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Explore the foundational principles of human development with Langman's Medical Embryology,
authored by Thomas W. Sadler. This essential embryology textbook provides comprehensive insights
into developmental biology, making it a crucial resource for medical students and professionals seeking
a clear understanding of early human life stages.
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Embryonic folding is the process of converting the embryo from a flat disc, into a cylinder.

This cylinder consists of three main layers, derived from the trilaminar embryonic disc: the endoderm
in the center, the ectoderm on the outside, and the mesoderm, which is found between the two layers.
The gut tube is divided into three main parts: the foregut, midgut, and hindgut.

The caudal end of the hindgut is also temporarily closed by a membrane, called the cloacal
membrane, which separates the upper and lower parts of the anal canal.

The cloacal membrane ruptures during the seventh week of development to form the urogenital and
anal openings.
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