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Explore the foundational principles of ancient Athens law, delving into the intricate Athenian legal 
system and its profound influence on societal structures. This topic examines the vital relationship 
between law and society in the ancient world, offering insights into classical Greek jurisprudence and 
its enduring legacy on Western legal thought and social order.
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Ancient Law, Ancient Society

An engaging look at how ancient Greeks and Romans crafted laws that fit--and, in turn, changed--their 
worlds

Athenian Law and Society

Athenian Law and Society focuses upon the intersection of law and society in classical Athens, 
in relation to topics like politics, class, ability, masculinity, femininity, gender studies, economics, 
citizenship, slavery, crime, and violence. The book explores the circumstances and broader context 
which led to the establishment of the laws of Athens, and how these laws influenced the lives and action 
of Athenian citizens, by examining a wide range of sources from classical and late antique history and 
literature. Kapparis also explores later literature on Athenian law from the Renaissance up to the 20th 
and 21st centuries, examining the long-lasting impact of the world’s first democracy. Athenian Law and 
Society is a study of the intersection between law and society in classical Athens that has a wide range 
of applications to study of the Athenian polis, as well as law, democracy, and politics in both classical 
and more modern settings.

The Law of Ancient Athens

A topic fundamental to understanding the ancient world

Law and Drama in Ancient Greece

The relationship between law and literature is rich and complex. In the past three and half decades, the 
topic has received much attention from literary critics and legal scholars studying modern literature. 
Despite the prominence of law and justice in Ancient Greek literature, there has been little interest 
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among Classical scholars in the connections between law and drama. This is the first collection of 
essays to approach Greek tragedy and comedy from a legal perspective. The volume does not claim 
to provide an exhaustive treatment of law and literature in ancient Greece. Rather it provides a sample 
of different approaches to the topic. Some essays show how knowledge of Athenian law enhances 
our understanding of individual passages in Attic drama and the mimes of Herodas and enriches 
our appreciation of dramatic techniques. Other essays examine the information provided about legal 
procedure found in Aristophanes' comedies or the views about the role of law in society expressed in 
Attic drama. The collection reveals reveal how the study of law and legal procedure can enhance our 
understanding of ancient drama and bring new insights to the interpretation of individual plays.

The Discovery of the Fact

The Discovery of the Fact draws on expertise from lawyers, historians of philosophy, and scholars 
of classical studies and ancient history, to take a very modern perspective on an underexplored but 
essential domain of ancient legal history. Everyone is familiar with courts as adjudicators of facts. 
But legal institutions also played an essential role in the emergence of the notion of the fact, and 
contributed in a vital way to commonplace understandings of what is knowable and what is not. These 
issues have a particular importance in ancient Greece and Rome, the first western societies in which 
state law and state institutions of dispute resolution visibly play a decisive role in ordinary social 
and economic relations. The Discovery of the Fact investigates, historically and comparatively, the 
relationships among the law, legal institutions, and the boundaries of knowledge in classical Greece 
and Rome. Societies wanted citizens to conform to the law, but how could this be insured? On what 
foundation did ancient courts and institutions base their decisions, and how did they represent the 
reasoning behind their decisions when announcing them? Slaves were owned like things, and yet they 
had minds that ancients conceded were essentially unknowable. What was to be done? And where has 
the boundary been drawn between questions of law and questions of fact when designing processes 
of dispute resolution?

Women, Crime and Punishment in Ancient Law and Society

The ancient period of Greek history, to which this volume is devoted, began in late Bronze Age in the 
second millennium and lasted almost to the end of the first century BCE, when the last remnant of 
the Hellenistic empire created by Alexander the Great was conquered by the Romans. Extant texts 
of law of actual laws are few and often found embedded in other sources, such as the works of 
orators and historians. Greek literature, from the epics of Homer to the classical dramas, provides 
a valuable source of information. However, since literary sources are fictional portrayals and often 
reflect the times and biases of the authors, other more concrete evidence from archaeology has been 
used throughout the volume to confirm and contextualize the literary evidence about women, crime, 
and punishment in ancient Greece. The volume is divided into three parts: (I) Mykenean and Archaic 
Greece, (II) Classical Greece, and (III the Hellenistic Period. The book includes illustrations, maps, 
lists of Hellenistic dynasties, and Indices of Persons, Place and Subjects. Crime and punishment, 
criminal law and its administration, are areas of ancient history that have been explored less than many 
other aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been affected by crime both 
as victims and as offenders. In the ancient world, customary laws were created by men, formal laws 
were written by men, and both were interpreted and enforced by men. This two-volume work explores 
the role of gender in the formation and administration of ancient law and examines the many gender 
categories and relationships established in ancient law, including legal personhood, access to courts, 
citizenship, political office, religious office, professions, marriage, inheritance, and property ownership. 
Thus it focuses on women and crime within the context of women in the society.

Ancient Greek Law in the 21st Century

The ancient Greeks invented written law. Yet, in contrast to later societies in which law became a 
professional discipline, the Greeks treated laws as components of social and political history, reflecting 
the daily realities of managing society. To understand Greek law, then, requires looking into extant 
legal, forensic, and historical texts for evidence of the law in action. From such study has arisen the 
field of ancient Greek law as a scholarly discipline within classical studies, a field that has come into 
its own since the 1970s. This edited volume charts new directions for the study of Greek law in the 
twenty-first century through contributions from eleven leading scholars. The essays in the book’s first 
section reassess some of the central debates in the field by looking at questions about the role of 



law in society, the notion of “contracts,” feuding and revenge in the court system, and legal protections 
for slaves engaged in commerce. The second section breaks new ground by redefining substantive 
areas of law such as administrative law and sacred law, as well as by examining sources such as 
Hellenistic inscriptions that have been comparatively neglected in recent scholarship. The third section 
evaluates the potential of methodological approaches to the study of Greek law, including comparative 
studies with other cultures and with modern legal theory. The volume ends with an essay that explores 
pedagogy and the relevance of teaching Greek law in the twenty-first century.

Law, Violence, and Community in Classical Athens

Using comparative anthropological and historical perspectives, this analysis of the legal regulation of 
violence in Athenian society challenges traditional accounts of the development of the legal process. 
It examines theories of social conflict and the rule of law as well as actual litigation.

Law, Politics and Society in the Ancient Mediterranean World

The 11 essays in this collection focus on the social context of the law in such areas as old Babylonian 
Mesopotamia, biblical Isreal, classical Athens, Rome and Roman Greece, Italy and Egypt, the Byzan-
tine Levant, and the Middle Ages. Contributors include: R Yaron (Social problems and policies in the 
ancient Near East) ; RR Wilson (The role of law in early Israelite society) ; VJ Hunter (Agnatic kinship in 
Athenian law) ; M Deslauriers (Implications of Aristotle's conception of authority) ; J Edmondson (Law 
and imperialism in Republican Rome) ; RS Bagnall (Slavery and society in late Roman Egypt) .

Law in the Ancient World

Law in the Ancient World examines the legal philosophy, legal institutions, and laws of the ancient 
Mesopotamians, Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. Ancient documents, accounts, and literature provide 
the basis for a wide perspective of law and the procedural features of these ancient legal systems. 
VerSteeg delineates and analyzes the elements of ancient laws, explaining how social, religious, 
cultural, and political forces shaped both procedure and substance. The book is comprised of four 
units: I. Early Mesopotamian Law; II. Law in Ancient Egypt; III. Law in Classical Athens; and IV. Roman 
Law. Each unit has three chapters, and the first chapter in each unit begins with an overview which 
provides essential historial background. Next, each initial chapter considers the role of law in society, 
exploring law in the abstract, the theoretical bases of justice. The middle chapters in each unit trace 
the development of the ancient judicial systems, distinguishing the various types of judges, courts, 
and procedures that were employed to make justice available to both citizens and foreigners. The third 
chapter in each unit reconstructs the substantive laws, including sections detailing Personal Status, 
Property, Family Law, Inheritance & Succession, Torts, Criminal Law, and Contracts & Commercial 
Law. A variety of sources, such as early law collections, land records, wills, sales documents, court 
chronicles, works of ancient literature, accounts of ancient trials, and great codes such as Justinian's 
Corpus Iuris Civilis illustrate the sophisticated, often subtle, and complex nature of law in the ancient 
world.

Law and Society in Classical Athens (Routledge Revivals)

Law and Society in Classical Athens, first published in 1987, traces the development of legal thought 
and its relation to Athenian values. Previously Athens’ courts have been regarded as chaotic, isolated 
from the rest of society and even bizarre. The importance of rhetoric and the mischief made by 
Aristophanes have devalued the legal process in the eyes of modern scholars, whilst the analysis 
of legal codes and practice has seemed dauntingly complex. Professor Garner aims to situate the 
Athenian legal system within the general context of abstract thought on justice and of the democratic 
politics of the fifth century. His work is a valuable source of information on all aspects of Athenian law 
and its relation to culture.

Nomos

Ten scholars explore ways of reading Athenian legal texts in their social and cultural context.

Law Not War

Law is an institution that has evolved and flourished through its 6000-year history. Tracing this history 
in complex societies from the Ancient Middle East to the contemporary world, this book poses the 



following question: Can international law become an effective instrument of social control among 
nations in the emerging world society? To develop effective international law will require minimal 
standards of inclusiveness and mutual responsibility. International law must be limited in its scope, and 
in its powers. It also must meet the fundamental requirement of an effective legal system: a widespread 
belief in its justice and fairness. How has that kind of respect for law come about in earlier societies? 
And how can it be fostered in the evolution of a world legal order?

Athenian Law and Society

In this comprehensive and accessible sourcebook, Ilias Arnaoutoglou presents a collection of ancient 
Greek laws, which are situated in their legal and historical contexts and are elucidated with relevant 
selections from Greek literature and epigraphical testimonies. A wide area of legislative activity in major 
and minor Greek city-states, ranging from Delphoi and Athens in mainland Greece, to Gortyn in Crete, 
Olbia in South Russia and Aegean cities including Ephesos, Samos and Thasos, is covered. Ilias 
Arnaoutoglou divides legislation into three main areas: * the household - marriage, divorce, inheritance, 
adoption, sexual offences and personal status * the market-place - trade, finance, sale, coinage 
and leases * the state - constitution, legislative process, public duties, colonies, building activities, 
naval forces, penal regulations, religion, politics and inter-state affairs. Dr Arnaoutoglou explores the 
significance of legislation in ancient Greece, the differences and similarities between ancient Greek 
legislation and legislators and their modern counterparts and also provides fresh translations of the 
legal documents themselves.

Ancient Greek Laws

Crime and punishment, criminal law and its administration, are areas of ancient history that have been 
explored less than many other aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been 
affected by crime both as victims and as offenders. Yet, in the ancient world customary laws were 
created by men, formal laws were written by men, and both were interpreted and enforced by men.

Women, Crime and Punishment in Ancient Law and Society

This Companion volume provides a comprehensive overview of the major themes and topics pertinent 
to ancient Greek law. A substantial introduction establishes the recent historiography on this topic and 
its development over the last 30 years. Many of the 22 essays, written by an international team of 
experts, deal with procedural and substantive law in classical Athens, but significant attention is also 
paid to legal practice in the archaic and Hellenistic eras; areas that offer substantial evidence for legal 
practice, such as Crete and Egypt; the intersection of law with religion, philosophy, political theory, 
rhetoric, and drama, as well as the unity of Greek law and the role of writing in law. The volume is 
intended to introduce non-specialists to the field as well as to stimulate new thinking among specialists.

The Cambridge Companion to Ancient Greek Law

This book draws on contemporary legal scholarship to explain why Athens was a remarkably well-or-
dered society.

Law and Order in Ancient Athens

This comprehensive book will be a fundamental resource for students of Ancient Greek history and 
anyone interested in the law, social history and oratory of the Ancient Greek world.

Trials from Classical Athens

This volume brings together essays on Athenian law by Edward M. Harris, who challenges much of the 
recent scholarship on this topic. Presenting a balanced analysis of the legal system in ancient Athens, 
Harris stresses the importance of substantive issues and their contribution to our understanding of 
different types of legal procedures. He combines careful philological analysis with close attention to the 
political and social contexts of individual statutes. Collectively, the essays in this volume demonstrate 
the relationship between law and politics, the nature of the economy, the position of women, and the 
role of the legal system in Athenian society. They also show that the Athenians were more sophisticated 
in their approach to legal issues than has been assumed in the modern scholarship on this topic.

Democracy and the Rule of Law in Classical Athens



This volume brings together leading scholars and rising researchers in the field of Greek law to examine 
the role played by the law in thinking and practice in the legal system of classical Athens from a variety 
of perspectives.

Use and Abuse of Law in the Athenian Courts

Largely excluded from any public role, the women of ancient Greece nonetheless appear in various 
guises in the art and writing of the period, and in legal documents. These representations, in Sue 
Blundell's analysis, reveal a great deal about women's day-to-day experience as well as their legal and 
economic position - and how they were regarded by men.

The Ancient City

A critical element of economic performance from antiquity to the present

Women in Ancient Greece

Best known as a history of progress, Ancient Law is the enduring work of the 19th-century legal 
historian Henry Sumner Maine. Even those who have never read Ancient Law may find Maine's famous 
phrase "from status to contract" familiar. His narrative spans the ancient world, in which individuals were 
tightly bound by status to traditional groups, and the modern one, in which individuals are viewed as 
autonomous beings, free to make contracts and form associations with whomever they choose. Maine's 
dichotomy between status-based societies and contract-based societies is a variation on a theme that 
has absorbed the social sciences for a century: the distinction between Gemeinschaft (community) and 
Gesellschaft (society). This theme has been elaborated upon by such eminent scholars as Tonnies, 
Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, and Parsons. Along with many lesser scholars, they have considered what 
we gained and what we lost when we left behind a social world held together by communal, primordial 
bonds, and adopted one based upon impersonal temporary agreements among individuals. Maine 
wrote Ancient Law to increase knowledge about the internal mechanics of developing societies. He felt 
a key objective was better understanding of how law develops over time. Failure to understand temporal 
processes in relation to legal development, he argues, leads to the creation of false dichotomies. The 
most important of these is the alleged division between the ancient and the modern, which Maine 
described as an "imaginary barrier" at which modern scholars feel they must stop and go no further. 
Maine's desire to breach this barrier led him to present this complex and richly nuanced analysis of 
legal evolution. This book will be of interest to historians, political philosophers, and those interested in 
the development of law.

Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient Economy

How successful were the Greeks in bringing about the rule of law? What did the Greeks recognise as 
law both in the polis and internationally? This collection of essays sets out to answer these questions.

Ancient Law

Legal and informal institutions were developed to secure persons and property, resolve commercial 
disputes, raise capital and share risk, promote fair dealing, regulate agents and gather market 
information. Law and Commerce in Pre-Industrial Societies examines commerce, its participants and 
these institutions through the lens of nine pre-industrial societies from hunter/gatherers to 18th century 
Qing merchants.

The Law and the Courts in Ancient Greece

Classicists and lawyers alike will find this a fascinating study that shows how certain principles of 
Athenian maritime law are still imbedded in the modern international law of maritime commerce. 
Cohen has made a unique and substantial contribution to our understanding of the Athens of Plato, 
Aristotle and Demosthenes. Athens was the dominant maritime power in the West from the eighth to 
fourth centuries BCE. Athenian preeminence insured that its maritime law was accepted throughout 
the Mediterranean world. Indeed, its influence outlasted Athens and is the only area of classical 
Greek law that wasn't replaced entirely by Roman models. Codified during the Roman period in the 
Rhodian Sea laws, it went on to influence the subsequent development of European commercial and 
maritime law. Using both ancient and secondary sources, Cohen explores the development of Athenian 



maritime law, the jurisdiction and procedure of the courts and the Athenian principles that have endured 
to the present day. He successfully treats the much-discussed problem of why they were termed 
"monthly" and describes how "supranationality" was a feature of all Hellenic maritime law. He goes 
on to show how their jurisdiction was limited ratione rerum, not ratione personarum, because a legally 
defined "commercial class" did not exist in Athens at this time. Edward E. Cohen, an attorney with 
a Ph.D. in Classics, is both distinguished historian of Classical Greece, Professor of Ancient History 
(adjunct) at the University of Pennsylvania and the Chief Executive Officer of Atlas America, a producer 
and processor of natural gas. His other books include Athenian Economy and Society: A Banking 
Perspective (1992) and The Athenian Nation (2000). "Cohen's competence in the history of law, his 
own experience as a practicising lawyer with a Ph.D. in Classics, and his belief that in the principles 
of Greek maritime commerce reside "the germinal cells of the complex modern international law of 
maritime commerce" (p. 5), ought to have won for this book a much wider audience than it is likely 
to have. (...) As the most detailed treatment of Athenian maritime law Cohen's valuable book must 
be given a place beside the important contributions of his predecessors, Paoli, Calhoun, and Gernet." 
Ronald S. Stroud, American Journal of Legal History 19 (1975) 71. " A] learned and precise examination 
of certain terms and procedures associated in the fourth century B.C. with lawsuits that arose out of 
Athenian maritime commerce. (...) Argumentation throughout is responsible. Cohen knows the sources 
and has read critically in a wide range of secondary material. The book is a valuable addition to our 
understanding of a comparatively little known area of Athenian law." Alan L. Boegehold, The Classical 
World 69, No. 3 (Nov., 1975) 214.

The Growth of Criminal Law in Ancient Greece

This book provides a comprehensive account of the Athenians' conception of women during the 
classical period of the fifth and fourth centuries BC. Though nothing remains that represents the 
authentic voice of the women themselves, there is a wealth of evidence showing how men sought to 
define women. By working through a range of material, from the provisions of Athenian law through to 
the representations of tragedy and comedy, the author builds up, in the manner of an anthropological 
ethnography, a coherent and integrated picture of the Athenians' notion of `woman'.

Law and Commerce in Pre-Industrial Societies

This brings together essays on Athenian law by Edward Harris, who challenges much of the recent 
scholarship on this topic. Presenting a balanced analysis of the legal system in ancient Athens, Harris 
stresses the importance of substantive issues and their contribution to our understanding of different 
types of legal procedures.

Ancient Athenian Maritime Courts

Offering a comprehensive account of the ancient origins of an important political institution through 
philological methods, rhetorical analysis of ancient arguments, and comparisons between models of 
judicial review in ancient Greece and the modern United States, Control of the Laws in the Ancient 
Democracy at Athens is an innovative study of ancient Greek law and democracy.

Women in Athenian Law and Life

The aim of this book is to situate the Athenian legal system within the general context of Greek thought 
on justice and of the political system of the democracy. Social factors such as the position of women are 
also relevant to the study of the law. In addition, the author has taken cognisance of the archæological 
evidence for the practice of the Athenian law courts; and the evidence for forensic practice both in 
speeches and in the drama is carefully discussed. -- Book jacket.

The Law in Classical Athens

Violence and community were intimately linked in the ancient world. While various aspects of violence 
have been long studied on their own (warfare, revolution, murder, theft, piracy), there has been little 
effort so far to study violence as a unified field and explore its role in community formation. This 
volume aims to construct such an agenda by exploring the historiography of the study of violence 
in antiquity, and highlighting a number of important paradoxes of ancient violence. It explores the 
forceful nexus between wealth, power and the passions by focusing on three major aspects that link 
violence and community: the attempts of communities to regulate and canalise violence through law, 



the constitutive role of violence in communal identities, and the ways in which communities dealt with 
violence in regards to private and public space, landscapes and territories. The contributions to this 
volume range widely in both time and space: temporally, they cover the full span from the archaic to 
the Roman imperial period, while spatially they extend from Athens and Sparta through Crete, Arcadia 
and Macedonia to Egypt and Israel.

Democracy and the Rule of Law in Classical Athens

Based on a sophisticated reading of legal evidence, this book offers a balanced assessment of the 
status of women in classical Greece. Raphael Sealey analyzes the rights of women in marriage, in the 
control of property, and in questions of inheritance. He advances the theory that the legal disabilities of 
Greek women occurred because they were prohibited from bearing arms. Sealey demonstrates that, 
with some local differences, there was a general uniformity in the legal treatment of women in the Greek 
cities. For Athens, the law of the family has been preserved in some detail in the scrupulous records of 
speeches delivered in lawsuits. These records show that Athenian women could testify, own property, 
and be tried for crime, but a male guardian had to administer their property and represent them at law. 
Gortyn allowed relatively more independence to the female than did Athens, and in Sparta, although 
women were allowed to have more than one husband, the laws were similar to those of Athens. Sealey's 
subsequent comparison of the law of these cities with Roman law throws into relief the common 
concepts and aims of Greek law of the family. Originally published in 1990. A UNC Press Enduring 
Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again 
books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published 
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both 
historical and cultural value.

Control of the Laws in the Ancient Democracy at Athens

Solon (c 658-558 BC) is famous as both statesman and poet but also, and above all, as the paramount 
lawmaker of ancient Athens. Though his works survive only in fragments, we know from the writings 
of Herodotus and Plutarch that his constitutional reforms against the venality, greed and political 
power-play of Attica's tyrants and noblemen were hugely influential-and may even be said to have 
laid the foundations of western democracy. Solon's legal injunctions covered the widest range of 
topics and issues: economics and labour; sexual morality; social issues; and society and politics. Yet 
despite their fame and influence (and Solon's life and work generated a lively reception history), no 
complete edition of these writings has yet been published. This book offers the definitive critical edition 
of Solon's laws that has long been needed. It comprises the original Greek fragments with English 
translations, commentaries, a comprehensive introduction and important comparative Latin texts. It will 
be enthusiastically welcomed by specialists in ancient Greek language and history.

Law & Society in Classical Athens

This book introduces the reader to the serious study of Greek history, concentrating more on problems 
than on narrative. The topics selected have been prominent in modern research and references to 
important discussions of these have been provided. Outlined are controversial issues of which differing 
views can be defended. Mr. Sealey's preference is for interpretations which see Greek history as the 
interaction of personalities, rather than for those which see it as a struggle for economic classes or of 
abstract ideas. Sealey assumes that the Greek cities of the archaic and classical periods did not inherit 
any political institutions from the Bronze Age; that the extensive invasions that brought Mycenaean 
civilization to an end destroyed political habits as effectively as stone palaces. Accordingly, he believes 
that the Greeks of the historic period were engaged in the fundamental enterprise of building organized 
society out of nothing. The first chapters of this work deal with the stops taken by the early tyrants, 
in Sparta and Athens, toward constructing stable organs of authority and of political expression. In 
later chapters, interest shifts to relations that developed between the states and especially to the 
development of lasting alliances. Attention is given to the Peloponnesian League, to the Persian Wars, 
to the Delian League, and to the Second Athenian Sea League of the fourth century.

Violence and Community

Crime and punishment, criminal law and its administration, are areas of ancient history that have been 
explored less than many other aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been 



affected by crime both as victims and as offenders. Yet, in the ancient world customary laws were 
created by men, formal laws were written by men, and both were interpreted and enforced by men.

Women and Law in Classical Greece

Ancient Law
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