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Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit (18 August 1900 - 1 December 1990) was an Indian diplomat and politician, 
the sister of Jawaharlal Nehru.
Vijaya Lakshmi's father, Motilal Nehru (1861-1931), a wealthy barrister who belonged to the Kashmiri 
Pandit community, served twice as President of the Indian National Congress during the Indepen-
dence Struggle.
He was arrested for his support of Indian independence and died in Lucknow prison in 1944.
Following India's freedom from British occupation in 1947 she entered the diplomatic service and 
became India's ambassador to the Soviet Union from 1947 to 1949, the United States and Mexico 
from 1949 to 1951, Ireland from 1955 to 1961 and Spain from 1958 to 1961
She came out of retirement in 1977 to campaign against Indira Gandhi and helped the Janata Party 
win the 1977 election
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