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Dive into "Victory Through Valor," a compelling collection of World War II memoirs that bring to life 
the personal accounts of those who served. These true WWII stories highlight extraordinary courage, 
unwavering resolve, and the ultimate triumph experienced by individuals during one of history's most 
defining conflicts.
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Victory Through Valor

The Second World War was the largest armed conflict in human history. It transformed lives, cultures, 
and civilizations. The men who served as riflemen, truck drivers, medics, radio operators, clerks, factory 
workers provided the means to defeat fascism through tireless effort and heroic sacrifice. Their stories 
come to light in Victory Through Valor: A Collection of World War II Memoirs, a new book from Reedy 
Press. Collected and edited by Dr. George Despotis, Donald E. Korte, and Matthew Lary, this substantial 
volume truly captures the essence of America s unsurpassed generation. Filled with interviews of more 
than 100 World War II veterans and their wives, Victory Through Valor recounts the experiences of the 
combat troops and support personnel, as well as those who remained behind on the home front. It 
includes depictions of Basic Training, the trip across the Atlantic, D-Day landings at Normandy, the 
fighting during the Bulge, the subsequent surrender by Germany in May of 1945, and myriad moments 
in between. Our World War II veterans are vanishing, and along with them goes the opportunity to 
understand their unparalleled commitment and courage. Victory Through Valor illuminates their story 
and shows readers how a generation led us through one of the most serious crises in the history of 
mankind, to one of the greatest triumphs in American history. The book is published with the cooperation 
and encouragement of the Gateway Chapter of The Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge in St. Louis, 
Missouri.

At Leningrad's Gates

“A first-rate memoir” from a German soldier who rose from conscript private to captain of a heavy 
weapons company on the Eastern Front of World War II (City Book Review). William Lubbeck, age 
nineteen, was drafted into the Wehrmacht in August 1939. As a member of the 58th Infantry Division, 
he received his baptism of fire during the 1940 invasion of France. The following spring, his division 
served on the left flank of Army Group North in Operation Barbarossa. After grueling marches amid 
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countless Russian bodies, burnt-out vehicles, and a great number of cheering Baltic civilians, Lubbeck’s 
unit entered the outskirts of Leningrad, making the deepest penetration of any German formation. In 
September 1943, Lubbeck earned the Iron Cross First Class and was assigned to officers’ training 
school in Dresden. By the time he returned to Russia, Army Group North was in full-scale retreat. In 
the last chaotic scramble from East Prussia, Lubbeck was able to evacuate on a newly minted German 
destroyer. He recounts how the ship arrived in the British zone off Denmark with all guns blazing against 
pursuing Russians. The following morning, May 8, 1945, he learned that the war was over. After his 
release from British captivity, Lubbeck married his sweetheart, Anneliese, and in 1949, immigrated to 
the United States where he raised a successful family. With the assistance of David B. Hurt, he has 
drawn on his wartime notes and letters, Soldatbuch, regimental history, and personal memories to 
recount his four years of frontline experience. Containing rare firsthand accounts of both triumph and 
disaster, At Leningrad’s Gates provides a fascinating glimpse into the reality of combat on the Eastern 
Front.

Victory Road

It was January 1943 when twenty-year-old Louis Graziano received a letter from Uncle Sam ordering 
him to report to Fort Niagara, New York, for a physical. Although he knew the United States was at war, 
he had no idea what was ahead of him. After making a promise to dutifully defend his country, Louis 
never realized how much his military experience would change the course of his life. In a memoir that 
reveals the good, bad, and ugly of war and beyond, Louis leads others through his life experiences 
via personal stories and historical photographs that provide a candid glimpse into what it was like 
to be a young soldier before, during, and after World War II. While revealing his experiences and 
thoughts, Louis demonstrates how he exhibited courage amid heartbreaking loss, trusted God to 
protect him, and found love with a beautiful fellow soldier. Among his documented experiences were 
landing with the third wave on D-Day on Omaha Beach, fighting the Battle of the Bulge, and witnessing 
the signing of the Instrument of Surrender at the Little Red Schoolhouse. Included are personal letters 
and commendations as well as interesting historical facts. A Patriot’s Memoirs of World War II shares 
a veteran’s personal story and photographs that document his experiences during the biggest and 
deadliest war in history.

A Patriot’s Memoirs of World War Ii

"Gabriel Temkin, an eighteen-year-old Jew, was living in Lodz, Poland, in September 1939 when the 
Germans invaded. Following their swift conquest of Poland, the Nazis unleashed a campaign of terror 
against the Polish Jews." "Facing Nazi persecution, Temkin and his young fiancee Hanna fled to the 
Soviet-controlled eastern part of Poland. (Temkin's entire family, who could not get out of Lodz, was 
killed during the Holocaust.) On June 22, 1941 German panzers rolled across Soviet borders. Three 
weeks later Temkin was drafted into the Red Army. Distrusted by the Soviets because he was a refugee, 
Temkin was assigned, along with other refugees, to a military labor battalion to dig antitank ditches. In 
July 1942, during the Wehrmacht's Stalingrad offensive, Temkin was captured by the Nazis and sent 
to a POW camp. The Nazis were rewarding prisoners with bread to betray the Jews among them, but 
Temkin was not turned in. He eventually escaped, now remembering fondly the courageous, ordinary 
Russian and Ukrainian villagers who risked their lives helping him - a fugitive POW - with food and 
shelter. When he was able to reenlist, as the result of a bureaucratic fluke Temkin signed up not as a 
laborer but as a soldier in the regular Red Army. In May 1943, joining the scout/reconnaissance platoon 
of a rifle regiment, he fought the Nazis across Ukraine, Romania, and Hungary, reaching Austria by 
the war's end in April 1945." "Temkin is one of the only known Polish Jews to have fought as a combat 
soldier in the Red Army. He was awarded the Medal of Valor and distinguished himself in battle on 
several other occasions."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, 
Inc. All Rights Reserved

My Just War

In World War II, Bill Dwyer served as a Stars & Stripes correspondent with the US Fourth Infantry 
Division in Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany (often in company with Collier’s correspondent Ernest 
Hemingway). He was a member of a six-man truce party who went behind enemy lines for three hours 
and worked to negotiate the surrender of Rothenburg, a walled Bavarian city dating to the 14th century. 
For this action he was awarded the Bronze Star.



So Long for Now: A World War II Memoir

Here are the mysteries of courage, the terrors of violence, and the cruelties and coincidences of war. 
Here, also, are reminders of the humorous events and day-to-day life during World War II. History is 
alive.

Soldiers' Stories

Arn writes in a straightforward and engaging manner that avoids false sentimentality or romanticism. 
Instead, he gives readers keen insights into the daily life of soldiers locked in gruesome events far 
beyond their experience and describes how it feels to be under fire, to suffer a wound, to agonize over 
the deaths of friends, to endure true suffering, to sacrifice, and to survive. Edited and annotated by 
Jerome Mushkat, this memoir is an account of a citizen-soldier who survived his baptism by fire during 
World War II."--BOOK JACKET.

Arn's War

Within the pages of this book the single most important military figure of World War II has written 
the story that is destined to become the single most important record of that conflict. Here, from the 
hand of the Supreme Commander of the Allied forces, is the complete story of the war as Eisenhower 
planned it and lived it. Through his eyes you can now see the whole gigantic drama of the war -- the 
strategy, the battles, the moments of fateful decision. Yet this is a warm and richly personal account. No 
personality among all those described is more clearly defined than that of Eisenhower himself. Through 
his own account of the long months of waiting and planning and working, through his description of the 
gradual formation of the great plans for victory, through his record of the history-making hours when 
the machinery of battle had been launched and could no longer be recalled, you come to know this 
great man as no one else could describe him to you. - Jacket flap.

Crusade in Europe

"If you survive your first day, I'll promote you." So promised George Wilson's World War II commanding 
officer in the hedgerows of Normandy -- and it was to be a promise dramatically fulfilled. From July, 
1944, to the closing days of the war, from the first penetration of the Siegfried Line to the Nazis' last 
desperate charge in the Battle of the Bulge, Wilson fought in the thickest of the action, helping take 
the small towns of northern France and Belgium building by building. Of all the men and officers who 
started out in Company F of the 4th Infantry Division with him, Wilson was the only one who finished. 
In the end, he felt not like a conqueror or a victor, but an exhausted survivor, left with nothing but his 
life -- and his emotions. If You Survive One of the great first-person accounts of the making of a combat 
veteran, in the last, most violent months of World War II.

If You Survive

Winner of the 2001 Forrest C. Pogue Prize from the Eisenhower Center for American Studies When 
drafted into the army in 1943, A. Cleveland Harrison was a reluctant eighteen-year-old Arkansas 
student sure that he would not make a good soldier. But inside thirty months he manfully bore arms 
and more. This book is his memoir about becoming a soldier, a common infantryman among the 
ranks of those who truly won the war. After the Allied victory in 1945, books by and about the major 
statesmen, generals, and heroes of World War II appeared regularly. Yet millions of American soldiers 
who helped achieve and secure victory slipped silently into civilian life, trying to forget the war and 
what they had done. Most remain unsung, for virtually none thought of themselves as exceptional. 
During the war ordinary soldiers had only done what they believed their country expected. Harrison's 
firsthand account is the full history of what happened to him in three units from 1943 to 1946, disclosing 
the sensibilities, the conflicting emotions, and the humor that coalesced within the naive draftee. He 
details the induction and basic training procedures, his student experiences in Army pre-engineering 
school, his infantry training and overseas combat, battle wounds and the complete medical pipeline 
of hospitalization and recovery, the waits in replacement depots, life in the Army of Occupation, and 
his discharge. Wrenched from college and denied the Army Specialized Training Program's promise 
of individual choice in assignment, students were thrust into the infantry. Harrison's memoir describes 
training in the Ninety-fourth Infantry Division in the U.S., their first combat holding action at Lorient, 
France, and the division's race to join Patton's Third Army, where Harrison's company was decimated, 
and he was wounded while attacking the Siegfried Line. Reassigned to the U.S. Group Control Council, 



he had a unique opportunity to observe both the highest echelons in military government and the 
ordinary soldiers as Allied troops occupied Berlin. This veteran's memoir reveals all aspects of military 
life and sings of those valorous but ordinary soldiers who achieved the victory.

Unsung Valor

This volume presents a dramatic collection of significant combat experiences of 79 men in WWII, 
as told from one combat veteran to another. In the 86 chapters are stories involving all the various 
branches of combat service and all of the various theaters of war. Within reminiscences, veterans of 
dangerous encounters are much more apt to open up with details in discussions with men who have 
also experienced combat. Many find it emotionally distressing to talk of the war with the general public 
or to recall the horrors of warfare. This is not a history book nor any attempt to tell the big picture of grand 
campaigns. Instead it is a collection of personal involvements in one-at-a-time incidents of conflict. Many 
ask what was it like in WWII, for our conflicts in recent years have been vastly different. It has been 
said that war has become and continues to be an intractable social phenomenon. While some say its 
elimination is necessary to the survival of mankind, we do not seem to have approached closer to that 
elimination in the sixty-seven years since WWII ended. Encounters of Warfare remain a stark reality 
within the present era. That being so, perhaps we should read of what happened as recalled in the 
most vivid memories of men involved in the most overpowering conflict of modern warfare. Sincerely, 
John Roush

World War II Reminiscences

Published to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day, an unforgettable never-before-told first-person 
account of World War II: the true story of an American paratrooper who survived D-Day, was captured 
and imprisoned in a Nazi work camp, and made a daring escape to freedom. Now at 95, one of the few 
living members of the Greatest Generation shares his experiences at last in one of the most remarkable 
World War II stories ever told. As the Allied Invasion of Normandy launched in the pre-dawn hours 
of June 6, 1944, Henry Langrehr, an American paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, was among the 
thousands of Allies who parachuted into occupied France. Surviving heavy anti-aircraft fire, he crashed 
through the glass roof of a greenhouse in Sainte-Mère-Église. While many of the soldiers in his unit died, 
Henry and other surviving troops valiantly battled enemy tanks to a standstill. Then, on June 29th, Henry 
was captured by the Nazis. The next phase of his incredible journey was beginning. Kept for a week in 
the outer ring of a death camp, Henry witnessed the Nazis’ unspeakable brutality—the so-called Final 
Solution, with people marched to their deaths, their bodies discarded like cords of wood. Transported 
to a work camp, he endured horrors of his own when he was forced to live in unbelievable squalor and 
labor in a coal mine with other POWs. Knowing they would be worked to death, he and a friend made a 
desperate escape. When a German soldier cornered them in a barn, the friend was fatally shot; Henry 
struggled with the soldier, killing him and taking his gun. Perilously traveling westward toward Allied 
controlled land on foot, Henry faced the great ethical and moral dilemmas of war firsthand, needing 
to do whatever it took to survive. Finally, after two weeks behind enemy lines, he found an American 
unit and was rescued. Awaiting him at home was Arlene, who, like millions of other American women, 
went to work in factories and offices to build the armaments Henry and the Allies needed for victory. 
Whatever It Took is her story, too, bringing to life the hopes and fears of those on the homefront awaiting 
their loved ones to return. A tale of heroism, hope, and survival featuring 30 photographs, Whatever It 
Took is a timely reminder of the human cost of freedom and a tribute to unbreakable human courage 
and spirit in the darkest of times.

Whatever It Took

A compelling affirmation of General Sherman's pronouncement that war is hell, this memoir gives a 
vivid picture of what it was like to be a foot soldier in the greatest conflict in human history. It describes 
the final stages of this conflict as it raged from the Normandy beachhead across France and Germany 
to the River Elbe in 1944 and 1945. An important historical source, it captures in words the black 
humor, monotony, and mind-numbing horror of combat portrayed on films like Saving Private Ryan. The 
book includes maps tracing the events described in the memoir, along with illustrations and a glossary 
of military terms to enhance its accessibility for today's readers. A valuable resource for students, 
teachers, and anyone else striving to understand better the tumultuous 20th century.

One Man's War



Originally published in Germany in 1955, and in England and the United States in 1958, this classic 
memoir of WWII by a man who was an acknowledged military genius and probably Germany's top 
WWII general, is now made available again. Field Marshal Erich von Manstein described his book as 
a personal narrative of a soldier, discussing only those matters that had direct bearing on events in 
the military field. The essential thing, as he wrote, is to "know how the main personalities thought and 
reacted to events." This is what he tells us in this book.His account is detailed, yet dispassionate and 
objective. "Nothing is certain in war, when all is said and done," But in Manstein's record, at least, we 
can see clearly what forces were in action. In retrospect, perhaps his book takes on an even greater 
significance.

Lost Victories

World War II was the most important event of the twentieth century. Sixty three nations took part, 
engaging more than 100 million soldiers, sailors, and airmen. All of the major campaigns of that war 
have been thoroughly covered in print and film with one exception, the secret war in the Balkans. While 
raids by bombers and fighter attacks were routinely reported by both military and civilian news media, 
the nocturnal activities of the 60th Troop Carrier Group supplying the Balkan guerrillas remained “Top 
Secret.” Beginning in March 1944, the 60th carried 7,000 tons of weapons and equipment to secret 
drop and landing zones in Axis-held territory in the Balkans. With this equipment, the guerrillas tied 
down half a million Axis troops prior to the D-Day landings in Normandy on June 6, 1944. What if the 
60th Troop Carrier Group or the guerrillas had not done their job? Adolf Hitler would have been able 
to move eight or ten divisions to western France prior to D-Day. No on can say with certainty, but this 
writer’s judgment is that the landings may well have failed. At the very least, the war would have been 
much longer and much more destructive. The importance of the Balkan supply drops to Allied victory in 
Europe has never been adequately recognized. The Secret War in the Balkans provides this heretofore 
missing chapter in the story of World War II.

The Secret War in the Balkans

Previous books have promised to describe the combat experience of the World War II GI, but there 
has never been a book like Patrick O'Donnell's Beyond Valor. Here is the first combat history of the 
war in Europe in the words of the men themselves, and perhaps the most honest and brutal account 
of combat possible on the printed page. For more than fifty years the individual stories that make 
up this narrative -- shockingly frank reflections of sacrifice and courage -- have been bottled up, 
buried, or circulated privately. Now, nearing the ends of their lives, our WWII soldiers have at last 
unburdened themselves. Beyond Valor recaptures their hidden history. A pioneering oral historian, 
Patrick O'Donnell used his award-winning website, The Drop Zone, to solicit oral- and "e-histories" 
from individual soldiers. Gradually, working from within the community, O'Donnell convinced some 
of the war's most battle-hardened soldiers to tell their stories. The result is WWII seen through the 
eyes of the men who saw the most intense of its action. O'Donnell focuses on the elite units of the 
war -- the Rangers, Airborne, and 1st Special Service Force -- troops that spearheaded the most 
dangerous operations and often made the difference between victory and defeat. From more than 650 
interviews O'Donnell has chosen oral- and e-histories that form a seamless story line, a pointillistic 
history of the war in Europe from the first parachute drops in North Africa through the final battles in 
Germany and the long trip home. It is the story of the war not discussed in polite company. O'Donnell 
presents the wreckage of entire battalions nearly annihilated, invisible personal scars, and haunting 
revelations of wartime atrocities. But more important are the men who recount lives risked without 
hesitation for comrades and cause, and those who did not return: the friends who died in their arms. 
Their stories remind all of us that victory came only at the highest price. Remembering the infamous 
cliffs at Pointe-du-Hoc, bloody Omaha Beach, the bitter fighting at the Battle of the Bulge, and Hill 400 
in the Hürtgen Forest, the soldiers reveal war as seen, heard, and smelled by the GIs on the front 
line. Also included is the unique story of the 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion, and the trailblazing 
African-American "Experimental" Test Platoon that had to fight its own battle behind the lines. Beyond 
Valor captures the truths that exist among soldiers. It is one of the most inspiring accounts of the war 
ever produced.

The Men of Company K

Litvin's stark, candid memoir focuses on his more than two years of service in the Red Army during its 
war with Germany. Originally written in 1962 and recently revised through extended interviews between 



author and translator, the result is a gripping account--in a straightforward, matter-of-fact tone--of the 
trials and tribulations of being a common Soviet soldier on the Eastern Front during World War II.

Beyond Valor

“The infantryman’s war is . . . without the slightest doubt the dirtiest, roughest job of them all.” He went 
in as a military history buff, a virgin, and a teetotaler. He came out with a war bride, a taste for German 
beer, and intimate knowledge of one of the darkest parts of history. His name is Dean Joy, and this was 
his war. For two months in 1945, Joy endured and survived the everyday deprivations and dangers 
of being a frontline infantryman. His amazingly detailed memoir, self-illustrated with numerous scenes 
Joy remembers from his time in Europe, brings back the sights, sounds, and smells of the experience 
as few books ever have. Here is the story of a young man who dreamed of flying fighter aircraft and 
instead was chosen to be cannon fodder in France and Germany . . . who witnessed the brutality of 
Nazis killing Allied medics by using the cross on their helmets as targets . . . and who narrowly escaped 
being wounded or killed in several “near miss” episodes, the last of which occurred on his last day of 
combat. Sixty Days in Combat re-creates all the drama of the “dogface’s” fight, a time that changed 
one young man in a war that changed the world.

Once in a Lifetime

Victory Road is the story of a determined young soldier in an artillery battalion of the famous 9th 
Infantry Division of the U.S. First Army. The author accurately and compellingly describes a soldier's 
experiences in Army basic training, being shipped overseas to England in December 1943 on the 
ocean liner Queen Mary, further training in England, crossing the English Channel to Utah Beach in 
Normandy on D-Day+4, and then fighting the German forces for almost a year while living in the field 
during all four seasons. He explains how an artillery battalion functions, how it supports in battle the 
division's infantry regiments and in a fashion that brings to life what real combat action is all about. 
Baldridge earned a battlefield commission to second lieutenant and was awarded a Bronze Star medal 
for the part he played as an artillery forward observer up front with the infantry in all of the many major 
battles that the First Army fought. He also ties in his experiences with what was going on at the same 
time with the larger picture at higher levels of command on up to SHAEF. The author concludes with 
stories of his occupation duties near Munich, and personal observations of his about the Germans at 
that time. Finally, going back home "on points" in January 1946 after missing three Christmas's there 
while overseas in four countries. What adds even more to this book is his recounting of his family's 
experiences during those wartime years. His father, a World War I artillery captain in 1918 in France 
and later a U.S. Congressman and lawyer in Nebraska, was instrumental in helping to get Congress 
to pass the 1940 Selective Service Act-the "Draft"-and then joined the Army Air Forces. His brother, 
Malcolm, was also an artilleryman and forward observer, serving as a first lieutenant with the 27th 
Infantry Division during the final battles against Japan on Okinawa. 177 photos, 3 illustrations, 6 maps, 
30 documents. A Merriam Press World War II Memoir.

800 Days on the Eastern Front

When Raymond Gantter arrived in Normandy in 1944, bodies were still washing up from the invasion. 
He and his fellow infantrymen moved across northern France and Belgium, taking part in the bloody 
Battle of the Bulge, penetrating into and across Germany, fighting all the way to the Czech border. From 
dueling with unseen snipers in ruined villages to fierce battles against Hitler's panzers, Gantter skillfully 
portrays their progress across a tortured continent.

Sixty Days in Combat

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Omaha Beach legend Ray Lambert's unforgettable firsthand ac-
count of D-Day--read the astonishing true story celebrated by Tom Brokaw, CBS This Morning, NPR, 
and the President. Seventy-five years ago, he hit Omaha Beach with the first wave. Now Ray Lambert, 
ninety-eight years old, delivers one of the most remarkable memoirs of our time, a tour-de-force of 
remembrance evoking his role as a decorated World War II medic who risked his life to save the heroes 
of D-Day. At five a.m. on June 6, 1944, U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Ray Lambert worked his way through 
a throng of nervous soldiers to a wind-swept deck on a troopship off the coast of Normandy, France. A 
familiar voice cut through the wind and rumble of the ship's engines. "Ray!" called his brother, Bill. Ray, 
head of a medical team for the First Division's famed 16th Infantry Regiment, had already won a silver 
star in 1943 for running through German lines to rescue trapped men, one of countless rescues he'd 



made in North Africa and Sicily. "This is going to be the worst yet," Ray told his brother, who served 
alongside him throughout the war. "If I don't make it," said Bill, "take care of my family." "I will," said 
Ray. He thought about his wife and son-a boy he had yet to see. "Same for me." The words were barely 
out of Ray's mouth when a shout came from below. To the landing craft! The brothers parted. Their 
destinies lay ten miles away, on the bloodiest shore of Normandy, a plot of Omaha Beach ironically 
code named "Easy Red." Less than five hours later, after saving dozens of lives and being wounded 
at least three separate times, Ray would lose consciousness in the shallow water of the beach under 
heavy fire. He would wake on the deck of a landing ship to find his battered brother clinging to life next 
to him. Every Man a Hero is the unforgettable story not only of what happened in the incredible and 
desperate hours on Omaha Beach, but of the bravery and courage that preceded them, throughout the 
Second World War--from the sands of Africa, through the treacherous mountain passes of Sicily, and 
beyond to the greatest military victory the world has ever known.

Victory Road

“A gem of a book that highlights the ‘fog of war’ as seen by American, British, and Canadian airborne 
units when they parachuted behind enemy lines.” —WWII History Magazine “Gentlemen, do not be 
daunted if chaos reigns; it undoubtedly will.” So said Brigadier S. James Hill, commanding officer 
of the British 3rd Parachute Brigade, in an address to his troops shortly before the launching of 
Operation Overlord—the D-Day invasion of Normandy. No more prophetic words were ever spoken, 
for chaos indeed reigned on that day, and many more that followed. Much has been written about the 
Allied invasion of France, but award-winning military historian Flint Whitlock has put together a unique 
package—the first history of the assault that concentrates exclusively on the activities of the American, 
British, and Canadian airborne forces that descended upon Normandy in the dark, pre-dawn hours of 
June 6, 1944. Landing into the midst of the unknown, the airborne troops found themselves fighting 
for their lives on every side in the very jaws of the German defenses, while striving to seize their 
own key objectives in advance of their seaborne comrades to come. Whitlock details the formation, 
recruitment, training, and deployment of the Allies’ parachute and glider troops. First-person accounts 
by veterans who were there—from paratroopers to glidermen to the pilots who flew them into the battle, 
as well as the commanders (Eisenhower, Taylor, Ridgway, Gavin, and more)—make for compelling, 
“you-are-there” reading. If Chaos Reigns is a fitting tribute to the men who rode the wind into battle and 
managed to pull victory out of confusion, chaos, and almost certain defeat.

Roll Me Over

In the hell that was World War II, the Eastern Front was its heart of fire and ice. Gottlob Herbert 
Bidermann served in that lethal theater from 1941 to 1945, and his memoir of those years recaptures 
the sights, sounds, and smells of the war as it vividly portrays an army marching on the road to ruin. 
A riveting and reflective account by one of the millions of anonymous soldiers who fought and died in 
that cruel terrain, In Deadly Combat conveys the brutality and horrors of the Eastern Front in detail 
never before available in English. It offers a ground soldier's perspective on life and death on the 
front lines, providing revealing new information concerning day-to-day operations and German army 
life. Wounded five times and awarded numerous decorations for valor, Bidermann saw action in the 
Crimea and siege of Sebastopol, participated in the vicious battles in the forests south of Leningrad, 
and ended the war in the Courland Pocket. He shares his impressions of countless Russian POWs seen 
at the outset of his service, of peasants struggling to survive the hostilities while caught between two 
ruthless antagonists, and of corpses littering the landscape. He recalls a Christmas gift of gingerbread 
from home that overcame the stench of battle, an Easter celebrated with a basket of Russian hand 
grenades for eggs, and his miraculous survival of machine gun fire at close range. In closing he 
relives the humiliation of surrender to an enemy whom the Germans had once derided and offers 
a sobering glimpse into life in the Soviet gulags. Bidermann's account debunks the myth of a highly 
mechanized German army that rolled over weaker opponents with impunity. Despite the vast expanses 
of territory captured by the Germans during the early months of Operation Barbarossa, the war with 
Russia remained tenuous and unforgiving. His story commits that living hell to the annals of World 
War II and broadens our understanding of its most deadly combat zone. Translator Derek Zumbro has 
rendered Bidermann's memoir into a compelling narrative that retains the author's powerful style. This 
English-language edition of Bidermann's dynamic story is based upon a privately published memoir 
entitled Krim-Kurland Mit Der 132 Infanterie Division.The translator has added important events derived 
from numerous interviews with Bidermann to provide additional context for American readers.



On the Road to Innsbruck and Back

A behind-the-scenes account of World War II offers personal reminiscences of General Patton, Eisen-
hower, and Montgomery, and of events such as D-Day, the Battle of the Bulge, and the liberation of 
Paris.

Memoirs of the Second World War

The illustrated edition of the classic German WWII autobiography

Every Man a Hero

In 1949, on a blind date, I was introduced to a charming student from Germany who was studying at 
the Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary in Maywood (Chicago suburb), Illinois. Eight months later 
Rudi Markwald and I were married. During the first years of our marriage he was reluctant to talk about 
his war experiences, but as time passed, while he was serving parishes from Illinois to Santiago, Chile, 
and we were rearing four children, he began to talk about the years of growing up in Berlin during 
the rise of Hitler; of serving three years in the Luftwaffe in Russia; and as infantryman at the Battle of 
the Bulge. With the self-assurance of a true mystic, he told of his turn around confrontation with God 
while he was a prisoner of war. During numerous visits to post-war Berlin I came to know his family 
and friends. I played cards and board games with them while listening to their stories -- stories told by 
ordinary, non-political people who had been caught under a totalitarian government that was relentless 
and unyielding toward anyone who thought "outside the box." I tried to persuade Rudi to write all this 
down, but his reply was always, "Who would want to read it? We were not heroes, resistance fighters, 
religious objectors or political agitators. We were just ordinary, middle class citizens who struggled 
through WWI, inflation, anarchy, depression, National Socialism, war and defeat -- hoping after each 
crisis that things would get better." He did admit to keeping some abbreviated diaries, which I eagerly 
opened, but the entries were in his own German shorthand, which I could not decipher. Finally he 
agreed that perhaps the grandchildren would find a small memoir interesting, but he insisted that I 
write it, because he was busy writing some church history paper. In close consultation with him, and in 
his voice, I began piecing together a chronological account of his life before our marriage. The events 
are actual, but because his memory was fading, I reconstructed some conversations and changed the 
names of most (not all) of the characters. The narrative was finished and waiting for publication, but 
Rudi did not live to see his memoir published. At the age of 91 his heart gave out, and he died -- in the 
faith that he lived and preached for sixty years.

If Chaos Reigns

A war memoir of a well-known public figure who was the first British Officer to make a 'home-run' 
from Colditz Castle. He became a member of the International Military Tribunal at the Nuremburg War 
Crimes trials and met most of the notorious members of the Nazi hierarchy as they faced justice. He 
was assassinated by the IRA.

In Deadly Combat

Saturday at M.I.9 is the inside story of the underground escape lines in occupied North-West Europe 
which brought back to Britain over 4,000 Allied servicemen during World War Two. Airey Neave, who in 
the last two years of the war was the chief organiser at M.I.9 gives his own unique account. He describes 
how the escape lines began in the first dark days of German occupation and how, until the end of the 
war, thousands of ordinary men and women made their own contribution to the Allied victory by hiding 
and feeding men and guiding them to safety. "There isn't a page in the book which isn't exciting in 
incident, wise in judgment, and absorbing through its human involvement." Times Literary Supplement. 
Airey Neave was the first British POW to make a 'home run' from Colditz Castle. On his return he joined 
M.I.9 adopting the code name Saturday. He was involved in the Nuremburg war trials. His World War 
II memoir "They Have Their Exits" was republished by Pen & Sword in 2002 and his classic account 
of the fall of Calais 'Flames of Calais' is being republished in 2003. Airey Neave's life was tragically 
cut short by the IRA who assassinated him in 1979 when he was one of Margaret Thatcher's closest 
political allies.

Soldier's Story



When he was seventeen years old, Audie Murphy falsified his birth records so he could enlist in the 
Army and help defeat the Nazis. When he was nineteen, he single-handedly turned back the German 
Army at the Battle of Colmar Pocket by climbing on top of a tank with a machine gun, a moment 
immortalized in the classic film To Hell and Back, starring Audie himself. In the first biography covering 
his entire life—including his severe PTSD and his tragic death at age 45—the unusual story of Audie 
Murphy, the most decorated hero of WWII, is brought to life for a new generation.

The Forgotten Soldier

Laurence Wilmot’s Second World War memoir is a rare thing: a first-hand account of front-line battle 
by an army officer who is a resolute non-combatant. And it is paradoxes such as this that also make 
Wilmot’s book a unique and compelling document. Wilmot, as an Anglican chaplain, is a priest dressed 
as a warrior, a man of peace in battle fatigues. He is an incongruous figure in a theatre of war, always 
vigilant for opportunities to partake of silent meditation and prayer, never failing to lose sight of the 
larger moral issues of the war. His compassion is boundless, his sensitivity acute, and one senses his 
mounting emotional and spiritual enervation as the death toll of his fellow serving men steadily mounts. 
At the centre of the book is Wilmot’s witness of the murderous battle at the Arielli. Wilmot’s compassion 
for the fighting men compels him to leave the safety of his ministry and join them at the front, at great 
personal risk. There, as an unarmed stretcher-bearer, he is kept busy transporting the wounded under 
enemy fire. In this crucible of battle we see the qualities that attest to Wilmot’s character and contribute 
to his memoir’s importance: an indefatigable devotion to his duty to save and comfort the wounded, 
and a resolve to resist despair in spite of the terrible carnage all around. In short, a singular triumph of 
the decency of one man in the midst of total war.

Victory Over Defeat

A tough Jewish kid from the Bronx, Dan Altman enlisted in the Army when the U.S. entered World War 
II. Adapting street smarts to soldiering, he became a skilled sharpshooter and attained the rank of 
sergeant in the 1st Infantry Division. On D-Day, Altman's unit was among the second wave to assault 
the German defenses at Normandy. Surviving the invasion, the fighting in the lethal hedgerow country, 
the Hurtgen Forest, and the Battle of the Bulge, he was later assigned to gather information on the 
Nazi atrocities performed at the concentration camps for the trials at Nuremburg. Beginning with his 
plunge into the blood-tinged surf at Omaha Beach, his candid, often graphic memoir is presented here 
as told to his granddaughter.

They Have Their Exits

In the Dictionary of Military Occupations the code number is 745. It stands for rifleman, basic. His job 
is to close with the enemy, to kill capture or wound him and to take his ground. In 1944 as World War 
II came to its final stages the desperate need of the Allies and the Axis was for manpower. Casualties 
were heavy in the last months of the war on both sides. Both sought any one they could find capable of 
fighting. Carl Heintze suddenly found himself reclassified from limited service (as a "tailor") to general 
service, (as a rifleman, basic). He was given the briefest training and sent to Europe as an infantry 
replacement: a body to fill a gap in ranks left by death or wounds. This memoir is the story of how he 
succeeded in fulfilling that challenge, of how he made it through seven and a half months of combat, 
of how he shared in victory, of the men with whom he fought and what happened to them, told as he 
remembered it eight years later. It is a story rife with pain and endurance, the lot of the infantryman, 
a 745. About the Author: Carl F. Heintze is the author of a dozen books, a former newspaper science 
reporter and columnist who lives in Los Gatos, California. He is married to Mary Ann Cook, also a 
newspaper veteran. Their joint family numbers six children and their spouses, six grandchildren and 
their spouses and six great-grandchildren

Saturday at M.I.9

Valor is the magnificent story of a genuine American hero who survived the fall of the Philippines 
and brutal captivity under the Japanese, from New York Times bestselling author Dan Hampton. 
Lieutenant William Frederick “Bill” Harris was 25 years old when captured by Japanese forces during 
the Battle of Corregidor in May 1942. This son of a decorated Marine general escaped from hell 
on earth by swimming eight hours through a shark-infested bay; but his harrowing ordeal had just 
begun. Shipwrecked on the southern coast of the Philippines, he was sheltered by a Filipino aristocrat, 
engaged in guerilla fighting, and eventually set off through hostile waters to China. After 29 days of 



misadventures and violent storms, Harris and his crew limped into a friendly fishing village in the 
southern Philippines. Evading and fighting for months, he embarked on another agonizing voyage to 
Australia, but was betrayed by treacherous islanders and handed over to the Japanese. Held for two 
years in the notorious Ofuna prisoner-of-war camp outside Yokohama, Harris was continuously starved, 
tortured, and beaten, but he never surrendered. Teaching himself Japanese, he eavesdropped on the 
guards and created secret codes to communicate with fellow prisoners. After liberation on August 30, 
1945, Bill represented American Marine POWs during the Japanese surrender in Tokyo Bay before 
joining his father and flying to a home he had not seen in four years. Valor is a riveting new look at the 
Pacific War. Through military documents, personal photos, and an unpublished memoir provided by his 
daughter, Harris’ experiences are dramatically revealed through his own words in the expert hands of 
bestselling author and retired fighter pilot Dan Hampton. This is the stunning and captivating true story 
of an American hero.

The Price of Valor

Thirty riveting months in the life of a common infantryman, one among the "citizen soldiers" who 
took the Allies to victory When drafted into the army in 1943, A. Cleveland Harrison was a reluctant 
eighteen-year-old Arkansas student sure that he would not make a good soldier. But inside thirty 
months he manfully bore arms and more. This book is his memoir about becoming a soldier, a common 
infantryman among the ranks of those who truly won the war. After the Allied victory in 1945, books 
by and about the major statesmen, generals, and heroes of World War II appeared regularly. Yet 
millions of American soldiers who helped achieve and secure victory slipped silently into civilian life, 
trying to forget the war and what they had done. Most remain unsung, for virtually none thought of 
themselves as exceptional. During the war ordinary soldiers had only done what they believed their 
country expected. Harrison's firsthand account is the full history of what happened to him in three units 
from 1943 to 1946, disclosing the sensibilities, the conflicting emotions, and the humor that coalesced 
within the naive draftee. He details the induction and basic training procedures, his student experiences 
in Army pre-engineering school, his infantry training and overseas combat, battle wounds and the 
complete medical pipeline of hospitalization and recovery, the waits in replacement depots, life in the 
Army of Occupation, and his discharge. Wrenched from college and denied the Army Specialized 
Training Program's promise of individual choice in assignment, students were thrust into the infantry. 
Harrison's memoir describes training in the Ninety-fourth Infantry Division in the U.S., their first combat 
holding action at Lorient, France, and the division's race to join Patton's Third Army, where Harrison's 
company was decimated and he was wounded while attacking the Siegfried Line. Reassigned to the 
U.S. Group Control Council, he had a unique opportunity to observe both the highest echelons in 
military government and the ordinary soldiers as Allied troops occupied Berlin. This veteran's memoir 
reveals all aspects of military life and sings of those valorous but ordinary soldiers who achieved the 
victory. A. Cleveland Harrison is an emeritus professor of theatre at Auburn University.

Through the Hitler Line Memoirs of an Infantry Chaplain

THIS is a translation of a WWII memoir written by a Latvian who was conscripted into the German 
army in 1943 at age nineteen during the German occupation of the Baltic states. He was called out 
of his classes at a teacher preparatory institute, along with other boys of his age group, and drafted 
into the newly formed Latvian Legion, created by the Germans after their defeat at Stalingrad as an 
adjunct force against the Soviets on the Eastern Front. The memoir, written by Vilnis Bankovics and 
published in a second Latvian edition in August 2014 (Mansards), provides an eyewitness-participant 
account of the war in Russia and Eastern Europe that has remained largely unreported in English 
and American histories focused on Western Europe and the Pacifi c. As such, Bankovicss account 
is authentic history, told in spare, straightforward prose detailing the unalterable rush of events in the 
wars latter half and several varieties of captivity in the years afterward. The events he recounts form 
an absorbing story with a natural arc: the end of his carefree schooldays, induction, basic training in 
Germany, battles against the Red army, being wounded several times, losing his girl and his family in the 
war, being betrayed by the Germans and captured by the Russians. The second half of the book depicts 
nighttime interrogations; mass burials; a forced march to an overcrowded, typhus-affl icted prison; 
bodies littering the fields and roadsides and tossed like trash into burial pits; transportation by cattle 
car to a forced-labor camp in the Gulag above the Arctic Circle; illness and injury and near-starvation; 
but an ultimate survival and a return to the Baltic states and to Latvia at the end of his ordeal. The book 
draws its power from this last circumstance and the gradual revelation of an even more signifi cant 
kind of survivalpreservation of the authors own integrity and humanity despite the trials he undergoes. 



As the book shows, Vilnis Bankovics remains the thoughtful, generous, and sociable person he was 
before his ordeal began. Maris Roze

From Omaha Beach to Nuremberg

745 - A Memoir of World War II
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