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State Formation Anthropological Perspectives Anthro-
pology Culture And Society

#state formation #anthropological perspectives #cultural evolution #political anthropology #human societies
development

Explore the intricate processes of state formation through diverse anthropological perspectives, delving
into how culture and society shape political structures. This analysis examines the origins and evolution
of complex human societies, offering crucial insights into governance and social organization from an
anthropological viewpoint.

Our goal is to bridge the gap between research and practical application.

Thank you for choosing our website as your source of information.
The document Origins Of State Society is now available for you to access.
We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

This document remains one of the most requested materials in digital libraries online.
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State Formation

A refreshing look at the meaning of socialism in Venezuela from the point of view of the country's
ordinary citizens.

Anthropological Perspectives On Kinship

Explores new developments in kinship studies in anthropology -- including the impact of new repro-
ductive technologies and changing conceptualisations of personhood and gender.

Discourses of Development

Development' is clearly a contentious concept. It is common knowledge that there is frequently a
troubling divide between what Western developers think development entails and how those people
affected understand the ensuing processes. By treating development as problematic, this book seeks
to generate new insights into the relationships between the various parties involved and to enhance
understanding of the ways in which particular 'discourses of development' are generated. Authors raise
provocative questions about the relationship of politics, power, ideology and rhetoric to the institutional
practice of development. These hegemonic considerations are shown to have a profound effect on
the 'culture of aid' and the interface between development personnel and those whom development is
supposed to benefit.

Power And Its Disguises - Second Edition

Gledhill (social anthropology, University of Manchester) explores the complexities of local situations
and the power relations that shape the global order. He argues that an anthropology which confronts
the politics of academic knowledge can transcend its colonial origins to challenge ethnocentrism. After
considering the politics of agrarian civilizations and societies without indigenous states, he turns to the
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politics of domination and resistance within the colonial context. He examines contemporary politics of
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Distributed in the US by Stylus. Annotation copyrighted by Book News
Inc., Portland, OR

Human Rights, Culture and Context

Drawing on case studies from around the world - including Iran, Guatemala, USA and Mexico - this
collection documents how transnational human rights discourses and legal institutions are materialised,
imposed, resisted and transformed in a variety of contexts.

State and Society

The traditional Eurocentric view of state formation and the rise of civilization is challenged in this
broad-ranging book. Bringing archaeological research into contact with the work of ethno-historians
and anthropologists, it generates a discussion of fundamental concepts rather than a search for modern
analogies for processes that occurred in the past.

State, Resistance, Transformation: Anthropological Perspectives on the Dynamics of Power in Con-
temporary Global Realities

By assembling original, ethnographically-grounded research in legislatures, executives, and bureau-
cracies, this volume illuminates and unpacks the structures, practices, and values of government actors
in local, regional, and national contexts.

Governing Cultures

Violent Becomings conceptualizes the Mozambican state not as the bureaucratically ordered polity of
the nation-state, but as a continuously emergent and violently challenged mode of ordering. In doing
S0, this book addresses the question of why colonial and postcolonial state formation has involved
violent articulations with so-called ‘traditional’ forms of sociality. The scope and dynamic nature of such
violent becomings is explored through an array of contexts that include colonial regimes of forced labor
and pacification, liberation war struggles and civil war, the social engineering of the post-independence
state, and the popular appropriation of sovereign violence in riots and lynchings.

Violent Becomings

Do people everywhere have the same, or even compatible, ideas about multiculturalism, indigenous
rights or women's rights? The authors of this book move beyond the traditional terms of the universalism
versus cultural relativism debate. Through detailed case-studies from around the world (Hawaii, France,
Thailand, Botswana, Greece, Nepal and Canada) they explore the concrete effects of rights talk and
rights institutions on people's lives.

Culture and Rights

This innovative reader brings together classic theoretical textsand cutting-edge ethnographic analyses
of specific stateinstitutions, practices, and processes and outlines ananthropological framework for
rethinking future study of “thestate”. Focuses on the institutions, spaces, ideas, practices, andrepre-
sentations that constitute the “state”. Promotes cultural and transnational approaches to thesubject.
Helps readers to make anthropological sense of the state as acultural artifact, in the context of a
neoliberalizing,transnational world.

The Anthropology of the State

‘A well-crafted, sensitive, reflective and constructive book. It is highly recommended.’ --Development
Policy Review

Anthropology, Development and the Post-Modern Challenge

Botswana has been portrayed as a major case of exception in AfricaOCoas an oasis of peace

and harmony with an enduring parliamentary democracy, blessed with remarkable diamond-driven
economic growth. Whereas the OC failureOCO of other states on the continent is often attributed to
the prevalence of indigenous political ideas and structures, the author argues that BotswanaOCOs
apparent success is not the result of Western ideas and practices of government having replaced



indigenous ideas and structures. Rather, the postcolonial state of Botswana is best understood as a
unique, complex formation, one that arose dialectically through the meeting of European ideas and
practices with the symbolism and hierarchies of authority, rooted in the cosmologies of indigenous
polities, and both have become integral to the formation of a strong state with a stable government.
Yet there are destabilizing potentialities in progress due to emerging class conflict between all the
poor sections of the population and the privileged modern elites born of the expansion of a beef and
diamond-driven political economy, in addition to conflicts between dominant Tswana and vast other
ethnic groups. These transformations of the modern state are viewed from the long-term perspectives
of precolonial and colonial genealogies and the rise of structures of domination, propelled by changing
global forces."

The State and the Social

"The thesis is radical," writes Marshall Sahlins of this landmark text in anthropology and political
science. "We conventionally define the state as the regulation of violence; it may be the origin of

it. Clastres's thesis is that economic expropriation and political coercion are inconsistent with the
character of tribal society - which is to say, with the greater part of human history.” Can there be a
society that is not divided into oppressors and oppressed, or that refuses coercive state apparatuses?
In this beautifully written book, Pierre Clastres offers examples of South American Indian groups that,
although without hierarchical leadership, were both affluent and complex. In so doing he refutes the
usual negative definition of tribal society and poses its order as a radical critique of our own Western
state of power. Born in 1934, Pierre Clastres was educated at the Sorbonne; throughout the 1960s he
lived with Indian groups in Paraguay and Venezuela. From 1971 until his death in 1979 he was Director
of Studies at the fifth section of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris and held the Chair

of Religion and Societies of the South American Indians there. Robert Hurley is the translator of the
History of Sexuality by Michel Foucault and cotranslator of Anti-Oedipus by Gilles Deleuze and Felix
Guattari.

Society Against the State

Shows how corruption operates through informal rules, personal connections and wider social contexts

Corruption

Designed as a reader for courses, this anthology presents an array of theories and interpretations in
the field of modern cultural anthropology. It provides a deeper understanding of the major theoretical
orientations which have historically guided and currently guide anthropological research.

Perspectives in Cultural Anthropology

The Anthropology of Citizenship introduces the theoretical foundations of and cutting edge approaches
to citizenship in the contemporary world, in local, national and global contexts. Key readings provide
a cross-cultural perspective on citizenship practices, and an individual citizen’s relationship with the
state. Introduces a range of exciting and cutting edge approaches to citizenship in the contemporary
world Provides key readings for students and researchers who wish to gain an understanding of
citizenship practices, and an individual's relationship with the state in a global context Offers an
anthropological perspective on citizenship, the self and political agency, with a focus on encounters
between citizens and the state in education, law, development, and immigration policy Provides
students with an understanding of the theoretical foundations of citizenship, as characterized by liberal
and civic republican ideas of political belonging and exclusion Explores how citizenship is constructed
at different scales and in different spaces Twenty-five key writings identify what is a new and vibrant
subfield within politics and anthropological research

The Anthropology of Citizenship

A major realignment is taking place in the way we understand the state in Indonesia. New studies on

local politics, ethnicity, the democratic transition, corruption, Islam, popular culture, and other areas hint
at novel concepts of the state, though often without fully articulating them. This book captures several
dimensions of this shift. One reason for the new thinking is a fresh wind that has altered state studies
generally. People are posing new kinds of questions about the state and developing new methodologies
to answer them. Another reason for this shift is that Indonesia itself has changed, probably more than



most people recognize. It looks more democratic, but also more chaotic and corrupt, than it did during
the militaristic New Order of 1966—1998. State of Authority offers a range of detailed case studies
based on fieldwork in many different settings around the archipelago. The studies bring to life figures
of authority who have sought to carve out positions of power for themselves using legal and illegal
means. These figures include village heads, informal slum leaders, district heads, parliamentarians,
and others. These individuals negotiate in settings where the state is evident and where it is discussed:
coffee houses, hotel lounges, fishing waters, and street-side stalls. These case studies, and the broader
trend in scholarship of which they are a part, allow for a new theorization of the state in Indonesia
that more adequately addresses the complexity of political life in this vast archipelago nation. State of
Authority demonstrates that the state of Indonesia is not monolithic, but is constituted from the ground
up by a host of local negotiations and symbolic practices.

State of Authority

The anthropological study of elites has gained increasing prominence with the shift of the anthropo-
logical gaze toward issues of power, prestige and status in the societies of anthropologists themselves.
However, our understanding of elites is often partial, obscured as it is by the theoretical weaknesses
of Western models on the one hand and, on the other, by the difficulties in studying elites from the
'inside’. Drawing on a diverse, comparative ethnographic literature, this new volume examines the
intimate spaces and cultural practices of those elites who occupy positions of power and authority
across a variety of different settings. Using ethnographic case studies from a wide range of geographical
areas, including Mexico, Peru, Amazonia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Europe, North America and Africa, the
contributors explore the inner worlds of meaning and practice that define and sustain elite identities.
They also provide insights into the cultural mechanisms that maintain elite status, and into the complex
ways that elite groups relate to, and are embedded within, wider social and historical processes.;

The book addresses a number of fundamental questions about the nature of elites and society

such as; *How do elites in different societies maintain their position of domination? *How do elites
reproduce themselves over time? *How do elites represent themselves? *How can we study elites
anthropologically? *What implications does this study have for the discipline of anthropology? In
exemplifying anthropology's contribution to the study of power, this book provides a welcome and
timely addition to the literature as well as to current debates about the scope and direction of the
discipline itself. Professor John Eade, University of Surrey, UK; Dr Sandra Evers Vrije Universiteit, The
Netherlands; Dr.

Elite Cultures

A pioneering contribution to the emergent anthropology of human security that brings classic concerns
of the field into the 21st century.

A World of Insecurity

While the diffusion of modernity and the spread of development schemes may bring prosperity,
optimism and opportunity for some, for others it has brought poverty, a deterioration in quality of

life and has given rise to violence. This collection brings an anthropological perspective to bear

on understanding the diverse modernities we face in the contemporary world. It provides a critical
review of interpretations of development and modernity, supported by rigorous case studies from
regions as diverse as Guatemala, Sri Lanka, West Africa and contemporary Europe. Together, the
chapters in this volume demonstrate the crucial importance of looking to ethnography for guidance in
shaping development policies. Ethnography can show how people's own agency transforms, recasts
and complicates the modernities they experience. The contributors argue that explanations of change
framed in terms of the dominantdiscourses and institutions of modernity are inadequate, and that we
give closer attention to discourses, images, beliefs and practices that run counter to these yet play a
part in shaping them and giving them meaning. Anthropology, Development and Modernities deals with
the realities of people's everyday lives and dilemmas. It is essential reading for students and scholars in
anthropology, sociology and development studies. It should also be read by all those actively involved
in development work.

Anthropology, Development and Modernities

Dealing with the dynamics of identification and conflict, this book uses theoretical orientations ranging
from political ecology to rational choice theory, interpretive approaches, Marxism and multiscalar



analysis. Case studies set in Africa, Europe and Central Asia are grouped in three sections devoted
to pastoralism, identity and migration. What connects all of these anthropological explorations is a
close focus on processes of identification and conflict at the level of particular actors in relation to the
behaviour of large aggregates of people and to systemic conditions.

Dynamics of Identification and Conflict

Epistemology poses particular problems for anthropologists whose task it is to understand manifold
ways of being human. Through their work, anthropologists often encounter people whose ideas
concerning the nature and foundations of knowledge are at odds with their own. Going right to the
heart of anthropological theory and method, this volume discusses issues that have vexed practicing
anthropologists for a long time. The authors are by no means in agreement with one another as to where
the answers might lie. Some are primarily concerned with the clarity and theoretical utility of analytical
categories across disciplines; others are more inclined to push ethnographic analysis to its limits in an
effort to demonstrate what kind of sense it can make. All are aware of the much-wanted differences
that good ethnography can make in explaining the human sciences and philosophy. The contributors
show a continued commitment to ethnography as a profoundly radical intellectual endeavor that goes
to the very roots of inquiry into what it is to be human, and, to anthropology as a comparative project
that should be central to any attempt to understand who we are.

The Challenge of Epistemology

Politics is all about power, and power--its composition, creation, and use--pervades this unique and
clearly written assessment of the paradigms by which anthropologists explain and understand political
phenomena. In Political Anthropology, Donald V. Kurtz examines how anthropologists think about
politics, political organizations, and problems fundamental to political anthropology. He explores the
ideas by which they address universal political concerns, the paradigms that direct political research
by anthropologists, and political topics of special interest. The universal political concerns include ideas
related to political power, leadership, the legitimation of authority, and rules that regulate succession to
political statuses and offices. Kurtz relates these concerns to the paradigms that provide the research
strategies anthropologists use to examine political phenomena; he investigates structural functionalism,
processualism, political economy, and political evolution. Postmodernism provides a fifth research
strategy characterized by an eclectic approach to politics that suggests its paradigmatic status is still
unformulated. The analysis concludes with a consideration of ideas related to state formations.

Political Anthropology

Military-civilian encounters are multiple and diverse in our times. Contributors to this volume demon-
strate how military and civilian domains are constituted through entanglements undermining the classic
civil-military binary and manifest themselves in unexpected places and manners. Moreover, the essays
trace out the ripples, reverberations and resonations of civil-military entanglements in areas not usually
associated with such ties, but which are nevertheless real and significant for an understanding of the
roles war, violence and the military play in shaping contemporary societies and the everyday life of its
citizens.

Civil-Military Entanglements

Not a textbook in the ordinary sense, this work offers a vision of how anthropology - a discipline that
operates through intimate knowledge of local societies - can offer vastly increased understanding of
society and culture even in this age of mass communication. In its examination of topics ranging as far
afield as the mass media, environmental and developmentissues, kinship and suffering in transnational
settings, the politics of both the nation-state and the local community, the arts, cosmologies of science
as well as religion, and the relationship between social life and history, this book is not just about

an academic discipline; it is about the theoretical as well as ethical commitments that have enabled
anthropologists to play a leading role in the critique of racism and other forms of intolerance.

Anthropology

Botswana has been portrayed as a major case of exception in Africa-as an oasis of peace and harmony
with an enduring parliamentary democracy, blessed with remarkable diamond-driven economic growth.
Whereas the "failure” of other states on the continent is often attributed to the prevalence of indigenous



political ideas and structures, the author argues that Botswana's apparent success is not the result of
Western ideas and practices of government having replaced indigenous ideas and structures. Rather,
the postcolonial state of Botswana is best understood as a unique, complex formation, one that arose
dialectically through the meeting of European ideas and practices with the symbolism and hierarchies
of authority, rooted in the cosmologies of indigenous polities, and both have become integral to the
formation of a strong state with a stable government. Yet there are destabilizing potentialities in progress
due to emerging class conflict between all the poor sections of the population and the privileged modern
elites born of the expansion of a beef and diamond-driven political economy, in addition to conflicts
between dominant Tswana and vast other ethnic groups. These transformations of the modern state
are viewed from the long-term perspectives of precolonial and colonial genealogies and the rise of
structures of domination, propelled by changing global forces.

The State and the Social

The essays assembled in this book exemplify the way political anthropologists address a range of
problems that deeply affect people throughout the world. The authors draw their inspiration from the
work of Canadian anthropologist Richard B. Lee, and, like him, they are concerned with understanding
and acting upon issues of "indigenous rights"; the impact of colonialism, postcolonial state formation,
and neoliberalism on local communities and cultures; the process of culture change; what the history
and politics of egalitarian societies reveal about issues of "human nature" or "social evolution"; and how
peoples in southern Africa are affected by and responding to the most recent crisis in their midst, the
spread of AIDS. The authors in this volume discuss the state of a range of contemporary debates in
the field that in various ways extend the political, theoretical, and empirical issues that have animated
Lee's work. In addition, the book provides readers with important contemporary Kalahari studies, as
well as "classic" works on foraging societies.

The Politics of Egalitarianism

Stategraphy—the ethnographic exploration of relational modes, boundary work, and forms of embed-
dedness of actors—offers crucial analytical avenues for researching the state. By exploring interactions
and negotiations of local actors in different institutional settings, the contributors explore state trans-
formations in relation to social security in a variety of locations spanning from Russia, Eastern Europe,
and the Balkans to the United Kingdom and France. Fusing grounded empirical studies with rigorous
theorizing, the volume provides new perspectives to broader related debates in social research and
political analysis.

Stategraphy

Carefully contextualizing the ethnography by taking scale and time seriously, the book shows why
fieldwork is both necessary and insufficient if the aim is to make sense of the contemporary world. Itis a
significant contribution to the renewal of anthropological theory and methodology. Highly recommend-
ed! -Thomas Hylland Eriksen, University of Oslo, Norway With an eye for various scales, biographies
of people and things, and processes as they take place, this book provides insights into how, to whom,
and when things change, how it feels like - and also how some things stay the same. -Samuli Schielke,
Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (Berlin) This important book, drawing on ethnographic research from
across the globe, addresses both the 'why' and the 'how' of studying societal change, inviting the
reader to reflect on the potential - and the limits - of qualitative methods. - Jonathan Rigg, University
of Bristol, UK This open access book provides methodological devices and analytical frameworks for
the study of societies in transformation. It explores a central paradox in the study of change: making
sense of change requires long-term perspectives on societal transformations and on the different ways
people experience social change, whereas the research carried out to study change is necessarily
limited to a relatively short space of time. This volume offers a range of methodological responses

to this challenge by paying attention to the complex entanglement of qualitative research and the
metanarratives generally used to account for change. Each chapter is based on a concrete case study
from different parts of the world and tackles a diversity of topics, analytical approaches, and data
collection methods. The contributors' innovative solutions provide valuable tools and techniques for
all those interested in the study of change. Yasmine Berriane is permanent researcher at the French
National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS, Centre Maurice Halbwachs), France. Annuska Derks is
Associate Professor in the Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies at the University of
Zurich, Switzerland. Aymon Kreil is Assistant Professor in the Department of Languages and Cultures



at Ghent University, Belgium. Dorothea Luddeckens is Professor in the Department of Religious Studies
at the University of Zurich, Switzerland.

Power Relations and State Formation

This volume offers a new perspective on social dynamics and culture change in the North Central
European Plains (NCEP) from 600 to 900 CE. It discusses long-term causal processes leading to
the formation of state at the fringes of the Merovingian and Frankish Kingdoms, the Carolingian and
the Holy Roman Empire, the Scandinavian Kingdoms, the Czech Kingdom, and the Kingdom of Rus.
The central problem addressed is how to account for and explain the transition from noncomplex

to supra-tribal polities between 600 and 900 CE. The examined evidence shows that a very basic
community-level management of common pool resources seems a successful strategy to manage
short term risk and may lead to sustainable higher level political organization. In conclusion it present
a models of social dynamics of the NCEP, 600-900 CE that suggests that the state formation process
was an outcome of spontaneous processes and deterministic factors occurring within a period of
approximately 400 years, of which the last two hundred years (800-900 CE) were the most critical.

In a broader context, the point discussed is that decisions with short-term goals have long-term
consequences.

Methodological Approaches to Societies in Transformation

Is war necessary? In Peace and War prominent anthropologists and other social scientists explore the
cultural and social factors leading to war. They analyze the covert causes of war from a cross-cultural
perspective: ideologies that dispose people to war; underlying patterns of social relationships that help
institutionalize war; and the cultural systems of military establishments. Overt causes of war—envi-
ronmental factors like the control of scarce resources, advantageous territories, and technologies, or
promoting the welfare of people “like” oneself—are also considered. The authors examine anthropolo-
gists’ role in policy formation—how their theories on the nature of culture and society help those who
deal with global problems on a day-to-day basis. They argue that both covert and overt mechanisms
are pushing the world closer to a devastating war and offer strategies to weaken the effects of these
mechanisms. This anthropological and historical analysis of the causes of war is a valuable resource
for those studying war and those trying to understand the place of social science in framing pacific
options.

Origins of the State

This is the first study of Europe post-1989 from an anthropological perspective. Thirteen distinguished
authors examine the social, cultural and political implications of European integration with particular
emphasis on changing European identities, concepts of citizenship and levels of participation. Their aim
is to suggest an agenda for future research capable of addressing developing trends in contemporary
Europe. The book is divided into two parts. The first deals with major theoretical issues that have
characterized the anthropological study of Europe and includes a detailed introductory chapter which
charts the history of anthropology in Europe and considers the prospects for an anthropology of Europe.
This is followed by key themes in the study of European society and culture including kinship, gender,
nationalism, immigration and changing patterns of production. The second section develops these
themes further using different theoretical perspectives to explain complex issues such as nationalism,
ethnic identities, and sectarian conflicts. Nine case studies cover a wide range of contemporary topics
including European integration and Irish nationalism, the transmission of ethnic identity, and identity
and conflict in the former Yugoslavia and post-colonial Gibraltar. This book fills a gap in the literature
on European integration and will be of interest to anthropologists and sociologists as well as students
of Political Science, Communications and European Studies.

Prestate Societies of the North Central European Plains

The contributors chart a new agenda for anthropology in an increasingly shared terrain of globally
interacting cultures and identities.

Peace and War

This book explores choice behavior as constrained by culture, biology, and psychoanalytic processes
in a variety of ethnographic contexts in Southeast Asia, Oceania, and Africa—the arena in which the



controversy between Derek Freeman and anthropologist Margaret Mead's ideas of culture first devel-
oped. It also examines the interface between a nomothetic anthropology and a hermeneutic, idiographic
anthropology, raising the critical question as to how ethnographic "knowledge" of another culture is
achieved and transmitted to others. Freeman rejects an exclusive reliance on either culture or biology
as key to explaining human behavior, proposing instead an interactionist paradigm. Fundamental to this
paradigm is choice behavior, which is intrinsic to our biology and basic to the formation of culture: for
cultures are the accumulation of socially sanctioned past choices. However, the greater the freedom to
choose, the greater the scope for good or bad, and the greater the need for ethics, rules, and laws for
defining prohibited alternatives. Choice and Morality investigates these themes. Its authors examine
the emergent nature of social reality as a result of choice behavior and illustrate the complexity of
Freeman's theoretical position.

The Anthropology of Europe

How and why people develop, maintain, and change cultural boundaries through time are central
issues in the social and behavioral sciences in generaland anthropological archaeology in particular.
What factors influence people to imitate or deviate from the behaviors of other group members?

How are social group boundaries produced, perpetuated, and altered by the cumulative outcomeof
these decisions? Answering these questions is fundamental to understanding cultural persistence and
change. The chapters included in this stimulating, multifaceted book address these questions. Working
in several subdisciplines, contributors report on research in the areas of cultural boundaries, cultural
transmission, and the socially organized nature of learning. Boundaries are found not only within

and between the societies in these studies but also within and between the communities of scholars
who study them. To break down these boundaries, this volume includes scholars who use multiple
theoretical perspectives, including practice theory and evolutionary traditions, which are sometimes
complementary and occasionally clashing. Geographic coverage ranges from the indigenous Americas
to Africa, the Near East, and South Asia, and the time frame extends from the prehistoric or precontact
to colonial periods and up to the ethnographic present. Contributors include leading scholars from
the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Europe. Together, they employ archaeological,
ethnographic, ethnoarchaeological,experimental, and simulation data to link micro-scale processes of
cultural transmission to macro-scale processes of social group boundary formation, continuity, and
change.

Anthropology and Cultural Studies

In the third edition of this important and influential book, Michael Herzfeld revisits the idea of ‘cultural
intimacy’. The chapters examine a range of topics touching on the relationship between state and
citizen, and the notion of ‘national character’. Herzfeld provides a developed theoretical framework and
additional clarification of core concepts such as disemia, social poetics and structural nostalgia. The
text has been fully updated in light of recent scholarship and events, including comment on Greece and
the European Union. There is new material drawn from regions such as Thailand and China, and further
consideration of religious intimacy and its impact on cities. The book improves our understanding of how
states, societies and institutions function and illustrates the relevance of anthropology to contemporary
issues such as globalization, censorship, ethnic conflict and nationalism.

Choice and Morality in Anthropological Perspective

Every year, leading social anthropologists meet to debate a motion at the heart of current theoretical
developments in their subject and this book includes the first six of these debates, spanning the
period from 1988 to 1993. Each debate has four principal speakers: one to propose the motion,
another to oppose it, and two seconders. The first debate addresses the disciplinary character of social
anthropology: can it be regarded as a science, and if so, is it able to establish general propositions about
human culture and social life? The second examines the concept of society, and in the third debate
the spotlight is turned on the role of culture in people's perception of their environments. The fourth
debate focuses on the place of language in the formation of culture. The fifth takes up the question

of how we view the past in relation to the present. Finally, in the sixth debate, the concern is with the
cross-cultural applicability of the concept of aesthetics. With its unique debate format, Key Debates in
Anthropology addresses issues that are currently at the top of the theoretical agenda, which register
the pulse of contemporary thinking in social anthropology. It will be of value to students who are not



only introduced to the different sides of every argument, but are challenged to join in and to develop
informed positions of their own.

Cultural Transmission and Material Culture

Cultural Intimacy
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