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Explore profound philosophical inquiries into the nature of the gods with this essential volume from the
Oxford World's Classics series. This edition delves into ancient perspectives on divinity, offering critical
insights into how classical thinkers understood deities and their role in the cosmos. An indispensable
resource for students and enthusiasts of classical studies, ancient religion, and the history of philo-
sophical thought on the divine.
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The Nature of the Gods

"My present intention is to clear myself of any suspicion of partiality by presenting the views of the
generality of philosophers concerning the nature of the gods.' Cicero's philosophical works are now
exciting renewed interest, in part because he provides vital evidence of the views of the (largely lost)
Greek philosophers of the Hellenistic age, and partly because of the light he casts on the intellectual
life of first century Rome. The Nature of the Gods is a text of central significance, presenting a detailed
account of the theologies of the Epicureans and of the Stoics, together with the critical objections to
these doctrines raised by the Academic school. When these Greek theories of deity are translated into
the Roman context, a fascinating clash of ideologies results. This fine translation by P. G. Walsh includes
a summary of the Text, and an Index and Glossary of Names. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years
Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus
a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes
to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

On the Nature of the Universe

“Therefore this terror and darkness of the mind Not by the sun's rays, nor the bright shafts of day,
Must be dispersed, as is most necessary, But by the face of nature and her laws." Lucretius' poem On
the Nature of the Universe combines a scientific and philosophical treatise with some of the greatest
poetry ever written. With intense moral fervour Lucretius demonstrates to humanity that in death there
is nothing to fear since the soul is mortal, and the world and everything in it is governed not by the gods,
but by the mechanical laws of nature. By believing this, men can live in peace of mind and happiness.
Lucretius bases his argument on the atomic theory expounded by the Greek philosopher Epicurus. His
poem explores sensation, sex, cosmology, meteorology, and geology through acute observation of the
beauties of the natural world and with moving sympathy for man's place in it. Sir Ronald Melville's
accessible and accurate verse translation is complemented by an introduction and notes situating
Lucretius' scientific theories within the thought of 1st century BCE Rome and discussing the Epicurean
philosophy that was his inspiration and why the issues Lucretius' poem raisies about the scientific
and poetical views of the world continue to be important. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years
Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
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affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus
a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes
to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

On Obligations

On Obligations (De officiis) was written by Cicero in late 44 BC after the assassination of Julius
Caesar to provide principles of behaviour for aspiring politicians. It explores the apparent tensions
between honourable conduct and expediency in public life, and the right and wrong ways ofattaining
political leadership. The principles of honourable behaviour are based on the Stoic virtues of wisdom,
justice, magnanimity, and propriety; in Cicero's view the intrinsically useful is always identical with the
honourable. Cicero's famous treatise has played a seminal role in the formation of ethical values in
western Christendom. Adopted by the fourth-century Christian humanists, it beame transmuted into the
moral code of the high Middle Ages. Thereafter, in the Renaissance from the time of Petrarch, and in
theAge of Enlightenment that followed, it was given central prominence in discussion of the government
of states. Today, when corruption and conflict in political life are the focus of so much public attention,
On Obligations is still the foremost guide to good conduct.

On the Nature of the Universe

“Therefore this terror and darkness of the mind Not by the sun's rays, nor the bright shafts of day,
Must be dispersed, as is most necessary, But by the face of nature and her laws." Lucretius' poem On
the Nature of the Universe combines a scientific and philosophical treatise with some of the greatest
poetry ever written. With intense moral fervour Lucretius demonstrates to humanity that in death there
is nothing to fear since the soul is mortal, and the world and everything in it is governed not by the gods,
but by the mechanical laws of nature. By believing this, men can live in peace of mind and happiness.
Lucretius bases his argument on the atomic theory expounded by the Greek philosopher Epicurus. His
poem explores sensation, sex, cosmology, meteorology, and geology through acute observation of the
beauties of the natural world and with moving sympathy for man's place in it. Sir Ronald Melville's
accessible and accurate verse translation is complemented by an introduction and notes situating
Lucretius' scientific theories within the thought of 1st century BCE Rome and discussing the Epicurean
philosophy that was his inspiration and why the issues Lucretius' poem raisies about the scientific and
poetical views of the world continue to be important.

The First Philosophers

These first philosophers paved the way for the work of Plato and Aristotle - and hence for the whole
of Western thought. This is a unique and invaluable collection of the works of the Presocratics and the
Sophists. Waterfield brings together the works of these early thinkers with brilliant new translation and
exceptional commentary. This is the ideal anthology for the student of this increasingly appreciated
field of classical philosophy.

The Nature of the Gods

"My present intention is to clear myself of any suspicion of partiality by presenting the views of the
generality of philosophers concerning the nature of the gods.' Cicero's philosophical works are now
exciting renewed interest, in part because he provides vital evidence of the views of the (largely lost)
Greek philosophers of the Hellenistic age, and partly because of the light he casts on the intellectual
life of first century Rome. The Nature of the Gods is a text of central significance, presenting a detailed
account of the theologies of the Epicureans and of the Stoics, together with the critical objections to
these doctrines raised by the Academic school. When these Greek theories of deity are translated
into the Roman context, a fascinating clash of ideologies results. This fine translation by P. G. Walsh
includes a summary of the Text, and an Index and Glossary of Names.

American Fried
TRAVEL-DOMESTIC



Plato

"Julia Annas provides an incisive exploration of the many-sided and elusive genius whose wide-ranging,
bold, and influential ideas continue to challenge, provoke, and inspire us today"--Page 4 of cover.

Of the Nature of Things

"Of the Nature of Things" is a first-century BCE didactic poem by the Roman poet and philosopher
Lucretius to explain Epicurean philosophy to a Roman audience. In this work, T. Lucretius Carus
presents the view that the world can be described by the function of material forces and natural laws.
So, one should not fear the gods or death.

Political Speeches

“Two things alone | long for: first, that when | die | may leave the Roman people free...and second,
that each person's fate may reflect the way he has behaved towards his country.' Cicero (106-43

BC) was the greatest orator of the ancient world and a leading politician of the closing era of the
Roman republic. This book presents nine speeches which reflect the development, variety, and drama
of his political career,among them two speeches from his prosecution of Verres, a corrupt and cruel
governor of Sicily; four speeches against the conspirator Catiline; and the Second Philippic, the famous
denunciation of Mark Antony which cost Cicero his life. Also included are On the Command of Gnaeus
Pompeius, in which he praises the military successes of Pompey, and For Marcellus, a panegyric

in praise of the dictator Julius Caesar. These new translations preserve Cicero's rhetorical brilliance
and achieve new standards of accuracy. A general introduction outlines Cicero's public career, and
separate introductions explain the political significance of each of the speeches. Together with its
companion volume, Defence Speeches, this edition provides an unparalleled sampling of Cicero's
oratorical achievements.

The Consolation of Philosophy
"First published as an Oxford world's classics paperback 2000. Reissued 2008"--Copyright page.

On Government

These pioneering writings on the mechanics, tactics, and strategies of government were devised by
the Roman Republic's most enlightened thinker.

Orphic Tradition and the Birth of the Gods

"Orphic Tradition and the Birth of the Gods is a literary history that attempts to reconstruct the fragments
of four theogonies that were attributed to the legendary singer Orpheus: the Derveni, Eudemian,
Hieronyman, and Rhapsodic Theogonies. Most modern scholars have described these poems as if
they were similar to Hesiod's Theogony—Ilengthy chronological accounts of the births of the gods from
the beginning of time to the present—nbut this book suggests that a better model for understanding
how these poems were composed is to see each of them as an individual product of bricolage (as
explained by Claude Lévi-Strauss), rather than as items in the stemma of a static manuscript tradition
(as reconstructed by Martin West). The Orphic tradition was more fluid and fragmented than modern
reconstructions would lead one to believe, but in these four Orphic theogonies certain features stand
out, such as points of comparison with Near Eastern myths, the continuous discourse between Orphic
poetry and philosophy, and speculations on the nature of the gods in ways that generated unique deities
and new narratives. A study of Orphic theogonies reveals that the Orphic myths of Phanes and Zeus
were no less important than the Orphic myth of Dionysus"--

The God of Small Things

Still, to say that it all began when Sophie Mol came to Ayemenem is only one way of looking at it . .

. It could be argued that it actually began thousands of years ago. Long before the Marxists came.
Before the British took Malabar, before the Dutch Ascendancy, before Vasco da Gama arrived, before
the Zamorin’s conquest of Calicut. Before Christianity arrived in a boat and seeped into Kerala like tea
from a teabag. That it really began in the days when the Love Laws were made. The laws that lay down
who should be loved, and how. And how much.



Myths from Mesopotamia

The ancient civilization of Mesopotamia thrived between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates over 4,000
years ago. The myths collected here, originally written in cuneiform on clay tablets, include parallels
with the biblical stories of the Creation and the Flood, and the famous Epic of Gilgamesh, the tale of a
man of great strength, whose heroic quest for immortality is dashed through one moment of weakness.
Recent developments in Akkadian grammar and lexicography mean that this new translation, complete
with notes, a glossary of deities, place-names, and key terms, and illustrations of the mythical monsters
featured in the text, will replace all other versions. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford
World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus
a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes
to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

Literature in the Roman World

In this volume, we are offered a new perspective on Roman literature, based on the conviction that
our present appreciation for it should be informed and influenced by how it was originally perceived.
From the beginning of the Roman Empire to the end of the classical era, this book focuses on the
"receivers" of Roman literature-the readers, spectators, and audiences who first withessed the works.
Six contributors map out the lively and provocative surveys, covering the kinds of literature that have
shaped Western culture--epic, lyric, tragedy, comedy, history, philosophy, elegy, satire, biography, and
panegyric.

The lliad

The focus of this book--its new perspective--is on the 'receivers' of literature: readers, spectators, and
audiences. Twelve contributors, drawn from both sides of the Atlantic, explore the various and changing
interactions between the makers of literature and their audiences or readers from the earliest Greek
poetry to the end of the Roman empires in the Western and Eastern Mediterranean. From the heights of
Athens to the hellenistic Greek diaspora, from the great Augustans to the irresistible tide of Christianity,
the contributors deploy fresh insights to map out lively and provocative, yet accessible, surveys. They
cover the kinds of literature which have shaped western culture--epic, lyric, tragedy, comedy, history,
philosophy, rhetoric, epigram, elegy, pastoral, satire, biography, epistle, declamation, and panegyric.
Who were the audiences, and why did they regard their literature as so important? --jacket.

Literature in the Greek and Roman Worlds

On the nature of the gods (2.1-44) -- The dream of Scipio.

De Natura Deorum

Is There a God? offers a powerful response to modern doubts about the existence of God. It may seem
today that the answers to all fundamental questions lie in the province of science, and that the scientific
advances of the twentieth century leave little room for God. Cosmologists have rolled back their theories
to the moment of the Big Bang, the discovery of DNA reveals the key to life, the theory of evolution
explains the development of life... and with each new discovery or development, it seems that we are
closer to a complete understanding of how things are. For many people, this gives strength to the belief
that God is not needed to explain the universe; that religious belief is not based on reason; and that
the existence of God is, intellectually, a lost cause. Richard Swinburne, one of the most distinguished
philosophers of religion of our day, argues that on the contrary, science provides good grounds for
belief in God. Why is there a universe at all? Why is there any life on Earth? How is it that discoverable
scientific laws operate in the universe? Professor Swinburne uses the methods of scientific reasoning
to argue that the best answers to these questions are given by the existence of God. The picture of the
universe that science gives us is completed by God.

Is There a God?

Natural theology is a matter of debate among theologians and Christian philosophers. In this book,
top scholars in the fields of theology and Christian philosophy introduce readers to five prevailing
views on the topic. Contributors include John C. McDowell, Alister E. McGrath, Paul K. Moser, Fr.
Andrew Pinsent, and Charles Taliaferro. The contributors offer constructive approaches from major



perspectives--contemporary, Catholic, classical, deflationary, and Barthian--in a multiview format to
provide readers with the "state of the question” on natural theology. Each unit consists of an introduction
by a proponent of the view under discussion, responses from the other contributors, and a final
response by the proponent. James Dew and Ronnie Campbell provide a helpful introduction and
conclusion. Offering a model of critical thinking and respectful dialogue, this volume provides a
balanced, irenic approach to a topic of ongoing debate. Students of theology, Christian philosophers,
and readers interested in the theology and science dialogue will value this work.

Natural Theology

Offers an introduction to the basic beliefs, practices, and major deities of Greek and Roman religions
A volume in the Blackwell Ancient Religions, Greek and Roman Religions offers an authoritative
overview of the region’s ancient religious practices. The author—a noted expert in the field—explores
the presence of divinity in all aspects of ancient life and highlights the origins of myth, religious authority,
institutions, beliefs, rituals, sacred texts, and ethics. Comprehensive in scope, the text focuses on
myriad aspects that constitute Greco-Roman culture such as economic class, honor and shame,

and slavery as well as the religious role of each member of the family. The integration of ethnic and
community identity with divine elements are highlighted in descriptions of religious festivals. Greek
and Roman Religions presents the evolution of ideas concerning death and the afterlife and the
relation of death to concepts of ultimate justice. The author also offers insight into the elements of
ancient religions that remain important in our contemporary quest for meaning. This vital text: Offers
a comprehensive review of ancient Greek and Roman religions and their institutions, beliefs, rituals,
and more Examines how the Roman culture and religions borrowed from the Greek traditions Explores
the ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean Basin Contains suggestions at the end of each chapter
for further reading that include both traditional studies and more recent examinations of topical issues
Written for students of ancient religions and religious studies, this important resource provides an
overview of the ancient culture and history of the general region as well as the basic background of
Greek and Roman civilizations.

Life and Death

This book explores how the fathers of humanist jurisprudence contributed to the emergence of ius
gentium as the common law not simply of Europe, but of all mankind, in the early sixteenth century.

Greek and Roman Religions

The theme of the Metamorphoses is change and transformation, as illustrated in Graeco-Roman myth
and legend. On this ostensibly unifying thread Ovid strings together a vast and kaleidoscopic sequence
of brilliant narratives, in which the often paradoxical and always arbitrary fates of his human and
divine characters reflect the never-ending flux and reflux of the universe itself. ABOUT THE SERIES:
For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from
around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

Jus Gentium in Humanist Jurisprudence

A comprehensive survey of the many different forms of design argument for the existence of God.

Metamorphoses

This very short introudction corrects the prevalent view of Epicureanism that often conjures up ideas
of tasty delights and hedonism. Wilson explains the philosophical and scientific ideas of Epicurus and
his followers and the legacy of Epicureanism on later European thought.

An Introduction to Design Arguments

This volume examines major theories of interpretation of the Greek gods in German and British
classical scholarship during the nineteenth and early twentieth century and their significance and
influence.

Epicureanism



What is the philosophy of religion? How can we distinguish it from theology on the one hand and

the psychology/sociology of religious belief on the other? What does it mean to describe God as
eternal? And should religious people want there to be good arguments for the existence of God, or is
religious belief only authentic in the absence of these good arguments? In this Very Short Introduction
Tim Bayne introduces the field of philosophy of religion, and engages with some of the most burning
guestions that philosophers discuss. Considering how religion should be defined, and whether we even
need to be able to define it in order to engage in the philosophy of religion, he goes on to discuss
whether the existence of God matters. Exploring the problem of evil, Bayne also debates the connection
between faith and reason, and the related question of what role reason should play in religious contexts.
Shedding light on the relationship between science and religion, Bayne finishes by considering the
topics of reincarnation and the afterlife. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

The Greek Gods in Modern Scholarship

Republic is the central work of the Western world's most famous philosopher. Essentially an inquiry into
morality, Republic also contains crucial arguments and insights into many other areas of philosophy.
It is also a literary masterpiece: the philosophy is presented for the most part for the ordinary reader,
who is carried along by the wit and intensity of the dialogue and by Plato's unforgettable images of the
human condition. This new, lucid translation by Robin Waterfield is complemented by full explanatory
notes and an up-to-date critical introduction. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's
Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the
text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

Philosophy of Religion

"Offers a critical new perspective on a major classical author by one of the world's leading authorities;
advances a new theory of Euripides’ intentions, namely, that he is not trying to undermine traditional
theology ..."--Https://global.oup.com.

Cicero's Treatise on the Nature of the Gods

The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents an edited collection of essays that explore

the nature of Humanism as an approach to life, and a philosophical analysis of the key humanist
propositions from naturalism and science to morality and meaning. Represents the first book of its
kind to look at Humanism not just in terms of its theoretical underpinnings, but also its consequences
and its diverse manifestations Features contributions from international and emerging scholars, plus
renowned figures such as Stephen Law, Charles Freeman and Jeaneanne Fowler Presents Humanism
as a positive alternative to theism Brings together the world’s leading Humanist academics in one
reference work

Republic

Stoic philosopher and tutor to the young emperor Nero, Seneca wrote moral essays - exercises in
practical philosophy - on how to live in a troubled world. Strikingly applicable today, his thoughts on
happiness and other subjects are here combined in a clear, modern translation with an introduction on
Seneca's life and philosophy.

Euripides and the Gods

How new is atheism? In Battling the Gods, Tim Whitmarsh journeys into the ancient Mediterranean to
recover the stories of those who first refused the divinities. Long before the Enlightenment sowed the
seeds of disbelief in a deeply Christian Europe, atheism was a matter of serious public debate in the
Greek world. But history is written by those who prevail, and the Age of Faith mostly suppressed the
lively free-thinking voices of antiquity. Tim Whitmarsh brings to life the fascinating ideas of Diagoras
of Melos, perhaps the first self-professed atheist; Democritus, the first materialist; and Epicurus and



his followers. He shows how the early Christians came to define themselves against atheism, and so
suppress the philosophy of disbelief. Battling the Gods is the first book on the origins of the secular
values at the heart of the modern state. Authoritative and bold, provocative and humane, it reveals
how atheism and doubt, far from being modern phenomena, have intrigued the human imagination for
thousands of years.

The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism

"This book provides a comprehensive account of the offering all over the Greek world of so-called
first-fruits’ (aparchai) and 'tithes' (dekatai) from the Archaic to the Hellenistic period (c. 700 to 31
B.C.). Existing studies of Greek religion tend to focus on ritual performance, but this book investigates
guestions of religious belief and mentality: why the Greeks presented these gifts to the gods, and
what their behaviour tells us about their religious world-view, presuppositions, and perception of the
gods. An array of ancient sources is exploited to examine the diverse nature of aparchai and dekatai,
the complexity of the motivations underlying the practice, the role of individuals in shaping tradition,
possible interactions between individual and communal practices, the deployment of this religious
custom in politics, and the transformation of a voluntary practice into a religious obligation."--

Dialogues and Essays

Cicero's The Republic is an impassioned plea for responsible government written just before the civil
war that ended the Roman Republic in a dialogue following Plato. This is the first complete English
translation of both works for over sixty years and features a lucid introduction, a table of dates, notes
on the Roman constitution, and an index of names.

Battling the Gods

The Golden Ass is a unique, entertaining, and thoroughly readable Latin novel - the only work of fiction
in Latin to have survived in its entirety. It tells the story of Lucius, whose curiosity and fascination for
sex and magic result in his transformation into an ass. After suffering a series of trials and humiliations,
he is ultimately transformed back into human shape by the kindness of the Goddess Isis. This new
translation is at once faithful to the meaning of the Latin, whilst reproducing all the exuberant gaiety of
the original.

Sharing with the Gods

"In the introduction to his new translation, P.G. Walsh examines the background to these often intimate
and enthralling letters."--Jacket.

The Republic and The Laws

In the first century BC, Marcus Tullius Cicero, orator, statesman, and defender of republican values,
created these philosophical treatises on such diverse topics as friendship, religion, death, fate and
scientific inquiry. A pragmatist at heart, Cicero's philosophies were frequently personal and ethical,
drawn not from abstract reasoning but through careful observation of the world. The resulting works
remind us of the importance of social ties, the questions of free will, and the justification of any creative
endeavour. This lively, lucid new translation from Thomas Habinek, editor of Classical Antiquity and the
Classics and Contemporary Thought book series, makes Cicero's influential ideas accessible to every
reader.

The Golden Ass

Complete Letters
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