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Explore the profound impact of Constructivism on International Relations, particularly through the
influential theories of Alexander Wendt. This analysis delves into his foundational ideas and the
subsequent critiques, shaping new perspectives within the field of modern International Relations
theory and scholarly discourse.
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Constructivism and International Relations

This new book unites in one volume some of the most prominent critiques of Alexander Wendt's
constructivist theory of international relations and includes the first comprehensive reply by Wendt.
Partly reprints of benchmark articles, partly new original critiques, the critical chapters are informed by
a wide array of contending theories ranging from realism to poststructuralism. The collected leading
theorists critigue Wendt's seminal book Social Theory of International Politics and his subsequent
revisions. They take issue with the full panoply of Wendt's approach, such as his alleged positivism, his
critique of the realist school, the conceptualism of identity, and his teleological theory of history. Wendt’s
reply is not limited to rebuttal only. For the first time, he develops his recent idea of quantum social
science, as well as its implications for theorising international relations. This unique volume will be a
necessary companion to Wendt’'s book for students and researchers seeking a better understanding
of his work, and also offers one of the most up-to-date collections on constructivist theorizing.
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The New Constructivism in International Relations Theory

In this engaging book, David M. McCourt makes the case for New Constructivist approaches to
international relations scholarship. The book traces constructivist work on culture, identity, and norms
within the historical, geographical, and professional contexts of world politics, and reflects on recent
innovations in fields including practice theory, relationalism, and network analysis. Copiously illustrated
with real-world examples from the rise of China and US foreign policy, it illuminates the processes by
which international politics are built. This is both an accessible tour of Constructivism to date and a
persuasive declaration for its continuing application and value.

Social Theory of International Politics

Drawing upon philosophy and social theory, Social Theory of International Politics develops a theory
of the international system as a social construction. Alexander Wendt clarifies the central claims

of the constructivist approach, presenting a structural and idealist worldview which contrasts with

the individualism and materialism which underpins much mainstream international relations theory.
He builds a cultural theory of international politics, which takes whether states view each other as
enemies, rivals or friends as a fundamental determinant. Wendt characterises these roles as 'cultures
of anarchy', described as Hobbesian, Lockean and Kantian respectively. These cultures are shared
ideas which help shape state interests and capabilities, and generate tendencies in the international
system. The book describes four factors which can drive structural change from one culture to another
- interdependence, common fate, homogenization, and self-restraint - and examines the effects of
capitalism and democracy in the emergence of a Kantian culture in the West.

Constructing International Relations: The Next Generation

The constructivist approach is the most important new school in the field of postcold war international
relations. Constructivists assume that interstate and interorganizational relations are always at some
level linguistic contexts. Thus they bridge IR theory and social theory. This book explores the construc-
tivist approach in IR as it has been developing in the larger context of social science worldwide, with
younger IR scholars building anew on the tradition of Wittgenstein, Habermas, Luhman. Foucault, and
others. The contributors include Friedrich Kratochwil, Harald Muller, Matthias Albert, Jennifer Milliken,
Birgit Locher-Dodge and Elisabeth Prugl, Ben Rosamond, Nicholas Onuf, Audie Klotz, Lars Lose, and
the editors.

Constructivism in International Relations

Publisher Description

The Future of International Relations

This book presents the state of the art of international relations theory through an analysis of the
work of twelve key contemporary thinkers; John Vincent, Kenneth Waltz, Robert O. Keohane, Robert
Gilpin, Bertrand Badie, John Ruggie, Hayward Alker, Nicholas G. Onuf, Alexander Wendt, Jean Bethke
Elshtain, R.B.J. Walker and James Der Derian. The authors aim to break with the usual procedure in the
field which juxtaposes aspects of the work of contemporary theorists with others, presenting them as
part of a desembodied school of thought or paradigm. A more individual focus can demonstrate instead,
the well-rounded character of some of the leading oeuvres and can thus offer a more representative
view of the discipline. This book is designed to cover the work of theorists whom students of international
relations will read and sometimes stuggle with. The essays can be read either as introductions to

the work of these theorists or as companions to it. Each chapter attempts to place the thinker in the
landscape of the discipine, to identify how they go about studying International Relations, and to discuss
what others can learn from them.

Theories of International Relations

This book is a comprehensive guide to theories of International Relations (IR). Given the limitations of a
paradigm-based approach, it sheds light on eighteen theories and new theoretical perspectives in IR by
examining the work of key reference theorists. The chapters are all written to a common template. The
introductory section provides readers with a basic understanding of the theory’s genesis by locating
it within an intellectual tradition, paying particular attention to the historical and political context. The
second section elaborates on the theory as formulated by the selected reference theorist. After this



account of the theory’s core elements, the third section turns to theoretical variations, examining
conceptual subdivisions and overlaps, further developments and internal critique. The fourth section
scrutinizes the main criticisms emanating from other theoretical perspectives and highlights points

of contact with recent research in IR. The fifth and final section consists of a bibliography carefully
compiled to aid students’ further learning. Encompassing a broad range of mainstream, traditional
theories as well as emerging and critical perspectives, this is an original and ground-breaking textbook
for students of International Relations. The German edition of the book won the "Geisteswissenschaften
International” Prize, collectively awarded by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, the German Federal Foreign
Office and the German Publishers & Booksellers Association.

Social Theory of International Politics

Develops a cultural theory of international politics which contrasts with the realist mainstream.

Social Constructivism in international relations and the Gender Dimension

Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject Politics - Political Theory and the History of Ideas
Journal, grade: Eins, LMU Munich (Geschwister-Scholl Institut fir Politische Wissenschaft), course:
Social Constructivism in International Rel. Theory, language: English, abstract: The goal of this work
is to study the Approach of Social Constructivism in International Relations and to anchor this exam-
ination to the emergent debate of Feminist Constructivism as an offshoot of Gender in International
Relations. To market International Relations as a social construction is to underscore the importance
of Interactions, discourse, change and sociality as opposed to Individuality, autarky, power, materiality
, rationality and militarism. In this regard Social Constructivism ushers itself in, in the discipline of
International Relations as a new alternative to the traditional theories that have hitherto monopolized
the way political scientists have been viewing the inter - and intrastate events. Constructivism is the
new approach to International Relations. It takes a middle course between realism and liberalism.
Constructivism explores the role of ideas, images, symbols, norms, culture and discourse on social
life. It stresses that ideational factors such as dialogue and exchange of ideas are more result-oriented
in socio-political life than material factors. Constructivism is a social Theory that centers on social life
and social change. Focusing on ,,social facts"(Searle 1995) like money, sovereignty and rights which
have no material reality but are inter-subjectively made real by shared ideational forces among peoples,
Constructivists followed the example of Foucauld who opined that discourse is the root of all successes
in human and social relations. Encompassing a broad range of theories that tackle the questions of
ontology(the science of being), Constructivism insists that actors are shaped by the social environment
in which they found themselves. In this way it researches on how identities and interests are created.
Just as we have earlier noted, it handles also epistemological enquiries such as the material versus
the ideational debate. Distancing itself from Realism, Neo- Realism and other utilitarian and materialist
theories, Constructivism is skeptical about most of their claims such as those bordering on historical
and scientific accuracy. For no single observation and account is flawless.

Communitarian International Relations

Emanuel Adler is one of the leading IR theorists of his generation. This volume brings together a
collection of his articles, including four new and previously unpublished chapters.

International Relations' Last Synthesis?

Many scholars, intentionally or unintentionally, have entangled constructivisms and critical theories in
problematic ways, either by assigning a critical-theoretical politics to constructivisms or by assuming the
appropriateness of constructivist epistemology and methods for critical theorizing. IR's Last Synthesis?
makes the argument that these connections mirror IR's grand theoretical syntheses of the 1980s and
1990s and have similar constraining effects on the possibilities of IR theory. They have been made
without adequate reflection, in contradiction to the base assumptions of each theoretical perspective,
and to the detriment of both knowledge accumulation about global politics and theoretical rigor in
disciplinary IR. It is not that constructivisms and critical theories have no common ground; rather, the
fact that it has become routine for IR scholars to overstate their common ground is counterproductive
to the discovery and utilization of their potential dialogues. To that end, IR's Last Synthesis? argues
that scholars using the two in conjunction should be cognizant of, rather than gloss over, the tensions
between the approaches and the tools they have to offer. Along these lines, the book uses the concept
of affordances to look at what each has to offer the other, and to argue for a modest, reflective, specified



return to (constructivist and critical) IR theorizing. By rejecting its over-simple syntheses, this book
hews a road toward reviving IR theorizing.

The International System. To what extent is anarchy a constant or a variable?

Essay from the year 2016 in the subject Politics - General and Theories of International Politics,
grade: 1st, The University of Liverpool, course: Theories of International Relations, language: English,
abstract: We can observe that the question about how the international realm is structured and about
how anarchy works receives growing importance with recent events. While showing the theoretical
approaches of the two named IR schools, it is important to keep in mind that this topic is very close and
mutually connected to latest political developments as the Brexit or the new US-President who attempt
to renew the international order. At first, this essay will embed the theories in a historical background
and their origins. Constructivism is not only a theory in international relations. It's a big school of thought
with a huge number of subcategories and different manifestations. Especially the end of the cold war
and the fact that the scholars in IR who were following the big theories like realism or idealism failed to
predict this end, opened the door for the development of a new theory in IR. Alexander Wendt applied
the theory of a socially constructed world to the subject of international relations. The main interest

of a state, to seek survival, don’t change from a realist to a neo-realist point of view. For realists, the
condition of flawed man in the status of human nature explains why cooperation is never guaranteed
and states must increase their power consequently. In contrast to that human nature don't play a role
in the neo-realist theory, for (neo)realists, international anarchy describes the social relations among
sovereign nation-states that causally explain why wars occur.

The modern theories of international relations - old thoughts or innovative ideas? Investigation of
Constructivism and Critical Theory by the three Traditions of Martin Wight

Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject Politics - Political Theory and the History of Ideas
Journal, grade: 2,0, http://www.uni-jena.de/ (Politikwissenschaft), course: Politische Philosophie der
internationalen Beziehungen, 15 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Martin Wight,
a lecturer of international business relations, member of the “British Committee”, as well as founder of
the English School, first mentioned in his lectures the three traditions of the international theories which
have been edited in a book with the title “Martin Wright, International theory: the three traditions” by his
former students after his death. In his reflections about the international politics and the leading theories
he tries to classify the three leading schools and to show the continuity of those. In this connection,
the two basic facts of the international relations are formulated. Firstly that there is no “body” in the
international theory , but the individual schools of theory influence and cross each other, and secondly
that the new theoreticians learn from the old ideas, so that the new theories are simply shift of the stress
in the old kind of thinking, but do not represent a new and independent theory, or to say it with Wights
words: “ (the) leading premiss is that political ideas do not change much, and the range of ideas is
limited.” Based on this assumption | will analyse in the following the Constructivism of Alexander Wendt
und the Critical Theory according to Andrew Linklater which belong to the post-positivistic group of the
international theories. In this connection | will use Wight's traditions to check, whether his claims will
be acknowledged or whether these modern theories establish a new and independent line. Starting
with a short introduction in the main characteristics and main statements of the several schools | will
assign the modern theoreticians to the corresponding traditions of Martin Wight using the statements
concerning the human nature, the international society, the national state as well as the foreign policy
and the international law. Furthermore | will check whether and where they are similar in order to
discuss an conclusion where there are differences and similarities between the ancient and the new
»thinkers" and to what extent the statement of Wight is justified or not.

Recovering International Relations

Recovering International Relations bridges two key divides in contemporary IR: between 'value-free'
and normative theory, and between reflective, philosophically inflected explorations of ethics in schol-
arship and close, empirical studies of practical problems in world politics. Featuring a novel, provocative
and detailed survey of IR's development over the second half of the twentieth century, the work draws
on early Frankfurt School social theory to suggest a new ethical and methodological foundation for the
study of world politics-sustainable critique-which draws these disparate approaches together in light
of their common aims, and redacts them in the face of their particular limitations. Understanding the
discipline as a vocation as well as a series of academic and methodological practices, sustainable



critique aims to balance the insights of normative and empirical theory against each other. Each must
be brought to bear if scholarship is to meaningfully, and responsibly, address an increasingly dense,
heavily armed, and persistently diverse world.

Power, Realism and Constructivism

Framed by a new and substantial introductory chapter, this book collects Stefano Guzzini’s reference
articles and some less well-known publications on power, realism and constructivism. By analysing
theories and their assumptions, but also theorists following their intellectual paths, his analysis explores
the diversity of different schools, and moves beyond simple definitions to explore their intrinsic tensions
and fallacies. Guzzini’s approach to the analysis of power — within and outside International Relations
— provides the common theme of the book through which the theoretical state of the art in IR

is reassessed. A novel analysis of power and the potential limits of realism and constructivism in
International Relations, Power, Realism and Constructivism will be of interest to students and scholars
of international relations, international political economy, social and political theory, and the study of
power.

Limits of International Relations

Alexander Wendt has been one of the most consistently brilliant and innovative thinkers in international
relations. This book builds on his body of work to develop a radical critique of many of the key
assumptions underpinning the discipline. Dealing with a wide variety of subjects from quantum theory
to what the debate about UFOs teaches us about the limits of knowledge.

Fifty Key Thinkers in International Relations

Now in its second edition, Fifty Key Thinkers in International Relations has been thoroughly updated

with several new entries and a new preface to reflect the latest developments. There are new sections
on Constructivism, International Political Theory, and English School, as well as a range of new thinkers.
They include: Samuel Huntington Christine Sylvester Jurgen Habermas John Rawls Barry Buzan Fully
cross-referenced throughout, this book has everything for students of politics and international relations
or indeed anyone who wants to gain an understanding of how nations can work together successfully.

Concerning Alexander Wendt's constructivism, identity and change

Essay from the year 2005 in the subject Politics - International Politics - General and Theories, grade: 71
(UK system), University of Kent, language: English, abstract: This paper argues that Wendt's approach,
by taking states’ domestic identities as given, is not able to explain changes in structure adequately.
Particularly, Wendt's assumption does not provide sufficient insights into processes of identity (trans-)
formation. Wendt's approach is lacking a theory of action. He is e.g. not able to explain the reasons and
processes that trigger the change of role-definitions (identities) at the state level. In order to develop
the above mentioned thesis, Wendt's concept of change will be shortly outlined by exactly identifying
when change in identity, and thus change in structure is possible. In the main part, it will be shown why
exogenously given ‘corporate identity’ constitutes the wrong ontological approach to explain identity
formation sufficiently. Finally, in the last part of the paper, a summary will cover the findings of the
analysis.

The New Twenty Years' Crisis

The liberal order is decaying. Will it survive, and if not, what will replace it? On the eightieth anniversary
of the publication of E.H. Carr's The Twenty Years' Crisis, 1919-1939, Philip Cunliffe revisits this classic
text, juxtaposing its claims with contemporary debates on the rise and fall of the liberal international
order. The New Twenty Years' Crisis reveals that the liberal international order experienced a twen-
ty-year cycle of decline from 1999 to 2019. In contrast to claims that the order has been undermined by
authoritarian challengers, Cunliffe argues that the primary drivers of the crisis are internal. He shows
that the heavily ideological international relations theory that has developed since the end of the Cold
War is clouded by utopianism, replacing analysis with aspiration and expressing the interests of power
rather than explaining its functioning. As a result, a growing tendency to discount political alternatives
has made us less able to adapt to political change. In search of a solution, this book argues that
breaking through the current impasse will require not only dissolving the new forms of utopianism, but
also pushing past the fear that the twenty-first century will repeat the mistakes of the twentieth. Only



then can we finally escape the twenty years' crisis. By reflecting on Carr's foundational work, The New
Twenty Years' Crisis offers an opportunity to take stock of the current state of international order and
international relations theory.

International Relations

The book is written for active learners — those keen on cutting their own path through the complex and
at times hardly comprehensible world of THEORY in International Relations. To aid this process as
much as possible, this book employs the didactical and methodical concept of integrating teaching
and self-study. The criteria for structured learning about IR theory will be derived from an extensive
discussion of the questions and problems of philosophy of science (Part 1). Theory of IR refers to

the scientific study of IR and covers all of the following subtopics: the role and status of theory in the
academic discipline of IR; the understanding of IR as a science and what a "'scientific"" theory is;

the different assumptions upon which theory building in IR is based; the different types of theoretical
constructions and models of explanations found at the heart of particular theories; and the different
approaches taken on how theory and the practice of international relations are linked to each other. The
criteria for the structured learning process will be applied in Part 2 of the book during the presentation of
five selected theories of International Relations. The concept is based on "learning through example™
— that is, the five theories have been chosen because, when applying the criteria developed in Part 1
of the book, each single theory serves as an example for something deeply important to learn about
THEORY of IR more generally.

Practice Theory and International Relations

Advances our understanding of global and international relations through a ground-breaking philo-
sophical analysis of social practices indebted to Oakeshott, Wittgenstein and Hegel.

Classics of International Relations

Classics of International Relations introduces, contextualises and assesses 24 of the most important
works on international relations of the last 100 years. Providing an indispensable guide for all students
of IR theory, from advanced undergraduates to academic specialists, it asks why are these works
considered classics? Is their status deserved? Will it endure? It takes as its starting point Norman
Angell's best-selling The Great lllusion (1909) and concludes with Daniel Deudney’s award winning
Bounding Power (2006). The volume does not ignore established classics such as Morgenthau’s Politics
Among Nations and Waltz’s Theory of International Politics, but seeks to expand the ‘IR canon’ beyond
its core realist and liberal texts. It thus considers emerging classics such as Linklater’s critical sociology
of moral boundaries, Men and Citizens in the Theory of International Relations, and Enloe’s pioneering
gender analysis, Bananas, Beaches and Bases. It also innovatively considers certain ‘alternative
format’ classics such as Kubrick’s satire on the nuclear arms race, Dr Strangelove, and Errol Morris’s
powerful documentary on war and US foreign policy, The Fog of War. With an international cast of
contributors, many of them leading authorities on their subject, Classics of International Relations
will become a standard reference for all those wishing to make sense of a rapidly developing and
diversifying field. Classics of International Relations is designed to become a standard reference text
for advanced undergraduates, post-graduates and lecturers in the field of IR.

The Ideas and Practices of the European Union’s Structural Antidiplomacy

In The Ideas and Practices of the European Union’s Structural Antidiplomacy, Steffen Bay Rasmussen
offers a comprehensive analysis of the different facets of EU diplomacy, arguing that it constitutes a
unique form of international agency called structural antidiplomacy.

A Relational Theory of World Politics

A reinterpretation of world politics drawing on Chinese cultural and philosophical traditions to argue for
a focus on relations amongst actors, rather than on the actors individually.

Critical Theories in International Relations

"The book analyzes the critical theories in international relations that have become increasingly popular
in the post-Cold War era. The book will analyze critical theory, Frankfurt School, constructivism,



post-colonialism, feminism, critical geopolitics, political economy, Copenhagen School, Aberystwyth
School, Paris School and Ontological security"--

The Origins of Major War

One of the most important questions of human existence is what drives nations to war—especially
massive, system-threatening war. Much military history focuses on the who, when, and where of war.
In this riveting book, Dale C. Copeland brings attention to bear on why governments make decisions
that lead to, sustain, and intensify conflicts.Copeland presents detailed historical narratives of several
twentieth-century cases, including World War |, World War 11, and the Cold War. He highlights instigating
factors that transcend individual personalities, styles of government, geography, and historical context
to reveal remarkable consistency across several major wars usually considered dissimilar. The result
is a series of challenges to established interpretive positions and provocative new readings of the
causes of conflict.Classical realists and neorealists claim that dominant powers initiate war. Hegemonic
stability realists believe that wars are most often started by rising states. Copeland offers an approach
stronger in explanatory power and predictive capacity than these three brands of realism: he examines
not only the power resources but the shifting power differentials of states. He specifies more precisely
the conditions under which state decline leads to conflict, drawing empirical support from the critical
cases of the twentieth century as well as major wars spanning from ancient Greece to the Napoleonic
Wars.

The Art of World-Making

On its face, The Art of World-Making focuses on honouring the career of Nicholas Greenwood Onuf
and his contributions to the study of international relations; of equal importance, however, while using
Onuf’s work as their touchstone, the contributions to this volume range widely across IR theory, making
important interventions in some of the most important topics in the field today. The volume considers the
place of Constructivism and Republicanism in the field of international relations, and the contestation
that accompanies the question of their place in the field, asking: « What explains the dominance of
some forms of Constructivism and the relative lack of influence of other forms? « What can rule-oriented
Constructivism, the focus here, provide our field that other forms of Constructivism have been unable
to? « Into what new and productive directions can Constructivism be taken? « What are its gaps and
what are the resources to remedy those gaps? « What can Republicanism tell us about ongoing issues
in international law, global governance, liberalism, and crisis? Drawing together essays from some of
the leading scholars in the field, space is given after each chapter for a detailed and highly personal
response piece to each contribution, written by Onuf. This unique volume will be essential reading for
students and scholars of international relations.

Critical Theory and World Politics

This text brings together leading critical theorists of world politics to discuss both the promise and
the pitfalls of their work. The contributors range broadly across the terrain of world politics, engaging
with both theory and emancipatory practice. Critiques by two scholars from other IR traditions are
also included. The result is a seminal statement of the critical theory approach to understanding world
politics.

Postpositivist International Relations Theory

This book discusses postpositivist theories foregrounding postpositivism against the reigning realist
and positivist-pluralist orthodoxies. The book explicates seven theories, not as disparate endeavours,
but as developments linked by a common thread that seeks to enunciate globalist emancipatory goals
for the theoretical field and the world that these theories seek to change. It focuses on the following
themes: feminism, environmentalism or green theory, the English school, critical theory, constructivism,
postmodernism and postcolonialism. Additionally, a separate chapter on globalization shows that
while mainstream (neo)realist international relations theories respond hostilely to globalization and
liberal-pluralist theories react benignly to it, postpositivist theories positively welcome it. The book
offers a competent meta-theoretical gridwork, showing on which side of the opposing disciplinary
positions in the fourth debate each of the seven theories are located. It is a comprehensive guide to
the postpositivist restructuring of the discipline of international relations. This book will be of interest to
researchers and students of political science, international relations, history, humanities and literature.



An Introduction to International Relations

Invaluable to students and those approaching the subject for the first time, An Introduction to Interna-
tional Relations, Second Edition provides a comprehensive and stimulating introduction to international
relations, its traditions and its changing nature in an era of globalisation. Thoroughly revised and
updated, it features chapters written by a range of experts from around the world. It presents a global
perspective on the theories, history, developments and debates that shape this dynamic discipline and
contemporary world politics. Now in full-colour and accompanied by a password-protected companion
website featuring additional chapters and case studies, this is the indispensable guide to the study of
international relations.

Psychology and Constructivism in International Relations

Psychology and constructivism together offer new ways of understanding international relations

History Education and International Relations

First in-depth study to examine the implications of history education in the context of international
relations (interstate and transnational), focusing on Japanese textbooks. The author argues that despite
a widespread recognition that our grasp of history has some relevance to our views and attitudes
towards foreign countries and peoples.

Power, Realism and Constructivism

This book brings together Stefano Guzzini's research on power, realism and constructivism, framed
by a new and substantial introductory chapter. It explores the diversity of different schools and their
intrinsic tensions and fallacies by analysing both theories and their assumptions, and theorists following
their intellectual paths.

Role Theory in International Relations

Role Theory in International Relations provides a comprehensive, up-to-date survey of recent theoret-
ical scholarship on foreign policy roles and extensive empirical analysis of role behaviour of a variety
of states in the current era of eroding American hegemony. Taking stock of the evolution of role theory
within foreign policy analysis, international relations and social science theory, the authors probe role
approaches in combination with IR concepts such as socialization, learning and communicative action.
They draw upon comparative case studies of foreign policy roles of states (the United States, Japan,
PR China, Germany, France, UK, Poland, Sweden, and Norway) and international institutions (NATO,
EU) to assess NATO'’s transformation, the EU as a normative power as well as the impact of China’s
rise on U.S. hegemony under the Bush and Obama administrations. The chapters also offer compelling
theoretical arguments about the nexus between foreign policy role change and the evolution of the
international society. This important new volume advances current role theory scholarship, offering
concrete theoretical suggestions of how foreign policy analysis and IR theory could benefit from a
closer integration of role theory. It will be of great interest to all scholars and students of international
relations, foreign policy and international politics.

Quantum Mind and Social Science

A unique contribution to the understanding of social science, showing the implications of quantum
physics for the nature of human society.



International Relations Theories

Drawing on a wealth of expertise from an international team of contributors, the second edition of
International Relations Theories presents a diverse selection of theoretical positions. Arguing that
theory is central to explaining the dynamics of world politics, editors Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki, and
Steve Smith cover a wide variety of theoretical positions--from the historically dominant traditions to
powerful critical voices since the 1980s. The editors have brought together a team of international
contributors, each specializing in a different theory. The contributors explain the theoretical background
to their positions before showing how and why their theories matter. The book opens up space for
analysis and debate, allowing students to decide which theories they find most useful in explaining and
understanding international relations.

Introduction to International Relations

Comprehensive coverage of all major classical and contemporary theories and approaches, the text
focuses on the connections between theory and current issues in international relations.

Social Power in International Politics

Introduces and defines the concept of social power and examines how it works in international politics.
Including perspectives from the EU, the US, Middle East and China, this title features a range of case
studies on culture and pop culture, media, public diplomacy and branding.

Posthuman International Relations

In this bold intervention, Cudworth and Hobden draw on recent advances in thinking about complexity
theory to call for a profound re-envisioning of the study of international relations. As a discipline,

IR is wedded to the enlightenment project of overcoming the 'hazards' of nature, and thus remains
constrained by its blinkered 'human-centred’ approach. Furthermore, as a means of predicting major
global-political events and trends, it has failed consistently. Instead, the authors argue, it is essential
we develop a much more nuanced and sophisticated analysis of global political systems, taking into
account broader environmental circumstances, as well as social relations, economic practices and
formations of political power. Essentially, the book reveals how the study of international politics is
transformed by the understanding that we have never been exclusively human. An original work that
is sure to provoke heated debate within the discipline, Posthuman International Relations combines
insights from complexity theory and ecological thinking to provide a radical new agenda for a progres-
sive, twenty-first century, International Relations.
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