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Explore the exclusive world of Long Key Flagler, a premier island getaway in Florida that historically 
catered to the rich and famous. This insightful Florida Quincentennial book delves into the opulent past 
and enduring allure of the state's luxurious coastal havens.
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Long Key

With a modest two-story hotel and various small cottages, Long Key Fishing Camp offered a dramatic 
departure from the usual opulence of Henry Flagler’s hotels that dotted the east coast of Florida. The 
final resort opened during his lifetime, Long Key lacked palatial structures with manicured grounds, 
extravagant recreational facilities, and world-class amenities. Prospective visitors were frankly warned 
not to expect the same level of comfort provided at sister properties. Yet still they came. Carefully 
researched and replete with photographs and maps never before published, Long Key offers the first 
history of this unique destination. Historian Thomas Knowles recounts the extraordinary tale of how 
a railroad work camp became a world-renowned sportfishing center and a preferred vacation spot 
of a cadre of well-to-do individuals that included businessmen, poets, nobles, and politicians. This 
rustic island, with its unparalleled fishing grounds and cabins named after local fish—“The Kingfish,” 
“The Porpoise,” “The Barracoota,” “The Shark”—inspired fierce loyalty among its clientele, even during 
the dark years of the Great Depression. Zane Grey, Lou Gehrig, Wallace Stevens, Charles Kettering, 
Andrew Mellon, and Herbert Hoover were among those who would return season after season. 
Completely destroyed by the fatal 1935 Labor Day Hurricane, the first category 5 storm to make landfall 
in the United States, Flagler’s unique island getaway has been largely forgotten. Knowles expertly 
depicts this slice of long-lost Florida and resurrects the famous personalities who found refuge from 
the limelight at Long Key.

The Spanish Craze

The Spanish Craze is the compelling story of the centuries-long U.S. fascination with the history, 
literature, art, culture, and architecture of Spain. Richard L. Kagan offers a stunningly revisionist 
understanding of the origins of hispanidad in America, tracing its origins from the early republic to the 
New Deal. As Spanish power and influence waned in the Atlantic World by the eighteenth century, her 
rivals created the “Black Legend,” which promoted an image of Spain as a dead and lost civilization rife 
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with innate cruelty and cultural and religious backwardness. The Black Legend and its ambivalences 
influenced Americans throughout the nineteenth century, reaching a high pitch in the Spanish-American 
War of 1898. However, the Black Legend retreated soon thereafter, and Spanish culture and heritage 
became attractive to Americans for its perceived authenticity and antimodernism. Although the Spanish 
craze infected regions where the Spanish New World presence was most felt—California, the American 
Southwest, Texas, and Florida—there were also early, quite serious flare-ups of the craze in Chicago, 
New York, and New England. Kagan revisits early interest in Hispanism among elites such as the Boston 
book dealer Obadiah Rich, a specialist in the early history of the Americas, and the writers Washington 
Irving and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. He also considers later enthusiasts such as Angeleno Charles 
Lummis and the many writers, artists, and architects of the modern Spanish Colonial Revival in the 
United States in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Spain’s political and cultural elites 
understood that the promotion of Spanish culture in the United States and the Western Hemisphere in 
general would help overcome imperial defeats while uniting Spaniards and those of Spanish descent 
into a singular raza whose shared characteristics and interests transcended national boundaries. With 
elegant prose and verve, The Spanish Craze spans centuries and provides a captivating glimpse into 
distinct facets of Hispanism in monuments, buildings, and private homes; the visual, performing, and 
cinematic arts; and the literature, travel journals, and letters of its enthusiasts in the United States.

Indian Conquistadors

The conquest of the New World would hardly have been possible if the invading Spaniards had not allied 
themselves with the indigenous population. This book takes into account the role of native peoples as 
active agents in the Conquest through a review of new sources and more careful analysis of known 
but under-studied materials that demonstrate the overwhelming importance of native allies in both 
conquest and colonial control. In Indian Conquistadors, leading scholars offer the most comprehensive 
look to date at native participation in the conquest of Mesoamerica. The contributors examine pictorial, 
archaeological, and documentary evidence spanning three centuries, including little-known eyewitness 
accounts from both Spanish and native documents, paintings (lienzos) and maps (mapas) from the 
colonial period, and a new assessment of imperialism in the region before the Spanish arrival. This 
new research shows that the Tlaxcalans, the most famous allies of the Spanish, were far from alone. 
Not only did native lords throughout Mesoamerica supply arms, troops, and tactical guidance, but 
tens of thousands of warriors—Nahuas, Mixtecs, Zapotecs, Mayas, and others—spread throughout the 
region to participate with the Spanish in a common cause. By offering a more balanced account of this 
dramatic period, this book calls into question traditional narratives that emphasize indigenous peoples’ 
roles as auxiliaries rather than as conquistadors in their own right. Enhanced with twelve maps and 
more than forty illustrations, Indian Conquistadors opens a vital new line of research and challenges 
our understanding of this important era.



Mary Lou & John Tanton

Thirty years after the publication of John Hope Franklin’s influential interpretative essay Reconstruction: 
After the Civil War, ten distinguished scholars have contributed to a new appraisal of Reconstruction 
scholarship. Recognizing Professor Franklin’s major contributions to the study of the Reconstruction 
era, their work of analysis and review has been dedicated to him. Although most of the contributors 
studied with John Hope Franklin, The Facts of Reconstruction is not a festschrift, at least not the 
conventional sense. The book does not offer a comprehensive assessment of Franklin’s remarkably 
wide-ranging work in southern and Afro-American history, but instead engages his influential inter-
pretation of Reconstruction. The essays in The Facts of Reconstruction focus upon questions raised 
in Reconstruction: After the Civil War. Was southern white intransigence the decisive influence in 
Presidential Reconstruction? What as the role of violence in southern “redemption”? How successful 
were the educational experiments of the Reconstruction era? Why did southern Republicans fail to build 
an effective coalition capable of surviving the pressure of racism? In addition, several essays discuss 
questions not directly addressed in Franklin’s book, since his pathbreaking work indirectly stimulated 
study in a variety of new areas. For example, contributors to The Facts of Reconstruction examine 
the ante-bellum origins of Reconstruction, evaluate the development of racial segregation during the 
late nineteenth century, analyze the political and legal ideas behind the Reconstruction debates, and 
study the prospering minority among blacks. Representing a variety of perspectives, the authors have 
sought to follow John Hope Franklin’s admonition that Reconstruction should not be used as “a mirror 
of ourselves.” If they have succeeded, this book in honor of a profound scholar and inspiring teacher 
will provoke new discussion about “the facts of Reconstruction.”

Joseph H. Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden

In the Summer of 1863, Confederate General Braxton Bragg was commander of the Army of Ten-
nessee, still reeling from its defeat in January at Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Spanish St. Augustine

Georgia Land Surveying History and Law is the first definitive history and analysis of Georgia’s land 
system and the laws that govern it. The book’s opening section tells the story of the surveyor’s role in 
transforming Georgia from a frontier to a bounded, populated, and productive colony and state. Paced 
by anecdotes of surveyors’ wilderness experiences, the narrative traces the evolution of Georgia’s land 
subdivision system, beginning with the original, and ultimately impractical, scheme of land granting 
and rectangular land subdivision under the Trustees of the Georgia Colony. The volume then covers 
the more flexible but easily abused headright procedure, and the subsequent lottery and succession 
of systematic, rectangular surveys under which most of the state was laid out and granted in the 
early nineteenth century. Finally, in lay terms supported by meticulous citation of authority, the volume 
discusses the legal aspects of land surveying, including the interests that make up land ownership, the 
transfer of real property, the interpretation of property descriptions, the location of boundaries, riparian 
and littoral rights, and other topics. The book examines every point concerning boundaries found in any 
Georgia case or statute. Based solidly on primary sources and the author’s fifteen years of experience 
in land surveying and title abstracting, Georgia Land Surveying History and Law is an exhaustively 
researched and scholarly reference that will be useful to surveyors, title attorneys, title abstractors, 
real estate professionals, geographers, cartographers, historians, and genealogists.

The Facts of Reconstruction

Prehistory and early history of Alabama and the southeastern US Born of a concern with Alabama's 
past and the need to explore and explain that legacy, this book brings together the nation's leading 
scholars on the prehistory and early history of Alabama and the southeastern US. Covering topics 
ranging from the Mississippian Period in archaeology and the de Soto expedition (and other early Eu-
ropean explorations and settlements of Alabama) to the 1780 Siege of Mobile, this is a comprehensive 
and readable collection of scholarship on early Alabama. CONTRIBUTORS Jeffrey P. Brain / William 
S. Coker / Chester B. DePratter / James B. Griffin / Charles Hudson / Richard A. Krause / Eugene Lyon 
/ Michale C. Scardaville / Bruce D. Smith / Marvin T. Smith / Wilcomb Washburn

Braxton Bragg and Confederate Defeat



Federal Law and Southern Order, first published in 1987, examines the factors behind the federal 
government's long delay in responding to racial violence during the 1950s and 1960s. The book 
also reveals that it was apprehension of a militant minority of white racists that ultimately spurred 
acquiescent state and local officials in the South to protect blacks and others involved in civil rights 
activities. By tracing patterns of violent racial crimes and probing the federal government's persistent 
failure to punish those who committed the crimes, Michal R. Belknap tells how and why judges, 
presidents, members of Congress, and even Justice Department and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
officials accepted the South's insistence that federalism precluded any national interference in southern 
law enforcement. Lulled into complacency by the soothing rationalization of federalism, Washington for 
too long remained a bystander while the Ku Klux Klan and others used violence to sabotage the civil 
rights movement, Belknap demonstrates. In the foreword to this paperback edition, Belknap examines 
how other scholars, in works published after Federal Law and Southern Order, have treated issues 
related to federal efforts to curb racial violence. He also explores how incidents of racial violence since 
the 1960s have been addressed by the state legal systems of the South and discusses the significance 
for the contemporary South of congressional legislation enacted during the 1960s to suppress racially 
motivated murders, beatings, and intimidation.

Georgia Land Surveying History and Law

Many historical myths are actually false yet psychologically true. The contributors to this volume see 
myth and reality as complementary elements in the historical record. Myth and Southern History is 
as much a commentary on southern historiography as it is on the viability of myth in the historical 
process. Volume 2: The New South offers new perspectives on the North's role in southern mythology, 
the so-called Savage South, twentieth-century black and white southern women, and the "changes" 
that distinguish the late twentieth-century South from that of the Civil War era.

The Papers of Henry Laurens

First Published in 1991. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Jacksonville, Riverport-seaport

Before the Civil Rights movement, southern liberal journalists played a crucial role in shaping southern 
thought on race and racism. John Kneebone presents a richly detailed intellectual history of southern 
racial liberalism between World War I and World

Alabama and the Borderlands

The books in the Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series demonstrate the University Press of 
Florida’s long history of publishing Latin American and Caribbean studies titles that connect in and 
through Florida, highlighting the connections between the Sunshine State and its neighboring islands. 
Books in this series show how early explorers found and settled Florida and the Caribbean. They 
tell the tales of early pioneers, both foreign and domestic. They examine topics critical to the area 
such as travel, migration, economic opportunity, and tourism. They look at the growth of Florida and 
the Caribbean and the attendant pressures on the environment, culture, urban development, and the 
movement of peoples, both forced and voluntary. The Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series 
gathers the rich data available in these architectural, archaeological, cultural, and historical works, as 
well as the travelogues and naturalists’ sketches of the area prior to the twentieth century, making it 
accessible for scholars and the general public alike. The Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series 
is made possible through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, under the Humanities Open Books program.

Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series

An Old Creed for the New South:Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865–1918 details the 
slavery debate from the Civil War through World War I. Award-winning historian John David Smith 
argues that African American slavery remained a salient metaphor for how Americans interpreted 
contemporary race relations decades after the Civil War. Smith draws extensively on postwar articles, 
books, diaries, manuscripts, newspapers, and speeches to counter the belief that debates over slavery 
ended with emancipation. After the Civil War, Americans in both the North and the South continued to 
debate slavery’s merits as a labor, legal, and educational system and as a mode of racial control. The 



study details how white Southerners continued to tout slavery as beneficial for both races long after 
Confederate defeat. During Reconstruction and after Redemption, Southerners continued to refine 
proslavery ideas while subjecting blacks to new legal, extralegal, and social controls. An Old Creed for 
the New South links pre– and post–Civil War racial thought, showing historical continuity, and treats the 
Black Codes and the Jim Crow laws in new ways, connecting these important racial and legal themes 
to intellectual and social history. Although many blacks and some whites denounced slavery as the 
source of the contemporary “Negro problem,” most whites, including late nineteenth-century historians, 
championed a “new” proslavery argument. The study also traces how historian Ulrich B. Phillips and 
Progressive Era scholars looked at slavery as a golden age of American race relations and shows how 
a broad range of African Americans, including Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois, responded 
to the proslavery argument. Such ideas, Smith posits, provided a powerful racial creed for the New 
South. This examination of black slavery in the American public mind—which includes the arguments of 
former slaves, slaveholders, Freedmen's Bureau agents, novelists, and essayists—demonstrates that 
proslavery ideology dominated racial thought among white southerners, and most white northerners, 
in the five decades following the Civil War.

Organized Labor in the Twentieth-century South

A valuable and compelling portrait of the daily life of Americans during the Victorian era--the fourth 
volume in the Everyday Life in America series

Federal Law and Southern Order

Offers a chronological account of the Civil War, reexamines theories for the South's defeat, and 
analyzes Confederate and Union military strategy

Myth and Southern History: The Old South

Invites Readers of Romans to Expand Their View of God and the Gospel When reading the book of 
Romans, we often focus on the quotable passages, making brief stopovers and not staying long enough 
to grasp some of the big ideas it contains. Instead of raiding Paul's most famous letter for a passage 
here or a theme there, leading New Testament scholar Beverly Roberts Gaventa invites us to linger 
in Romans. She asks that we stay with the letter long enough to see how Romans reframes our tidy 
categories and dramatically enlarges our sense of the gospel. Containing profound insights written in 
accessible prose and illuminating references to contemporary culture, this engaging book explores the 
cosmic dimensions of the gospel that we read about in Paul's letter. Gaventa focuses on four key issues 
in Romans--salvation, identity, ethics, and community--that are crucial both for the first century and for 
our own. As she helps us navigate the book of Romans, she shows that the gospel is far larger, wilder, 
and more unsettling than we generally imagine it to be.

The Papers of Andrew Johnson: 1852-1857

The revised and updated groundbreaking study of the most extensive military operation of the Civil 
War—from the author of Bloody Roads South. The Petersburg campaign began on June 9, 1864, 
and ended on April 3, 1865, when Federal troops at last entered the city. It was the longest and 
most costly siege ever to take place on North American soil, yet it has been overshadowed by other 
actions that occurred at the same time period, most notably Sherman’s famous “March to the Sea,” 
and Sheridan’s celebrated Shenandoah Valley campaign. The ten-month Petersburg affair witnessed 
many more combat actions than the other two combined, and involved an average of 170,000 soldiers, 
not to mention thousands of civilians who were also caught up in the maelstrom. By its bloody end, the 
Petersburg campaign would add more than 70,000 casualties to the war’s total. With the same dogged 
determination that had seen him through the terrible Overland Campaign, Lieutenant General Ulysses 
S. Grant fixed his sights on the capture of Petersburg. Grant’s opponent, General Robert E. Lee, was 
equally determined that the “Cockade City” would not fall. Trudeau crafts this dramatic and moving 
story largely through the words of the men and women who were there, including officers, common 
soldiers, and the residents of Petersburg. What emerges is an epic account rich in human incident 
and adventure. Based on exhaustive research into official records and unpublished memoirs, letters, 
and diaries, as well as published recollections and regimental histories, The Last Citadel also includes 
twenty-three maps and a choice selection of drawings by on-the-spot combat artists.

America's Ancient City



This groundbreaking approach to the study of the fourfold gospel offers a challenging alternative to 
prevailing assumptions about the creation of the gospels and their portraits of Jesus. How and why does 
it matter that we have these four gospels? Why were they placed alongside one another as four parallel 
yet diverse retellings of the same story? Francis Watson, widely regarded as one of the foremost New 
Testament scholars of our time, explains that the four gospels were chosen to give a portrait of Jesus. 
He explores the significance of the fourfold gospel's plural form for those who constructed it and for later 
Christian communities, showing that in its plurality it bears definitive witness to what God has done in 
Jesus Christ. Watson focuses on reading the gospels as a group rather than in isolation and explains 
that the fourfold gospel is greater than, and other than, the sum of its individual parts. Interweaving 
historical, exegetical, and theological perspectives, this book is accessibly written for students and 
pastors but is also of interest to professors and scholars.

The Last of American Freemen

First Published in 2011. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Southern Liberal Journalists and the Issue of Race, 1920-1944

Liberty, one of the most consequential words in our language, is one of the most treasured concepts in 
American thought—and one of the most intensely debated. Its meaning is constantly shifting, changing 
not only from one culture to another but also, over time, within the same culture. No two definitions of 
liberty seem alike. In this subtle and illuminating work Michael Kammen traces the evolving concept of 
liberty throughout American history and provides a solid framework for understanding the meaning of 
the term today. He shows that by the early seventeenth century a tension between liberty and authority 
was well recognized. Throughout the eighteenth century and especially during the American Revolution 
a bond between liberty and property was asserted. By the end of the eighteenth century this concept 
of liberty was so well established that it remained dominant throughout the nineteenth. By the early 
twentieth century, as the notion of social justice gained prominence, liberty and justice were paired 
frequently, and by midcentury the two had become allied to general American values. Since the 1960s 
the union of liberty and equality has been the prevailing notion and achieving them has proved a major 
objective. In a lively and learned manner Kammen also shows that Americans have subscribed to 
different definitions of liberty concurrently. Above all, there has been a steady expansion of what is 
embraced by the concept of liberty. This expansion has created difficulties in public discourse, causing 
groups to misunderstand one another. On the other hand, interpretations of liberty have broadened 
to include such concepts as constraints on authority, a right to privacy, and the protection of personal 
freedoms. In a new preface for this Banner Books edition, Kammen responds to evaluations of earlier 
editions and places his views within the context of more recent studies.



Apalachee

Although many specialized studies have been written about Louisiana's Indian tribes, no complete 
account has appeared regarding their long, varied history. The Historic Indian Tribes of Louisiana: 
From 1542 to the Present is a highly informative study that reconstructs the history and cultural 
evolution of these people. This study identifies tribal groups, charts their migrations within the state, and 
discusses their languages and customs. According to the authors, the first descriptions of Louisiana 
Indians are contained in accounts kept by members of Hernando de Soto's expedition In the 1540s. 
The next recorders of Indian life were the French in the 1700s. European influences irrevocably 
marked the Indians' lives. The natives lost tribal lands to the new settlers and replaced many of their 
weapons and tools with those of the Europeans. Diseases apparently introduced by the Spaniards 
decimated entire tribes and caused the disappearance of certain tribal languages that had never been 
recorded. However, much of Indian material culture has survived even to the present, including the 
dugout canoe, or pirogue, and the beautiful cane basketry of the Chitimacha tribe.According to the 
authors, current figures show that Louisiana has the third largest native American population in the 
eastern United States. Several of Louisiana's present-day Indian tribes, such as the Tunica-Biloxi, 
Choctaw, and Koasati, entered the state in the second half of the eighteenth century. They gradually 
established settlements throughout the state, at times displacing the native tribes. Today, many of 
Louisiana's Indians work in business and industry and as farmers and loggers.The Historic Indian 
Tribes of Louisiana is a valuable contribution to the literature on Louisiana History. It will be of interest 
to anthropologists, geographers, historians, and anyone wanting to know more about these important 
members of Louisiana's population.

An Old Creed for the New South

Since its original publication in 1987, Like a Family has become a classic in the study of American 
labor history. Basing their research on a series of extraordinary interviews, letters, and articles from 
the trade press, the authors uncover the voices and experiences of workers in the Southern cotton mill 
industry during the 1920s and 1930s. Now with a new afterword, this edition stands as an invaluable 
contribution to American social history. "The genius of Like a Family lies in its effortless integration of 
the history of the family--particularly women--into the history of the cotton-mill world.--Ira Berlin, New 
York Times Book Review "Like a Family is history, folklore, and storytelling all rolled into one. It is a 
living, revelatory chronicle of life rarely observed by the academe. A powerhouse.--Studs Terkel "Here 
is labor history in intensely human terms. Neither great impersonal forces nor deadening statistics are 
allowed to get in the way of people. If students of the New South want both the dimensions and the feel 
of life and labor in the textile industry, this book will be immensely satisfying.--Choice

Victorian America

Florida was acquired by the British through diplomacy in 1763 as a spoil of war. This study looks at 
how politicians, entrepreneurs and government officials achieved or failed to achieve their ambitions 
in West Florida, whether the province as a whole was economically viable, and whether the generally 
held belief that West Florida was an economic failure is a fair judgement.

Why the South Lost the Civil War

Connolly argues that Americans, immigrants, and even indigenous people, between the 1890s and the 
1960s, made tremendous investments in racial apartheid, largely in an effort to govern growing cities 
and to unleash the value of land as real estate. Through a focus on South Florida, the book illustrates 
how entrepreneurs used land and debates over property rights to negotiate the workings of Jim Crow 
segregation.

When in Romans

The books in the Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series demonstrate the University Press of 
Florida's long history of publishing Latin American and Caribbean studies titles that connect in and 
through Florida, highlighting the connections between the Sunshine State and its neighboring islands. 
Books in this series show how early explorers found and settled Florida and the Caribbean. They 
tell the tales of early pioneers, both foreign and domestic. They examine topics critical to the area 
such as travel, migration, economic opportunity, and tourism. They look at the growth of Florida and 
the Caribbean and the attendant pressures on the environment, culture, urban development, and the 



movement of peoples, both forced and voluntary. The Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series 
gathers the rich data available in these architectural, archaeological, cultural, and historical works, as 
well as the travelogues and naturalists' sketches of the area in prior to the twentieth century, making it 
accessible for scholars and the general public alike. The Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series 
is made possible through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, under the Humanities Open Books program.

The Last Citadel

Voices of American is a book about women, family values, and making a life in rural America in the 
first half of this century. It distills some 200 oral histories collected from 37 states organized around 
the essential rites and functions of life: growing up, education, courtship, marriage, child rearing, the 
homemaker and her work, the organizations that supported her, and her sense of self.

The Fourfold Gospel

In this enlightening study, Clarence L. Mohr follows the demise of chattel slavery in one state of the 
Confederate South. Like the slavery regime itself, Mohr’s story is biracial in character, embracing the 
perspectives of both blacks and whites as they struggled to comprehend the approach of black freedom 
within a framework of attitudes and assumptions shaped by decades of mutual exposure to Georgia’s 
peculiar institution. By exploring in detail the changing patterns of black-white interaction that preceded 
legal emancipation in 1865, On the Threshold of Freedom defines central tendencies within Georgia 
slavery and suggests important links between antebellum life and the events of early Reconstruction.

America's National Parks and Their Keepers

From reviews of the first edition: "A succinct and informed account of [Flagler's] leadership in transform-
ing Florida's economy."--American Historical Review "An important contribution to the understanding 
of Standard Oil's extended partnership and how the personal desire of Flagler led to the early 
development of Florida's Atlantic Coast."--The Historian Henry M. Flagler (1830-1913), the ambitious 
Gilded Age tycoon who designed and built much of Florida's fashionable east coast, rode to success on 
the rails. As John D. Rockefeller's closest adviser in the 1870s, Flagler helped assemble the Standard 
Oil empire. In this thoroughly researched biography, Akin shows that Flagler understood early in 
his career that cheap freight rates determined industrial profits. Portraying Flagler as an aggressive 
entrepreneur, Akin documents his shrewd negotiations to obtain reduced rates, rebates, and drawbacks 
from the railroads, thus assuring Standard Oil's national domination over oil transportation costs. Flagler 
drove himself as hard as he drove a bargain, obsessed with the desire to create a monument to himself 
that he called "my domain." His legacy was no less than modern Florida. In 1885, at the age of fifty-five, 
he turned his attention away from Standard Oil and began construction of the Ponce de León luxury 
hotel in St. Augustine, the city where he had honeymooned with his second wife. Realizing he could 
never fill its rooms unless better transportation with the North was available, he embarked on the 
second railroad venture of his lifetime, creation of the Florida East Coast Railway. Flagler's resort empire 
eventually included The Breakers in Palm Beach and the Royal Palm in Miami; his Atlantic coast railroad 
extended all the way to Key West, an engineering achievement that was called the "eighth wonder of 
the world." By the beginning of the twentieth century, Flagler dominated not just the resort and railroad 
industries in Florida but steamship and agricultural operations, too. Florida politicians gave his projects 
preferential treatment, even changing the state's divorce law so he could marry for a third time. Woven 
into this biography are details about Flagler's family, personality, three marriages, alienation from his 
only son, and devotion to the Presbyterian church--copy that fueled society gossip columns from New 
York to Palm Beach for decades. Edward N. Akin, author of Mississippi: An Illustrated History and other 
works on southern history, taught at Mississippi College in Clinton. His biography of Henry Flagler won 
the 1985 Phi Alpha Theta manuscript prize.

The Late Prehistoric Southeast

Spheres of Liberty
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