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Explore the captivating juxtaposition of Andrea Gibson's powerful pole dancing performance set to the
soul-stirring melodies of gospel hymns. This unique artistic expression delves into themes of spiritu-
ality, physical prowess, and the reimagining of sacred movement, offering a truly thought-provoking
contemporary dance fusion.
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Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns

Four-time Denver Grand Champion, Pushcart Prize nominee, and winner of the 2008 Women of the
World Poetry Slam, Andrea Gibson’s dynamic and energetic first book, Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns,
challenges us to not only read, but to react. Hauntingly vivid, the poems march through a soldier's
lingering psychological wounds, tackle the curious questions of school children on the meaning of
"hate\

Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns

Four-time Denver Grand Champion, Pushcart Prize nominee, and winner of the 2008 Women of the
World Poetry Slam, Andrea Gibson's dynamic and energetic first book, Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns,
challenges us to not only read, but to react. Hauntingly vivid, the poems march through a soldier's
lingering psychological wounds, tackle the curious questions of school children on the meaning of
"hate\

Madness Vase

Andrea Gibson's second book of poems, The Madness Vase, offers a breathtaking continuation of the
poet's most tender and honest work. Their fist book, Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns, opened the door
to Gibson's unapologetic voice, yet The Madness Vase manages to take an even more intimate look
at the subjects of family, war, spirituality, gender, grief and hope. The poem's topics range from hate
crimes to playgrounds, from international conflict to hometowns, from falling in love to the desperation
of loneliness. Gibson's work seizes us by the collar and hauls us inside some of her darkest moments,
then releases out the other side. Moments later, we find ourselves inhaling words that fill us with light.
Their luminous imagery is a buoy that allows us to resurface from their world clutching new possibilities
of our own. Throughout their career, Gibson's poems have always been a call to social justice, but this
collection goes beyond awareness. Their images linger in our psyches and entreat us to action. They
challenge us to grow into our own skin. The journey may be raw at times but we are continuously
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left inspired, held, and certain we are not alone. By the time you finish reading The Madness Vase,
you too will believe, "Folks like us/ We've got shoulder blades that rust in the rain/But they are still
G-sharp/Whenever our spinal chords are tuned to the key of redemption/So go ahead world/Pick us/To
make things better."

The Madness Vase

Popular in queer communities, anti-war organizations, college campuses and women/gender studies
programs, Andrea Gibson's second book of poems, The Madness Vase topics range from hate crimes
to playgrounds, from international conflict to hometowns, from falling in love to the desperation of
loneliness. Gibson's work seizes us by the collar and hauls us inside some of her darkest moments,
then releases out the other side. Moments later, we find ourselves inhaling words that fill us with light.
Her luminous imagery is a buoy that allows us to resurface from her world clutching new possibilities
of our own, and linger in our psyches and entreat us to action. They challenge us to grow into our own
skin. By the time you finish reading The Madness Vase, you too will believe, "Folks like us/We've got
shoulder blades that rust in the rain/But they are still G-sharp/Whenever our spinal chords are tuned
to the key of redemption/So go ahead world/Pick us/To make things better.”

Pansy

The top-selling queer poet in America, Andrea Gibson's Pansy balances themes of love, gender,
politics, sexuality, illness, family and forgiveness with stunning imagery and a fierce willingness to delve
into the exploration of what it means to truly heal. Each turn of the page represents both that which as
been forgotten and that which is yet to be released. While this book is a rally cry for political action, it
is also a celebration of wonder and longing and love.

Lord of the Butterflies

Andrea Gibson’s latest collection is a masterful showcase from the poet whose writing and perfor-
mances have captured the hearts of millions. With artful and nuanced looks at gender, romance, loss,
and family, Lord of the Butterflies is a new peak in Gibson’s career. Each emotion here is deft and
delicate, resting inside of imagery heavy enough to sink the heart, while giving the body wings to soar.

A Choir of Honest Killers

A Choir of Honest Killers, Buddy Wakefield's first new book of prose and poetry in eight years, is

an episodic novel exploring his creative climb out of the gritty underbelly of anger and shame, into
the dissolution of tragedy addiction and the unmistakable clearing ahead. Having toured the world
performing poetry for the last eighteen years, navigating the blunt loneliness of life on the road and a
rotating cast of unlikely antagonists, Buddy keenly unpacks topics like the intense overcompensation
of his masculinity, growing up terribly queer in the south, the detriments of public shame, a toxic fear
of intimacy and the devastation of a failed major relationship. Wakefield revs up for his relay race

to the light with refreshing humor and insight by finding meditation as the love of his life, accepting
bliss and learning to let go. While the poetry in A Choir of Honest Killers undeniably throws plenty of
insightful punches, it's the through-story about moving from devastation to frequent serendipity that
gives the book pace. But it's worth noting, as Wakefield writes, “Perfect probably isn't what you think
it is.” Wakefield is ultimately catapulted through collective misery, landing in a sustainably joyful life
governed by awareness, equanimity and a constant thorough understanding of impermanence. A Choir
of Honest Killers is the result of a lifetime of intense work, fervent seeking and largely takes aim at an
exodus from tragedy addiction, into the transmutation of his self-admitted density.

Over the Anvil We Stretch

Over The Anvil We Stretch contains swampy, powerful poems that are as exciting as the pocket knife
you got for your birthday, the three legged frog on the lawn and the jar of marbles your mother kept
in the kitchen. Mojgani's poems are the sound of the river and the stars burning above. He manages
to capture the axe in the stump with blood still on the handle. Anis Mojgani has drawn a map of the
country in the shape of his wild surreal poems. These are memories of a life, captured through the
blue green filter of the bayou. Mojgani's latest poems are tinged with the sound of crickets spying on
us in the darkness. They move forward honestly, brutally and sweetly. The reader will be led into briar
patches as well as the moonlight just on the other side. Anvil is a book of poetic truth, packed with



humor and insight. It is a juggling act of the epic and the intimate. | read it and it echoes. Shut up so

| can hear more. -David Gordon Green, filmmaker, All the Real Girls and The Pineapple Express Anis
Mojgani, Andrea Gibson, and other young poets of their talent are the future of American poetry and
frankly, that fills me with joy! --Thomas Lux, Guggenheim Fellow & recipient of the Kingsley Tufts Poetry
Award for his book Split Horizons He’s probably the best poetry slammer alive. The intellect, optimism
and humility with which he speaks feel like proof of the relevance of “spoken word” as a genre. He
processes the world in slices of beauty, frustration and sympathy... -Willamette Week Newspaper

You Better Be Lightning

2023 Feathered Quill Book Awards Gold Medal Winner 2022 Independent Publisher Book Awards
(IPPY) Gold Medal Winner 2022 Over the Rainbow Short List 2021 Goodreads Choice Awards - Best
Poetry Book Finalist 2021 Bookshop's Indie Press Highlights You Better Be Lightning by Andrea Gibson
is a queer, political, and feminist collection guided by self-reflection. The poems range from close
examination of the deeply personal to the vastness of the world, exploring the expansiveness of the
human experience from love to iliness, from space to climate change, and so much more in between.
One of the most celebrated poets and performers of the last two decades, Andrea Gibson's trademark
honesty and vulnerability are on full display in You Better Be Lightning, welcoming and inviting readers
to be just as they are.

Racing Hummingbirds

Racing Hummingbirds examines, critiques, and at times delights in one woman's navigation through
the many worlds of manic depression and her struggle to maintain humanity in the process. Jeanann
Verlee's award-winning debut collection is a series of narratives, prayers, and conjurings which address
gender, sex, race, poverty, heartbreak, and survival with such stark intimacy, you will find yourself living
inside. These poems cannot possibly be about you, yet they are. They cross boundaries and reclaim
hope. They are as the opening poem suggests, nothing short of communion. Fierce and formidable,
Jeanann Verlee is poised to make an indelible mark — much like a razor slashing silk —on what's become
a comfortably placid poetic landscape. Her unflinching and uncompromising stanzas will change the
way you move through the world. -Patricia Smith, “Blood Dazzler” Any storyteller can recount powerful
experience [she] makes you feel something powerful is happening in the telling. It is when safety
dissolves that we discover possibility...It's a special person that will make you wish they were your villain.
-Brian S. Ellis, “Uncontrolled Experiments in Freedom" ...a roller coaster of imagistic magic. Form,
language, allusion, and voice interact, collide, shape-shift, and duel...throughout an utterly arresting
mosaic. -Danse Macabre Magazine

Junkyard Ghost Revival

This book contains poetry from a small team of wildly unique, talented and award-winning authors who
have been touring the world for years. They have united for a once in a lifetime tour to perform their
work and to charge the hearts of America with gut-splitting, lust wrangling, socially active verse. This
is the Junkyard Ghost Revival.

Take Me With You

For readers of Rupi Kaur (Milk and Honey) and Cheryl Strayed, a book small enough to carry with you,
with messages big enough to stay with you, from one of the most quotable and influential poets of our
time. Andrea Gibson explores themes of love, gender, politics, sexuality, family, and forgiveness with
stunning imagery and a fierce willingness to delve into the exploration of what it means to heal and to
be different in this strange age. Take Me With You, illustrated throughout with evocative line drawings by
Sarah J. Coleman, is small enough to fit in your bag, with messages that are big enough to wake even
the sleepiest heart. Divided into three sections (love, the world, and becoming) of one liners, couplets,
greatest hits phrases, and longer form poems, it has something for everyone, and will be placed in
stockings, lockers, and the hands of anyone who could use its wisdom.

In the Pockets of Small Gods

A beautiful exploration of grief by one of the top selling poets in America. Anis Mojgani's In the Pockets
of Small Gods explores what we do with grief, long after the initial sadness has faded from our daily
lives: how we learn to carry it without holding it, how our joy and our pain touch, and at times need one



another. His latest collection of poetry touches on many kinds of sorrow, from the suicide of a best friend
to a broken marriage to the current political climate. Mojgani swings between the surreal imagery and
direct vulnerability he is known for, all while giving the poems a direct frankness, softening whatever the
weight may be. A book of leaves and petals as opposed to a book of stones, In the Pockets of Small
Gods encapsulates the human experience in a way that is both deeply personal and astoundingly
universal.

How to Love the Empty Air

New York Times bestselling nonfiction writer and poet Cristin O’Keefe Aptowicz’s How to Love the
Empty Air reaches new heights in her revelatory seventh collection of poetry. Continuing in her tradition
of engaging autobiographical work, How to Love the Empty Air explores what happens when the
impossible becomes real?for better and for worse. Aptowicz’s journey to find happiness and home in
her ever-shifting world sees her struggling in cities throughout America. When her luck changes?in love
and in life?she can’t help but “tell the sun / tell the fields / tell the huge Texas sky.... / tell myself again
and again until | believe it.” However, the upward trajectory of this new life is rocked by the sudden
death of the poet’s mother. In the year that follows, Aptowicz battles the silencing power of grief with
intimate poems burnished by loss and a hard-won humor, capturing the dance that all newly grieving
must do between everyday living and the desire “to elope with this grief, / who is not your enemy, / this
grief who maybe now is your best friend. / This grief, who is your husband, / the thing you curl into every
night, / falling asleep in its arms...” As in her award-winning The Year of No Mistakes, Aptowicz counts
her losses and her blessings, knowing how despite it all, life “ripples boundless, like electricity, like joy
/ like... laughter, irresistible and bright, / an impossible thing to contain.”

MultiVerse

MultiVerse does for superheroes what Rob Sturma'’s first anthology Aim For The Head did for zombies:
It tackles what could be dismissed as a genre novelty and through the words of page and stage
poets, finds the heart, pathos, and humor involved in the otherworld of those with superhuman abilities.
Welcome to an examination of the many facets of what it means to be a hero.

Rise Up!

This is an account of an ethnically and racially diverse classroom of funny, endearing, and often
poignant six-year-olds in a Seattle inner-city elementary school. The author, their volunteer literary
coach, describes the classroom, their heroic teacher, a number of clever teaching modules, and the
evolution of this school toward excellence. The children’s confidences, essays, and poetry sparkle with
humor, and the unexpected viewpoints of childhood. Eight captivating students are profiled and featured
for usin line drawing illustrations. In the final chapters some startling school district data is introduced as
well as three common-sense recommendations to give all kids a fair chance in school. Having learned
so much about the realities of public elementary education in her five years in the classroom, the author
wanted to share the good news of what is possible with others who might otherwise view this as a grim
subject.

A Constellation of Half-Lives

A Constellation of Half-Lives is a collection of poems that attempt to reconcile the crisis of living on

a collapsing planet with the unreasonable joy of loving and the pleasure of being alive. With careful
precision and an exquisite eye for detail, poet Seema Reza examines what it means to be a mother,
a daughter, and an American in a time of war. Through second-person poems she questions whether
the beauty of this world outweighs its fragility and risk.

The Incredible Sestina Anthology

More than 800 years after its invention in medieval France, the sestina survives and thrives in English.
A fixed 39-line poetic form with of six stanzas of six lines each, followed by a three- line stanza known
as an envoi, tornada, or tercet, the sestina is the one form of poetry that poets from all camps agree
can exist in a free verse world. Formalists and avant-gardes love sestinas for their ornate, maddeningly
complicated rules of word repetition. For The Incredible Sestinas Anthology, editor Daniel Nester has
gathered more than 100 writers—from John Ashbery to David Lehman to Matt Madden and Patricia
Smith—to show the sestina in its many incarnations: prose and comic sestinas, collaborative and



double sestinas, from masters of the form to brilliant one-off attempts, all to show its evolution and
the possibilities of this dynamic form.

Drive Here and Devastate Me

Megan Falley’s much-anticipated fourth collection of poetry shocks you with its honesty: whether
through exacting wit or lush lyrical imagery. It is clear that the author is madly in love, not only with
her partner for whom she writes both idiosyncratic and sultry poems for, but in love with language, in
love with queerness, in love with the therapeutic process of bankrupting the politics of shame. These
poems tackle gun violence, toxic masculinity, LGBTQ* struggles, suicidality, and the oppression of
women’s bodies, while maintaining a vivid wildness that the tongue aches to speak aloud. Known best
for breathtaking last lines and truths that will bowl! you over, Drive Here and Devastate Me will “relinquish
you from the possibility of meeting who you could have been, and regretting who you became.”

Clear Out the Static in Your Attic

An easy-to-follow guidebook. This is the ultimate collection of fun and thought provoking writing
inspirations, exercises, reflections, and prompts for story writers and poets alike. This book includes
prompts, examples, and helpful nuggets of creative power to set you on your way to writing the best
work of your life.Your mind is like your attic -- it's already filled with everything you need to write your
story or poem -- a lifetime's worth of material. We're here to help you take your memories along with the
wealth of words that are already part of your life and assemble them into stories, poems, and essays.
Organized around items you might find in an attic, the prompts in this book will help you find inspiration
in everyday objects and experiences.

Our Poison Horse

Our Poison Horse is the newest poetry collection released by Derrick C. Brown. Brown is the winner of
the Texas Book of The Year Prize, 2013. The New York Times calls his work a "...rekindling of the faith in
the shocking, weird and beautiful power of words." Brown finally sold the ship, The Sea Section, upon
which he lived for years in the Long Beach harbor, after which he took to hunting for a city that was
affordable and had a bustling writer's community. He landed in Austin, Texas and when the progress of
that town got to be intense, he moved to the nearby countryside in Elgin, Texas, and from that pastoral
setting came unfurling this new collection of his most personal work to date. Brown has been known
as one of the most touring, well travelled living poets in America. He has based his whole writing
career on changing peoples minds about poetry and he feels a quality, unforgettable live experience
can achieve that. Brown told himself he needed a 10-year hiatus from writing poetry when he felt

the well of creativity had dried up. 2 years ago, he wrote a one-hour long 'poetic play' called Strange
Light, commissioned by The Noord Nederlands Dans Group in Holland. The piece was performed by
14 dancers and accompanied by a live orchestra using music composed by fellow Americans, Emily
Wells and Timmy Straw. While he was working on a new libretto for Wayne State University in Detroit,
he was set up in a seemingly pastoral country setting, where, as Brown says, "an incredible war broke
out inside and out, such bright, massive storms, snakes, guns, howling wind, hard sun: all kinds of
poems gushed forth. | gave in to the process and my best work to date was born, this will be my 5th
book." Our Poison Horse touches on more autobiography than the romantic and fantastical that was
so present in his past work. In Derrick Brown's words: "l found a poetry in the real events that shaped
or broke me. Every morning, | would quiet down, stare out into the field where we were watching our
neighbors horse, a horse that was poisoned with pesticide by some local boys, a horse with massive
scars all down its body from it's skin peeling from the poison sprayed upon it maliciously by some
bastard kids. | watched the horse heal and finally come to me, and trust me and eat carrots. Something
about that horse, Lacey, about it not trusting me and then warming up pulled something out of me that
| didn't know | was ready for. There is a theme that in beautiful places, you will

Pecking Order

Nicole Homer's first full-length poetry collection, Pecking Order, is an unflinching look at how race and
gender politics play out in the domestic sphere. Homer challenges the notion of family by forcing the
reader to examine how race, race performance, and colorism impact motherhood immediately and
from generation to generation. In a world where race and color often determine treatment, the home
should be sanctuary, but often is not. Homer's poems question the construction of racial identity and
how familial love can both challenge and bolster that construction. Her poems range from the intimate



details of motherhood to the universal experiences of parenting; the dynamics of multiracial families
to parenting black children; and the ingrained social hierarchy which places the black mother at the
bottom. Homer forces us to reckon with the truth that no one—not even the mother—is unbiased.

Oh God Get Out Get Out

Bill Moran's collection, Oh God Get Out Get Out, goes through us like ugly medicine. It wades through
his anxietywater— the grief, trauma, mental illness, money, addiction, deceased friends, and long EMS
shifts— all pooled inside the depressed deathmetal kid, his thirsty mouth held open and up to heaven,
wanting to die. It walks him and his audience through the haunted house that we are, the one we hate
living in. It doesn't look away from the dark. It kindly refuses an early exit. It keeps the death off by
leaning into it. Hems it in like a band shirt, animal coat, tv show, or god we can wear when our own
bodies are worn out. It eats its way out of Moran and his audience, the same way he will leave this
world: wet with its Ugly, wearing the Ugly like a deathmetal shirt, carrying armfuls of Ugly out with him.
You'll hate the taste, but he swears you can drink this like medicine. When you want to disappeatr, it is
light you can douse yourself in. When you want to get the hell out, it will clean house. It really hopes
you'll stay.

Help in the Dark Season

The poems in Help in the Dark Season expose lessons of adult and childhood trauma, relationship
joys and failures, and the all-around hard work of true togetherness. Help in the Dark Season explores
the pathway of human love as it begins in the dark, moves into parental hands, transfers into to
experiments of the heart, grows, breaks, and ultimately transforms us more than any other experience
we withstand. Each poem walks us into Jacqueline Suskin’s world, where dreams and sacred visions
are just as important as reality, where planet earth is an active character and spouse, and every attempt
at love adds up as wisdom worth remembering. There are so many ways for us to access love; these
poems map this personal process, uncovering the helpful tools and healing realizations that Suskin
has gathered while conjuring up and relentlessly believing in love. Even when it hurts us the most and
causes the worst confusion, even when it's laughable and foolish, these poems aim to provide proof
that human connection is crucial and always worth the risk.

Redhead and the Slaughter King

The dark, sexy, and dangerous landscape of Redhead and the Slaughter King is illuminated by its
truth-slinging author, Megan Falley. More than a collection of poems, this book serves as a survival
guide for anyone who has ever been a daughter. Knotted with gritty tales of addiction, mental illness, and
girlhood, Redhead and the Slaughter King is the prequel to every time someone asked the question,
"How did | end up here?"

Bouquet of Red Flags

With the perfect blend of wit, eloquence, and honesty, Taylor Mali's poems delight, haunt, and illuminate
with equal measure every subject they celebrate. Bouquet of Red Flags is laced with more than the
typical LSD (love, sex, divorce) of modern poetry. Here lie poems that elevate the overlooked daily
miracles of coincidence ("The Luck | Crave") as well as the blessings of loss and longing ("Love as a
Form of Diving"). Whether employing form or rhyme or merely crafting the artful prose he is known for,
Taylor Mali delivers entertaining epiphanies spiced with the "Deepest Condiments."

Courage: Daring Poems for Gutsy Girls

A collection of fierce, empowering poems by living, self-identified women writers intended for girls
age 12-21. Full of advice, critique, reflection, commiseration, humor, sorrow and rage, this anthology
includes poems by some of the most exciting female poets writing and performing today. Courage,;
Daring Poems for Gutsy Girls will live in lockers, backpacks and under beds for years, its pages
reblogged, tattooed, dog-eared and coffee stained.

These Are The Breaks

These Are The Breaks is the debut essay collection of NEA award-winning playwright, HBO Def Poet,
and critically acclaimed “indie” rapper, Idris Goodwin. Diverse in scope and wickedly satirical, Goodwin’s
poetic essays sample race, class, and culture, transcending the page with hip-hop musicality. A rhythmic



blend of biting wit and break-beat poetry, Goodwin’s prose pulses with purpose. Remixing broken
dreams and distorted legacies, Goodwin cross-fades past and present, personal and political: Motown’s
last vinyl factory juxtaposes against Bronx rap legends battling in open-air arenas; Chicago’s Public
School system contrasts against Santa Fe’s tourism industry; an Egyptian child drowns in the Dead
Sea as Nat Turner sprints across Death Valley. These Are The Breaks is the literary mixtape of our
cacophonous times. These Are The Breaks creates a new literature entirely fresh, authentic and
important. Essays from one of hip-hop’s deftest public intellectuals contributing to the fields of prose,
creative memoir, race theory, and music history. -Kevin Coval, “Slingshots (A Hip-Hop Poetica) Street
smart, culturally sophisticated, ironic, and iconoclastic Idris Goodwin is one of the most talented and
multifaceted young artists working today. His work, like the best art practices, helps us to see what we
thought was obvious in a new and different way. -Calvin Forbes, “The Shine Poems,” (A) refreshing...
powerful and down-to-earth voice. -National Public Radio

Ceremony for the Choking Ghost

After losing her sister to heart failure, Karen Finneyfrock was unable to write poems for three years.
Her voice came back, whispering at first, then screaming. Ceremony for the Choking Ghost contains
the sound of that voice returning, bringing poems about grief and its effect on the body, the body politic,
memory and, of course, poems about love. From the intensely personal, “How My Family Grieved,” to
the political, “What Lot’s Wife Would Have Said (If She Wasn't a Pillar of Salt),” Finneyfrock engages the
reader with the chiseled images of a precise storyteller. Finneyfrock writes poetry with muscular verve
and narrative push. The depth and breadth suggested in just a few polished images placed next to
each other will make you reconsider what poetry can do. -Paul Constant, editor The Stranger If you've
never enjoyed poetry once in your whole life-if even the word "poetry" makes you want to fall asleep, or
die-you should read Karen Finneyfrock's new book of poetry, Ceremony for the Choking Ghost. -Paul
Constant, editor The Stranger ...Finneyfrock's poems, then, are Shields's perfect novels: a shelf full
of long, elaborate, heartfelt books that have been whittled down to their bare, sharp skeletons. -Paul
Constant, editor “The Stranger”

Ordinary Cruelty

In her debut poetry collection, Ordinary Cruelty, Amber Flame spells out rituals in everyday decisions
to hold on or let go. While questioning the role of elder, mentor, mother in the face of losing those
figures, Flame details the unrelenting nature of parenthood through the cycles of grief. Her poems
exuberantly rejoice in the brown skin of the female body, while soberly acknowledging the societal
dangers of claiming such skin as home. Flame takes the reader through a visceral examination of the
body's processes of both dying and continuing to live and the joy to be found while we do.

City of Insomnia

City of Insomnia is a book about being lost and what you find when you're lost. Poetry that explores
the landscapes of California, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, Infante transforms city streets, love,
America’s fractured politics, and his father’s death, unearthing questions about love and loss for which
there are no good answers, but near endless emotional terrain to explore.

Animal Ballistics

Sarah Morgan’s newest release of poetry, Animal Ballistics, is dark and charmingly bizarre. This book
has a bone for every body - the regret hounds, the lake sympathizers, the lost who embrace their
wilderness. Morgan explores the haunting and dream-like sensory of recalling, navigating the long
corridors of loss, the four walls of self and the hilarity of the missing roof. Animal Ballistics digs at

the root of survival, thoughtfully and comparatively holding it against the definition of “living.” Animal
Ballistics destroys what proof you have about survival... Sarah Morgan’s words make one feel as if they
should begin to live and love with an originality - a new species of the spirit. -Danny Sherrard “Cast
Your Eyes Like Riverstones into the Exquisite Dark"

Learn Then Burn

Hello teachers! We know you work hard. Besides ninjas, you have the hardest job in the world. Between
the teaching, the testing, the grading, and the nurturing it's difficult to seek out new materials for your
classroom. We are here to help. As poets and teachers, we know the power of the spoken word in



the classroom. All you have to do is attend a youth slam or find a clip of one online and you will see
the positive impact modern poetry has on our young people. It is able to engage students from any
background in a way that classical poetry simply cannot touch. A complaint we’ve heard from many
teachers is that they would love to use spoken word in their classrooms but they are afraid of getting in
trouble with rough language and themes. So behold! We asked some of the best contemporary spoken
word and slam poets to give us poems that would be appropriate for the classroom. This means you
will not have to sift through this book with a highlighter to try and find the F's and the S’s and the B’s
and the Z's. We've provided poems from national slam champs, world slam champs, fellow teachers,
and poets we feel are the best of what's around. We’ve also included some amazing lessons in its
companion book for the teacher, sold separately.

Everything is Everything

In her fifth collection of poetry, Cristin O'Keefe Aptowicz polishes her obsessions until they gleam.
Whether she is exhuming the bizarre ("Cryptozoology" and "A Short History of Unusual Fish"),
exorcising her demons, ("Hog Butcher of Workshop Table" and "On Why | Shouldn't Read Books")

or celebrating the uncelebrated oddballs of the world ("Little Heard True Stories of Benjamin Franklin"
and "Crack Squirrels"), Aptowicz's poetry sings and singes. Everything is Everything illuminates the
dark corners of the curiosity cabinet, shining the light on everything that is utterly strange, wonderfully
absurd and 100% true.

How Poetry Can Change Your Heart

How can a poem transform a life? Could poetry change the world? In this accessible volume,
spoken-word stars Andrea Gibson and Megan Falley roll out the welcome mat and prove that poetry
is for everyone. Whether lapsed poetry lovers, aspiring poets, or total novices, readers will learn to
uncover verse in unexpected places, find their way through a poem when they don't quite "get it,” and
discover just how transformative poetry can be. This is a gorgeous and inspiring gift for any fan of the
written word.

Floating, Brilliant, Gone

In her electrifying debut, Franny Choi leads readers through the complex landscapes of absence,
memory, and identity. Beginning in loss and ending in reflective elation, Floating, Brilliant, Gone
explores life as a brief impossibility, “infinite / until it isn’t.” Punctuated with haunting illustrations by
Jess X. Chen, Choi’s poems read like lucid dreams that jolt awake at the most unexpected moments.

Yarmulkes & Fitted Caps

Aaron Samuels, raised in Providence, Rhode Island by a Jewish mother and a Black father, is

a Cave Canem Fellow and a nationally acclaimed performer. In this ground-breaking collection of
poems, Samuels examines the beauty and contradictions of his own mixed identity with gut-wrenching
narratives, humor, and passionate verve.

No Matter the Wreckage

Top selling poet Sarah Kay releases her debut collection of work from the first decade of her career.
Following the success of her breakout poem, "B," No Matter the Wreckage presents readers with new
and beloved work that showcases Kay's skill for celebrating family, love, travel, history, and unlikely love
affairs between inanimate objects ("Toothbrush to the Bicycle Tire"). Both fresh and wise, Kay's poetry
allows readers to join in on her journey of discovering herself and the world around her. - 2011 TED
speaker (recording has been viewed 3 million times online) - First book, "B" was ranked #1 Bestselling
Poetry Book on Amazon - Featured on HBO, American Public Radio, Huffington Post, CNN.com, etc.
- Founder and Co-Director of Project VOICE

Global Nomads

Global Nomads provides a unique introduction to the globalization of countercultures, a topic largely
unknown in and outside academia. Anthony D’Andrea examines the social life of mobile expatriates
who live within a global circuit of countercultural practice in paradoxical paradises. Based on nomadic
fieldwork across Spain and India, the study analyzes how and why these post-metropolitan subjects
reject the homeland in order to shape an alternative lifestyle. They become artists, therapists, exotic



traders and bohemian workers seeking to integrate labor, mobility and spirituality within a cosmopolitan
culture of expressive individualism. These countercultural formations, however, unfold under neo-liberal
regimes that appropriate utopian spaces, practices and imaginaries as commodities for tourism,
entertainment and media consumption. In order to understand the paradoxical globalization of coun-
tercultures, Global Nomads develops a dialogue between global and critical studies by introducing
the concept of 'neo-nomadism’ which seeks to overcome some of the shortcomings in studies of
globalization. This book is an essential aide for undergraduate, postgraduate and research students of
Sociology, Anthropology of Globalization, Cultural Studies and Tourism Studies.

Reasons to Leave the Slaughter

Reasons to Leave the Slaughter speaks of a rural landscape, this “farm life,” will lure you in, draw you
down to the pond for afternoons of fishing, picking mulberries, and climbing trees. It is also a place

of broken limbs, animals dying every season, storms raging down on the flimsy shell called home.
Reasons to Leave the Slaughter speaks of the balance between our desperate human need to “own”
land, to have a place, a home, and to control it with fences and property lines. This book also calls upon
nature’s constant battling back, crushing plans and hopes with an infestation of one pest or another,
a tornado crumpling new buildings into dust, an animal’s death. This book revels in the discoveries of
youth, the hopes and despairs of growing old without seeming purpose and the ever-present balance
of beauty within brutality. Ben Clark’s poems understand the weirdness of living, of loving and being
loved, of grit and breath and what bangs around in our everyday bodies. Made of asphalt and sweat
and farm dirt, these are honest, important poems. | love their singing. - Marty McConnell, author Clark's
voice welds tension to narrative so seamlessly, we can scarcely tell sometimes where the literal ends
and the wonder begins. His, is an armageddon of tension holding together taut strands of unbelievable
beauty and charismatic curiosity. -Roger Bonair-Agard, “Tarnish and Masquerade”
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