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Out Of Place Madness In The Highlands Of Papua New 
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ences 

Delve into the captivating and sometimes bewildering cultural landscape of the Papua New Guinea 
Highlands, where traditions defy expectations and offer a truly unique and immersive travel experience. 
Explore the vibrant tribal life, witness the 'out of place madness' of rituals and customs, and discover 
the raw beauty of this remote region. Prepare to be challenged and inspired by the sheer diversity and 
resilience of the cultures found within the highlands of Papua New Guinea.

All syllabi are reviewed for clarity, accuracy, and academic integrity.

We truly appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Highlands Papua New Guinea Cultural Exploration you need is ready to 
access instantly.
Every visitor is welcome to download it for free, with no charges at all.

The originality of the document has been carefully verified.
We focus on providing only authentic content as a trusted reference.
This ensures that you receive accurate and valuable information.

We are happy to support your information needs.
Don’t forget to come back whenever you need more documents.
Enjoy our service with confidence.

Across countless online repositories, this document is in high demand.
You are fortunate to find it with us today.
We offer the entire version Highlands Papua New Guinea Cultural Exploration at no cost.

Out of Place

The Kakoli of the Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea (PNG), the focus of this study, did not 
traditionally have a concept of mental illness. They classified madness according to social behaviour, 
not mental pathology. Moreover, their conception of the person did not recognise the same physical and 
mental categories that inform Western medical science, and psychiatry in particular was not officially 
introduced to PNG until the late 1950s. Its practitioners claimed that it could adequately accommodate 
the cultural variation among Melanesian societies. This book compares the intent and practice of 
transcultural psychiatry with Kakoli interpretations of, and responses to, madness, showing the reasons 
for their occasional recourse to psychiatric services. Episodes involving madness, as defined by the 
Kakoli themselves, are described in order to offer a context for the historical lifeworld and praxis of the 
community and raise fundamental questions about whether a culturally sensitive psychiatry is possible 
in the Melanesian context.
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community and raise fundamental questions about whether a culturally sensitive psychiatry is possible 
in the Melanesian context.

Colonizing Madness

In Colonizing Madness Jacqueline Leckie tells a forgotten story of silence, suffering, and transgressions 
in the colonial Pacific. It offers new insights into a history of Fiji by entering the Pacific Islands’ most 
enduring psychiatric institution—St Giles Psychiatric Hospital—established as Fiji’s Public Lunatic 
Asylum in 1884. Her nuanced study reveals a microcosm of Fiji’s indigenous, migrant, and colonial 
communities and examines how individuals and communities lived with the label of madness in an 
ethnically complex island society. Tracking longitudinal change from the 1880s to the present in the 
construction and treatment of mental disorder in Fiji, the book emphasizes the colonization of madness 
across and within the divides of culture, ethnicity, religion, gender, economics, and power. Colonization 
of madness in Fiji was forged by the entanglement of colonial institutions and cultures that reflected 
tensions and prejudices within homes, villages, workplaces, and churches. Mental despair was equally 
an outcome of the destruction and displacement wrought by migration and colonialism. Madness was 
further cast within the wider world of colonial psychiatry, Western biomedicine, and asylum building. 
One of the chapters explores medical discourse and diagnoses within colonial worlds and practices. 
The “community within” the asylum is a feature in Leckie’s study, with attention to patient agency to show 
how those labeled insane resisted diagnoses of their minds, confinement, and constraints—ranging 
from straitjackets to electric shock treatments to drug therapies. She argues that madness in colonial 
Fiji reflects dynamics between the asylum and the community, and that “reading” asylum archives 
sheds new light on race/ethnicity, gender, and power in colonial Fiji. Exploring the meaning of madness 
in Fiji, the author does not shy away from asking controversial questions about how Pacific cultures 
define normality and abnormality and also how communities respond. Carefully researched and clearly 
written, Colonizing Madness offers an engaging narrative, a superb example of an intersectional history 
with a broad appeal to understanding global developments in mental health. Her theses address the 
contradictions of current efforts to discard the asylum model and to make mental health a reality for all 
in postcolonial societies.

Mixed Race Identities in Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands

This volume offers a "southern," Pacific Ocean perspective on the topic of racial hybridity, exploring it 
through a series of case studies from around the Australo-Pacific region, a region unique as a result of 
its very particular colonial histories. Focusing on the interaction between "race" and culture, especially 
in terms of visibility and self-defined identity; and the particular characteristics of political, cultural and 
social formations in the countries of this region, the book explores the complexity of the lived mixed 
race experience, the structural forces of particular colonial and post-colonial environments and political 
regimes, and historical influences on contemporary identities and cultural expressions of mixed-ness.

Mental Health in Asia and the Pacific

This far-reaching volume analyzes the social, cultural, political, and economic factors contributing to 
mental health issues and shaping treatment options in the Asian and Pacific world. Multiple lenses 
examine complex experiences and needs in this vast region, identifying not only cultural issues at the 
individual and collective levels, but also the impacts of colonial history, effects of war and disasters, and 
the current climate of globalization on mental illness and its care. These concerns are located in the 
larger context of physical health and its determinants, worldwide goals such as reducing global poverty, 
and the evolving mental health response to meet rising challenges affecting the diverse populations of 
the region. Chapters focus on countries in East, Southeast, and South Asia plus Oceania and Australia, 
describing: · National history of psychiatry and its acceptance. · Present-day mental health practice and 
services. · Mental/physical health impact of recent social change. · Disparities in accessibility, service 
delivery, and quality of care. · Collaborations with indigenous and community approaches to healing. · 
Current mental health resources, the state of policy, and areas for intervention. A welcome addition to 
the global health literature, Mental Health in Asia and the Pacific brings historical depth and present-day 
insight to practitioners providing services in this diverse area of the world as well as researchers and 
policymakers studying the region.

«Remov'd from human eyes»: Madness and Poetry 1676-1774



The years 1676 and 1774 marked two turning points in the social and legal treatment of madness in 
England. In 1676, London’s Bethlehem Hospital expanded in grand new premises, and in 1774 the 
Madhouses Act attempted to limit confinement of the insane. This study explores almost a century of 
the English history of madness through the texts of five poets who were considered mentally troubled 
according to contemporary standards: James Carkesse, Anne Finch, William Collins, Christopher 
Smart and William Cowper were hospitalized, sequestered or exiled from society. Their works cope 
with representations of insanity, medical definitions or practices, imputed illness, and the judging eye 
of the ‘sane other’, shedding new light on the dis/continuities in the notion of madness of this period.

Spirit & Mind

For more than a century, anthropologists and psychiatrists engage in conversations concerning rela-
tionships between embodied well-being and religion. Taking account of shifting meanings of 'religion' 
in global modernities, the included essays reveal how historically and culturally embedded local 
encounters between psychiatry, religious experience, and ritual healing contribute to an increasing 
diversification of 'mental health.' The multitude of theoretical perspectives and methodological ap-
proaches brought to the field in the global north and the global south introduce novel insights into 
current debates between clinical practitioners, ethnographic fieldworkers, and historians of psychiatry. 
(Series: Culture, Religion and Psychiatry, Vol. 1) [Subject: Psychiatry, Religious Studies, Ethnography, 
Sociology]

Mental Disorder

"This book reflects anthropology's growing encounter with the key "pysch" disciplines (psychology and 
psychiatry) in theorizing and researching mental illness treatment and recovery. Khan summarizes 
new approaches to mental illness, situating them in the context of historical, political, psychoanalytic, 
and postcolonial approaches, and encouraging readers to understand how health, illness, normality, 
and abnormality is constructed and produced. Using case studies from a variety of regions, Khan 
explores what anthropologically informed psychology/psychiatry/medicine can tell us about mental 
illness across cultures."--

Youth Gangs and Street Children

The rapidly expanding population of youth gangs and street children is one of the most disturbing issues 
in many cities around the world. These children are perceived to be in a constant state of destitution, 
violence and vagrancy, and therefore must be a serious threat to society, needing heavy-handed 
intervention and 'tough love' from concerned adults to impose societal norms on them and turn them 
into responsible citizens. However, such norms are far from the lived reality of these children. The 
situation is further complicated by gender-based violence and masculinist ideologies found in the wider 
Ethiopian culture, which influence the proliferation of youth gangs. By focusing on gender as the defining 
element of these children's lives - as they describe it in their own words - this book offers a clear analysis 
of how the unequal and antagonistic gender relations that are tolerated and normalized by everyday 
school and family structures shape their lives at home and on the street.

A Place Against Time

A Place Against Time is an ethnographically focused environmental study of Montane, New Guinea, 
where people were among the world's first to cultivate crops some ten millennia ago, and where today 
an enduring agricultural condition continues. It arranges its account of climate, vegetation topography 
and geology according to their relationship with the soils of the region occupied by Wola speakers in 
the Southern Highlands Province of Papua New Guinea, in the Western Pacific. This book breaks new 
intellectual ground as an ethno-environmental investigation with a soils perspective, ethno-pedology 
being a little researched topic to date.

Humour, Comedy and Laughter

Anthropological writings on humor are not very numerous or extensive, but they do contain a great deal 
of insight into the diverse mental and social processes that underlie joking and laughter. On the basis 
of a wide range of ethnographic and textual materials, the chapters examine the cognitive, social, and 
moral aspects of humor and its potential to bring about a sense of amity and mutual understanding, 
even among different and possibly hostile people. Unfortunately, though, cartoons, jokes, and paro-



dies can cause irremediable distress and offence. Nevertheless, contributors’ cross-cultural evidence 
confirms that the positive aspects of humor far outweigh the danger of deepening divisions and fueling 
hostilities

Biomedical Entanglements

Biomedical Entanglements is an ethnographic study of the Giri people of Papua New Guinea, focusing 
on the indigenous population’s interaction with modern medicine. In her fieldwork, Franziska A. Herbst 
follows the Giri people as they circulate within and around ethnographic sites that include a rural health 
center and an urban hospital. The study bridges medical anthropology and global health, exploring how 
the ‘biomedical’ is imbued with social meaning and how biomedicine affects Giri ways of life.

Substantial Justice

Papua New Guinea's village court system was introduced in 1974, partly in an effort to overcome 
the legal, geographical, and social distance between village societies and the country's formal courts. 
There are now more than 1100 village courts all over PNG, hearing thousands of cases each week. 
This anthropological study is grounded in ethnographic research on three different village courts and 
the communities they serve. It also explores the colonial historical background to the establishment of 
the village court system, and the local and global processes influencing the efforts of village courts to 
deal with everyday disputes among grassroots Melanesians.

Mass Hysteria in Schools

This book comprehensively surveys the colorful history of mass hysteria and kindred phenomena in 
schools, documenting outbreaks of demonic possession during witchcraft scares, to modern incidents 
of collapsing bands, itching frenzies, ghost panics and mystery illnesses. Strange behaviors and 
illnesses in students are examined through the centuries. Possessed children went into trance states 
and began to bark like dogs in 16th and 17th century Holland; an epidemic of twitching, trembling and 
blackout spells swept through European schools during the latter 1800s; an outbreak of Tourette’s-like 
symptoms struck schoolgirls in western New York in 2011-12. In addition to the US and Europe, 
separate chapters detail accounts from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Oceania. A variety of theories 
to explain outbreaks are examined.

Steel to Stone

In this book the late Jeffrey Clark subjects the history of colonialism among the Wiru of Papua New 
Guinea to a fresh and subtle examination. He reflects upon his own fieldwork as an anthropologist 
as he scrutinizes the cultural construction of encounters and exchanges between New Guineans and 
Australians from the 1930s on. Colonized and colonizers alike are the focus of an analysis that draws 
upon theories of culture, temporality, discursive representation, and anthropology in the postcolonial 
era. Steel to Stone offers an original critique of several different theories and perspectives and, in its 
ensemble of frameworks, constitutes a highly innovative contribution to anthropological thinking about 
history and culture. Of especial interest is Clark's application, in a New Guinean context, of Foucault's 
analysis of `the way in which new regimes of power and knowledge are inscribed on the body'. The 
Wiru, faced with the impact of a colonizing culture, are shown to inscribe their own history on the body, 
and to read in it their understanding of particular events. Overall, Clark provides a compelling picture 
of a contemporary Melanesian culture, at the critical point at which the Wiru people are interpreting, 
invoking, and reinventing their history in the context of a developing nation state.

Maring Hunters and Traders

This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California 
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. 
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship 
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.

Outbreak!

From fads, crazes, and manias to collective delusions, scares, panics, and mass hysterias, history is 
replete with examples of remarkable social behavior. Many are fueled by fear and uncertainty; others 
are driven by hope and expectation. For others still, the causes are more obscure. This massive 



collection of extraordinary social behaviors spans more than two millennia, and attempts to place many 
of the episodes within their greater historical and cultural context. Perhaps the most well known example 
of unusual collective behavior occurred in 1938, when a million or more Americans were frightened 
or panicked after listening to a realistic radio drama about a Martian invasion of New Jersey, based 
on an adaptation of the H.G. Wells novel "War of the Worlds." Less known but equally remarkable 
scares based on Wells' book occurred in Chile in 1944 (when Army units were mobilized), in Ecuador 
in 1949 (when riots broke out, leaving more than a dozen dead), as well as in Buffalo in 1968, Rhode 
Island in 1974, and Europe in 1988 and 1998. The modern civilized world is by no means immune 
to such peculiar episodes. In the late 20th century, scores of people in the U.S. and Europe were 
wrongly incarcerated following claims of Satanic ritual abuse by authorities untutored in False Memory 
Syndrome. This episode recalls the European witch terror of the late Middle Ages, when innocent 
people were tortured and executed for consorting with the Devil based on the flimsiest of evidence. 
OUTBREAK! THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY SOCIAL BEHAVIOR is an authoritative 
reference on a broad range of topics: collective behavior, deviance, social and perceptual psychology, 
sociology, history, folklore, religious studies, political science, social anthropology, gender studies, 
critical thinking, and mental health. Never before have so many sources been brought together on the 
mesmerizing topic of collective behavior.

Payback

In this ambitious study, the first monograph on religion and "the logic of retribution," Professor Trompf 
shows how various aspects of "payback," both negative and positive, provide the best indices to an 
understanding of Melanesian views of life. The book explores the reasons why people "pay back" and 
opens up a whole new dimension in the cross-cultural study of human consciousness. The author 
conducts his readers through the most complex anthropological pageant on earth, illustrating his 
arguments from western New Guinea to Fiji.

The Anthropology of Morality in Melanesia and Beyond

The Anthropology of Morality in Melanesia and Beyond examines how Melanesians experience and 
deal with moral dilemmas and challenges. Taking Kenelm Burridge’s seminal work as their starting 
point, the contributors focus upon public situations and types of people that exemplify key ethical con-
tradictions for members of moral communities. While returning to some classical concerns, such as the 
roles of big men and sorcerers, the book opens new territory with richly textured ethnographic studies 
and theoretical reviews that explore the interface between the values associated with indigenous village 
life and the ethical orientations associated with Christianity, the state, the marketplace, and other facets 
of ’modernity'. A major contribution to the emerging field of the anthropology of morality, the volume 
includes some of the most prominent scholars working in the discipline today, including Bruce Knauft, 
Joel Robbins, F.G. Bailey, Deborah Gewertz and Frederick Errington.

From Land to Mouth

After 35 years of research in the New Guinea Highlands, esteemed anthropologist Paul Sillitoe offers a 
comparison of the apparently incomparable: our capitalist economy to the subsistence-cum-exchange 
order of the Wola people in the Was Valley. This is a seminal work intent on reinstating certain core 
values in anthropological scholarship.

Narratives of Nation in the South Pacific

It is striking that in many Pacific nations, 'national' narratives are subordinate to other fundamental 
historical imaginings, such as those concerning local political dynasties and conversion to Christianity. 
While leaders in Pacific states have frequently sought to legitimate new nations through local 'tradition' 
and 'custom', these constructions of identity frequently mask divisions arising from gender, hierarchy, 
and other social relationships. These studies from Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, Samoa and the Cook 
Islands add much to our knowledge of historical imaginings and contemporary culture in the Pacific, 
but raise wider questions concerning the current transformation of national identities.

Black, White and Gold

Australian goldminers were among the first white men to have sustained contact with Papua New 
Guineans. Some Papua New Guineans welcomed them, worked for them, traded with them and learnt 



their skills and soon were mining on their own account. Others met them with hostility, either by direct 
confrontation or by stealthy ambush. Many of the indigenous people and some miners were killed. The 
miners were dependent on the local people for labourers, guides, producers of food and women. Some 
women lived willingly in the miners’ camps, a few were legally married, and some were raped. Working 
conditions for Papua New Guineans on the claims were mixed; some being well treated by the miners, 
others being poorly housed and fed, ill-treated, and subject to devastating epidemics. Conditions were 
rough, not only for them but for the diggers too. This book, republished in its original format, shows 
the differences in the experience of various Papua New Guinean communities which encountered the 
miners and tries to explain these differences. It is a graphic description of what happens when people 
from vastly different cultures meet. The author has drawn on documentary sources and interviews with 
the local people to produce, for the first time, a lively history.

South Coast New Guinea Cultures

The communities of south coast New Guinea were the subject of classic ethnographies, and fresh 
studies in recent decades have put these rich and complex cultures at the centre of anthropological 
debates. Flamboyant sexual practices, such as ritual homosexuality, have attracted particular interest. 
In the first general book on the region, Dr Knauft reaches striking new comparative conclusions 
through a careful ethnographic analysis of sexuality, the status of women, ritual and cosmology, political 
economy, and violence among the region's seven major language-culture areas. The findings suggest 
new Melanesian regional contrasts and provide for a general critique of the way regional comparisons 
are constructed in anthropology. Theories of practice and political economy as well as post-modern 
insights are drawn upon to provide a generative theory of indigenous social and symbolic development.

Islam and Cultural Change in Papua New Guinea

Scholars of religion and policy makers may be surprised at the changes occurring on the second largest 
island of the world that straddles one of the most Christianised and least Christianised areas of the 
world. This book provides an accurate and deeper understanding of the nature of Islam in Papua New 
Guinea, and determines the causes and processes of recent growth in the country’s Muslim population. 
Combining ethnographic, sociological and historical approaches to understanding Islam’s growth in 
Papua New Guinea, the book uses extensive fieldwork, interviews and archival records to look at the 
establishment, institutionalization and growth of Islam in a country that is predominantly Christian. 
It analyses the causes and processes of conversion, and presents a new analytical approach that 
could be used as a basis for analysing Islamic conversions in other parts of the world. Presenting an 
interdisciplinary approach to the study of Islamic conversion thorough the examination of the causes 
and process of Islamic conversion in Papua New Guinea, the book is of interest to students and scholars 
of Asian Religion, Islamic Studies and Cultural Studies.

Catalog of the Robert Goldwater Library, the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Standing on the broken ground of resource extraction settings, the state is sometimes like a chimera: its 
appearance and intentions are misleading and, for some actors, it is unknowable and incomprehensible. 
It may be easily mistaken for someone or something else, like a mining company, for example. With 
rich ethnographic material, this volume tackles critical questions about the nature of contemporary 
states, studied from the perspective of resource extraction projects in Papua New Guinea, Australia and 
beyond. It brings together a sustained focus on the unstable and often dialectical relationship between 
the presence and the absence of the state in the context of resource extraction. Across the chapters, 
contributors discuss cases of proposed mining ventures, existing large-scale mining operations and the 
extraction of natural gas. Together, they illustrate how the concept of absent presence can be brought 
to life and how it can enhance our understanding of the state as well as relations and processes 
forming in extractive contexts, thus providing a novel contribution to the anthropology of the state and 
the anthropology of extraction. ‘The Absent Presence fills a major gap in our knowledge about the 
relationship between states and companies – at a time when resource extraction seems to be more 
contested than ever. Bainton and Skrzypek have curated an incredibly impressive volume that should 
be read by all those interested in exploring corporate and state power, and the ever-present impacts of 
extraction. A highly recommended read.’ — Professor Deanna Kemp, Director of the Centre for Social 
Responsibility in Mining, The University of Queensland ‘Countless books have been written on the 
sovereign state and how it imposes a particular kind of order on economic and social interactions. 
What is original and compelling about this collection is the portrait of how two very different states 



converge when it comes to “extractive ventures”. From the presumption of exclusive sovereignty over 
mineral resources, to the bargains that are struck with major (often global) corporations, and the 
relative indifference to environmental impacts, there is a remarkable consistency in the patterns that 
are referred to as “state effects”. These effects are brought from the background to the foreground in 
this book through the blending of creative and critical thinking with detailed empirical research.’ — Tim 
Dunne, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Professor of International Relations, The University of Queensland 
‘This brilliant and intriguing title provides a timely contribution to understanding the actual functions and 
strategies of state (and state-like) institutions in resource arenas. The dialectics of presence-absence 
and its refractions at different levels and scales of government allow the authors to go beyond stereo-
types about the (strong, weak, failed or corrupt) state, highlighting more commonalities than expected 
between Papua New Guinea and Australia, and even New Caledonia.’ — Dr Pierre-Yves Le Meur, 
Anthropologist, Senior Researcher, French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development, 
Joint Research Unit SENS (Knowledge Environment Society)

The Absent Presence of the State in Large-Scale Resource Extraction Projects

Examining the ability of the media to whip up a panic and our tendency to fall victim to mass delusion 
and hysteria, this title discusses America's "kissing bug" scare of 1899; Seattle's atomic fallout fiasco 
of 1954; the phantom slasher of Taipei in 1956; Belgium's recent Coca-Cola poisoning scare and the 
"mad gasser" of Mattoon, and more.

Protest and Dissent in the Colonial Pacific

A study of cultural change through the study of the Christianization of the Urapmin, a Melanesian 
society in Papua New Guinea.

Parliament of a Thousand Tribes: Papua New Guinea

Based around the case study of a single village in Papua New Guinea, 'Pathways to Heaven' examines 
the tensions, antagonisms and outright confrontations that can occur within local Christian communities 
upon the arrival of global versions of fundamentalism.

The Roman Catholic Church's Participation in the Ecumenical Movement in Papua New Guinea

The German version of this work has a long tradition, and this fourth edition is the first to see an 
English version. Its main feature is the international approach regarding both authors and topics. The 
four internationally renowned editors were able to acquire the leading specialists for each field as 
contributors to the book. No less than 120 authors, half of them from non-German speaking countries, 
ensure an extremely high standard and that cross-cultural aspects are considered. Another major 
feature is that the book presents the evidence such that it may be examined from at least four different 
entry points -- via basic disciplines of psychiatric knowledge about groups defined by demographic 
criteria. Detailed linkages to other chapters allow the inclusion of neighbouring disciplines, such as the 
neurosciences and molecular biology. Contemporary Psychiatry is also unique in including chapters 
on psychiatric disorders caused by catastrophes, disasters etc. -- aspects totally neglected by normal 
textbooks. While this book gives an overall view of the state of the art of psychiatric knowledge, it even 
goes so far as to suggest future perspectives.

Panic Attacks
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A Bibliography of Medicine and Human Biology of Papua New Guinea



General study of Pacific - covers historical and geographical aspects, the demographic aspects 
and social structures, living conditions, religion, traditions, cultural factors, education, governmental 
systems, political leadership, the economic structure, banking, trade, transportation, tourism, economic 
resources, etc. Bibliography pp. 463 to 465, map and references.

Becoming Sinners

Pathways to Heaven
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