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This insightful text delves into the perennial struggle of race, ethnicity, and minority group politics within 
the United States, analyzing the complex dynamics and ongoing challenges shaping American society.
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We Also Hold Lunch Seminars the Faculty Club Where Brown Students Can Come and Enjoy a Free 
Meal while Discussing a Predefined Topic We Also Have a Student Debates and Then of Course 
There Are the Janice Lectures and Most of You Probably Already Knew All that but What You May 
Not Know Is that the Structure of the Organization That's in Charge of Planning the Lectures like 
the One Today Is Radically Different and Unique at Brown Contrary to Most Other Groups the Janice 
Forum Executive Board Including Myself Is Not Involved in the Choice of Topics or Speakers for these 
Lectures Rather an Independent Board Called the Janice Forum Steering Committee
Finally after the Question-and-Answer Session We Invite You all To Join Us in the Front Hall for a Small 
Catered Reception and Now You'Ll Be More than Enough for Me So Please Join Me in Welcoming 
Our First Speaker Professor Lani Guinier Actually Is So I May Not Keep on Message and if that's the 
Case Then I Invite You To Bring Me Back to the Message during the Question and Answer Period I'D 
Like To Start by Telling You about an Experience That I Had When My Son Was About 9 or 10 Years 
Old and We Were Getting Ready To Move from the University of Pennsylvania Law School
It Was Designed by Many White Men Who Didn't Own Slaves but Who Felt They Had To Compromise 
with those Who Did and It Included Provisions in Terms of the Constitution of the United States That 
Determined that Slaves Were Three-Fifths of a Person for the Purpose of Representation Which Was 
Not Simply an Effort To Stigmatize Slaves or Black People as Saying They Were Less than Human 
It Was an Effort To Award Additional Representation to the Slave Owners because the Three-Fifths 
of a Person Meant that Slaves Could Be Counted in the Apportionment of Districts
So I'M Making this Analogy to the Canary and the Mines because the Miners Used To Take a Canary 
into the Coal Mines To Alert Them When the Atmosphere in the Mines Was Too Toxic for the Miners 
and the Canary Was More Fragile It Had a Respiratory System That Was Weaker More Vulnerable 
and So When the Canary Started To Gasp for Breath That Was a Sign that the Miners Needed To 
Leave the Mine Not that the Canary Was Somehow Inadequate the Way in Which We Tend To Think 
about Issues of Race or Issues of Gender Is To See the Canary Gasping for Breath as a Sign that 
There Is a Problem with the Canary
So You Could Be Represented by Somebody That You Voted against or You Could Be Represented 
by Somebody that if You Had Had the Chance To Vote for Them You Would Have Now I Want To Argue 
that There Is Something Flawed in that Concept of Representation because Number One It Puts Too 
Much Weight on the Moment of Choice That Is the Election To Determine What Your Relationship Is 
with a Particular Representative and that Moment of Choice I Would Argue Is Corrupted by the Fact 



that in Legislative Bodies in Particular the People Who Are Terminating that Choice for You That Is 
the People Who Are Drawing Your Districts Are the People Who Are Themselves Invested in a District 
That Is Going To Be Composed of People Most Likely To Vote for Them
But I Also Want To Suggest that There Is Something Wrong with that Concept because Repre-
sentation in My View Is a Relationship It Is Not Simply a Moment of Choice Representation Is a 
Relationship It Is an Ongoing Relationship and It Is Not Simply a Relationship between the Voter 
and the Person He or She Voted for It Is Also a Horizontal Relationship among the Constituents 
among the People Who Are Being Represented because in Many Ways the Only Way You Can Hold 
a Representative Accountable to Your Ideals to Your Hopes or to Your Articulated Interests Is if You 
Create a Constituency of Accountability That Continues To Exist after the Election and that Is Part of 
the Reason That We Have Such a Conflict in Our System about the Role That Lobbyists
They Were in a Position To Ascend the Ladder of Personal Success and Then They Could Rationalize 
that by Saying that They Were Actually Helping Their Constituents Even though They Were Voting 
against the Interests of Their Constituents They Were Helping Their Constituents because When 
They Became More Important They Would Be in a Better Position To Represent Their Constituents 
but of Course if Their Focus Is on Their Personal Individual Career Advancement Then It's Hard for 
People To Believe What To Trust that Their Representatives Are Actually Looking Out for Them So 
What's the Consequence of this the Consequence of this Is this Very Low Voter Turnout in the United 
States and Now Part of It Is Our Representational System Per Se
And He Said He Really Thought It Was Important for a Representative To Function like a Community 
Organizer To Function as Someone Who Would Mobilize His or Her Constituents To Hold Them 
Accountable So in Many Ways the Argument I'M Trying To Make Is that We Need To Look at 
the Experience of those Who Have Been Left Out those Who Are in a Minority Who Often Don't 
Get Their Preferences Represented Directly because They Are in a Minority and See this as a 
Function of a Winner-Take-all Electoral System That Puts Too Much Emphasis on Elections That Uses 
Geographic Districts as the Main Instrument for Allocating Political Power That Gives Representatives 
the Opportunity To Draw those Districts for Themselves
I Was Saying It's Coming and We Have To Get Ready because We'Re Beginning To Experience 
Diminishing Returns from Color Coding Things in Ways That Recapitulate the Problems We Were 
Trying To Solve It Was a Hard Argument To Make and There Were a Lot of Tempers and a Lot 
of Things That Flew Back and Forth as that Argument Was Made One of the Things I Like Most 
about What Professor Jr Is Saying Today Is the Question of Mobilization Ahead of Identification 
More than Basing Things on Descriptive Identification You Look for the Extent to Which People Are 
Using that Communal or Racial or some Whatever Solidarity To Raise Issues That Really Transcend 
Themselves
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