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Explore the complex tapestry of British public policy from 1776 to 1939, analyzing the significant 
economic, social, and political transformations that shaped the United Kingdom. This comprehensive 
perspective offers invaluable insights into the historical forces driving policy development and their 
lasting impact on British society and governance.

These textbooks cover a wide range of subjects and are updated regularly to ensure 
accuracy and relevance.
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British and Public Policy 1776-1939

An account of the evolution of British public policy from the Industrial Revolution to 1939.

The Challenge of Hegemony

The Challenge of Hegemony explains how international forces subtly influence foreign, economic, and 
security policies of declining world powers. Using detail-rich case studies, this sweeping study inte-
grates domestic and systemic policy to explain these countries' grand strategies. The book concludes 
with a discussion of the implications for the future of American foreign policy. "His conceptually rigorous 
and tightly reasoned study . . . reminds us that power is never value neutral but organizes commercial 
systems in liberal or imperial terms." ---Perspectives on Politics "Lobell's book is tightly written, nicely 
argued and thoroughly researched to a fault. He seems to delight in historical detail. The complexity 
of his approach is refreshing." ---International Affairs "The Challenge of Hegemony is a pleasure to 
read. It is both theoretically sophisticated and empirically rich." ---International Studies Review "The 
Challenge of Hegemony offers a compelling reinterpretation of key historical cases and provides wise 
guidance as to how the United States should wield its power today." --Charles A. Kupchan, Council 
on Foreign Relations "Lobell demonstrates clearly how the international environment confronting great 
powers interacts with their domestic political coalitions to produce different grand strategies. Through a 
masterful sweep of history, Lobell shows us the alternative trajectories before the United States today." 
--David A. Lake, University of California, San Diego

Federalism and Social Policy
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Federalism and Social Policy focuses on the crucial question: Is a strong and egalitarian welfare state 
compatible with federalism? In this carefully curated collection, Scott L. Greer, Heather Elliott, and 
the contributors explore the relationship between decentralization and the welfare state to determine 
whether or not decentralization has negative consequences for welfare. The contributors examine a 
variety of federal countries, including Spain, Canada, and the United Kingdom, asking four key ques-
tions related to decentralization: (1) Are there regional welfare states (such as Scotland, Minnesota, 
etc.)? (2) How much variation is there in the structures of federal welfare states? (3) Is federalism 
bad for welfare? (4) Does austerity recentralize or decentralize welfare states? By focusing on money 
and policy instead of law and constitutional politics, the volume shows that federalism shapes regional 
governments and policies even when decentralization exists.

A Mad, Bad, and Dangerous People?

In a period scarred by apprehensions of revolution, war, invasion, poverty and disease, elite members 
of society lived in fear of revolt. Boyd Hilton examines the changes in society between 1783-1846 and 
the transformations from raffish and rakish behaviour to the new norms of Victorian respectability.

The Science of Public Policy: Evolution of policy sciences, pt. 2

New analysis and interpretation of law and legal institutions in the "long eighteenth century". Law and 
legal institutions were of huge importance in the governance of Georgian society: legislation expanded 
the province of administrative authority out of all proportion, while the reach of the common law and 
its communal traditions of governance diminished, at least outside British North America. But what did 
the rule of law mean to eighteenth-century people, and how did it connect with changing experiences 
of law in all their bewildering complexity?This question has received much recent critical attention, 
but despite widespread agreement about Law's significance as a key to unlock so much which was 
central to contemporary life, as a whole previous scholarship has only offered a fragmented picture 
of the Laws in their social meanings and actions. Through a broader-brush approach, The British 
and their Laws in the Eighteenth Century contributes fresh analyses of law in England andBritish 
settler colonies, c. 1680-1830; its expert contributors consider among other matters the issues of 
participation, central-local relations, and the maintenance of common law traditions in the context 
of increasing legislative interventions and grants of statutory administrative powers. Contributors: 
SIMON DEVEREAUX, MICHAEL LOBBAN, DOUGLAS HAY, JOANNA INNES, WILFRED PREST, 
C.W. BROOKS, RANDALL MCGOWEN, DAVID THOMAS KONIG, BRUCE KERCHER

The British and Their Laws in the Eighteenth Century

A new edition of the leading textbook on the economic history of Britain, Volume 2 re-examines Britain's 
economic growth and decline during the twentieth century.

The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain

In early Victorian England, there was an intense debate about whether government involvement in 
the provision of popular elementary education was appropriate. Government did in the end become 
actively involved, first in the administration of schools and in the supervision of instruction, then in 
establishing and administering compulsory schooling laws. After a century of stagnation, literacy rates 
rose markedly. While increasing government involvement would seem to provide the most obvious 
explanation for this rise, David F. Mitch seeks to demonstrate that, in fact, popular demand was also an 
important force behind the growth in literacy. Although previous studies have looked at public policy in 
detail, and although a few have considered popular demand. The Rise of Popular Literacy in Victorian 
England is the first book to bring together a detailed examination of the two sets of factors. Mitch 
compares the relative importance of the rise of popular demand for literacy and the development of 
educational policy measures by the church and state as contributing factors that led to the rise of 
working class literacy during the Victorian period. He uses an economic-historical approach based 
on an examination of changes in the costs and benefits of acquiring literacy. Mitch considers the 
initial demand of the working classes for literacy and how much that demand grew. He also examines 
how literacy rates were influenced by the development of a national system of elementary school 
provision and by the establishment of compulsory schooling laws. Mitch uses quantitative methods 
and evidence as well as more traditional historical sources such as government reports, employment 
ads, and contemporary literature. An important reference is a national sample of over 8,000 marriage 
certificates from the mid-Victorian period that provides information on the ability of brides and grooms 



to sign their names. The Rise of Popular Literacy in Victorian England is a valuable text for students and 
scholars of British, economic, and labor history, history of literacy and education, and popular culture.

The Rise of Popular Literacy in Victorian England

This work offers a systematic comparison of how two countries, Britain and France, responded to 
the possibility and then reality of total war by examining developments in three dimensions: strategic, 
domestic political, and political economic.

Facing the Second World War

In this, the second edition of A Social History of England, Francois Bédarida has added a new final 
chapter on the last fifteen years. The book now traces the evolution of English society from the height of 
the British Empire to the dawn of the single European market. Making full use of the Annales school of 
French historiography, Bédarida takes his inquiry beyond conventional views to penetrate the attitudes, 
behaviour and psychology of the British people.

A Social History of England 1851-1990

Rush to Policy explores the appropriate role of technical analysis in policy formulation. The authors ask 
when and how the use of sophisticated analytic techniques in decision-making benefits the nation. 
They argues that these techniques are too often used in situations where they may not be needed 
or understood by the decision maker, where they may not be to answer the questions raised but are 
nonetheless required by law. House and Shull provide an excellent empirical base for describing the 
impact of politics on policies, policy analysis, and policy analysts. They examine cost-benefit analysis, 
risk analysis, and decision analysis and assess their ability to substitute for the current decision-making 
process in the public sector. They examine the political basis of public sector decision-making, how 
individuals and organizations make decisions, and the ways decisions are made in the federal sector. 
Also, they discuss the mandate to use these methods in the policy formulation process. The book is 
written by two practicing federal policy analysts who, in a decade of service as policy researchers, 
developed sophisticated quantitative analytic and decision-making techniques. They then spent several 
years trying to use them in the real world. Success and failures are described in illuminating detail, 
providing insight not commonly found in such critiques. The authors delineate the interaction of politics 
and technical issues. Their book describes policy analysis as it is, not how it ought to be. Peter W. 
House is the director of policy research and analysis at the National Science Foundation. He is the 
author of ten books on multidisciplinary science and technology policy research and analyses in 
government, private, and university sectors, including The Art of Public Policy Analysis and with Roger 
D. Shull, Regulatory Reform: Politics and the Environment and Regulations and Science: Management 
of Research on Demand. Roger D. Shull is a senior analyst at the Division of Policy Research and 
Analysis, National Science Foundation.

The Rush to Policy

The conduct of the central government was often reactive rather than deliberate. While its lack of a 
coherent policy was not remarkable, given the period under consideration, the government's failure to 
develop such a policy was disastrous in dealing with the fundamental issue of Catholic emancipation. 
The final surrender of Peel and Wellington was bitter and the 1829 Catholic relief act contained insults to 
Irish Catholics. The nature of the act, coupled with continued Protestant ascendancy and landlordism, 
and Catholic mass poverty and insecurity, meant that Catholic emancipation was not a prelude to 
Ireland's assimilation into the United Kingdom but instead, the beginning of the process of modern 
Irish nationalism.

Era of Emancipation

How did Britain transform itself from a nation of workhouses to one that became a model for the modern 
welfare state? The Winding Road to the Welfare State investigates the evolution of living standards and 
welfare policies in Britain from the 1830s to 1950 and provides insights into how British working-class 
households coped with economic insecurity. George Boyer examines the retrenchment in Victorian poor 
relief, the Liberal Welfare Reforms, and the beginnings of the postwar welfare state, and he describes 
how workers altered spending and saving methods based on changing government policies. From the 
cutting back of the Poor Law after 1834 to Parliament’s abrupt about-face in 1906 with the adoption of 



the Liberal Welfare Reforms, Boyer offers new explanations for oscillations in Britain’s social policies 
and how these shaped worker well-being. The Poor Law’s increasing stinginess led skilled manual 
workers to adopt self-help strategies, but this was not a feasible option for low-skilled workers, many 
of whom continued to rely on the Poor Law into old age. In contrast, the Liberal Welfare Reforms were 
a major watershed, marking the end of seven decades of declining support for the needy. Concluding 
with the Beveridge Report and Labour’s social policies in the late 1940s, Boyer shows how the Liberal 
Welfare Reforms laid the foundations for a national social safety net. A sweeping look at economic 
pressures after the Industrial Revolution, The Winding Road to the Welfare State illustrates how British 
welfare policy waxed and waned over the course of a century.

The Winding Road to the Welfare State

Fully revised and updated, the third edition of this deservedly popular history book incorporates new 
currents in historical writing on matters such as the language of class, the position of women, and the 
revolution worked by the Internet and mobile technologies.

Modern Britain Third Edition

This comprehensive and versatile reference source will be a most important tool for anyone wishing to 
seek out information on virtually any aspect of British affairs, life and culture. The resources of a detailed 
bibliography, directory and journals listing are combined in this single volume, forming a unique guide to 
a multitude of diverse topics - British politics, government, society, literature, thought, arts, economics, 
history and geography. Academic subjects as taught in British colleges and universities are covered, 
with extensive reading lists of books and journals and sources of information for each discipline, making 
this an invaluable manual.

British Sources of Information

The book provides the first definitive, scholarly, and systematic history of the Chambers of Commerce 
(local organizations of business people) from their origins in the 18th century, through their historical 
development up to the present date. Based on new and previously inaccessible archive information, it 
covers the UK, Ireland, USA, and Canada.

Local Business Voice

A detailed examination of the political forces and events that shaped smallpox vaccination policy in 
England, Wales, Ireland, and Scotland during the nineteenth century.

The Politics of Vaccination

This text is an account of the vibrant international network that the American soci-political reformers 
constructed - so often obscured by notions of American exceptionalism - and of its profound impact on 
the USA from the 1870's through to 1945.

Atlantic Crossings

This new edition of the seminal and best selling history of Europe's century of global ascendancy 
includes a new introduction and bibliography. The carefully drawn discussions are pulled together and 
reinforced by a new afterword. Presented in a new textbook format and thoroughly revised throughout, 
the survey provides students with an invaluable guide to a notoriously complex period. Lucidly written 
and constructed as a series of essays, the text covers the political and economic balance of power, the 
mechanics of government, economy and society, states, nations, europe and the world, Armed Forces 
and war and romanticism, evolution and consciousness. Reviews of the previous editions`Anderson's 
book is one of the few that explains economic, social, military, intellectual and colonial developments 
in a clear, precise and engaging manner.'Teaching History `Packed with shrewdness, wisdom and 
well-directed erudition...invaluble to university students and teachers.' British Book News

The Ascendancy of Europe

Brian Jenkins's impressive biography documents Henry Goulburn's long and successful political career 
during the first half of the nineteenth century. Rescuing Goulburn from unmerited obscurity, Jenkins 



reveals that he was at the centre of far-reaching political and economic developments during a turbulent 
period of British history.

Henry Goulburn, 1784-1856

The Tyranny of Nations places the ground-shaking political and economic events of modern times in 
context. Palak Patel draws on his experience investing in government bond markets to demonstrate 
how the present fits a specific historical pattern that has defined the past 500 years. Modern-day trade 
liberalization and financial expansion all share distinct parallels with similar events in the 1600s and 
1800s. Likewise, China's economic trajectory matches that of 19th-century Prussia and 17th-century 
France. And a certain British Prime Minister, foreshadowing Donald Trump's populism 150 years later, 
launched a similar attack on globalization after the financial crisis of 1866. In The Tyranny of Nations, 
there are no "isms"-no capitalism, socialism, or feudalism-but instead, only privileged interests vying 
for power. Challenging both the mainstream and its critics, Palak Patel shows how an endless cycle 
of cooperation and conflict between nations drives societal change. This unique perspective on the 
intersection of macroeconomics, history, and politics offers the reader a compass for navigating the 
future.

The Tyranny of Nations

Halperin traces the persistence of traditional class structures during the development of industrial 
capitalism in Europe, and the way in which these structures shaped states and state behavior and 
generated conflict. She documents European conflicts between 1789 and 1914, including small and 
medium scale conflicts often ignored by researchers and links these conflicts to structures character-
istic of industrial capitalist development in Europe before 1945. This book revisits the historical terrain 
of Karl Polanyi's The Great Transformation (1944), however, it argues that Polanyi's analysis is, in 
important ways, inaccurate and misleading. Ultimately, the book shows how and why the conflicts both 
culminated in the world wars and brought about a 'great transformation' in Europe. Its account of this 
period challenges not only Polanyi's analysis, but a variety of influential perspectives on nationalism, 
development, conflict, international systems change, and globalization.

War and Social Change in Modern Europe

Examines differences in the rates of economic growth in Latin America and mainland North America 
since the seventeenth century.

Economic Development in the Americas Since 1500

This book examines what motivated the ordinary British man to go to France in 1914, especially in the 
early years when Britain relied on the voluntary system to fill the ranks.

The British Working Class and Enthusiasm for War, 1914-1916

Charles Kindleberger's World Economic Primacy: 1500-1990 is a work of rare ambition and scope 
from one of our most respected economic historians. Extending over broad ranges of both history and 
geography, the work considers what it is that enables countries to achieve, at some period in their 
history, economic superiority over other countries, and what it is that makes them decline. Kindleberger 
begins with the Italian city-states in the fourteenth century, and traces the changing evolution of world 
economic primacy as it moves to Portugal and Spain, to the Low countries, to Great Britain, and to 
the United States, addressing the question of alleged U.S. decline. Additional chapters treat France as 
a perennial challenger, Germany which has twice aggressively sought superiority, and Japan, which 
may or may not become a candidate for the role of "number one." Kindleberger suggests that the 
economic vitality of a given country goes through a trajectory that can usefully (thought not precisely) 
be compared to a human life cycle. Like human beings, the growth of a state can be cut off by accident 
or catastrophe short of old age; unlike human beings, however, economies can have a second birth. In 
World Economic Primacy, Kindleberger takes into account the influence of complex historical, social, 
and cultural factors that determine economic leadership. A brilliant overview of the position of nations 
in the world economy, World Economic Primacy conveys profound insights into the causes of the rise 
and decline of the world's economic powers, past and present.

World Economic Primacy: 1500-1990



An accessible, intuitive outline of key developments in central banking practice and thinking.

The Money Minders

This valuable contribution to the debate about the relation of religion to the modern city fills an important 
gap in the historiography of early nineteenth-century religious life. Although there is some evidence 
that strict doctrine led to a more restricted response to urban problems, extensive local and personal 
variations mean that simple generalizations should be avoided. Ian J.Shaw argues against earlier 
prejudiced views and shows that high Calvinists played a vigorous and successful part in the response 
of early nineteenth-century churches to the process of urbanization. The study includes six substantial 
case studies of ministers and their churches in Manchester and London. Four high Calvinist ministers 
are considered, with two studies of ministers holding to an evangelical Calvinist doctrine also included 
to provide instructive contrasts. Detailed social analysis of the congregations is based upon extensive 
use of manuscript and printed sources, sermons, and local and denominational press.

High Calvinists in Action

In this work Drescher argues that the plan to end British slavery, rather than being a timely escape from 
a failing system, was, on the contrary, the crucial element in the greatest humanitarian achievement 
of all time. He explores how politicians, colonial bureaucrats, pamphleteers, and scholars taking 
anti-slavery positions validated their claims through rational scientific arguments going beyond moral 
and polemical rhetoric, and how the infiltration of the social sciences into this political debate was 
designed to minimize agitation on both sides and provide common ground.

The Mighty Experiment

This book covers the period from the repeal of the Corn Laws to the dramatic failure of Gladstone's 
first Home Rule Bill. Intermeshed with a detailed social and political analysis of the period, Hoppen 
examines the development of Victorian culture.

The Mid-Victorian Generation, 1846-1886

The abolition of the Scottish and Irish Parliaments in 1707 and 1800 created a United Kingdom centred 
upon the Westminster legislature. This text discusses what this meant for the four nations involved, and 
how conceptions of English, Irish, Scottish and Welsh identities were affected.

Parliaments, nations and identities in Britain and Ireland, 1660–1850

Using the tools of social cost-benefit analysis, Florio assesses the effect of privatization on consumers, 
taxpayers, firms, shareholders, and workers.

The Great Divestiture

The exhibitions of the Victorian and Edwardian eras are the lens through which this book examines the 
economic, cultural, and social forces that helped define Britain and the Empire. It focuses on exhibitions 
in England, Australia, and India from the Great Exhibition to the Festival of Empire.

Land, Labour, and Population Growth

First published in 1999, this rewarding volume offers a close and systematic analysis of the General 
Infirmary at Bath, which was founded in 1739 to grant ‘lepers and cripples, and other indigent strangers’ 
access to the spa waters. Four main themes are pursued in order to locate the hospital within its 
economic, socio-cultural and political contexts: arrangements for management and finance under the 
conditions of a prospering commercial economy; the rewards and restrictions experienced by the 
physicians and surgeons who donated their professional services free of charge; and the constructions 
of an integrated social and political élite around the physical and moral rehabilitation of the sick poor. In 
this way, the example of Bath – a stylish resort whose visitors and residents exemplified the dynamic of 
fashionable philanthropy – is used to open up issues of significance to our understanding of Georgian 
Britain as a whole.

State and Trade



A new edition of the leading textbook on the economic history of Britain since industrialization. 
Combining the expertise of more than thirty leading historians and economists, Volume 2 tracks the de-
velopment of the British economy from late nineteenth-century global dominance to its early twenty-first 
century position as a mid-sized player in an integrated European economy. Each chapter provides a 
clear guide to the major controversies in the field and students are shown how to connect historical 
evidence with economic theory and how to apply quantitative methods. The chapters re-examine issues 
of Britain's relative economic growth and decline over the 'long' twentieth century, setting the British 
experience within an international context, and benchmark its performance against that of its European 
and global competitors. Suggestions for further reading are also provided in each chapter, to help 
students engage thoroughly with the topics being discussed.

An Empire on Display

Excerpts from and citations to reviews of more than 8,000 books each year, drawn from coverage of 
109 publications. Book Review Digest provides citations to and excerpts of reviews of current juvenile 
and adult fiction and nonfiction in the English language. Reviews of the following types of books are 
excluded: government publications, textbooks, and technical books in the sciences and law. Reviews 
of books on science for the general reader, however, are included. The reviews originate in a group of 
selected periodicals in the humanities, social sciences, and general science published in the United 
States, Canada, and Great Britain. - Publisher.

Patterns of Social Policy

From the 1850s to the 1920s, laws regulating the industrial labor process, pensions for the elderly, 
unemployment insurance, and measures to educate and ensure the welfare of children were enacted 
in many industrializing capitalist nations. This same period saw the development of modern social 
sciences. The eight essays collected here examine the reciprocal influence of social policy and acad-
emic research in comparative context, ranging across policy areas and encompassing developments 
in Britain, the United States, Germany, France, Canada, Scandinavia, and Japan. Introduced by the 
editors, the essays include Part I on the emergence of modern social knowledge by Ira Katznelson, 
Anson Rabinbach, and Björn Wittrock and Peter Wagner; Part II on reformist social scientists and public 
policymaking by Dietrich Rueschemeyer and Ronan Van Rossem, Libby Schweber, and John R. Sutton; 
Part III on state managers and the uses of social knowledge by Stein Kuhnle and Sheldon Garon, and a 
conclusion by Rueschemeyer and Theda Skocpol. Originally published in 1995. The Princeton Legacy 
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print 
books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original 
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The 
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found 
in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Medicine and Charity in Georgian Bath

The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain: Volume 2, Growth and Decline, 1870 to the 
Present
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