
Empire of Liberty, Early Republic History, Gordon S. Wood, American History 1789-1815, US Founding Era

empire of liberty a history the early republic 1789 1815 
gordon s wood

#Empire of Liberty #Early Republic History #Gordon S. Wood #American History 1789-1815 #US Founding Era 

Explore Gordon S. Wood's seminal work, "Empire of Liberty," a compelling history of the early American 
Republic from 1789 to 1815. This authoritative book delves into the crucial two and a half decades 
following the Constitution's ratification, examining the political, social, and ideological struggles that 
shaped the nascent United States as it grappled with its identity, expanded its territory, and established 
the foundations of its unique republican experiment.
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Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815

The Oxford History of the United States is by far the most respected multi-volume history of our nation. 
The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, two New York Times bestsellers, and winners of the 
Bancroft and Parkman Prizes. Now, in the newest volume in the series, one of America's most esteemed 
historians, Gordon S. Wood, offers a brilliant account of the early American Republic, ranging from 1789 
and the beginning of the national government to the end of the War of 1812. As Wood reveals, the period 
was marked by tumultuous change in all aspects of American life--in politics, society, economy, and 
culture. The men who founded the new government had high hopes for the future, but few of their hopes 
and dreams worked out quite as they expected. They hated political parties but parties nonetheless 
emerged. Some wanted the United States to become a great fiscal-military state like those of Britain and 
France; others wanted the country to remain a rural agricultural state very different from the European 
states. Instead, by 1815 the United States became something neither group anticipated. Many leaders 
expected American culture to flourish and surpass that of Europe; instead it became popularized and 
vulgarized. The leaders also hope to see the end of slavery; instead, despite the release of many slaves 
and the end of slavery in the North, slavery was stronger in 1815 than it had been in 1789. Many wanted 
to avoid entanglements with Europe, but instead the country became involved in Europe's wars and 
ended up waging another war with the former mother country. Still, with a new generation emerging 
by 1815, most Americans were confident and optimistic about the future of their country. Named a 
New York Times Notable Book, Empire of Liberty offers a marvelous account of this pivotal era when 
America took its first unsteady steps as a new and rapidly expanding nation.

Empire of Liberty

The Oxford History of the United States is by far the most respected multi-volume history of our nation. 
The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, two New York Times bestsellers, and winners of the 
Bancroft and Parkman Prizes. Now, in the newest volume in the series, one of America's most esteemed 
historians, Gordon S. Wood, offers a brilliant account of the early American Republic, ranging from 1789 
and the beginning of the national government to the end of the War of 1812. As Wood reveals, the period 
was marked by tumultuous change in all aspects of American life--in politics, society, economy, and 
culture. The men who founded the new government had high hopes for the future, but few of their hopes 
and dreams worked out quite as they expected. They hated political parties but parties nonetheless 
emerged. Some wanted the United States to become a great fiscal-military state like those of Britain and 
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expected American culture to flourish and surpass that of Europe; instead it became popularized and 
vulgarized. The leaders also hope to see the end of slavery; instead, despite the release of many slaves 
and the end of slavery in the North, slavery was stronger in 1815 than it had been in 1789. Many wanted 
to avoid entanglements with Europe, but instead the country became involved in Europe's wars and 
ended up waging another war with the former mother country. Still, with a new generation emerging 
by 1815, most Americans were confident and optimistic about the future of their country. Named a 
New York Times Notable Book, Empire of Liberty offers a marvelous account of this pivotal era when 
America took its first unsteady steps as a new and rapidly expanding nation.

Power and Liberty

New York Times bestseller and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Gordon S. Wood elucidates the debates 
over the founding documents of the United States. The half century extending from the imperial 
crisis between Britain and its colonies in the 1760s to the early decades of the new republic of the 
United States was the greatest and most creative era of constitutionalism in American history, and 
perhaps in the world. During these decades, Americans explored and debated all aspects of politics 
and constitutionalism--the nature of power, liberty, representation, rights, the division of authority 
between different spheres of government, sovereignty, judicial authority, and written constitutions. 
The results of these issues produced institutions that have lasted for over two centuries. In this 
new book, eminent historian Gordon S. Wood distills a lifetime of work on constitutional innovations 
during the Revolutionary era. In concise form, he illuminates critical events in the nation's founding, 
ranging from the imperial debate that led to the Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary state 
constitution making in 1776 and the creation of the Federal Constitution in 1787. Among other topics, 
he discusses slavery and constitutionalism, the emergence of the judiciary as one of the major tripartite 
institutions of government, the demarcation between public and private, and the formation of states' 
rights. Here is an immensely readable synthesis of the key era in the making of the history of the United 
States, presenting timely insights on the Constitution and the nation's foundational legal and political 
documents.

The Creation of the American Republic, 1776-1787

One of the half dozen most important books ever written about the American Revolution.--New York 
Times Book Review "During the nearly two decades since its publication, this book has set the pace, 
furnished benchmarks, and afforded targets for many subsequent studies. If ever a work of history 
merited the appellation 'modern classic,' this is surely one.--William and Mary Quarterly "[A] brilliant and 
sweeping interpretation of political culture in the Revolutionary generation.--New England Quarterly 
"This is an admirable, thoughtful, and penetrating study of one of the most important chapters in 
American history.--Wesley Frank Craven

The Radicalism of the American Revolution

"Senior co-administrator of the Norcoast Salmon Research Facility, Dr. Mackenzie Connor - Mac to her 
friends and colleagues - was a biologist who had wanted nothing more out of life than to study the 
spawning habits of salmon. But that was before she met Brymn, the first member of the Dhryn race ever 
to set foot on Earth. And it was before Base was attacked, and Mac's friend and fellow scientist Dr. Emily 
Mamani was kidnapped by the mysterious race known as the Ro." "From that moment on everything 
changed for Mac, for Emily, for Brymn, for the human race, and for all the many member races of the 
Interspecies Union." "Now, with the alien Dhryn following an instinct-driven migratory path through the 
inhabited spaceways - bringing about the annihilation of sentient races who have the misfortune to lie 
along the star trail they are following - time is running out not only for the human race but for all life 
forms." "And only Mac and her disparate band of researchers - drawn from many of the races that are 
members of the Interspecies Union - stand any chance of solving the deadly puzzle of the Dhryn and 
the equally enigmatic Ro."--BOOK JACKET.

What Hath God Wrought

The Oxford History of the United States is by far the most respected multi-volume history of our nation. 
In this Pulitzer prize-winning, critically acclaimed addition to the series, historian Daniel Walker Howe 
illuminates the period from the battle of New Orleans to the end of the Mexican-American War, an 
era when the United States expanded to the Pacific and won control over the richest part of the 
North American continent. A panoramic narrative, What Hath God Wrought portrays revolutionary 



improvements in transportation and communications that accelerated the extension of the American 
empire. Railroads, canals, newspapers, and the telegraph dramatically lowered travel times and spurred 
the spread of information. These innovations prompted the emergence of mass political parties and 
stimulated America's economic development from an overwhelmingly rural country to a diversified 
economy in which commerce and industry took their place alongside agriculture. In his story, the author 
weaves together political and military events with social, economic, and cultural history. Howe examines 
the rise of Andrew Jackson and his Democratic party, but contends that John Quincy Adams and other 
Whigs--advocates of public education and economic integration, defenders of the rights of Indians, 
women, and African-Americans--were the true prophets of America's future. In addition, Howe reveals 
the power of religion to shape many aspects of American life during this period, including slavery and 
antislavery, women's rights and other reform movements, politics, education, and literature. Howe's 
story of American expansion culminates in the bitterly controversial but brilliantly executed war waged 
against Mexico to gain California and Texas for the United States. Winner of the New-York Historical 
Society American History Book Prize Finalist, 2007 National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction 
The Oxford History of the United States The Oxford History of the United States is the most respected 
multi-volume history of our nation. The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, a New York Times 
bestseller, and winners of the Bancroft and Parkman Prizes. The Atlantic Monthly has praised it as "the 
most distinguished series in American historical scholarship," a series that "synthesizes a generation's 
worth of historical inquiry and knowledge into one literally state-of-the-art book." Conceived under the 
general editorship of C. Vann Woodward and Richard Hofstadter, and now under the editorship of David 
M. Kennedy, this renowned series blends social, political, economic, cultural, diplomatic, and military 
history into coherent and vividly written narrative.

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin

“I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite so fluent, so perfectly 
composed and balanced . . .” —The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich perspective on one of the most 
accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his own time or any other.” —The Washington 
Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early days of the Republic—and winner 
of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work that rescues Benjamin Franklin 
from a mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the man he really was and makes 
sense of aspects of his life and career that would have otherwise remained mysterious. In place of the 
genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American, Gordon S. Wood reveals a figure much 
more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting. Charting the passage of Franklin’s life 
and reputation from relative popular indifference (his death, while the occasion for mass mourning in 
France, was widely ignored in America) to posthumous glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin 
sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our country’s idea of itself.

The Idea of America

The preeminent historian of the American Revolution explains why it remains the most significant 
event in our history. More than almost any other nation in the world, the United States began as an 
idea. For this reason, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Gordon S. Wood believes that the American 
Revolution is the most important event in our history, bar none. Since American identity is so fluid 
and not based on any universally shared heritage, we have had to continually return to our nation's 
founding to understand who we are. In The Idea of America, Wood reflects on the birth of American 
nationhood and explains why the revolution remains so essential. In a series of elegant and illuminating 
essays, Wood explores the ideological origins of the revolution-from ancient Rome to the European 
Enlightenment-and the founders' attempts to forge an American democracy. As Wood reveals, while the 
founders hoped to create a virtuous republic of yeoman farmers and uninterested leaders, they instead 
gave birth to a sprawling, licentious, and materialistic popular democracy. Wood also traces the origins 
of American exceptionalism to this period, revealing how the revolutionary generation, despite living in 
a distant, sparsely populated country, believed itself to be the most enlightened people on earth. The 
revolution gave Americans their messianic sense of purpose-and perhaps our continued propensity 
to promote democracy around the world-because the founders believed their colonial rebellion had 
universal significance for oppressed peoples everywhere. Yet what may seem like audacity in retrospect 
reflected the fact that in the eighteenth century republicanism was a truly radical ideology-as radical as 
Marxism would be in the nineteenth-and one that indeed inspired revolutionaries the world over. Today 
there exists what Wood calls a terrifying gap between us and the founders, such that it requires almost 
an act of imagination to fully recapture their era. Because we now take our democracy for granted, it is 



nearly impossible for us to appreciate how deeply the founders feared their grand experiment in liberty 
could evolve into monarchy or dissolve into licentiousness. Gracefully written and filled with insight, 
The Idea of America helps us to recapture the fears and hopes of the revolutionary generation and its 
attempts to translate those ideals into a working democracy. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s smash Broadway 
musical Hamilton has sparked new interest in the Revolutionary War and the Founding Fathers. In 
addition to Alexander Hamilton, the production also features George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison, Aaron Burr, Lafayette, and many more. Look for Gordon's new book, Friends Divided.

The Republic for which it Stands

An "account of the Gilded Age's real legacy that lies buried beneath its capitalists of legend and its 
corrupt politicians"--Provided by publisher.

Revolutionary Characters

In 10 essays from previously published articles, the author presents miniature portraits of George 
Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Thomas Paine, and others known as 
the founding fathers.

A Nation of Outsiders

At mid-century, Americans increasingly fell in love with characters like Holden Caulfield in Catcher in 
the Rye and Marlon Brando's Johnny in The Wild One, musicians like Elvis Presley and Bob Dylan, 
and activists like the members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. These emotions 
enabled some middle-class whites to cut free of their own histories and identify with those who, while 
lacking economic, political, or social privilege, seemed to possess instead vital cultural resources 
and a depth of feeling not found in "grey flannel" America. In this wide-ranging and vividly written 
cultural history, Grace Elizabeth Hale sheds light on why so many white middle-class Americans 
chose to re-imagine themselves as outsiders in the second half of the twentieth century and explains 
how this unprecedented shift changed American culture and society. Love for outsiders launched 
the politics of both the New Left and the New Right. From the mid-sixties through the eighties, it 
flourished in the hippie counterculture, the back-to-the-land movement, the Jesus People movement, 
and among fundamentalist and Pentecostal Christians working to position their traditional isolation and 
separatism as strengths. It changed the very meaning of "authenticity" and "community." Ultimately, 
the romance of the outsider provided a creative resolution to an intractable mid-century cultural and 
political conflict-the struggle between the desire for self-determination and autonomy and the desire 
for a morally meaningful and authentic life.

American Politics in the Early Republic

Disputes the conventional wisdom that the birth of the United States was a relatively painless and un-
exceptional one. The author tells the story of how the euphoria surrounding Washington's inauguration 
quickly soured and the nation almost collapsed.

The Purpose of the Past

An erudite scholar and an elegant writer, Gordon S. Wood has won both numerous awards and a broad 
readership since the 1969 publication of his widely acclaimed The Creation of the American Republic. 
With The Purpose of the Past, Wood has essentially created a history of American history, assessing 
the current state of history vis-à-vis the work of some of its most important scholars-doling out praise 
and scorn with equal measure. In this wise, passionate defense of history's ongoing necessity, Wood 
argues that we cannot make intelligent decisions about the future without understanding our past. Wood 
offers a master's insight into what history-at its best-can be and reflects on its evolving and essential 
role in our culture.

Friends Divided

A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 From the great historian of the American 
Revolution, New York Times-bestselling and Pulitzer-winning Gordon Wood, comes a majestic dual 
biography of two of America's most enduringly fascinating figures, whose partnership helped birth a 
nation, and whose subsequent falling out did much to fix its course. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams 
could scarcely have come from more different worlds, or been more different in temperament. Jefferson, 



the optimist with enough faith in the innate goodness of his fellow man to be democracy's champion, 
was an aristocratic Southern slaveowner, while Adams, the overachiever from New England's rising 
middling classes, painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic about popular rule and a defender 
of a more elitist view of government. They worked closely in the crucible of revolution, crafting the 
Declaration of Independence and leading, with Franklin, the diplomatic effort that brought France into 
the fight. But ultimately, their profound differences would lead to a fundamental crisis, in their friendship 
and in the nation writ large, as they became the figureheads of two entirely new forces, the first 
American political parties. It was a bitter breach, lasting through the presidential administrations of 
both men, and beyond. But late in life, something remarkable happened: these two men were nudged 
into reconciliation. What started as a grudging trickle of correspondence became a great flood, and a 
friendship was rekindled, over the course of hundreds of letters. In their final years they were the last 
surviving founding fathers and cherished their role in this mighty young republic as it approached the 
half century mark in 1826. At last, on the afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the day after the signing of 
the Declaration, Adams let out a sigh and said, "At least Jefferson still lives." He died soon thereafter. In 
fact, a few hours earlier on that same day, far to the south in his home in Monticello, Jefferson died as 
well. Arguably no relationship in this country's history carries as much freight as that of John Adams of 
Massachusetts and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia. Gordon Wood has more than done justice to these 
entwined lives and their meaning; he has written a magnificent new addition to America's collective 
story.

American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804

“Excellent . . . deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling continental history with econo-
my, clarity, and vividness.”—Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal The American Revolution is often 
portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event whose capstone, the Constitution, provided the nation its 
democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, gives us a different creation story 
in this magisterial history. The American Revolution builds like a ground fire overspreading Britain’s 
colonies, fueled by local conditions and resistant to control. Emerging from the continental rivalries 
of European empires and their native allies, the revolution pivoted on western expansion as well 
as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war erupted, Patriot crowds harassed Loyalists and 
nonpartisans into compliance with their cause. The war exploded in set battles like Saratoga and 
Yorktown and spread through continuing frontier violence. The discord smoldering within the fragile 
new nation called forth a movement to concentrate power through a Federal Constitution. Assuming 
the mantle of “We the People,” the advocates of national power ratified the new frame of government. 
But it was Jefferson’s expansive “empire of liberty” that carried the revolution forward, propelling white 
settlement and slavery west, preparing the ground for a new conflagration.

The Making of the Constitution

CONTENTS: Lecture 1: Biography: The Human Heart of History; Lecture 2: How the Trumpet Came to 
Sound: The Process and Perils of Writing a Biography of Martin Luther King Jr.

The American Revolution

The noblest ideals and aspirations of the peoples of the United States of America - its commitment to 
freedom, constitutionality and equality - came out of the Revolutionary era. The story is a dramatic one. 
Thirteen insignificant colonies of His Britannic Majesty King George III, three thousand miles from the 
centres of Western civilization, fought off British rule to become, in fewer than three decades, a huge, 
sprawling, rambunctious republic of nearly four million citizens. It is also a complicated and at times 
ironic story that needs to be explained and understood, not blindly celebrated or condemned. How did 
this great revolution come about? What was its character? What were its consequences? These are 
the questions this short history seeks to answer. That it succeeds in such a profound and enthralling 
way is a tribute to Gordon Wood's mastery of his subject, and of the historian's craft.

The Idea of America

The preeminent historian of the Founding Era reflects on the birth of American nationhood and explains 
why the American Revolution remains so essential. For Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Gordon S. 
Wood, the American Revolution is the most important event in our history, bar none. Since American 
identity is so fluid, we have had to continually return to our nation’s founding to understand who we are. 
In a series of illuminating essays, he explores the ideological origins of the Revolution—from Ancient 



Rome to the European Enlightenment—and the founders’ attempts to forge a democracy. He reflects 
on the origins of American exceptionalism, the radicalism and failed hopes of the founding generation, 
and the “terrifying gap” between us and the men who created the democratic state we take for granted. 
This is a profoundly revealing look at the event that forged the United States and its enduring power to 
define us.

The Purpose of the Past

An analysis of the practice and art of historical documentation evaluates the contributions of some of 
the world's most important historians, explaining how the modern world is requiring key changes to the 
discipline of recording history. Reprint.

Jefferson and Hamilton

One of America's foremost historians brilliantly brings to life the fierce struggle - both public and, 
ultimately, bitterly personal - between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton - two rivals whose 
opposing visions of what the United States should be continue to shape our country to this day.

Unbecoming British

What can homespun cloth, stuffed birds, quince jelly, and ginseng reveal about the formation of early 
American national identity? In this wide-ranging and bold new interpretation of American history and 
its Founding Fathers, Kariann Akemi Yokota shows that political independence from Britain fueled 
anxieties among the Americans about their cultural inferiority and continuing dependence on the mother 
country. Caught between their desire to emulate the mother country and an awareness that they lived 
an ocean away on the periphery of the known world, they went to great lengths to convince themselves 
and others of their refinement. Taking a transnational approach to American history, Yokota examines 
a wealth of evidence from geography, the decorative arts, intellectual history, science, and technology 
to underscore that the process of unbecoming British was not an easy one. Indeed, the new nation 
struggled to define itself economically, politically, and culturally in what could be called America's 
postcolonial period. Out of this confusion of hope and exploitation, insecurity and vision, a uniquely 
American identity emerged.

Power and Liberty

"This book deals with important issues of constitutionalism in the American Revolution. It ranges from 
the imperial debate that led to the Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary state constitution 
making in 1776 and the creation of the Federal Constitution in 1787. It includes a discussion of 
slavery and constitutionalism, the emergence of the judiciary as one of the major tripartite institutions 
of government, and the demarcation between public and private that was a consequence of the 
government"--

Restless Giant

Examines recent American history, from the end of the Watergate scandal to the hotly contested 
presidential election of 2000, describing the events, movements, and players that shaped the era.

America, Empire of Liberty

It was Thomas Jefferson who envisioned the United States as a great ‘empire of liberty.’In the first new 
one-volume history in two decades, David Reynolds takes Jefferson’s phrase as a key to the saga of 
America – helping unlock both its grandeur and its paradoxes.He examines how the anti-empire of 
1776 became the greatest superpower the world has seen, how the country that offered liberty and 
opportunity on a scale unmatched in Europe nevertheless founded its prosperity on the labour of black 
slaves and the dispossession of the Native Americans. He explains how these tensions between empire 
and liberty have often been resolved by faith – both the evangelical Protestantism that has energized 
U.S. politics since the foundation of the nation and the larger faith in American righteousness that 
has impelled the country’s expansion. Reynolds’ account is driven by a compelling argument which 
illuminates our contemporary world. This is also a book in which the voices of the past speak out 
strongly for themselves.Not just presidents from Washington to Bush, but ordinary men and women 
– settlers and Indians, slaves and immigrants, factory workers and farmers, baseball players and 
suburban housewives.Reynolds celebrates America’s technological achievements – the plough, the 



skyscraper and the personal computer.He paints vivid pictures of the battlefield of Gettysburg, the 
stockyards of Chicago, and the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama.But he also asks hard questions 
about the cost of greatness, from the Indian ‘Trail of Tears’ to the Civil War and the War on Terror. 
Reynolds depicts a country that has derived much of its energy – even its identity – from a perpetual 
struggle against enemies, real or imagined. Written with verve, insight and humour by a prize-winning 
historian, America, Empire of Liberty is a new history for a new presidency.

Angel Island

From 1910 to 1940, over half a million people sailed through the Golden Gate, hoping to start a new 
life in America. But they did not all disembark in San Francisco; instead, most were ferried across 
the bay to the Angel Island Immigration Station. For many, this was the real gateway to the United 
States. For others, it was a prison and their final destination, before being sent home. In this landmark 
book, historians Erika Lee and Judy Yung (both descendants of immigrants detained on the island) 
provide the first comprehensive history of the Angel Island Immigration Station. Drawing on extensive 
new research, including immigration records, oral histories, and inscriptions on the barrack walls, the 
authors produce a sweeping yet intensely personal history of Chinese "paper sons," Japanese picture 
brides, Korean students, South Asian political activists, Russian and Jewish refugees, Mexican families, 
Filipino repatriates, and many others from around the world. Their experiences on Angel Island reveal 
how America's discriminatory immigration policies changed the lives of immigrants and transformed the 
nation. A place of heartrending history and breathtaking beauty, the Angel Island Immigration Station is 
a National Historic Landmark, and like Ellis Island, it is recognized as one of the most important sites 
where America's immigration history was made. This fascinating history is ultimately about America 
itself and its complicated relationship to immigration, a story that continues today.

Grand Expectations

Interweaving key cultural, economic, social, and political events, a history of the United States in the 
post-World War II era ranges from 1945, through a turbulent period of economic growth and social 
upheaval, to Watergate and Nixon's 1974 resignation

The State as a Work of Art

The founding of the United States after the American Revolution was so deliberate and monumental 
in scope that the key actors considered this new government to be a work of art framed from natural 
rights. Recognizing the artificial nature of the state, these early politicians believed the culture of a 
people should inform the development of their governing rules and bodies. The author explores these 
central ideas in this account of the origins and meanings of the U.S. Constitution. He reveals the cultural 
histories upon which the document rests, highlights the voices of ordinary people, and considers how 
the artifice of the state was challenged in its effort to sustain inalienable natural rights alongside slavery 
and to achieve political secularization at a moment of growing religious expression.

Colonial America

Colonial America: A History to 1763, 4th Edition provides updated and revised coverage of the 
background, founding, and development of the thirteen English North American colonies. Fully revised 
and expanded fourth edition, with updated bibliography Includes new coverage of the simultaneous 
development of French, Spanish, and Dutch colonies in North America, and extensively re-written 
and updated chapters on families and women Features enhanced coverage of the English colony 
of Barbados and trans-Atlantic influences on colonial development Provides a greater focus on the 
perspectives of Native Americans and their influences in shaping the development of the colonies

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin

“I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite so fluent, so perfectly 
composed and balanced . . .” —The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich perspective on one of the most 
accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his own time or any other.” —The Washington 
Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early days of the Republic—and winner 
of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work that rescues Benjamin Franklin 
from a mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the man he really was and makes 
sense of aspects of his life and career that would have otherwise remained mysterious. In place of the 



genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American, Gordon S. Wood reveals a figure much 
more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting. Charting the passage of Franklin’s life 
and reputation from relative popular indifference (his death, while the occasion for mass mourning in 
France, was widely ignored in America) to posthumous glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin 
sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our country’s idea of itself.

John Adams and the Fear of American Oligarchy

Why American founding father John Adams feared the political power of the rich—and how his ideas 
illuminate today's debates about inequality and its consequences Long before the "one percent" 
became a protest slogan, American founding father John Adams feared the power of a class he called 
simply "the few"—the wellborn, the beautiful, and especially the rich. In John Adams and the Fear of 
American Oligarchy, Luke Mayville explores Adams’s deep concern with the way in which inequality 
threatens to corrode democracy and empower a small elite. Adams believed that wealth is politically 
powerful not merely because money buys influence, but also because citizens admire and even identify 
with the rich. Mayville explores Adams’s theory of wealth and power in the context of his broader 
concern about social and economic disparities—reflections that promise to illuminate contemporary 
debates about inequality and its political consequences. He also examines Adams’s ideas about how 
oligarchy might be countered. A compelling work of intellectual history, John Adams and the Fear of 
American Oligarchy has important lessons for today’s world.

The Glorious Cause

Recounts the events leading up to the Revolution and discusses the major leaders, campaigns, and 
battles of the war.

This Violent Empire

This Violent Empire traces the origins of American violence, racism, and paranoia to the founding 
moments of the new nation and the initial instability of Americans' national sense of self. Fusing 
cultural and political analyses to create a new form of political history, Carroll Smith-Rosenberg 
explores the ways the founding generation, lacking a common history, governmental infrastructures, 
and shared culture, solidified their national sense of self by imagining a series of "Others" (African 
Americans, Native Americans, women, the propertyless) whose differences from European American 
male founders overshadowed the differences that divided those founders. These "Others," dangerous 
and polluting, had to be excluded from the European American body politic. Feared, but also desired, 
they refused to be marginalized, incurring increasingly enraged enactments of their political and social 
exclusion that shaped our long history of racism, xenophobia, and sexism. Close readings of political 
rhetoric during the Constitutional debates reveal the genesis of this long history.

Throes of Democracy

"And then there came a day of fire!" From its shocking curtain-raiser—the conflagration that consumed 
Lower Manhattan in 1835—to the climactic centennial year of 1876, when Americans staged a corrupt, 
deadlocked presidential campaign (fought out in Florida), Walter A. McDougall's Throes of Democracy: 
The American Civil War Era, 1829-1877 throws off sparks like a flywheel. This eagerly awaited sequel to 
Freedom Just Around the Corner: A New American History, 1585-1828 carries the saga of the American 
people's continuous self-reinvention from the inauguration of President Andrew Jackson through the 
eras of Manifest Destiny, Civil War, and Reconstruction, America's first failed crusade to put "freedom 
on the march" through regime change and nation building. But Throes of Democracy is much more than 
a political history. Here, for the first time, is the American epic as lived by Germans and Irish, Catholics 
and Jews, as well as people of British Protestant and African American stock; an epic defined as 
much by folks in Wisconsin, Kansas, and Texas as by those in Massachusetts, New York, and Virginia; 
an epic in which Mormon prophet Joseph Smith, showman P. T. Barnum, and circus clown Dan Rice 
figure as prominently as Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, and Henry Ward Beecher; an epic in which 
railroad management and land speculation prove as gripping as Indian wars. Walter A. McDougall's 
zesty, irreverent narrative says something new, shrewd, ironic, or funny about almost everything as 
it reveals our national penchant for pretense—a predilection that explains both the periodic throes of 
democracy and the perennial resilience of the United States.

The Imperial Cruise



Analyzes the multinational conflicts that set the stage for World War II, the Chinese communist 
revolution, and the Korean War, documenting Theodore Roosevelt's 1905 diplomatic mission in the 
Pacific through which the United States forged ill-fated covert agreements.

Bounding Power

Realism, the dominant theory of international relations, particularly regarding security, seems com-
pelling in part because of its claim to embody so much of Western political thought from the ancient 
Greeks to the present. Its main challenger, liberalism, looks to Kant and nineteenth-century economists. 
Despite their many insights, neither realism nor liberalism gives us adequate tools to grapple with 
security globalization, the liberal ascent, and the American role in their development. In reality, both 
realism and liberalism and their main insights were largely invented by republicans writing about 
republics. The main ideas of realism and liberalism are but fragments of republican security theory, 
whose primary claim is that security entails the simultaneous avoidance of the extremes of anarchy 
and hierarchy, and that the size of the space within which this is necessary has expanded due 
to technological change. In Daniel Deudney's reading, there is one main security tradition and its 
fragmentary descendants. This theory began in classical antiquity, and its pivotal early modern and 
Enlightenment culmination was the founding of the United States. Moving into the industrial and nuclear 
eras, this line of thinking becomes the basis for the claim that mutually restraining world government is 
now necessary for security and that political liberty cannot survive without new types of global unions. 
Unique in scope, depth, and timeliness, Bounding Power offers an international political theory for our 
fractious and perilous global village.

The Great Upheaval

It is an era that redefined history. As the 1790s began, a fragile America teetered on the brink of 
oblivion, Russia towered as a vast imperial power, and France plunged into revolution. But in contrast 
to the way conventional histories tell it, none of these remarkable events occurred in isolation. Now, 
for the first time, acclaimed historian Jay Winik masterfully illuminates how their fates combined in one 
extraordinary moment to change the course of civilization. A sweeping, magisterial drama featuring the 
richest cast of characters ever to walk upon the world stage, including Washington, Jefferson, Louis 
XVI, Robespierre, and Catherine the Great, The Great Upheaval is a gripping, epic portrait of this 
tumultuous decade that will forever transform the way we see America's beginnings and our world

Sons of Providence

From the author of "American Mafioso" comes the story of the Brown brothers, leading slave merchants 
of Providence, Rhode Island, during the time of the American Revolution.



An Empire Divided

There were 26—not 13—British colonies in America in 1776. Of these, the six colonies in the 
Caribbean—Jamaica, Barbados, the Leeward Islands, Grenada and Tobago, St. Vincent; and Domini-
ca—were among the wealthiest. These island colonies were closely related to the mainland by social 
ties and tightly connected by trade. In a period when most British colonists in North America lived less 
than 200 miles inland and the major cities were all situated along the coast, the ocean often acted as 
a highway between islands and mainland rather than a barrier. The plantation system of the islands 
was so similar to that of the southern mainland colonies that these regions had more in common 
with each other, some historians argue, than either had with New England. Political developments 
in all the colonies moved along parallel tracks, with elected assemblies in the Caribbean, like their 
mainland counterparts, seeking to increase their authority at the expense of colonial executives. Yet 
when revolution came, the majority of the white island colonists did not side with their compatriots 
on the mainland. A major contribution to the history of the American Revolution, An Empire Divided 
traces a split in the politics of the mainland and island colonies after the Stamp Act Crisis of 1765-66, 
when the colonists on the islands chose not to emulate the resistance of the patriots on the mainland. 
Once war came, it was increasingly unpopular in the British Caribbean; nonetheless, the white 
colonists cooperated with the British in defense of their islands. O'Shaughnessy decisively refutes 
the widespread belief that there was broad backing among the Caribbean colonists for the American 
Revolution and deftly reconstructs the history of how the island colonies followed an increasingly 
divergent course from the former colonies to the north.

Bolivar

An authoritative portrait of the Latin-American warrior-statesman examines his life against a backdrop 
of the tensions of nineteenth-century South America, covering his achievements as a strategist, 
abolitionist, and diplomat.

Lords of Finance

THIS HAS HAPPENED BEFORE. The current financial crisis has only one parallel: the Wall Street 
Crash of 1929 and subsequent Great Depression of the 1930s, which crippled the future of an entire 
generation and set the stage for the horrors of the Second World War. Yet the economic meltdown 
could have been avoided, had it not been for the decisions taken by a small number of central bankers. 
In Lords of Finance, we meet these men, the four bankers who truly broke the world: the enigmatic 
Norman Montagu of the bank of England, Benjamin Strong of the NY Federal Reserve, the arrogant 
yet brilliant Hjalmar Schacht of the Reichsbanlk and the xenophobic Emile Moreau of the Banque de 
France. Their names were lost to history, their lives and actions forgotten, until now. Liaquat Ahamed 
tells their story in vivid and gripping detail, in a timely and arresting reminder that individuals - their 
ambitions, limitations and human nature - lie at the very heart of global catastrophe.
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