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The Kalahari Typing School For Men

THE FOURTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one with 
the rival detective . . . Mma Ramotswe faces the unexpected and unwelcome appearance in town of a 
new private detective, Mr Cephas Buthelezi. To ensure she does not lose clients to him, she takes on 
several cases at once, including those of an errant husband and of a man targeted by ostrich rustlers. 
Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi has decided to set up a typing school to teach men some useful skills - but 
Mma Ramotswe fears her secretary is falling under the spell of a man who does not have her best 
interests at heart . . .

The Kalahari Typing School for Men

Sleuth Precious Ramotswe is asked to locate two women, her assistant starts a typing school for men, 
and the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency gets a competitor when a new agency opens.

The Kalahari Typing School for Men

THE NO. 1 LADIES DETECTIVE AGENCY. FOR ALL CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS AND ENQUIRIES. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL PARTIES. UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. A beguil-
ing mystery and lyrical novel of Africa -- the fourth in a series that the L.A. Times calls “thoroughly 
engaging and entertaining.” Now that The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency (the only detective agency 
for ladies and others in Botswana) is established, its founder, Precious Ramotswe, can look upon her 
life with pride: she’s reached her late thirties (“the finest age to be”), has a house, two children, a good 
fiancé -- Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni -- and many satisfied customers. But life is never without its problems. 
It turns out that her adopted son is responsible for the dead hoopoe bird in the garden; her assistant, 
Mma Makutsi, wants a husband and needs help with her idea to open the Kalahari Typing School for 
Men; yet Mma Ramotswe’s sexist rival has no trouble opening his Satisfaction Guaranteed Detective 
Agency across town. Will Precious Ramotswe’s delightfully cunning and profoundly moral methods save 
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the day? Follow the continuing story of Botswana’s first lady detective in the irresistible The Kalahari 
Typing School for Men.

The Kalahari Typing School for Men

THE NO. 1 LADIES DETECTIVE AGENCY. FOR ALL CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS AND ENQUIRIES. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL PARTIES. UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. A beguil-
ing mystery and lyrical novel of Africa -- the fourth in a series that the L.A. Times calls “thoroughly 
engaging and entertaining.” Now that The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency (the only detective agency 
for ladies and others in Botswana) is established, its founder, Precious Ramotswe, can look upon her 
life with pride: she’s reached her late thirties (“the finest age to be”), has a house, two children, a good 
fiancé -- Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni -- and many satisfied customers. But life is never without its problems. It 
turns out that her adopted son is responsible for the dead hoopoe bird in the garden; her assistant, Mma 
Makutsi, wants a husband and needs help with her idea to open the Kalahari Typing School for Men; 
yet Mma Ramotswe’s sexist rival has no trouble opening his Satisfaction Guaranteed Detective Agency 
across town. Will Precious Ramotswe’s delightfully cunning and profoundly moral methods save the 
day? Follow the continuing story of Botswana’s first lady detective in the irresistibleThe Kalahari Typing 
School for Men.

Morality For Beautiful Girls

THE THIRD BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one with 
the boy who might have been raised by lions . . . Facing financial trouble, the No. 1 Ladies' Detective 
Agency is obliged to move into the same premises as Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors. And on top of her 
domestic complications with her fiance Mr J. L. B. Matekoni and his adopted children, Motholeli and 
Puso, Mma Ramotswe faces several challenging cases. These include some unattractive behaviour 
among the contestants in a beauty pageant, and the perplexing discovery of a boy running wild, who 
smells of lion . . . 'Unalloyed pleasure' Sunday Telegraph

Tears of the Giraffe

THE SECOND BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one 
where Precious gains a new family . . . Mma Ramotswe of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency is hoping 
to set up home with Mr J.L.B. Maketoni. But first she must deal with his scheming, misbehaving maid. 
She also has to confront the most difficult case of her career so far: that of an American who went 
missing ten years ago, and about whom all leads have long since dried up. Then there are not one, but 
two sudden additions to Mma's family . . .

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Box Set (Books 2-4)

Here are three heartwarming books in Alexander McCall Smith’s No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 
Series—now available in a convenient ebook box set. This box set includes books 2-4 of the series: 
Tears of the Giraffe, Morality for Beautiful Girls, and The Kalahari Typing School for Men. Fans around 
the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor, Precious 
Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help 
from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good 
humor, and the occasional cup of tea.

The Full Cupboard Of Life

THE FIFTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one where 
J. L. B. Matekoni takes a great leap . . . Once again, Mma Ramotswe is asked to look into the love lives 
of fellow Botswanans: a rich woman has a number of suitors and wants her to investigate their motives. 
But to tell the truth, it is her own love life about which Precious wants answers. She has been engaged 
to Mr J.L.B. Matekoni for so long that she is starting to wonder if they will ever marry. His mind, though, 
is elsewhere - Mma Potokwani has persuaded him to perform a parachute jump for charity, and he is 
not happy about it at all . . .

Tea Time For The Traditionally Built

THE TENTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one where 
Mma Makutsi has a love rival . . . Mma Makutsi's engagement to Phuti Radiphuti has progressed 



smoothly so far, but suddenly there is trouble in the form of her glamorous, empty-headed rival Violet 
Sephotho. While solving the amorous problems of her neighbours and clients is where Mma Ramotswe 
excels, the world of football is decidedly less familiar - however, when the owner of the Kalahari 
Swoopers comes to the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency, she promises to find the traitor among the 
team's ranks.

Blue Shoes and Happiness

In this seventh installment in the internationally bestselling, universally beloved series, there is consid-
erable excitement at the shared premises of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency and Tlokweng Road 
Speedy Motors. A cobra has been found in Precious Ramotswe’s office. Then a nurse from a local 
medical clinic reveals to Mma Ramotswe that faulty blood-pressure readings are being recorded there. 
And it looks as though Aunty Emang, the advice columnist in the local newspaper, may not be what 
she seems. It all means a lot of work for Mma Ramotswe and her inestimable assistant, Grace Makutsi, 
and they are, of course, up to the challenge. But there’s trouble brewing in Mma Makutsi’s own life. Her 
greedy uncles are demanding an extra-large bride price from her well-to-do fiancé, a man of substance, 
Phuti Radiphuti, and though money may buy her that fashionably narrow (and uncomfortable) pair of 
blue shoes, it won’t buy her the happiness that Mma Ramotswe promises her she’ll find in simpler 
things – in contentment with the world and enough tea to smooth over the occasional bumps in the 
road.

The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine

THE SIXTEENTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE SERIES The one with Mma 
Ramotswe's summer holiday . . . Mma Ramotswe is taking a break, leaving important tasks in the 
capable hands of Mma Makutsi, co-director of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency. But Mma Ramotswe 
soon finds herself interfering in cases (secretly, or so she intends). While on 'holiday', she delves into 
the past of a man whose reputation is brought into question, she is called upon to rescue a small boy 
- and discovers Violet Sephotho's latest underhand business endeavour: the No. 1 Ladies' Secretarial 
College. Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi hires a part-time science teacher as an assistant, and suspects that 
her authority is being undermined. Will Mma Ramotswe be caught out?

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Collection

The latest instalment from the beloved THE NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY series Mma 
Ramotswe knows she is very lucky indeed. She has a loving family, good friends and a thriving 
business doing what she enjoys most: helping people. But the latest mystery she is called upon to 
solve is distinctly trickier than it initially appears, and, of course, there's plenty to handle in her personal 
life between Charlie and his new bride and Mma Makutsi and her talking shoes. In the end, Mma 
Ramotswe's patience and common-sense will win out, and, without a doubt, all will be the better for it.



The Joy and Light Bus Company

THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY - Book 13 Fans around the world adore the best-selling 
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier 
lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace 
Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional 
cup of tea. Precious Ramotswe is haunted by a repeated dream: a vision of a tall, strange man who 
waits for her beneath an acacia tree. Odd as this is, she’s far too busy to worry about it. The best 
apprentice at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors is in trouble with the law and stuck with the worst lawyer 
in Gaborone. Grace Makutsi and Phuti Radiphuti are building the house of their dreams, but their builder 
is not completely on the up and up. And, most shockingly, Mma Potokwane, defender of Botswana’s 
weak and downtrodden, has been dismissed from her post as matron at the orphan farm. Can the 
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency help restore the beloved matron to her rightful position? As wealthy 
and powerful influences at the orphan farm become allied against their friend, help arrives from an 
unexpected visitor: the tall stranger from Mma Ramotswe’s dreams, who turns out to be none other 
than the estimable Clovis Andersen, author of the No. 1 Ladies’ prized manual, The Principles of Private 
Detection. Together, Mma Ramotswe, Mma Makutsi, and their teacher-turned-colleague help right this 
injustice and in the process discover something new about being a good detective. BONUS MATERIAL: 
This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Alexander McCall Smith's The Minor Adjustment Beauty 
Salon.

The Limpopo Academy of Private Detection

THE TWENTIETH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one 
with the mysterious reverend . . . At a local wedding, Mma Ramotswe reunites with a friend whose 
daughter has inexplicably turned away from her. Elsewhere, several ladies in the region fall under the 
spell of a charismatic self-styled reverend. With little work on at the agency, Precious and Mma Makutsi 
see no harm in looking into such curious events. Meanwhile, Charlie is anxious. How can he, the 
part-time detective, secure his love's hand in marriage? Even in the quietest months, it seems, there's 
plenty for the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency to investigate . . . (To the Land of Long Lost Friends is the 
20th book in The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series, but you may enjoy reading the series in any 
order.) 'Irresistible' The Times 'Every page contains a gem of wit and insight' Scotsman

To the Land of Long Lost Friends

Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor, 
Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with 
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, 
good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. There is rarely a dull moment in the life of Precious 
Ramotswe, and on Zebra Drive and Tlokweng Road many changes are afoot. Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni 
wants be put in charge of a case involving an errant husband, and Mma Makutsi is considering leaving 
the agency, taking her near perfect score on the Botswana Secretarial College typing exam with her. 
Meanwhile, Mma Ramotswe has been asked to investigate a series of unexpected deaths at the 
hospital in Mochudi. Along the way, she encounters other tricky mysteries, and once again displays 
her undying love for Botswana, a country of which she is justly proud.

The Good Husband of Zebra Drive

THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The 
one with the woman who lost her past . . . Precious Ramotswe and Grace Makutsi's friendship is tested 
by a curious case: a client who left Botswana thirty years ago and remembers little of her past. The 
quest for the truth takes the detectives in very different directions - but what if they are both wrong? 
Meanwhile, Fanwell adopts a stray dog, Mr Polopetsi becomes entangled in a tricky business deal 
and Violet Sephotho could be running for a prestigious award. Can Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi 
move beyond their differing views to solve the case and bring harmony to the agency?

Precious and Grace

THE FIFTEENTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The one 
with Mma Makutsi's ambitious plan . . . Change is afoot at the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency when 
Mma Makutsi arrives with a business plan for its proprietress, as well as an outline of her new venture: 



the Handsome Man's De Luxe Cafe. In the course of one turbulent day, the agency gains a dubiously 
qualified Assistant Detective and takes on the challenge of identifying a lady with no name and no 
memory. But when Mma Makutsi's entrepreneurial future comes under threat, Charlie is led astray 
and Violet Sephotho turns restaurant critic, only Mma Ramotswe's infallible instincts can transform 
disruption into a force for good.

The Handsome Man's De Luxe Café

Here is the fifth novel in the internationally bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency hit series. Once 
again we are transported to Gaborone, capital city of Botswana, and into the world of Mma Ramotswe 
and her friends. THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY. FOR ALL CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 
AND ENQUIRIES. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL PARTIES. UNDER PERSONAL MAN-
AGEMENT. Mma Ramotswe and Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni are still engaged, but with no immediate plans 
to get married. Mma Ramotswe wonders when a wedding date will be named, but she is anxious 
to avoid putting pressure on her fiancé. For indeed he has other things on his mind -- particularly a 
frightening request (involving a parachute jump) made by Mma Potokwani, the persuasive matron of 
the orphan farm. Mma Ramotswe herself has weighty matters on her mind. She has been approached 
by a wealthy lady to check up on several suitors. Are these men interested in her or just her money? 
This may be difficult to find out, but it’s just the kind of case Mma Ramotswe likes and she is, as we 
know, a very intuitive lady. Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi -- plucky assistant detective and deputy manager 
of the Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors garage -- is moving. Her entrepreneurial venture, the Kalahari 
Typing School for Men, is thriving and with this new income she has rented two rooms in a house. Her 
spare time is occupied with planning the move, the décor and her new life in a house with running water 
all to herself. In the background of all this is Botswana, a country of empty spaces and echoing skies, 
a country so beautiful and entrancing that it breaks your heart. Mma Ramotswe has prepared the bush 
tea and is waiting for us to join her.

The Full Cupboard of Life

The first book in the multi-million copy bestselling No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series The one 
where it all begins Mma Ramotswe is the proud proprietor of the finest ladies' detective agency in all 
Botswana (also the only one). She spends her time, with a cup of redbush tea beneath the acacia tree, 
waiting for clients. When they come along, whether it is to enquire after a missing spouse or check 
the identity of a long-lost father, it is not The Principles of Private Detection that helps her to solve 
cases but old-fashioned common sense and a warm-hearted understanding of the fallibility of human 
nature - especially that of men. 'Among the greatest comfort-reads of all time' Sunday Times 'Jolly 
and exhilarating' Sunday Telegraph 'The Miss Marple of Botswana' New York Times Book Review 'A 
publishing phenomenon' Guardian

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency

In the ninth installment of this infinitely enjoyable and bestselling series, Precious Ramotswe is doing 
what she does best–solving crimes and taking care of business: her own and everybody else’s. 
Investigating her latest case, Mma Ramotswe has to trek to a game preserve, where she rediscovers 
the breathtaking beauty of her beloved Botswana. She is there to uncover the truth about an elderly 
American traveller whose safari proved to be his last journey. What she discovers is a surprise to 
everyone concerned. Meanwhile, problems are also brewing back at the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective 
Agency: Mma Makutsi has instituted the Complaint Half Hour in order to air her grievances–which 
works well for her until Mma Ramotswe decides to institute her own version. And life is no less 
complicated at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, where Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni–Mma Ramotswe’s estimable 
husband–has suddenly decided to mortgage the garage. But without a doubt–and after several cups 
of bush tea–Precious Ramotswe will make sure, as only she can, that everything turns out as it should.

The Miracle at Speedy Motors

The latest instalment from the beloved THE NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY series Catch up on 
the latest from Mma Ramotswe, Mma Makutsi and other favourites in this new instalment of Alexander 
McCall Smith's The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series. As the temperature rises in Gaborone, 
Precious Ramotswe, founder of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency, wonders whether the heat could 
be the reason that business is particularly slow. Luckily, a slower pace in life is her natural preference, 
unlike her colleague Mma Makutsi, who is alert to every passing observation and inclined to making 



snap decisions. With fewer cases to handle, Precious has time to contemplate her new neighbours, 
a couple who, by the sounds of it, have a rather volatile relationship . . . But then a distant cousin of 
Mma Ramotswe's comes to the agency with a plea for help, and the ladies decide to pursue the issue 
together. Armed with Mma Ramotswe's circumspection and Mma Makutsi's sharp eye, they proceed 
with confidence and open hearts. What, after all, could be more straightforward than a family matter? 
Meanwhile, their colleague Charlie is behaving oddly, borrowing Mma Ramotswe's van and returning it 
in an unusual condition. Digging a little deeper, the explanation is both strange and extraordinary, and 
takes Charlie, along with Mma Ramotswe's husband, Mr J. L. B. Matekoni, on a hair-raising night-time 
expedition. In the end, Precious is reminded of the need to view a picture from every angle, to accept 
the imperfections in people and situations, and then find a solution - preferably over a delicious slice of 
her friend Mma Potokwani's fruit cake. 'Irresistible' The Times 'Every page contains a gem of wit and 
insight' Scotsman

How to Raise an Elephant

The best-selling author of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series deftly escorts Jane Austen’s 
beloved, meddlesome heroine into the twenty-first century in this delightfully inventive retelling. The 
summer after university, Emma Woodhouse returns home to live with her widowed father and launch 
her interior design business. Apart from cultivating grand career plans and managing her father’s 
hypochondria, Emma busies herself with the two things she does best: matchmaking and offering 
advice on everything from texting etiquette to first date destinations. Happily, this summer presents 
abundant opportunities for both, as old and new friends are drawn into the sphere of Emma’s counsel: 
George Knightley, her principled brother-in-law; Frank Churchill, the attractive stepson of her former 
governess; Harriet Smith, a naïve but enchanting young teacher’s assistant at the local language 
school; and the perfect (and perfectly vexing) Jane Fairfax. Carriages have been replaced by Mini 
Coopers and cups of tea by cappuccinos, but Alexander McCall Smith’s sparkling satire and cozy 
sensibility are the perfect match for Jane Austen’s beloved tale.

Emma: A Modern Retelling

Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor, 
Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with 
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, 
good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Precious is busier than usual at the detective agency when 
she discovers an intruder in her house on Zebra Drive—and perhaps even more baffling—a pumpkin 
on her porch. Her associate, Mma Makutsi, also has a full plate. She's taken up dance lessons, only 
to be partnered with a man with two left feet. And at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, where Mr J.L.B. 
Matekoni is already overburdened with work, one of his apprentices has run off with a wealthy older 
woman. But what finally rattles Mma Ramotswe’s normally unshakable composure is a visitor who 
forces her to confront a difficult secret from her past.

In the Company of Cheerful Ladies

The key to contentment in the Scottish climate is the right attitude to rain - just as in life the key to 
happiness lies in making the best of what you have. Bruised in love by her faithless Irish husband, 
Isabel Dalhousie is a connoisseur of intimate moral issues: she edits a philosophical journal and 
spends a great deal of her time considering how to improve the lives of those around her. There is 
her housekeeper Grace, whose future she must secure; her niece Cat, who is embarking on a new 
relationship with a dubious workaholic mummy's boy; and even an American couple newly arrived 
in Edinburgh on a tour. And then there is Jamie, Cat's ex-boyfriend, a handsome, gifted musician 
fourteen years Isabel's junior, with whom she is slowly and hopelessly falling in love. Intensely thoughtful 
and consistently entertaining, THE RIGHT ATTITUDE TO RAIN is shot through with compassion and 
unassuming intelligence.

The Right Attitude To Rain

It takes a lot to get under the skin of Cornelius 'Fatty O'Leary, but then there is a lot of skin to get 
under. The heroically proportioned Fatty can normally take life as it comes. Right at home in easy-going 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, he is happily married to his childhood sweetheart Betty, and likes nothing better 
than the company of good friends Tubby O'Rourke and Porky Flanagan. But when Fatty and Betty head 
off to Ireland on the trip of a lifetime, they find that they have left their comfort zone far behind. Calamity 



and mayhem ensue as one mishap after another befalls the beleaguered couple. Can Fatty's broad 
shoulders take the strain or will he suffer one indignity too many? Will he get his just deserts, or just 
dessert?

Fatty O'Leary's Dinner Party

From the author of the global best-seller, The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency, comes a brand new 
serial novel set in the heart of London. 'Corduroy Mansions is the affectionate nickname given to a 
genteelly crumbling mansion block in London's vibrant Pimlico. This is the home patch of - among 
others - a lovelorn literary agent, possibly the first ever nasty Liberal Democrat MP and Freddie de la 
Hay, an urbane terrier trained to be vegetarian and respectful of feline rights. Loafers, wine merchants, 
vitamin evangelists and the occasional psychoanalyst pass each other on the stairs of this delightful 
metropolitan des res. With his trademark wit, charm and lightness of touch, Alexander McCall Smith 
introduces a colourful cast of characters, full of the life, laughter and humanity so beloved in his writing.

Corduroy Mansions

Trouble is brewing in Egypt at the close of 1914 and no one will escape the coming tempest. With the 
world at war, Amelia Peabody and her husband Radcliffe Emerson have returned to Cairo for another 
season of archaeological excavation—despite the increasing danger of an attack on the Suez Canal 
and on Egypt itself. A terrible conflict looms. A long-simmering love affair is resolved. A dastardly plot 
unfolds. There is no escaping the furious storm that now threatens the Emersons and their world—so 
Amelia plunges right into it.

He Shall Thunder in the Sky

The second book in Alexander McCall Smith's new DETECTIVE VARG series . . . 'Reading the novel 
feels like a form of meditation . . . There is much to enjoy' Scotsman Spring is coming slowly to Sweden 
- though not quite as slowly as Detective Ulf Varg's promised promotion at the Department of Sensitive 
Crimes. For Varg, referred by his psychoanalyst to group therapy at Malmö's Wholeness Centre, life now 
seems mostly a circle of self-examination, something which may or may not be useful when it comes to 
the nature of his profession and the particularly sensitive cases that have recently come to light. All in a 
day's work for Detective Varg, except that one of his new investigations involves fellow detective Anna; 
it will require every ounce of self-discipline he has in order to remain professional. The other, more 
curious case is centred around internationally successful novelist Nils Personn-Cederström. According 
to his girlfriend, Cederström is being blackmailed - but by whom and for what reason? Accompanied 
by his irritating but kindly colleague Blomquist, Varg begins his enquiries and soon the answers fall 
neatly into place. Nothing and no one is ever that simple, however, and not for the first time he learns 
as much about his own emotional and moral landscape as he does about the motives of others. Now 
Varg must make a possibly life-changing decision. Will he choose his own happiness over that of his 
heart's desire?

The Talented Mr Varg

A high school girl, her father, and her math teacher: through this unlikely trio, Leah Hager Cohen 
charts the complexities of the human heart as only she can. Esker (she prefers to go solely by her 
last name) is a thirty-one-year-old high school teacher at the Prospect School in Brooklyn who, after 
various heartbreaks and disappointments, has found a quiet resolve in her lonely spinster routine. But 
when a mysterious fall leaves her star math student injured and housebound until exams, Esker begins 
tutoring the precocious teenager at home. And soon, much against her will, she begins falling edgily, 
haltingly in love with the girl's father. Charged with Esker's own irreverence and wit, Heart, You Bully, 
You Punk sweeps us irresistibly into her profound and wistful struggle to unite the rest of her self with 
her unruly heart.

Heart, You Bully, You Punk

Clover has loved James for as long as she can remember, since before she knew what what love 
was. But fate seems determined to keep them apart. As children, Clover and James played beside a 
turquoise sea under cloudless skies, their Caribbean island home a place of pleasure and privilege, of 
lush lawns and tennis parties. In such a paradise nothing should obstruct the kind of happiness Clover 
dreams of, except that, as she discovers, true love is often harder than paradise allows for. And when 



Clover's mother falls out of love with her husband, a web of complications is woven that may take Clover 
a lifetime to unravel. If she ever can . . . Tender and true, The Forever Girl traces love's unpredictable 
path to maturity with style, wit and feeling.

The Forever Girl

THE FIRST INSTALLMENT OF THE MUCH-LOVED ISABEL DALHOUSIE SERIES Amateur sleuth 
Isabel Dalhousie is a philosopher who also uses her training to solve unusual mysteries. Isabel is 
Editor of the Review of Applied Ethics - which addresses such questions as 'Truth telling in sexual 
relationships' - and she also hosts The Sunday Philosophy Club at her house in Edinburgh. Behind 
the city's Georgian facades its moral compasses are spinning with greed, dishonesty and murderous 
intent. Instinct tells Isabel that the young man who tumbled to his death in front of her eyes at a concert 
in the Usher Hall didn't fall. He was pushed. With Isabel Dalhousie Alexander McCall Smith introduces 
a new and pneumatic female sleuth to tackle murder, mayhem - and the mysteries of life. As her hero 
WH Auden maintained, classic detective fiction stems from a desire for an uncorrupted Eden which 
the detective, as an agent of God, can return to us. But then Isabel, being a philosopher, has a thing or 
two to say about God as well. The Sunday Philosophy Club is the first book in the series, but you may 
enjoy reading the series in any order.

The Sunday Philosophy Club

With a failed marriage behnd her, La -- short for Lavender -- moves to the Suffolk countryside to nurse 
her broken heart on the eve of the Second World War. Lonely and at a loss, a friend encourages her to 
bring the villagers and the men from the local airbase together by forming an amateur orchestra. One 
of her musician recruits is Feliks, a handsome and enigmatic Polish refugee. A friendship begins to 
blossom between the two, and La finds her feelings stirring to life again. Poignant, tender and inspiring, 
La's Orchestra Saves the World celebrates the power of love and friendship in the collective tragedy of 
war, as well as the extraordinary healing power of music.

La's Orchestra Saves The World

THE FOURTEENTH BOOK IN THE BELOVED NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES The 
one with the one hundred per cent new addition . . . There are joyful tidings at the No. 1 Ladies' Detective 
Agency with the arrival of Mma Makutsi's baby. However, while her assistant is busy with motherhood, 
Mma Ramotswe must tackle tea-making and detective work alone. Well-known troublemaker Violet 
Sephotho may or may not be behind a smear campaign against the Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon, 
and a dispute over the will of a local dignitary points to a shocking family secret. But the agency is 
resilient, adaptable and open to useful lessons - in particular, that our enemies and allies are not always 
obvious.

The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon

Well before Precious Ramotswe founded her Number One Ladies' Detective Agency, as an 
eight-year-old girl she was already solving mysteries. Here, in this delightful, enchanting tale for 
children, we find out just who has been stealing her schoolfriends' snacks and how the young Precious 
became the crafty and intuitive private investigator we all know and love!

Precious and the Monkeys

'I love this city, and always shall. I write about it. I dream about it. I walk its streets and see something 
new each day - traces of faded lettering on the stone, still legible, but just; some facade that I have 
walked past before and not noticed; an unregarded doorway with the names, in brass, of those who 
lived there sixty years ago, the bell-pulls sometimes still in place, as if one might summon long-departed 
residents from their slumbers.'Edinburgh is a city of stories - a place that has witnessed everything 
from great historical upheavals, to the individual lives of a remarkable cast of characters. Every spire, 
cobblestone, bridge, close and avenue has a tale to tell.In this sumptuous new book, Alexander McCall 
Smith curates his own, distinctive story of Edinburgh - combining his affectionate, incisive wit with a 
wealth of stunning imagery drawn from Scotland's national collection of architecture and archaeology. 
Through a series of photographs, maps, drawings and paintings - many never before published - he 
takes the reader on a unique tour. Just like the city's architecture, the book can move in an instant from 
sweeping views to secret, hidden vignettes. This is a story of famous landmarks and lost buildings; the 



people who made them; the people who lived in them.A Work of Beauty is an intimate portrait of a city 
by one of Scotland's greatest storytellers.

A Work of Beauty

'While My Italian Bulldozer certainly advocates a kind, considerate, some might even say old-fashioned 
approach to resolving affairs of the heart, it also succeeds in subtly, almost imperceptibly ripping up 
the traditional rules of the romantic comedy and creating something refreshingly original' Scotsman 
When writer Paul Stewart heads to the idyllic Italian town of Montalcino to finish his already late book, 
it seems like the perfect escape from stressful city life. Upon landing, however, things quickly take a turn 
for the worse when he discovers his hired car is nowhere to be found. With no record of any reservation 
and no other cars available it looks like Paul is stuck at the airport. That is, until an enterprising stranger 
offers him an unexpected alternative. While there may be no cars available there is something else on 
offer: a bulldozer. With little choice in the matter, Paul accepts and so begins a series of laugh out loud 
adventures through the Italian countryside, following in the wake of Paul and his Italian Bulldozer. A 
story of unexpected circumstance and lesson in making the best of what you have, My Italian Bulldozer 
is a warm holiday read guaranteed to put a smile on your face.

My Italian Bulldozer

The eighth installment in the universally beloved, internationally bestselling series. In the life of Mma 
Ramotswe – a woman duly proud of her fine traditional build – there is rarely a dull moment, and in 
her newest round of adventures, challenges and intrigues, the same certainly holds true. But one thing 
above all else is keeping her occupied – her estimable husband, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni. He has been 
hinting for some time now that he intends to do something special for their adopted daughter, Motholeli, 
and it seems that the time for this good deed has come. Of course, good deed or not, his plan is bound 
to hit some snags. And that’s when he will undoubtedly consider himself doubly – perhaps even triply 
– lucky to be married to the ever-resourceful, ever-understanding Precious Ramotswe.

The Good Husband of Zebra Drive

Includes brilliant baboon facts! Akimbo loves his life in Africa and the animals that live there. In this 
newest Akimbo story, a lady comes to study the baboons in the game reserve where Akimbo's father 
is the head ranger. Akimbo is keen to help and find out all he can about baboons - and in so doing 
comes closer to a much more dangerous animal …

Akimbo and the Baboons
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