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Discover the profound connection between John Woolman's life and his understanding of the "Gov-
ernment of Christ." This exploration delves into how the Quaker abolitionist's spiritual insights shaped 
his ethical framework, guiding his advocacy for social justice and his belief in Christian governance 
principles that operate within individual hearts and society.
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John Woolman and the Government of Christ

In 1758, a Quaker tailor and sometime shopkeeper and school teacher stood up in a Quaker meeting 
and declared that the time had come for Friends to reject the practice of slavery. That man was John 
Woolman, and that moment was a significant step, among many, toward the abolition of slavery in 
the United States. Woolman's antislavery position was only one essential piece of his comprehensive 
theological vision for colonial American society. Drawing on Woolman's entire body of writing, Jon 
R. Kershner reveals that the theological and spiritual underpinnings of Woolman's alternative vision 
for the British Atlantic world were nothing less than a direct, spiritual christocracy on earth, what 
Woolman referred to as "the Government of Christ." Kershner argues that Woolman's theology is 
best understood as apocalyptic-centered on a supernatural revelation of Christ's immediate presence 
governing all aspects of human affairs, and envisaging the impending victory of God's reign over 
apostasy. John Woolman and the Government of Christ explores the theological reasoning behind 
Woolman's critique of the burgeoning trans-Atlantic economy, slavery, and British imperial conflicts, 
and fundamentally reinterprets 18th-century Quakerism by demonstrating the continuing influence of 
early Quaker apocalypticism.
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Quakers and Mysticism

This book examines the nearly 400-year tradition of Quaker engagements with mystical ideas and 
sources. It provides a fresh assessment of the way tradition and social context can shape a religious 
community while interplaying with historical and theological antecedents within the tradition. Quaker 
concepts such as “Meeting,” the “Light,” and embodied spirituality, have led Friends to develop an interior 
spirituality that intersects with extra-Quaker sources, such as those found in Jakob Boehme, Abk Bakr ibn 
Tufayl, the Continental Quietists, Kabbalah, Buddhist thought, and Luyia indigenous religion. Through 
time and across cultures, these and other conversations have shaped Quaker self-understanding and, 
so, expanded previous models of how religious ideas take root within a tradition. The thinkers engaged 
in this globally-focused, interdisciplinary volume include George Fox, James Nayler, Robert Barclay, 
Elizabeth Ashbridge, John Woolman, Hannah Whitall Smith, Rufus Jones, Inazo Nitobe, Howard 
Thurman, and Gideon W. H. Mweresa, among others.

An Epistle to the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends

In "To Renew the Covenant" Religious Themes in Eighteenth-Century Quaker Abolitionism, Jon R. 
Kershner argues that antislavery Quakers believed they were part of a covenant with God, which 
motivated their desire to take a corporate position against slavery.

To Renew the Covenant

Warner Mifflin—energetic, uncompromising, and reviled—was the key figure connecting the abolitionist 
movements before and after the American Revolution. A descendant of one of the pioneering families 
of William Penn's "Holy Experiment," Mifflin upheld the Quaker pacifist doctrine, carrying the peace 
testimony to Generals Howe and Washington across the blood-soaked Germantown battlefield and 
traveling several thousand miles by horse up and down the Atlantic seaboard to stiffen the spines of the 
beleaguered Quakers, harried and exiled for their neutrality during the war for independence. Mifflin was 
also a pioneer of slave reparations, championing the radical idea that after their liberation, Africans in 
America were entitled to cash payments and land or shared crop arrangements. Preaching "restitution," 
Mifflin led the way in making Kent County, Delaware, a center of reparationist doctrine. After the war, 
Mifflin became the premier legislative lobbyist of his generation, introducing methods of reaching state 
and national legislators to promote antislavery action. Detesting his repeated exercise of the right 
of petition and hating his argument that an all-seeing and affronted God would punish Americans 
for "national sins," many Southerners believed Mifflin was the most dangerous man in America—"a 
meddling fanatic" who stirred the embers of sectionalism after the ratification of the Constitution of 
1787. Yet he inspired those who believed that the United States had betrayed its founding principles 
of natural and inalienable rights by allowing the cancer of slavery and the dispossession of Indian 
lands to continue in the 1790s. Writing in beautiful prose and marshaling fascinating evidence, Gary B. 
Nash constructs a convincing case that Mifflin belongs in the Quaker antislavery pantheon with William 
Southeby, Benjamin Lay, John Woolman, and Anthony Benezet.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, THE JOURNAL OF JOHN WOOLMAN, 
FRUITS OF SOLITUDE

Concerns the institution of the family as an element of government in Western Civilization, from the 
Greeks through the Romans, from the European middle ages through the nation states, and to the 
United States.

Warner Mifflin

A mix of thematic essays, reference entries, and primary source documents covering the role of religion 
in American history and life from the colonial era to the present. Often controversial, religion has been 
an important force in shaping American culture. Religious convictions strongly influenced colonial and 
state governments as well as the United States as a new republic. Religious teachings, values, and 
practices deeply affected political structures and policies, economic ideology and practice, educational 
institutions and instruction, social norms and customs, marriage, and family life. By analyzing religion's 
interaction with American culture and prominent religious leaders and ideologies, this reference helps 
readers to better understand many fascinating, often controversial, religious leaders, ideas, events, 
and topics. The work is organized in three volumes devoted to particular periods. Volume one includes 
a chronology highlighting key events related to religion in American history and an introduction that 



overviews religion in America during the period covered by the volume, and roughly 10 essays that 
explore significant themes. These essays are followed by approximately 120 alphabetically arranged 
reference entries providing objective, fundamental information about topics related to religion in Amer-
ica. Each volume presents nearly 50 primary source documents, each introduced by a contextualizing 
headnote. A selected, general bibliography closes volume three.

Discourse on the Family as an Element of Government

In the first comprehensive history of American evangelicalism to appear in a generation, Matthew 
Sutton shows how charismatic Protestant preachers, anticipating the end of the world, paradoxically 
transformed it. Narrating the story from the perspective of the faithful, he shows how apocalyptic thinking 
influences the American mainstream today.

A Journal of the Life, Gospel Labours, and Christian Experiences, of that Faithful Minister of Jesus 
Christ, John Woolman

Classic Quaker arguments why Christians should neither fight in wars nor pay others to fight in their 
place by paying taxes that sustain the military.

Houses for the People

V. 49--Epic and saga.

What is Quakerism?

Includes section "Reviews".

Quakers and Peace

This study explores theological themes visible within the writings of James Nayler, and locates them 
within their radical religious context. There is a powerful Christological vision at the heart of Nayler’s 
religious thought that engendered a practical theology with radical political, economic, and ecological 
implications.

A Journal of the Life and Travels of John Woolman

This collection offers a reassessment of early Quaker women. With a central focus on gender, the 
contributors highlight new discoveries and interpretations about these transatlantic women Friends' 
pivotal revolutions, disruptions, and networks.

Christian Pacifism

In “To Renew the Covenant”: Religious Themes in Eighteenth-Century Quaker Abolitionism, Jon R. 
Kershner argues that antislavery Quakers believed they were part of a covenant with God, which 
motivated their desire to take a corporate position against slavery.

A Journal of the Life, Gospel Labours and Christian Experiences of John Woolman

An anthology of primary texts on meditation and contemplative prayer from a wide range of religious 
traditions. This is the first theoretically informed and historically accurate comparative anthology of 
primary texts on meditation and contemplative prayer. Written by international experts on the respective 
texts and corresponding traditions, Contemplative Literature provides introductions to and primary 
sources on contemplative practice from various religious traditions. The contributors explore classical 
Daoist apophatic meditation, Quaker silent prayer, Jewish Kabbalah, Southern Buddhist meditation, 
Sufi contemplation, Eastern Orthodox prayer, Pure Land Buddhist visualization, Hindu classical Yoga, 
Dominican Catholic prayer, Daoist internal alchemy, and modern therapeutic meditation. Each intro-
duction to a contemplative text discusses its historical context, the associated religious tradition and 
literature, the method of contemplative practice, and the text’s legacy and influence. Volume editor 
Louis Komjathy opens the work with a thoughtful consideration of interpretive issues in the emerging 
interdisciplinary field of contemplative studies. Readers will gain not only a nuanced understanding 
of important works of contemplative literature, but also resources for understanding contemplative 
practice and contemplative experience from a comparative and cross-cultural perspective. “We have 
not seen anything this bold and this global since Friedrich Heiler wrote his classic study on the typology 



of prayer over eighty years ago. Komjathy and his essayists have vastly expanded the scope, depth, and 
sophistication of this project here. In the process, they have struggled with all of the critical questions 
around religious pluralism, tradition, and religious authority, and have emboldened the comparative 
project itself. Contemplation and comparison, it turns out, go very well together.” — Jeffrey J. Kripal, 
author of Comparing Religions: Coming to Terms “Teachers and scholars, undergraduate and graduate 
students, and general readers interested in contemplative practice will cherish a book like this. I’m 
happy that Louis Komjathy has done this great work. It will undoubtedly be hailed as a milestone.” — 
Ruben L. F. Habito, author of Healing Breath: Zen for Christians and Buddhists in a Wounded World

The Governmental Instructor Or a Brief and Comprehensive View of the Government of the United 
States and of the State Governments ... Revised Edition

Simplicity in forms of worship, opposition to violence, concern for social injustice, and, above all, a faith 
in the personal and corporate guidance of the Holy Spirit are characteristics of the spirituality of the 
people called Quakers. The author has assembled a comprehensive collection of Quaker writings.

American Religious History [3 volumes]

"The Demonic in the Political Thought of Eusebius of Caesarea" explores how Eusebius of Caesarea's 
ideas about demons interacted with and helped to shape his thought on other topics, particularly 
political topics. Hazel Johannessen builds on and complements recent work on early Christian and 
early modern demonology. Eusebius' political thought has long drawn the attention of scholars who 
have identified in some of his works the foundations of later Byzantine theories of kingship. However, 
Eusebius' political thought has not previously been examined in the light of his views on demons. 
Moreover, despite frequent references to demons throughout many of Eusebius' works, there has been 
no comprehensive study of Eusebius' views on demons, until now, as expressed throughout a range of 
his works. The originality of this study lies both in an initial examination of Eusebius' views on demons 
and their place in his cosmology, and in the application of the insights derived from this to consideration 
of his political thought. As a result of this new perspective, Johannessen challenges scholars' traditional 
characterization of Eusebius as a triumphal optimist. Instead, she draws attention to his concerns about 
a continuing demonic threat, capable of disrupting humankind's salvation, and presents Eusebius as 
a more cautious figure than the one familiar to late antique scholarship. - back of book

The Quakers in Peace and War

This volume, which fills a gap in the current literature, will be essential reading for third-year under-
graduates and above in Biblical studies.

Quaker Organisation and Business Meetings

Jon R. Kershner, Robynne Rogers Healey and C. Wess Daniels explore the historiography and con-
temporary fields of Quaker theology and philosophy, history, and the rise of sociology. Developments 
within Quaker Studies are compared to external sources and tracked over time.

American Apocalypse

"(Anti-)Americanisms" is a collection of articles presented during the international conference of the 
Austrian Association for American Studies in 2002. Focusing on the various propagations of American 
culture in literature, music, film, "the new media\

Against War and War Taxes

The Harvard Classics: The autobiography of Benjamin Franklin; The journal of John Woolman; Fruits 
of solitude [by] William Penn
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