toppling of Gaddafi in 2011, that rapidly gave way to policy 
overreach in Syria in 2012, Coates Ulrichsen analyses Qatari ambition and capabilities as the tiny 
emirate sought to shape the transitions in the Arab world.

Women Rising

Groundbreaking essays by female activists and scholars documenting women’s resistance before, 
during, and after the Arab Spring Images of women protesting in the Arab Spring, from Tahrir Square 
to the streets of Tunisia and Syria, have become emblematic of the political upheaval sweeping the 
Middle East and North Africa. In Women Rising, Rita Stephan and Mounira M. Charrad bring together 
a provocative group of scholars, activists, artists, and more, highlighting the first-hand experiences of 
these remarkable women. In this relevant and timely volume, Stephan and Charrad paint a picture of 
women’s political resistance in sixteen countries before, during, and since the Arab Spring protests 
first began in 2011. Contributors provide insight into a diverse range of perspectives across the entire 
movement, focusing on often-marginalized voices, including rural women, housewives, students, and 
artists. Women Rising offers an on-the-ground understanding of an important twenty-first century 
movement, telling the story of Arab women’s activism.

Reframing Syrian Refugee Insecurity through a Feminist Lens

While there has been a shift in security studies from the security of states to that of people, realpolitik still 
takes place under the banner of an emerging discourse of "refugee crisis." Located at the intersection 



of security studies and refugee scholarship, this book is both a process and a product. It explores the 
multi-leveled sites of refugee security construction and policy translation that play an instrumental role 
in informing how Syrian refugee insecurity is engendered and experienced in the case of Lebanon. It 
sheds light on how impromptu choices made by involved bodies—such as the Lebanese government 
and the UNHCR—can significantly impact local realities, creating a vicious cycle of Syrian refugee 
insecurities.

Urban Displacement

Syria’s massive displacement (2012–present) is one of the largest, most complex and intractable 
humanitarian emergencies of today. More than 5.7 million Syrian refugees live mainly in cities and urban 
areas throughout the rest of the Middle East. Urban Displacement examines multiple dimensions of this 
crisis from political and socioeconomic predicaments to questions of social belonging, the complexity of 
the international, regional and national responses and how they affect urban spaces. The volume brings 
together many experts in the field of forced migration studies and displacement in the Middle East and 
presents a range of in-depth ethnographic data, large-scale surveys, and policy recommendations.

Sunni City

Tripoli, Lebanon's 'Sunni City' is often presented as an Islamist or even Jihadi city. However, this 
misleading label conceals a much deeper history of resistance and collaboration with the state and 
the wider region. Based on more than a decade of fieldwork and using a broad array of primary 
sources, Tine Gade analyses the modern history of Tripoli, exploring the city's contentious politics, its 
fluid political identity, and the relations between Islamist and sectarian groups. Offering an alternative 
explanation for Tripoli's decades of political troubles – rather than emphasizing Islamic radicalism as 
the principal explanation – she argues that it is Lebanese clientelism and the decay of the state 
that produced the rise of violent Islamist movements in Tripoli. By providing a corrective to previous 
assumptions, this book not only expands our understanding of Lebanese politics, but of the wider 
religious and political dynamics in the Middle East.

The Arab Uprisings Abroad

Moss presents a new theoretical framework for explaining when anti-authoritarian diaspora movements 
emerge and become transnational agents of change.

Prosperity in the Twenty-First Century

Prosperity in the Twenty-First Century sets out a new vision for prosperity in the twenty-first century and 
how it can be achieved for all. The volume challenges orthodox understandings of economic models, 
but goes beyond contemporary debates to show how social innovation drives economic value. Drawing 
on substantive research in the UK, Lebanon and Kenya, it develops new concepts, frameworks, models 
and metrics for prosperity across a wide range of contexts, emphasising commonalities and differences. 
Its distinctive approach goes beyond defining and measuring prosperity – addressing the debate about 
the failures of GDP – to formulating and describing what is needed to make prosperity a realisable 
proposition for specific people living in specific locales. Departing from general propositions about 
post-growth to delineate pathways to prosperity, the volume emphasises that visions of the good life 
are diverse and require empirical work co-designed with local communities and stakeholders to drive 
change. It is essential reading for policymakers who are stuck, local government officers who need new 
tools, activists who wonder what is next, academics in need of refreshment, and students and people 
of all ages who want a way forward.

Migrations in the Mediterranean

This open access Regional Reader describes population movement circulating within the Mediter-
ranean area, for any reason or from any region, be them European, African, Asian or originating from 
any of the Mediterranean shores. It showcases a plurality of approaches to and applications of Mediter-
ranean migration, contributing to a regional approach to migration, thereby defending this regional 
approach by scaling Mediterranean migration issues. This book covers a large set of questions related 
to the migration research agenda, such as: market and economy, politics and policies, super-diversity 
and intersectionality, media, society, welfare and the environment through five main parts: Geo-political 
Mediterranean Relations, Governance, Policies and Politics, Mobility drivers and Agency, Cities, History 



and Social Transformations, and Economy and Labour Markets. This Regional Reader provides an 
interesting read to scholars, researchers, but also policy makers and civil society organizations’ high 
representatives, international foundations and institutions interested in linking the Mediterranean and 
migration.

Women, Civil Society and Policy Change in the Arab World

This book examines the ways in which Arab civil society actors have attempted to influence public 
policies. In particular, the book studies the drive towards a change of policies that affect women and their 
well-being. It does so through the lens of women civil society activism and through analysis of cases 
of policy reform in three Arab countries namely: Lebanon, Morocco and Yemen. The book addresses 
the tension between policy change and state repression; between Islamic traditional/religious values 
and civil/secular ones; between the formal and the informal channels for policy-making. One of the first 
books to reflect on the capability of Arab civil society actors to influence change, it traces recent policy 
evolution from before the Arab Uprisings in 2011 until the present day, and describes the limited ability 
of civil society actors to induce change and substantiate it over recent decades. The book explores the 
use of policy theories in the analysis of cases, and reflects on the possibility of applying and “adapting” 
those concepts, largely applied in the Western world, to encompass policymaking in the Arab world 
without conceptual 'overstretch'.

The Dawn of the Arab Uprisings

The Dawn of the Arab Uprising sheds light on the historical background and initial impact of the mass 
uprisings which have shaken the Arab world since December 2010. The book brings together the best 
writers from the online journal Jadaliyya, which has established itself as an unparalleled source of 
information and critical analysis on the Middle East. The authors, many of whom live in the countries 
affected, provide unique understanding and first-hand accounts of events that have received superficial 
and partial coverage in Western and Arab media alike. While the book focuses on those states that 
have been most affected by the uprisings it also covers the impact on Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
Palestine, and Iraq. The Dawn of the Arab Uprising covers the full range of issues involved in these 
historic events, from political economy and the role of social media, to international politics, gender, 
labor, and the impact on culture, making this the ideal one-stop introduction to the events for the novice 
and specialist alike.

Revolution without Revolutionaries

A study of the Arab Spring and its aftermath alongside the revolutions of the 1970s. The revolutionary 
wave that swept the Middle East in 2011 was marked by spectacular mobilization, spreading within and 
between countries with extraordinary speed. Several years on, however, it has caused limited shifts in 
structures of power, leaving much of the old political and social order intact. In this book, noted author 
Asef Bayat—whose Life as Politics anticipated the Arab Spring—uncovers why this occurred, and what 
made these uprisings so distinct from those that came before. Revolution without Revolutionaries is 
both a history of the Arab Spring and a history of revolution writ broadly. Setting the 2011 uprisings side 
by side with the revolutions of the 1970s, particularly the Iranian Revolution, Bayat reveals a profound 
global shift in the nature of protest: as acceptance of neoliberal policy has spread, radical revolutionary 
impulses have diminished. Protestors call for reform rather than fundamental transformation. By tracing 
the contours and illuminating the meaning of the 2011 uprisings, Bayat gives us the book needed 
to explain and understand our post–Arab Spring world. Praise for Revolution without Revolutionaries 
“Bayat is in the vanguard of a subtle and original theorization of social movements and social change 
in the Middle East. His attention to the lives of the urban poor, his extensive field work in very different 
countries within the region, and his ability to see over the horizon of current paradigms make his work 
essential reading.” —Juan Cole, University of Michigan “An astute analyst of the Middle East, Asef 
Bayat is one of the very few researchers equipped to historicize the region’s contemporary uprisings. In 
Revolution without Revolutionaries, he deftly and sympathetically employs his own observations of Iran, 
immediately before and after the 1979 revolution, to reflect on the epochal shifts that have re-worked 
the political regimes, economic structures, and revolutionary imaginaries across the region today.” 
—Arang Keshavarzian, New York University “Bayat provocatively questions the Arab Spring’s apparent 
moderation, tracing its softness to decades of neoliberalism that have undermined the national state 
and discarded old-fashioned forms of revolutionary violence. This groundbreaking book is not an 



obituary for the Arab Spring but a hopeful glimpse at its future.” —Olivier Roy, author of The Failure of 
Political Islam

Continental Encampment

During the past decade, Syria’s displacement crisis has made the Middle East one of the world’s 
foremost refugee-hosting regions. The measures to prevent refugees and migrants from leaving the 
region, and returning those who do, has made the region a zone of containment where millions remain 
displaced. The volume explores responses to mass migration and traces the genealogy of humanitarian 
containment from the Ottoman Empire and the emergence of the first refugee camps to the present-day 
displacement ‘crises’ and the re-bordering of Europe.

Sa'udi Policies towards Migrants and Refugees

A Sacred Duty sets out the Kingdom's policy toward the global issue of migrants and refugees, 
with special emphasis directed toward Muslim societies. Discussion focuses on refugee communities 
currently living in Saudi Arabia, some of which migrated due to war, forced displacement, environmental 
catastrophe, and economic hardship. Some migrants have come from bordering countries such as Iraq 
and Yemen; others reached the Arabian Peninsula from Africa and Asia. All have been welcomed and 
cared for, though settlement conditions, repatriation and deportation circumstances were not always 
ideal. Inevitably, and mirroring experience elsewhere in the world, there are undeniable gulfs between 
policies and practices. Policy shortcomings are measured against the substantive assistance planks 
that Riyadh espouses, including providing financial aid to refugees in third countries, over and above 
United Nations appeals. These acts are done without prejudice and mostly without publicity. Aid to 
the needy is justified by religious obligations, as well as on humanitarian grounds. Saudi Arabia's 
aid contributions have generally been either overlooked or dismissed, and the religious foundations 
of their commitment to displaced populations has been negatively contrasted against human-rights 
based commitments espoused by Western states and institutions. Sa'udi Policies Towards Migrants 
and Refugees addresses these concerns, filling a key gap in the literature on a vital policy topic. The 
book refutes notions that the country discourages open research on sensitive topics and further dispels 
the prejudiced idea of a society closed to any kind of external influence. Saudi Arabia's granting of 
hospitality to refugees reinforces historic, tribal and universal norms in contrast to misplaced notions 
of hostility toward Western standards, which in the case of migrants and refugees has seen the 
application of confused and alarming standards of behaviour by a plethora of Western states. Published 
in conjunction with the King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies (KFCRIS).

The Arab Spring, Democracy and Security

This volume analyzes the political, economic and strategic dimensions of the recent upheavals in the 
Middle East known as the Arab Spring. Mass demonstrations in many Arab states challenged the 
political status quo and the existing political and cultural system in the region. While it is too early to 
offer a definitive analysis of the impact of the widespread discontent in the Arab world, the trajectory 
of the events indicates regime change in several states, containment of political unrest in most states, 
increase in Islamic tendencies, centrifugal tendencies in a number of political units and deterioration of 
economic conditions. This volume presents an initial assessment by a selected group of Israeli scholars 
of the implications of the Arab Spring. The chapters focus on important issues such as democratization, 
the role of economic factors in political change and explanations for variations in regime stability in the 
Middle East. Taking an international relations perspective, the book not only examines the evolving 
regional balance, but also explores the link between external and internal politics and the implications 
of terrorism for regional security. The chapters also address the implications of the Arab Spring for Israel 
and its chances of existing peacefully in the region. This volume will be of much interest to students of 
Middle East politics, international security, foreign policy and international relations.

Artists and the Arab Uprisings

Regional artists can play a positive role in shaping public debate and supporting democratic transition 
in the Middle East. This report explores the challenges artists have faced since the Arab uprisings, U.S. 
government programs to support arts in the region, and the wide array of nongovernmental activities 
to engage Arab artists, offering recommendations to improve support for these artists.

Not War But Like War



This study began in August 1979 as a series of notes for a lecture on the employment of contingency 
forces at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. The lecture was intended to serve as 
a historical introduction to the subject, using the 1958 American intervention in Lebanon as a case 
in point. It was thought that by analyzing the Lebanon intervention one could demonstrate several 
important lessons: how political and diplomatic objectives directly affect the character of modern military 
operations; how an operational military plan is conceived and what evolutions it endures before it is 
executed; how such plans, though they appear to anticipate every operational problem, are usually 
unequal to the realities of operational practice; and, finally, how valuable a quality mental agility can 
be when put to use by a military commander and his subordinates. Interestingly, most of the literature 
dealt with the Marines if of it took notice of military operations at all.

Dispatches from the Arab Spring

The Arab Spring unleashed forces of liberation and social justice that swept across North Africa 
and the Middle East with unprecedented speed, ferocity, and excitement. Although the future of the 
democratic uprisings against oppressive authoritarian regimes remains uncertain in many places, 
the revolutionary wave that started in Tunisia in December 2010 has transformed how the world 
sees Arab peoples and politics. Bringing together the knowledge of activists, scholars, journalists, 
and policy experts uniquely attuned to the pulse of the region, Dispatches from the Arab Spring 
offers an urgent and engaged analysis of a remarkable ongoing world-historical event that is widely 
misinterpreted in the West. Tracing the flows of protest, resistance, and counterrevolution in every 
one of the countries affected by this epochal change—from Morocco to Iraq and Syria to Sudan—the 
contributors provide ground-level reports and new ways of teaching about and understanding the 
Middle East in general, and contextualizing the social upheavals and political transitions that defined 
the Arab Spring in particular. Rejecting outdated and invalid (yet highly influential) paradigms to analyze 
the region—from depictions of the “Arab street” as a mindless, reactive mob to the belief that Arab 
culture was “unfit” for democratic politics—this book offers fresh insights into the region’s dynamics, 
drawing from social history, political geography, cultural creativity, and global power politics. Dispatches 
from the Arab Spring is an unparalleled introduction to the changing Middle East and offers the most 
comprehensive and accurate account to date of the uprisings that profoundly reshaped North Africa 
and the Middle East. Contributors: Sheila Carapico, U of Richmond; Nouri Gana, UCLA; Toufic Haddad; 
Adam Hanieh, SOAS/U of London; Toby C. Jones, Rutgers U; Anjali Kamat; Khalid Medani, McGill U; 
Merouan Mekouar; Maya Mikdashi, NYU; Paulo Gabriel Hilu Pinto, U Federal Fluminense, Brazil; Jillian 
Schwedler, Hunter College, CUNY; Ahmad Shokr; Susan Slyomovics, UCLA; Haifa Zangana.

Killing the Arab Spring

Killing the Arab Spring tells the stories of the Arab Spring uprising in 15 Middle East states, from the 
point of view of a secular Middle Eastern political analyst familiar with the politics, the culture of the 
people and the history of the area. Dr. Hasan views the vast majority of the Arab rulers deriving their 
absolute authority from inheritance or military coups, or in the case of the Saudis from conquest, not 
at the pleasure of the governed. Arab leaders do not believe that government is a trust on behalf of 
the people. They believe that if there is democracy and their societies are composed of equal and 
competing individuals, there will be a tendency towards anarchy. People involved in the Arab Spring 
uprisings demanded inclusive and equitable democracy, social justice and economic development. 
There were no civil society institutions strong enough to challenge the weapons of authoritarianism 
that included ideology, repression, payoffs and the solidarity of the crony capitalists. The author argues 
that Saddam Hussein’s 1980 war on Iran was the spark that started a chain of bloody wars and events 
which eventually led to the US invasion of Iraq and the Arab Spring uprisings. The revolts and the 
counter revolts took different forms in each country based on its history, the type of government and 
the economy. The author argues that the Arab Spring is a step of a long process toward democracy 
rather than an aberration between periods of authoritarian regimes. To understand the Arab Spring 
causes and its aftermath, the book provides the reader with a review of the Middle East common 
culture that includes the history of Islamic religion, Islamic-sects and Arab tribalism, and brief history 
of each country. There are few activities more controversial than writing history of a nation involved 
in a conflict. Even while witnessing history unfolding in a country, different historians provide different 
narratives, different causes and different conclusions. This becomes more obvious when the history 
of the conflicts is viewed through the prism of the politics of sectarianism ethnicity and tribalism. The 



author strives for an objective view, but he does not hide his strong support to liberal democracy and 
human rights.

Politics of Change in Middle East and North Africa since Arab Spring

A decade since the eruption of Arab Spring protests in the Middle East and North Africa, the region con-
tinues to confront the primary causes of the popular disenchantment including economic deprivation, 
bad governance, corruption and limited avenues for political expression. Democratisation, the buzzword 
in 2011 has given way to debates around conflict management and resolution. Simultaneously, there 
are mounting economic challenges throughout the region that have been aggravated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. But there are some silver linings such as a focus on reforms, greater scrutiny against 
corruption, demand for better governance, and awareness regarding women empowerment and rights 
of minorities. The volume, Politics of Change in the Middle East and North Africa since Arab Spring: 
A Lost Decade?, commemorates the ten years of the eruption of Arab Spring protests. It captures 
some of the prevailing political, economic, strategic and social issues in MENA through thematic 
or country-specific essays that explore the ongoing transformations and underline how despite the 
hopelessness, the MENA societies have made progress on various fronts. Print edition not for sale in 
South Asia (India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Bhutan).

The People Want

The sponsoring of the Muslim Brotherhood by the Emirate of Qatar and its influential satellite channel, 
Al Jazeera, contributed to shaping the prelude to the uprising. But the explosion's deep roots, asserts 
Achcar, mean that what happened until now is but the beginning of a revolutionary process likely to 
extend for many more years to come. The author identifies the actors and dynamics of the revolutionary 
process: the role of various social and political movements, the emergence of young actors making 
intensive use of new information and communication technologies, and the nature of power elites 
and existing state apparatuses that determine different conditions for regime overthrow in each case. 
Drawing a balance-sheet of the uprising in the countries that have been most affected by it until now, 
i.e. Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain, Libya and Syria, Achcar sheds special light on the nature and role 
of the movements that use Islam as a political banner.

The New Sectarianism

The ensuing clash--between Islamism and Nationalism, Shi'a and Sunni, and other factions within these 
communities--

Interpreting the Arab Spring: Significance of the New Arab Awakening ?

The Arab Spring, widely perceived as a momentous event in West Asia, has evoked a persistent flow 
of interpretation and analysis by academic experts and policy-makers since the upheaval first broke 
out in December 2010 and the pace of events suggests the flow of analysis on this issue will continue. 
Like all great social upheavals, the Arab Spring was long-drawn-out in its realisation and born of many 
factors that are intertwined. It could have occurred any time during the course of the last two or three 
decades but each passing year brought to the forefront new developments that made it that much more 
imminent. Economic problems, social problems, political problems, juridical problems and diplomatic 
problems combined to contribute to an uncompromising sense of grievance across the Arab world 
that ultimately manifested itself in the Arab spring and winter of 2011. This volume comes out of a 
conference organised by the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, in collaboration with 
Institute of Foreign Policy Studies and Centre of Pakistan and West Asian Studies, in which an attempt 
was made to discuss these issues threadbare.
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