
Eastern Front WWII, German troops 1941-45, Barbarisation of warfare, World War 2 history, Wehrmacht Eastern Front

The Eastern Front 1941 45 German Troops And The Bar-
barisation Of Warfare

#Eastern Front WWII #German troops 1941-45 #Barbarisation of warfare #World War 2 history #Wehrmacht Eastern 
Front 

Explore the brutal realities of the Eastern Front during World War II, from 1941 to 1945. This period saw 
German troops engage in unprecedented levels of ferocity, leading to the systematic barbarisation of 
warfare and immense human cost. Understand the strategic challenges, ideological conflicts, and the 
devastating impact on both soldiers and civilians in this pivotal theater.

Students can use these dissertations as models for structuring their own work.
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The Eastern Front, 1941–45, German Troops and the Barbarisation of Warfare

Based largely upon unpublished sources, Omer Bartov's study looks closely at the background of the 
German army on the Eastern Front during the Second World War. He describes the physical hardship, 
the discipline and morale at the front, and analyses the social, educational and political background 
of the junior officers who formed the backbone of the German army. Only with these factors in mind - 
together with the knowledge of the extent of National Socialist indoctrination - can we begin to explain 
the criminal activities of the German army in Russia and the extent of involvement of the army in the 
execution of Hitler's brutal policies.

The Eastern Front, 1941-45

Based largely upon unpublished sources, Omer Bartov's study looks closely at the background of the 
German army on the Eastern Front during the Second World War. He describes the physical hardship, 
the discipline and morale at the front, and analyses the social, educational and political background 
of the junior officers who formed the backbone of the German army. Only with these factors in mind - 
together with the knowledge of the extent of National Socialist indoctrination - can we begin to explain 
the criminal activities of the German army in Russia and the extent of involvement of the army in the 
execution of Hitler's brutal policies.

The Eastern Front, 1941-45, German Troops and the Barbarisation ofWarfare

Graphically describes the appalling hardships faced by German troops on the Eastern Front 1941-1945. 
Hitler’s shock decision to launch the Axis invasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941 was arguably the 
turning point of the Second World War. Spectacular early victories saw the Nazis close in on Moscow but 
the Soviet 1941/42 winter counter offensive changed the odds entirely. Without doubt Russian winter 
conditions were a major factor compounded by the Germans’ woeful lack of preparedness. As this 
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fascinating book reveals, Wehrmacht and SS units only began to be issued with winter clothing in late 
1941 and many had to improvise well into 1942. In an attempt to restore morale adversely affected by 
the harsh conditions and military reversals ‘The Winter Warfare Handbook’ (Winter Buch) was produced 
in 1942 and extracts are quoted in this work. Commanders had to adapt to the snow, freezing conditions 
and, almost worse, the impassable roads during the melt. With customary thoroughness and drastic 
measures the Germans largely mastered the climatic challenges but nothing could mask the reality of 
the ruthless and numerically superior enemy that they faced.

The Barbarisation of Warfare

Dawn on Sunday 22 June 1941 saw the opening onslaughts of Operation Barbarossa as German 
forces stormed forward into the Soviet Union. Few of them were to survive the five long years of bitter 
struggle.??A posting to the Eastern Front during the Second World War was rightly regarded with dread 
by the German soldiers. They were faced by the unremitting hostility of the climate, the people and 
even, at times, their own leadership. They saw epic battles such as Stalingrad and Kursk, and yet it 
was a daily war of attrition which ultimately proved fatal for Hitler's ambition and the German military 
machine. ??In this classic account leading military historian James Lucas examines different aspects of 
the fighting, from war in the trenches to a bicycle-mounted anti-tank unit fighting against the oncoming 
Russian hordes. Told through the experiences of the German soldiers who endured these nightmarish 
years of warfare, War on the Eastern Front is a unique record of this cataclysmic campaign.

The Nazis' Winter Warfare on the Eastern Front, 1941–1945

He then examines the pacifist reaction in interwar France to show how it contributed to a climate of 
collaboration with dictatorship and mass murder.

War on the Eastern Front

Hitler's shock decision to launch the Axis invasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941 was arguably the 
turning point of the Second World War. Spectacular early victories saw the Nazis close in on Moscow but 
the Soviet 1941/42 winter counter offensive changed the odds entirely. Without doubt Russian winter 
conditions were a major factor compounded by the Germans' woeful lack of preparedness. As this 
fascinating book reveals, Wehrmacht and SS units only began to be issued with winter clothing in late 
1941 and many had to improvise well into 1942. In an attempt to restore morale adversely affected by 
the harsh conditions and military reversals 'The Winter Warfare Handbook' (Winter Buch) was produced 
in 1942 and extracts are quoted in this work. Commanders had to adapt to the snow, freezing conditions 
and, almost worse, the impassable roads during the melt. With customary thoroughness and drastic 
measures the Germans largely mastered the climatic challenges but nothing could mask the reality of 
the ruthless and numerically superior enemy that they faced.

Mirrors of Destruction

By 1944, the overwhelming majority of the German Army had participated in the German war of 
annihilation in the Soviet Union and historians continue to debate the motivations behind the violence 
unleashed in the east. Jeff Rutherford offers an important new contribution to this debate through 
a study of combat and the occupation policies of three frontline infantry divisions. He shows that 
while Nazi racial ideology provided a legitimizing context in which violence was not only accepted 
but encouraged, it was the Wehrmacht's adherence to a doctrine of military necessity which is critical 
in explaining why German soldiers fought as they did. This meant that the German Army would do 
whatever was necessary to emerge victorious on the battlefield. Periods of brutality were intermixed 
with conciliation as the army's view and treatment of the civilian population evolved based on its 
appreciation of the larger context of war in the east.

The Nazis' Winter Warfare on the Eastern Front 1941-1945

On June 22, 1941, Hitler began what would be the most important campaign of the European theater. 
The war against the Soviet Union would leave tens of millions of Soviet citizens dead and large parts of 
the country in ruins. This title provides a concise history of the Germans' opening campaign of conquest 
and genocide in 1941.

Combat and Genocide on the Eastern Front



A pictorial history of the German Army retreating west from the Soviet Army in the final stages of 
World War II. After the defeat at Stalingrad in January 1943, the German Army’s front lines were 
slowly smashed to pieces by the growing might of the Soviet Army. Yet these soldiers continued to 
fight. Even after the failed battle of the Kursk in the summer of 1943, and then a year later when 
the Russians launched their mighty summer offensive, code names Operation Bagration, the German 
Army continued to fight on, withdrawing under constant enemy ground and air bombardments. As the 
final months of retreat were played out on the Eastern Front in early 1945, it depicts how the once 
vaunted German Army, with diminishing resources, withdrew back across the Polish/German frontier 
to Berlin itself.

War of Annihilation

In this second volume examining the German infantryman before and during World War 2, post-1941 
training, weapons, equipment, combat experiences and medical care are examined. The 'faceless' 
German soldier who struggled through bitter fighting up to and including Stalingrad retains his identity 
both as a human being and as a vital part of the Wehrmacht's order of battle. Containing a full array of 
previously unpublished photographs taken by German soldiers during the invasion of Russia this book 
shows in superb detail daily life and duties, the soldiers themselves, and combat action.

German Army on the Eastern Front: The Retreat, 1943–1945

A study, based on Soviet and German archival sources, of Soviet partisan activities in the rear of the 
German Army Group North 1941-44.

German Infantryman (2) Eastern Front 1941–43

The war between Nazi Germany and Stalin's Soviet Union that raged between 1941 and 1945 
was the ultimate confrontation between the two great totalitarian ideologies of the twentieth century. 
Unprecedented in the scale of the destruction that it wrought and the deep historical scars that it left 
behind, it was a gargantuan conflict in every sense of the term: in the vast territories over which it 
ranged, its intensity and duration, the huge numbers of people involved - and last but by no means 
least, the millions of victims that it claimed. The invasion of the Soviet Union was the conflict that Hitler 
had always ultimately planned for: a pitiless war of conquest and destruction in which the Fuehrer 
dreamed of creating his 'Thousand Year Reich', destroying his ideological opponents, and enslaving or 
'eliminating' whole peoples in the process. It was right from the start a struggle for survival, conducted 
with great bitterness and savagery by opponents who knew that defeat meant the destruction of 
everything they stood for. The outcome of this bitter struggle was quite as momentous as the struggle 
which had preceded it. By 1945 a huge swathe of Europe between Berlin and Moscow had been 
reduced to a devastated wasteland in which whole societies had been erased from the face of the 
earth. Over 26 million Soviets and between four and five million Germans lay dead. The victory of 
the Red Army transformed the Soviet Union into one of the world's two superpowers. It also saw the 
complete destruction of Hitler's megalomaniac vision for the East, the division of the German Reich, and 
the Soviet domination of Eastern Europe for a generation. In Operation Barbarossa, German military 
historian Christian Hartmann draws upon the latest research, enriched by a wealth of eye-witness 
testimony from both the Soviet and the German sides, to paint a masterly overview of these momentous 
four years and their human consequences - one that is both gripping and at times deeply moving.

The War Behind the Eastern Front

This volume contains the most important contributions by distinguished historians who have thoroughly 
demolished this Wehrmacht myth. The picture that emerges from this collection is a depressing one 
and raises many questions about why "ordinary men" got involved as perpetrators and bystanders in 
an unprecedented program of extermination of "racially inferior" men, women, and children in Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union during the Second World War."--Pub. desc.

Operation Barbarossa

Chronicle and analysis of Hitler's Eastern Front campaign.



War of Extermination

Describes the battles, weapons, and men who took part in the Nazi invasion of Soviet Russia in 1941.

Barbarossa

Provides a pictorial account of the Eastern Front campaign from Hitler's Operation Barbarossa, through 
the Nazis' Blitzkrieg successes, to the fall of Berlin using images from Russian, German, and British 
collections.

The Eastern Front

First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Eastern Front in Photographs

Photo chronicle of the German-Soviet campaign on the Eastern Front during its first brutal winter after 
Operation Barbarossa ground to a halt outside Moscow.

The Wehrmacht

A stunning photographic account of Hitler’s last stand in the face of the Red Army’s successful offensive 
of 1944. Drawing on rare and previously unpublished photographs accompanied by in-depth captions, 
the book provides an absorbing analysis of this traumatic period of the Second World War. It reveals in 
detail how the Battle of Kursk was the beginning of the end and how this massive operation led to the 
Red Army recapturing huge areas of the Soviet Union and bleeding white the German armies it struck. 
Despite the adverse situation in which both the German Army and its Waffen-SS counterparts were 
placed, soldiers continued to fight to the bitter end and attempted to build new defense lines. But as the 
Red Army launched its long awaited summer offensive on June 1944, German forces were forced to 
withdraw under the constant hammer blows of ground and aerial bombardments. Those German forces 
that survived the artillery barrages, the onslaught of the tank armadas, and mass infantry assaults, 
streamed back from the battlefield and fought vicious battles through the Baltic States, Byelorussia, 
and built up new defense along the Vistula River in Poland. As the final months of the war were played 
out on the Eastern Front, the army and Waffen-SS, with diminishing resources, withdrew across a 
devastated Reich and fought out their last battle with party militia forces around a devastated Berlin.

First Winter on the Eastern Front

In the final year of the Second World War, as bitter defensive fighting moved to German soil, a 
wave of intra-ethnic violence engulfed the country. Bastiaan Willems offers the first study into the 
impact and behaviour of the Wehrmacht on its own territory, focusing on the German units fighting 
in East Prussia and its capital Königsberg. He shows that the Wehrmacht's retreat into Germany, after 
three years of brutal fighting on the Eastern Front, contributed significantly to the spike of violence 
which occurred throughout the country immediately prior to defeat. Soldiers arriving with an ingrained 
barbarised mindset, developed on the Eastern Front, shaped the immediate environment of the area of 
operations, and of Nazi Germany as a whole. Willems establishes how the norms of the Wehrmacht as 
a retreating army impacted behavioural patterns on the home front, arguing that its presence increased 
the propensity to carry out violence in Germany.

Hitler's Defeat on the Eastern Front

Written by three leading military historians, the Eastern Front is a superb history of the cataclysmic 
struggle between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union.

Violence in Defeat

Making use of the extensive memoirs of German and Russian soldiers to bring their story to life, the 
narrative follows on from On A Knife's Edge, which described the encirclement and destruction of the 
German Sixth Army at Stalingrad and the offensives and counter-offensives that followed throughout 
the winter of 1942–43. Beginning towards the end of the Battle of Kursk, Retribution explores the 
massive Soviet offensive that followed Operation Zitadelle, which saw depleted and desperate German 
troops forced out of Central Ukraine. In this title, Buttar describes in detail the little-known series of 



near-constant battles that saw a weakened German army confronted by a tactically sophisticated force 
of over six million Soviet troops. As a result, the Wehrmacht was driven back to the Dnepr and German 
forces remaining in the Taman Peninsula south of Rostov withdrew into the Crimea, a retreat which 
would become one of many in the months that followed.

The Eastern Front

The terrible months between the arrival of the Red Army on German soil and the final collapse of Hitler's 
regime were like no other in the Second World War. The Soviet Army's intent to take revenge for the 
horror that the Nazis had wreaked on their people produced a conflict of implacable brutality in which 
millions perished. From the great battles that marked the Soviet conquest of East and West Prussia 
to the final surrender in the Vistula estuary, this book recounts in chilling detail the desperate struggle 
of soldiers and civilians alike. These brutal campaigns are brought vividly to life by a combination of 
previously untold testimony and astute strategic analysis recognising a conflict of unprecedented horror 
and suffering.

Retribution

A pictorial history of the end of World War II from the perspective of Nazi Germany. Drawing on rare 
and previously unpublished photographs accompanied by in-depth captions and text, this book is a 
compelling account of the final weeks of the Nazis’ struggle for survival against overwhelming odds. 
Each photograph fully captures the tension, turmoil, and tragedy of those last, terrible days of war 
as Wehmacht, Waffen SS, Luftwaffe, Hitlerjungend, Volkssturm, and other units, some of which were 
comprised of barely trained conscripts, fought out their last battles. Exhausted and demoralized skeletal 
units must have been aware of the impending defeat. Yet the German General Staff was still resolved to 
fight at all costs. By late March 1945, less than 100 miles east of Berlin, some 250,000 German troops 
had slowly withdrawn to the Oder, and what followed was a series of fierce and determined defensive 
actions that would finally see the Germans encircled and fighting the last desperate battle within Berlin 
itself against overwhelming odds.

Battleground Prussia

Between 1933 and 1939, the strength and influence of the SS grew considerably with thousands 
of men being recruited into the new ideological armed formation, many into units known as the 
SS-Verfgungstruppe (Special Disposal Troop). These troops saw action in Poland before switching to 
the Western Front in 1940. Out of this organisation the SS Das Reich Division was created.This book, 
with its extensive text and over 250 rare and unpublished photographs with detailed captions describes 
the fighting tactics, the uniforms, the battles and the different elements that went into making the Das 
Reich Division such a formidable fighting force. The chapters reveal the Division as it battled its way 
through Poland, the Low Countries, the Balkans and the Eastern Front. Finally the Das Reich defended 
Normandy before falling back to Germany.The Division gained its fearsome and notorious reputation 
for its fighting ability, often against vastly numerically superior forces, as well as its fanatical zeal.

The Crushing of Army Group North 1944-1945 on the Eastern Front

Rare photographs from both official and unofficial SS sources illustrate the role of the individual in 
this epic struggle. This is a candid and comprehensive picture of warfare on the Russian Front at the 
sharp end. These were the men who manned the trenches, climbed mountains and marched across 
the endless steppe in all seasons.

Final Days of the Reich

As the Cold War followed on the heels of the Second World War, as the Nuremburg Trials faded in 
the shadow of the Iron Curtain, both the Germans and the West were quick to accept the idea that 
Hitler's army had been no SS, no Gestapo, that it was a professional force little touched by Nazi 
politics. But in this compelling account Omer Bartov reveals a very different history, as he probes the 
experience of the average soldier to show just how thoroughly Nazi ideology permeated the army. In 
Hitler's Army, Bartov focuses on the titanic struggle between Germany and the Soviet Union--where the 
vast majority of German troops fought--to show how the savagery of war reshaped the army in Hitler's 
image. Both brutalized and brutalizing, these soldiers needed to see their bitter sacrifices as noble 
patriotism and to justify their own atrocities by seeing their victims as subhuman. In the unprecedented 



ferocity and catastrophic losses of the Eastrn front, he writes, soldiers embraced the idea that the 
war was a defense of civilization against Jewish/Bolshevik barbarism, a war of racial survival to be 
waged at all costs. Bartov describes the incredible scale and destruction of the invasion of Russia in 
horrific detail. Even in the first months--often depicted as a time of easy victories--undermanned and 
ill-equipped German units were stretched to the breaking point by vast distances and bitter Soviet 
resistance. Facing scarce supplies and enormous casualties, the average soldier sank to ta a primitive 
level of existence, re-experiencing the trench warfare of World War I under the most extreme weather 
conditions imaginable; the fighting itself was savage, and massacres of prisoners were common. Troops 
looted food and supplies from civilians with wild abandon; they mercilessly wiped out villages suspected 
of aiding partisans. Incredible losses led to recruits being thrown together in units that once had been 
filled with men from the same communities, making Nazi ideology even more important as a binding 
force. And they were further brutalized by a military justice system that executed almost 15,000 German 
soldiers during the war. Bartov goes on to explore letters, diaries, military reports, and other sources, 
showing how widespread Hitler's views became among common fighting men--men who grew up, he 
reminds us, under the Nazi regime. In the end, they truly became Hitler's army. In six years of warfare, 
the vast majority of German men passed through the Wehrmacht and almost every family had a relative 
who fought in the East. Bartov's powerful new account of how deeply Nazi ideology penetrated the army 
sheds new light on how deeply it penetrated the nation. Hitler's Army makes an important correction 
not merely to the historical record but to how we see the world today.

SS Das Reich at War, 1939–1945

"The terrible months between the arrival of the Red Army on German soil and the final collapse of 
Hitler's regime were like no other in the Second World War. The Soviet Army's intent to take revenge for 
the horror that the Nazis had wreaked on their people produced a conflict of implacable brutality in which 
millions perished. From the great battles that marked the Soviet conquest of East and West Prussia 
to the final surrender in the Vistula estuary, this book recounts in chilling detail the desperate struggle 
of soldiers and civilians alike. These brutal campaigns are brought vividly to life by a combination of 
previously untold testimony and astute strategic analysis recognising a conflict of unprecedented horror 
and suffering."--Bloomsbury Publishing.

SS Grenadiers on The Russian Front

Nazi Germany's assault on the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941, Operation Barbarossa, was the 
largest invasion in history. Almost 3.5 million men smashed into Stalin's Red Army, reaching the gates of 
Leningrad, Moscow and Sevastopol. But not all of this vast army was German; indeed, by the summer of 
1942, over 500,000 were Romanians, Italians, Hungarians, Slovaks and Croatians – Hitler's Axis allies. 
As part of the German offensive that year, more than four allied armies advanced to the Don only to be 
utterly annihilated in the Red Army's Saturn and Uranus winter offensives. Hundreds of thousands were 
killed, wounded or captured, and the German Sixth Army was left surrounded and dying in the rubble 
of Stalingrad. Poorly equipped, often badly led and totally unprepared for the war, they were asked to 
fight. Drawing on first-hand accounts from veterans and civilians, as well as previously unpublished 
source material, Death on the Don tells the story of one of the greatest military disasters of the Second 
World War.

Hitler's Army

The third volume in Nik Cornish s photographic history of the Second World War on the Eastern Front 
records in vivid visual detail the sequence of Red Army offensives that pushed the Wehrmacht back 
across Russia after the failure of Operation Citadel, the German attack at Kursk. Previously unpublished 
images show the epic scale of the build-up to the Kursk battle and the enormous cost in terms of lives 
and material of the battle itself. They also show that the military initiative was now firmly in Soviet hands, 
for the balance of power on the Eastern Front had shifted and the Germans were on the defensive and in 
retreat. Subsequent chapters chronicle the hard-fought and bloody German withdrawal across western 
Russia and the Ukraine, recording the Red Army s liberation of occupied Soviet territory, the recovery 
of key cities like Orel, Kharkov and Kiev, the raising of the siege of Leningrad and the advance to the 
borders of the Baltic states. Not only do the photographs track the sequence of events on the ground, 
they also show the equipment and weapons used by both sides, the living conditions experienced by 
the troops, the actions of the Soviet partisans, the fight against the Finns in the north, the massive 
logistical organization behind the front lines, and the devastation the war left in its wake."

German Army on the Eastern Front - The Retreat 1943-1945: Rare Photographs From Wartime 
Archives



A pictorial history of the Nazi retreat from the Western and Eastern Fronts, back to Germany, as World 
War II came to an end. Drawing on a superb collection of rare and unpublished photographs, this book 
in the popular Images of War Series provides insight into the last desperate year of the German Army. It 
analyzes, in dramatic detail, the German retreat from the wastelands of the Eastern and Western Fronts 
into a bombed and devastated Third Reich to the very gates of Berlin. Accompanied by detailed captions 
and text, the book shows how Wehrmacht, Waffen-SS, Luftwaffe, Hitlerjugend and Volksturm personnel 
attempted to defend every yard of ground against the overwhelming Allied forces. As the final months of 
the war are played out, the reader learns how the Germans fought to the death in a desperate attempt 
to prevent what Hitler called the “two-fold devastation of the Reich.” Despite the adverse situation in 
which the German Army was placed, soldiers continued right to the very end, holding their lines under 
the constant hammer blows of ground and air bombardments. Those German forces that were fortunate 
enough to survive the overwhelming ferocity of the enemy onslaught, gradually streamed back to fight 
on home soil until they were either destroyed or were driven around a devastated Berlin.

Battleground Prussia

This book is an important reassessment of the failure of Germany's 1941 campaign against the Soviet 
Union.

The German Army, 1939-45 (4)

In his major reassessment of the war on the Eastern Front, Anthony Tucker-Jones casts new light on 
the brutal fighting on the Eastern Front, in such astounding German defeats as at Stalingrad and Kursk.

Hitler's war in the East, 1941-1945

Featuring 250 previously unpublished action photographs, this work depicts the battles between the 
Waffen SS and the Red Army on the Eastern Front between 1941 and 1945.

Death on the Don

Hitler Versus Stalin
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