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Who Killed The Great Auk

#great auk extinction #extinct birds #human impact great auk #great auk history #conservation lessons

Unravel the compelling mystery behind the Great Auk's disappearance, a poignant tale of human impact
and ecological devastation. This article delves into the historical factors, overhunting, and exploitation
that led to the great auk's extinction, exploring who was responsible and the crucial conservation
lessons we can learn from its tragic demise.
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Who Killed the Great Auk?

"Who Killed the Great Auk? takes us on a tour of some of the wildest and most remote communities on
earth. We travel with Audubon to Labrador, sail to the remote Scottish island of St. Kilda, experience
the hardship of life in the Newfoundland colonies, and follow the peregrinations of intrepid naturalists
as they put to sea in search of the very last of the Great Auks."--Jacket.

The Great Auk

A seabird whose extinction was entirely the work of humankind, the last two recorded great auk's were
killed on June 3, 1844. This book pays homage to this incredible species.

The Great Auk

Garefowls, Penguins of the North, Riesenalks, Apponaths, Great Auks - all of these were names for
a sea bird whose extinction was entirely the work of humankind. The birds' existence ended on the
morning of the third day of June 1844, when the last two recorded great auks were killed by three
fishermen on the island of Eldey. a few miles south of Iceland in the North Atlantic Ocean. For thousands
of years, until not so long before that fateful day, great auks swam the Atlantic in their millions and
flocked to their breeding grounds from Newfoundland in the west, to Iceland and the Outer Hebrides in
the east. Whole colonies at a time were hunted to death for their meat, feathers, and fat by sailors and
fishermen from Europe and the Americas. Since the total vanishing of the species, the great auk has
become an icon of extinction, alongside the dodo, the passenger pigeon, and the moa. More highly
prized as a trophy than any other extinct bird, all its attributes - from its eggs to the oral history of its
demise - were until fairly recently, voraciously collected. Its protean appearance in almost every artistic
and visual form, from cigarette boxes to bronze and marble statues, has immortalised one of the most
tragic man-made extinctions. The Great Auk: The Extinction of the Original Penguin tells this tale of
destruction and of what we, as a species, do to the world around us. Errol Fuller is a world-renowned
authority on extinct birds and the author of many books concerned with extinction and conservation,"
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The Great Auk

How an iconic bird’s final days exposed the reality of human-caused extinction The great auk is one
of the most tragic and documented examples of extinction. A flightless bird that bred primarily on the
remote islands of the North Atlantic, the last of its kind were killed in Iceland in 1844. Gisli Palsson
draws on firsthand accounts from the Icelanders who hunted the last great auks to bring to life a bygone
age of Victorian scientific exploration while offering vital insights into the extinction of species. Palsson
vividly recounts how British ornithologists John Wolley and Alfred Newton set out for Iceland to collect
specimens only to discover that the great auks were already gone. At the time, the Victorian world
viewed extinction as an impossibility or trivialized it as a natural phenomenon. Palsson chronicles how
Wolley and Newton documented the fate of the last birds through interviews with the men who killed
them, and how the naturalists’ Icelandic journey opened their eyes to the disappearance of species as
a subject of scientific concern—and as something that could be caused by humans. Blending a richly
evocative narrative with rare, unpublished material as well as insights from ornithology, anthropology,
and Palsson’s own North Atlantic travels, The Last of Its Kind reveals how the saga of the great auk
opens a window onto the human causes of mass extinction.

The Last of Its Kind

This 1885 work collects together information on the extinct great auk, including its distribution, various
names, and physical remains.

The Great Auk, or Garefowl

For hundreds of thousands of years, Great Auks thrived. And then they were gone ... For hundreds

of thousands of years Great Auks thrived in the icy seas of the North Atlantic, bobbing on the waves,
diving for fish and struggling up onto rocky shores to mate and hatch their fluffy chicks. But by 1844, not
a single one of these magnificent birds was alive. In this stunningly illustrated non-fiction picture book,
award-winning author and illustrator Jan Thornhill tells the tragic story of these birds that “weighed as
much as a sack of potatoes and stood as tall as a preteen’s waist.” Their demise came about in part
because of their anatomy. They could swim swiftly underwater, but their small wings meant they couldn’t
fly and their feet were so far back on their bodies, they couldn’t walk very well. Still the birds managed to
escape their predators much of the time ... until humans became seafarers. Great Auks were pursued
first by Vikings, then by Inuit, Beothuk and finally European hunters. Their numbers rapidly dwindled.
They became collectors’ items — their skins were stuffed for museums, to be displayed along with
their beautiful eggs. (There are some amazing stories about these stuffed auks — one was stolen
from a German museum during WWII by Russian soldiers; another was flown to Iceland and given a
red-carpet welcome at the airport.) Although undeniably tragic, the final demise of the Great Auk led
to the birth of the conservation movement. Laws were eventually passed to prevent the killing of birds
during the nesting season, and similar laws were later extended to other wildlife species. Correlates to
the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 Explain
events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what
happened and why, based on specific information in the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4 Determine
the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade
4 topic or subject area.



The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk

WINNER OF THE EDGE HILL SHORT STORY PRIZE 2016 SHORTLISTED FOR THE SUNDAY
TIMES/PFD YOUNG WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD 2016 'Greengrass is undoubtedly that rare
thing, a genuinely new and assured voice in prose. Her work is precise, properly moving, quirky

and heartfelt' A. L. Kennedy The twelve stories in this startling collection range over centuries and
across the world. There are stories about those who are lonely, or estranged, or out of time. There are
hauntings, both literal and metaphorical; and acts of cruelty and neglect but also of penance. Some
stories concern themselves with the present, and the mundane circumstances in which people find
themselves: a woman who feels stuck in her life imagines herself in different jobs - as a lighthouse
keeper in Wales, or as a guard against polar bears in a research station in the Arctic. Some stories
concern themselves with the past: a sixteenth-century alchemist and doctor, whose arrogance blinds
him to people's dissatisfaction with their lives until he experiences it himself. Finally, in the title story, a
sailor gives his account - violent, occasionally funny and certainly tragic - of the decline of the Great
Auk.

An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, According to One Who Saw It

"Over the last half billion years, there have been five major mass extinctions, when the diversity of life
on Earth suddenly and dramatically contracted. Scientists are currently monitoring the sixth extinction,
predicted to be the most devastating since the asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs. This time
around the cataclysm is us. In this book the author tells us why and how human beings have altered life
on the planet in a way no species has before. She provides a moving account of the disappearances of
various species occurring all around us and traces the evolution of extinction as concept, from its first
articulation by Georges Cuvier in revolutionary Paris up to Lyell and Darwin, and through the present
day. The sixth extinction is likely to be mankind's most lasting legacy, compelling us to rethink the
fundamental question of what it means to be human". -- Back cover.

The Sixth Extinction

Excerpt from The Great Auk, or Garefowl (Alca Impennis, Linn;) Mr. Seebohm3 says, It was once

a British bird now it is regarded as an extinct species, like the Solitaire Pigeon of Rodriguez, the
phillip-island Parrot, the Dodo of the Mauritius, and the Moa of New Zealand. The extinction of the
Great Auk has taken place during the lifetime of the present generation. It is scarcely more than half a
century since the last British example of this curious bird was killed in the Orkneys; and when, ten years
later, the survivors of the only colony left were captured, the history of the Great Auk became a legend
of the past. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however,
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

The Great Auk, Or Garefowl (Alca Impennis, Linn;) (Classic Reprint)

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using

a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface.
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Great Auk, Or Garefowl (Alca Impennis, Linn.)

The rapid growth of the American environmental movement in recent decades obscures the fact that
long before the first Earth Day and the passage of the Endangered Species Act, naturalists and
concerned citizens recognized—and worried about—the problem of human-caused extinction. As Mark



V. Barrow reveals in Nature’s Ghosts, the threat of species loss has haunted Americans since the early
days of the republic. From Thomas Jefferson’s day—when the fossil remains of such fantastic lost
animals as the mastodon and the woolly mammoth were first reconstructed—through the pioneering
conservation efforts of early naturalists like John James Audubon and John Muir, Barrow shows how
Americans came to understand that it was not only possible for entire species to die out, but that
humans themselves could be responsible for their extinction. With the destruction of the passenger
pigeon and the precipitous decline of the bison, professional scientists and wildlife enthusiasts alike
began to understand that even very common species were not safe from the juggernaut of modern,
industrial society. That realization spawned public education and legislative campaigns that laid the
foundation for the modern environmental movement and the preservation of such iconic creatures as
the bald eagle, the California condor, and the whooping crane. A sweeping, beautifully illustrated his-
torical narrative that unites the fascinating stories of endangered animals and the dedicated individuals
who have studied and struggled to protect them, Nature’s Ghosts offers an unprecedented view of what
we’ve lost—and a stark reminder of the hard work of preservation still ahead.

Nature's Ghosts

For hundreds of thousands of years Great Auks thrived in the icy seas of the North Atlantic, bobbing on
the waves, diving for fish and struggling up onto rocky shores to mate and hatch their fluffy chicks. But
by 1844, not a single one of these magnificent birds was alive. In this stunningly illustrated non-fiction
picture book, award-winning author and illustrator Jan Thornhill tells the tragic story of these birds that
"weighed as much as a sack of potatoes and stood as tall as a preteen's waist.” Their demise came
about in part because of their anatomy. They could swim swiftly underwater, but their small wings meant
they couldn't fly and their feet were so far back on their bodies, they couldn't walk very well. Still the
birds managed to escape their predators much of the time ... until humans became seafarers. Great
Auks were pursued first by Vikings, then by Inuit, Beothuk and finally European hunters. Their numbers
rapidly dwindled. They became collectors' items--their skins were stuffed for museums, to be displayed
along with their beautiful eggs. (There are some amazing stories about these stuffed auks--one was
stolen from a German museum during WWII by Russian soldiers; another was flown to Iceland and
given a red-carpet welcome at the airport.).--

The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk

The Archaeology of Wild Birds in Britain and Ireland tells the story of human engagement with birds
from the end of the last Ice Age to about AD 1650. It is based on archaeological bird remains integrated
with ethnography and the history of birds and avian biology. In addition to their food value, the book
examines birds in ritual activities and their capture and role in falconry and as companion animals. It is
an essential guide for archaeologists and zooarchaeologists and will interest historians and naturalists
concerned with the history and former distribution of birds.

The Archaeology of Wild Birds in Britain and Ireland

Describes how the Great Auk lived before its extinction in the mid 1800s and discusses the physical
characteristics, habits, and breeding of other members of the Auk family and laws to protect these rare
birds.

The Great Auk

How an iconic bird’s final days exposed the reality of human-caused extinction The great auk is one
of the most tragic and documented examples of extinction. A flightless bird that bred primarily on the
remote islands of the North Atlantic, the last of its kind were killed in Iceland in 1844. Gisli Palsson
draws on firsthand accounts from the Icelanders who hunted the last great auks to bring to life a bygone
age of Victorian scientific exploration while offering vital insights into the extinction of species. Palsson
vividly recounts how British ornithologists John Wolley and Alfred Newton set out for Iceland to collect
specimens only to discover that the great auks were already gone. At the time, the Victorian world
viewed extinction as an impossibility or trivialized it as a natural phenomenon. Palsson chronicles how
Wolley and Newton documented the fate of the last birds through interviews with the men who killed
them, and how the naturalists’ Icelandic journey opened their eyes to the disappearance of species as
a subject of scientific concern—and as something that could be caused by humans. Blending a richly
evocative narrative with rare, unpublished material as well as insights from ornithology, anthropology,



and Pélsson’s own North Atlantic travels, The Last of Its Kind reveals how the saga of the great auk
opens a window onto the human causes of mass extinction.

The Last of Its Kind

A sculptor creates memorials to five extinct North American bird species

The Lost Bird Project

Lobsters, blueberries, moose, and rugged coastlines dotted with lighthouses are emblematic of the
state of Maine. But underlying these simple icons is the rich natural heritage of Maine that drives the
economy and shapes the state's culture. The history of Maine’s natural heritage has been co-produced
by the both the natural and human worlds. The essays and photographs gathered here paint a vivid
portrait of Maine's wild places and wild creatures, as well as of human impacts and the way the state's
heritage has changed.

Our Maine

Dynamic naturalist Michael Blencowe has travelled the globe to uncover the fascinating backstories of
eleven extinct animals, which he shares with charm and insight in Gone. 'Really, really well written'

— CHRIS PACKHAM Inspired by his childhood obsession with extinct species, Blencowe takes us
around the globe — from the forests of New Zealand to the ferries of Finland, from the urban sprawl

of San Francisco to an inflatable crocodile on Brighton's Widewater Lagoon. Spanning five centuries,
from the last sighting of New Zealand’s Upland Moa to the 2012 death of the Pinta Island Giant
Tortoise, Lonesome George, his memoir is peppered with the accounts of the hunters and naturalists
of the past as well as revealing conversations with the custodians of these totemic animals today.
Featuring striking artworks that resurrect these forgotten creatures, each chapter focuses on a different
animal, revealing insights into their unique characteristics and habitats; the history of their discovery
and just how and when they came to be lost to us. Blencowe inspects the only known remains of a
Huia egg at Te Papa, New Zealand; views hundreds of specimens of deceased Galapagos tortoises
and Xerces Blue butterflies in the California Academy of Sciences; and pays his respects to the

only soft tissue remains of the Dodo in the world. Warm, wry and thought-provoking, Gone shows
that while each extinction story is different, all can inform how we live in the future. Discover and
learn from the stories of the: Great Auk. A majestic flightless seabird of the North Atlantic and the
‘original penguin’. Spectacled Cormorant. The ‘ludicrous bird’ from the remote islands of the Bering
Sea. Steller's Sea Cow. An incredible ten tonne dugong with skin as furrowed as oak bark. Upland
Moa. The improbable birds and the one-time rulers of New Zealand. Huia. The unique bird with two
beaks and twelve precious tail feathers. South Island KMkako. The ‘orange-wattled crow’, New Zealand’s
elusive Grey Ghost. Xerces Blue. The gossamer-winged butterfly of the San Francisco sand dunes.
Pinta Island Tortoise. The slow-moving, long-lived giant of the Galapagos Islands. Dodo. The superstar
of extinction. Schomburgk’s Deer. A mysterious deer from the wide floodplains of central Thailand. Ivell's
Sea Anemone. A see-through sea creature known only from southern England. A modern must-read
for anyone interested in protecting our earth and its incredible wildlife, Gone is an evocative call to
conserve what we have before it is lost forever.

The Great Auk

A reprint of Symington Grieve's classic treatise on the great auk, an extinct flightless bird of northern
seas.

Gone

The Earth's biodiversity is at risk, as delicate ecosystems struggle to overcome global climate change,
rain forest destruction acid rain overfishing, erosion, and a host of other interconnected environmental
problems. Written for upper-level undergraduate and graduate students, Restoration Ecology address-
es these growing environmental Concerns and offers practical and economical solution. The text opens
with a look at fundamental ecological principles critical to understanding restoration, including nutriert
cycing and factors that regulate ecosystem function, and continues on to explore restoration in practice,
providing real-life accounts of the restoration of various disturbed ecosystems. The final section delves
into the planning implementation monitoring, and appraisal of restoration work.



The Great Auk, Or Garefowl

Thoroughly revised and significantly expanded, the Second Edition of Environmental Ecology provides
new case studies and in-depth treatment of the effects of pollution and other disturbances on our
oceans, lakes, forests, and air. New chapters on biological resources and ecological applications
have been added, including material on environmental economics, import assessments, ecological
monitoring, and environmental ethics. Extensive indexes, a glossary, and a bibliography are included.

Restoration Ecology

Humanity can make short work of the oceans’ creatures. In 1741, hungry explorers discovered herds
of Steller's sea cow in the Bering Strait, and in less than thirty years, the amiable beast had been
harpooned into extinction. It's a classic story, but a key fact is often omitted. Bering Island was the last
redoubt of a species that had been decimated by hunting and habitat loss years before the explorers
set sail. As Callum M. Roberts reveals in The Unnatural History of the Sea, the oceans’ bounty didn’t
disappear overnight. While today'’s fishing industry is ruthlessly efficient, intense exploitation began not
in the modern era, or even with the dawn of industrialization, but in the eleventh century in medieval
Europe. Roberts explores this long and colorful history of commercial fishing, taking readers around
the world and through the centuries to witness the transformation of the seas. Drawing on firsthand
accounts of early explorers, pirates, merchants, fishers, and travelers, the book recreates the oceans
of the past: waters teeming with whales, sea lions, sea otters, turtles, and giant fish. The abundance
of marine life described by fifteenth century seafarers is almost unimaginable today, but Roberts both
brings it alive and artfully traces its depletion. Collapsing fisheries, he shows, are simply the latest
chapter in a long history of unfettered commercialization of the seas. The story does not end with an
empty ocean. Instead, Roberts describes how we might restore the splendor and prosperity of the seas
through smarter management of our resources and some simple restraint. From the coasts of Florida
to New Zealand, marine reserves have fostered spectacular recovery of plants and animals to levels
not seen in a century. They prove that history need not repeat itself: we can leave the oceans richer
than we found them.

Environmental Ecology

An acclaimed photographic guide to these marvelous and enigmatic birds—now in a new, updated
edition Penguins are perhaps the most beloved birds. On land, their behavior appears so humorous
and expressive that we can be excused for attributing to them moods and foibles similar to our own.
Few realize how complex and mysterious their private lives truly are, as most of their existence takes
place far from our prying eyes, hidden beneath the ocean waves. Now in a new, updated edition, this
stunningly illustrated book provides a unique look at these extraordinary creatures and the cutting-edge
science that is helping us to better understand them. Featuring more than 400 breathtaking photos,
this is the ultimate guide to all 18 species of penguins, including those with retiring personalities or
nocturnal habits that tend to be overlooked and rarely photographed. This revised second edition
features updated scientific information and some spectacular new photographs. Penguins is the most
ambitious book to date by Tui De Roy, Mark Jones, and Julie Cornthwaite. Their travels, spanning
more than two decades, have seen them crisscross the southern hemisphere to virtually everywhere
that penguins are found, from the sun-baked lava shores of the Galapagos to some of the remotest
subantarctic islands, as well as all around the Antarctic continent, where Emperor penguins breed on
the deep-frozen sea. A book that no bird enthusiast or armchair naturalist should do without, Penguins
includes discussions of penguin conservation, informative species profiles, fascinating penguin facts,
and tips on where to see penguins in the wild. Covers all 18 species of the world’s penguinsFeatures
more than 400 stunning photosExplores the latest science on penguins and their conservationincludes
informative species profiles and fascinating penguin facts

The Unnatural History of the Sea

A comprehensive and beautifully illustrated overview to the birds of Maine The first comprehensive
overview of Maine’s incredibly rich birdlife in more than seven decades, Birds of Maine is a detailed
account of all 464 species recorded in the Pine Tree State. Itis also a thoroughly researched, accessible
portrait of a region undergoing rapid changes, with southern birds pushing north, northern birds
expanding south, and once-absent natives like Atlantic Puffins brought back by innovative conservation
techniques pioneered in Maine. Written by the late Peter Vickery in cooperation with a team of leading
ornithologists, this guide offers a detailed look at the state’s dynamic avifauna—from the Wild Turkey



to the Arctic Tern—with information on migration patterns and timing, current status and changes in
bird abundance and distribution, and how Maine's geography and shifting climate mold its birdlife.

It delves into the conservation status for Maine's birds, as well as the state's unusually textured
ornithological history, involving such famous names as John James Audubon and Theodore Roosevelt,
and home-grown experts like Cordelia Stanwood and Ralph Palmer. Sidebars explore diverse topics,
including the Old Sow whirlpool that draws multitudes of seabirds and the famed Monhegan Island,

a mecca for migrant birds. Gorgeously illustrated with watercolors by Lars Jonsson and scores of line
drawings by Barry Van Dusen, Birds of Maine is a remarkable guide that birders will rely on for decades
to come. Copublished with the Nuttall Ornithological Club

Penguins

'He came on the shortest day of the year between the storms that carried the sea twenty miles

inland and the great snow of that winter. But before his arrival there was an equally mysterious
disappearance...' The first in a trilogy, THE MASTER OF THE FALLEN CHAIRS sees thirteen-year-old
orphan Kim living with his elusive guardian, surly tutor and various servants in a grand but dilapidated
old house called Skirl. When one of the servant girls goes missing, a dark cloud descends on the house.
The arrival of a stranger in the dead of night plunges everything further into mystery, and introduces a
bit of magic to the mix too...

Relics of the Great Auk (on Funk Island). (Reprinted from The Field.).

A haunting, beautifully illustrated memorial to this iconic extinct bird At the start of the nineteenth
century, Passenger Pigeons were perhaps the most abundant birds on the planet, numbering literally
in the billions. The flocks were so large and so dense that they blackened the skies, even blotting

out the sun for days at a stretch. Yet by the end of the century, the most common bird in North
America had vanished from the wild. In 1914, the last known representative of her species, Martha,
died in a cage at the Cincinnati Zoo. This stunningly illustrated book tells the astonishing story of
North America's Passenger Pigeon, a bird species that—like the Tyrannosaur, the Mammoth, and the
Dodo—has become one of the great icons of extinction. Errol Fuller describes how these fast, agile, and
handsomely plumaged birds were immortalized by the ornithologist and painter John James Audubon,
and captured the imagination of writers such as James Fenimore Cooper, Henry David Thoreau, and
Mark Twain. He shows how widespread deforestation, the demand for cheap and plentiful pigeon meat,
and the indiscriminate killing of Passenger Pigeons for sport led to their catastrophic decline. Fuller
provides an evocative memorial to a bird species that was once so important to the ecology of North
America, and reminds us of just how fragile the natural world can be. Published in the centennial year
of Martha’s death, The Passenger Pigeon features rare archival images as well as haunting photos of
live birds.

Transactions of the Edinburgh Field Naturalists' and Microscopical Society

| felt the worlds of ocean and ice were meeting in a frontier of rage, as if the Earth had torn in two along
this line.This was a place if there ever was a place, where you could disappear. The year is 1845 and
young researcher Eliot Saxby is paid to go on an expedition to the Arctic in the hope of finding remains
of the by now extinct Great Auk. He joins a regular hunting ship, but the crew and the passengers

are not what they seem. Caught in the web of relationships on board, Eliot struggles to understand
the motivations of the sociopathic, embroidery-loving Captain Sykes, the silent First Mate French, the
flamboyant laudanum-addicted Bletchley and, most importantly of all, Bletchley's beautiful but strange
‘cousin’ Clara. As the ship moves further and further into the wilds of the Arctic sea, Eliot clings to what
he believes in, desperate to save Clara but drawn irrevocably back into the past that haunts him. The
first historical novel from an author who has been critically acclaimed for his two contemporary novels
(Salt and The Wake), The Collector of Lost Things is a compulsive, beautifully writtten read.



Transactions of the Edinburgh Field Naturalists' and Microscopical Society

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to
enjoy.

Birds of Maine

"John James Audubon's paintings of birds are as familiar as they are beautiful. But even among his
admirers, many may be surprised to learn that Audubon was a gifted writer. In this one-of-a-kind
anthology, Christoph Irmscher and Richard J. King have curated a collection of Audubon's coastal and
sea writing, which represent Audubon's most compelling and evocative depictions of the natural world
and early nineteenth-century American life. The collection is geographically diverse, bringing to light
the variety of people and wildlife Audubon met or observed, pulling from the massive Ornithological
Biography (1831-1839) as well as the "Autobiography” and journals. The editors supplement the
selections with an instructive introduction and powerful coda, section headnotes, explanatory notes,
and an appendix linking Audubon's species to current taxonomy and geographic ranges. The book is
lavishly illustrated as well. There is much more in Audubon at Sea than descriptions of birds: we have
stories of life aboard ship, of travel in early America and Audubon's work habits, the origins of iconic
paintings, and, in the end, the carefully drawn commentary on a flawed and, at best, ambiguous hero"--

Master of the Fallen Chairs

For many, their first experience of the natural world is in the pages of books and in library collections--a
Paper Zoo. This stunning book gathers together a wide range of beautiful nature illustrations from the
British Library's collections, including manuscripts, prints and drawings, and rare printed books, and
featuring items from all around the world. With striking images of butterflies, beetles, spiders, animals,
shells, fish and birds, the pages bring readers into contact with some of the world's most renowned
natural history illustrators, such as Audubon and Catesby, and on expeditions to discover the lesser
known rare finds as well. The text traces the story of the art of natural history from the Renaissance
through the great age of exploration to the 19th century, to demonstrate how the collaboration between
the fields of art and science has rendered such exquisite forms. The plates, all taken from books, are
organized into several themed sections, though not on strict taxonomic grounds, but rather on broader
themes of exotic, native, domestic, and paradoxical (with reference to what the species were at that
time--for what is native now may well once have been exotic).

The Passenger Pigeon

The Collector of Lost Things
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