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Explore the intricate facets of Ghanaian life, covering its dynamic political landscape, evolving economic 
challenges and opportunities, and diverse social structures. This comprehensive overview examines 
the key factors shaping Ghana's progress and societal well-being.
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Ghana

This book explores the significant economic transformation of Ghana over the three decades since 
the end of the Cold War, focusing on the role of political-economic change and reform. The Politics of 
Economic Reform in Ghana presents a range of perspectives from scholars drawn from both academia 
and policy-making on the way Ghanaian economic reforms have been shaped by various political 
and economic actors. First, it establishes and debates the uniqueness of Ghana as a case study in 
Africa, and the developing world. Second, the book offers a broad account of how global and domestic 
political or institutional actors have contributed to shaping economic development in Ghana. Drawing 
on theoretical perspectives, the volume assesses how major political-economic changes have affected 
Ghana’s economic development. This book will be of interest to students, scholars, policymakers, and 
organizations interested in the economic and political advancement of Africa, as well as African Politics 
and Economics.

The Politics of Economic Reform in Ghana

This volume provides a comprehensive and integrated analysis of contemporary Ghanaian politics and 
economy and their relationship to culture. It combines rich, recent, empirical material with sophisticated 
theoretical analyses, bringing fresh and unique interdisciplinary perspectives to bear on the issues 
examined.

Critical Perspectives in Politics and Socio-Economic Development in Ghana

This chronology for 2004 to 2013 compiles the chapters on Ghana previously published in the Africa 
Yearbook. Politics, Economy and Society South of the Sahara. Political stability in Ghana in the last few 
years contrasted with dramatic developments in other West-African countries. Ghana has a relatively 
high growth-rate, and also plays a role in regional security issues.

A Decade of Ghana

Despite Ghana's strong democratic track record in recent decades, the economy remains underdevel-
oped. Industrial policies are necessary to transform the colonial trading economy that Ghana inherited 
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at independence, but successive governments have been unwilling or unable to implement them. In 
this highly original interpretation, supported by new empirical material, Lindsay Whitfield exposes the 
reasons for why the Ghanaian economy remains underdeveloped and sets her theory in the wider 
African context. She offers a new way of thinking about the political economy of Africa that charts 
a clear path away from defining Africa in terms of neopatrimonial politics and that provides new 
conceptual tools for addressing what kind of business-state relations are necessary to drive economic 
development. As a study of Ghana that addresses both the economy and politics from early colonialism 
to the present day, this is a must-read for any student or scholar interested in the political economy of 
development in Africa.

Economies after Colonialism

What are the political and institutional prerequisites for pursuing policies that contribute to structural 
transformation? This paper addresses this question by focusing on Ghana, which has achieved 
sustained economic growth in recent decades and is broadly lauded for its environment of political 
pluralism, respect for human rights, free and fair elections, and vocal civil society. Yet, despite these 
virtues, Ghana remains unable to achieve substantial structural transformation as identified as changes 
in economic productivity driven by value-added within sectors and shifts in the allocation of labor 
between sectors. This paper argues that Ghana is strongly democratic but plagued by weak state 
capacity, and these politico-institutional characteristics have shaped the economic policies pursued, 
including in the agricultural sector, and the resultant development trajectory. Specifically, three political 
economy factors have undermined Ghana’s ability to achieve substantive structural transformation 
since then. First, democracy has enabled a broader range of interest groups to permeate policymaking 
decisions, often resulting in policy backtracking and volatility as well as fiscal deficits around elections 
that, among other things, stifle credit access for domestic business through high interest rates. 
Secondly, public sector reforms were not pursued with the same vigor as macroeconomic reforms, 
meaning that the state has lacked the capacity typically necessary to identify winning industries or 
to actively facilitate the transition to higher value-added sectors. Thirdly, successive governments, 
regardless of party, have failed to actively invest in building strong, productive relationships with the 
private sector, which is a historical legacy of the strong distrust and alienation of the private sector that 
characterized previous government administrations.

Strong democracy, weak state

The contributors look at the issues involved in Ghana's current reform programme, addressing ques-
tions of governance, the transformation of the ruling party, regime legitimacy, the parallel economy, 
economic restructuring, export diversification and international financial negotiations.

The Economy of Ghana

Economic reform was the most pressing question for African and other Third World countries during 
the 1980s. In this first full-length examination of the political economy of adjustment in Ghana, Jeffrey 
Herbst describes the causes of Ghana's dramatic economic decline and reviews the politics of reform 
that began in 1983. Since Ghana was one of the first African countries to adopt a comprehensive 
reform program and the one that has sustained adjustment longest, the Ghanaian experience has 
profound ramifications for debates regarding stabilization and structural change across the continent. 
Herbst devotes special attention to the interaction between the type of government and the politics of 
adjustment, the reaction of interest groups such as urban labor and the peasantry, and the relationship 
between economic and political change. His extended field research and sophisticated knowledge 
of the issues involved, both from the economic and political science literature, make this study 
of importance not only to Africanists, political scientists, economists, and sociologists, but also to 
government and financial leaders wrestling with economic reform in developing countries. This title 
is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s 
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing 
on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible 
once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1993.

Ghana

Since it achieved independence in 1957, the West African state of Ghana has become the torchbearer 
of African liberation, as well as a laboratory for the study of endemic problems facing the African 



continent. In terms of democratic consolidation, the country holds a unique position on the continent 
as beacon of stability and democracy. Politics, Governance, and Development in Ghana takes critical 
stock of the landmark themes that have dominated its history since independence. The contributors 
address issues such as citizenship, civil society, the military, politicians, chiefs, transnational actors, 
the public sector and policies, the executive branch, decentralization, the economy, electoral politics, 
natural resources, and relations with Asia and the diaspora. These themes support "mobilizing for 
Ghana's future," which is the theme for the diamond jubilee celebration of Ghana's independence. 
Edited by Joseph R.A. Ayee, this book will deepen the literature on studies on Ghana especially in the 
areas of politics, governance, economy and development; serve as a resource for academics, students, 
practitioners; and commemorate the diamond jubilee celebration of Ghana's independence.

The Politics of Reform in Ghana, 1982-1991

In a world that is essentially digitizing, some have argued that the idea of the knowledge society 
holds the greatest promise for Africa’s rapid socio-economic transformation. Impacts of the Knowledge 
Society on Economic and Social Growth in Africa aims to catalyze thinking and provide relevant 
information on the complex ways in which the information age is shaping Africa and the implications that 
this will have for the continent and the world. This premier reference volume will provide policy analysts, 
policymakers, academics, and researchers with fresh insights into the key empirical and theoretical 
matters framing Africa's ongoing digitization.

The Political Economy of Ghana in the Post Independence Period

This book gives a comprehensive overview of Ghana’s hydrocarbon economy using actor network and 
assemblage theories to contest the methodological nationalism of mainstream accounts of the resource 
curse in resource-rich countries. Drawing upon recent field research focused on Ghana’s oil and gas 
sector and utilizing the theoretical framework of actor network theory, the authors contend that there is 
an assemblage of political, economic, social and environmental networks, processes, actions, actors, 
and structures of power that coalesce to determine the extent to which the country’s hydrocarbon 
resources could be regarded as a "curse" or "blessing." This framing facilitates a better understanding 
of the variety (and duality) of local and global forces and power structures at play in Ghana’s growing 
hydrocarbon industry. Giving a nuanced and multi-perspectival analysis of the factors that underlie 
oil-engendered development in Ghana, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of African 
political economy, development and the politics of resource extraction.

Politics, Governance, and Development in Ghana

Global development actors such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund claim that 
the shift to the poverty reduction strategy framework and emphasis on local participation address 
the social cost of earlier adjustment programs and help put aid-receiving countries back in control of 
their own development agenda. Drawing on the case of Ghana, Lord Mawuko-Yevugah argues that 
this shift and the emphasis on partnerships between donors and poor countries, local participation, 
and country ownership simultaneously represents a substantive departure from earlier versions of 
neo-liberalism and an attempt by global development actors and local governing and social elites to 
justify, and legitimize the neo-liberal policy paradigm. This book shows how the new architecture of aid 
has important implications in three distinct but related ways: the discursive construction and production 
of post-colonial societies; the changing focus of Western aid and development policy interventions; and 
the reproduction of the politics of inclusive exclusion. The author provides detailed and original research 
on the new development paradigm and develops a critical theoretical approach to re-think conventional 
analyses of the new discourses on aid whilst offering a fresh, alternative interpretation of changes in 
international aid relations.

Impacts of the Knowledge Society on Economic and Social Growth in Africa

The world development institutions commonly present 'urban governance' as an antidote to the 
so-called 'urbanisation of poverty' and 'parasitic urbanism' in Africa. Governance for Pro-Poor Urban 
Development is a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the meaning, nature, and effects of 'urban 
governance' in theory and in practice, with a focus on Ghana, a country widely regarded as an island 
of good governance in the sub region. The book illustrates how diverse groups experience urban 
governance differently and contextualizes how this experience has worsened social differentiation in 
cities. This book will be of great interest to students, teachers, and researchers in development studies, 



and highly relevant to anyone with an interest in urban studies, geography, political economy, sociology, 
and African studies.

Oil and Development in Ghana

This handbook constitutes a specialist single compendium that analyses African political economy in its 
theoretical, historical and policy dimensions. It emphasizes the uniqueness of African political economy 
within a global capitalist system that is ever changing and complex. Chapters in the book discuss how 
domestic and international political economic forces have shaped and continue to shape development 
outcomes on the continent. Contributors also provoke new thinking on theories and policies to better 
position the continent’s economy to be a critical global force. The uniqueness of the handbook lies 
in linking theory and praxis with the past, future, and various dimensions of the political economy of 
Africa.

Reinventing Development

This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California 
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. 
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship 
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1975.

Governance for Pro-Poor Urban Development

Mr. Apraku gives the reader an outsider's analysis of the good and bad elements that make up the U.S. 
The author, a Ghanian who has spent the last 18 years studying and teaching in the U.S., brings his 
personal experiences as an emigré to this examination of American capitalism and democracy. He looks 
at the strengths and weaknesses inherent in the American democratic system. Many non-Westerners, 
including Africans, do not know enough about the western democracy of the American economic 
system they are being asked to adopt as a panacea to their economic, political, and social problems. 
This book should be especially appealing to scholars in international and economic development, 
developmental economics, political economics, and African studies.

Welfare Economics, Political Economy and Policy Reform in Ghana

This work provides a selection of official documents by the colonial government in Ghana illustrating 
the evolution of its economic policy in the 20th century. It includes a statistical abstract of economic and 
social data for 1900-60 which is as complete as sources permit. In an introductory essay it is argued 
that in Ghana the official British colonial commitment to free trade and laissez-faire was not reflected 
in practice and that colonial authorities were unwilling to foster trade that did not contribute directly to 
the accumulation of British capital. The origins of this policy are shown to lie in the structure of British 
power. The consequences for the progress of Ghanian enterprise and development are traced in detail.

Essays on the Political Economy of Ghana

Africa has undergone significant political, economic, and social change since the first edition of this 
book was published in early 1988. Now revised and updated throughout, this new edition includes 
current economic, social, and political data, as well as entirely new sections on the dismantling 
of apartheid, civil society, democratization and multiparty politics, economic reform and structural 
adjustment, and the prospects for African development in the twenty-first century. Review comments 
on the first edition: 'Required reading for any course on politics and society of the African continent' 
West Africa. 'The best available textbook on the subject ... this volume stands unchallenged in its 
comprehensiveness and sophistication.' - Choice

Ghana

The paths of African states have diverged markedly since the termination of colonial rule. Nevertheless, 
Ghana, the first African state to achieve independence, epitomizes both the political gyrations and 
the overall stagnation common to many other countries on the continent. This work concentrates on 
the 1969–1982 period in Ghana, focusing on two interrelated facets of African politics: the decline of 
state power and authority, and adjustments to political recession. The author traces the dual patterns 
of diminution of the state and the adaptation of autonomous coping mechanisms in the separate 
spheres of political leadership, political structures and institutions, ideology, and political economy. The 



dynamic of state-society interactions is then treated in terms of the rhythm of dissent, conflict, and 
disengagement. Dr. Chazan provides a comprehensive study of Ghanaian politics from the 1970s to the 
present. By systematically analyzing the process of political decline and regeneration, she highlights 
similar processes apparent elsewhere in Africa. The stress on the subtleties and direction of political 
change has important implications for policymakers and policy analysts alike.

The Palgrave Handbook of African Political Economy

The problems of providing affordable and adequate housing in Sub-Saharan Africa with a focus on the 
urban experience in Ghana.

Ghana

Chalmlee-Wright argues that international aid programmes have often been unsuccessful because 
they are imported. The economics of the Austrian School provide a far stronger theoretical framework 
which can introduce cultural analysis into questions of economic development and other market 
processes.

Society and Bureaucracy in Contemporary Ghana

This is a multidisciplinary book that analyses the problems and issues of development in Africa 
along with the attempts at, and outcomes of, policy reform measures that have been implemented to 
surmount those problems. Topics covered include the economic crisis in Africa, urbanisation and urban 
management, uneven development, the socio-economic context of AIDS, bureaucratic corruption and 
reform, and proposed development solutions.

The Political Economy of Africa

Africa is a fascinating, complex, and infuriating place. This valuable work covers a broad range of topics 
aiming to make Africa comprehensible to the general reader. Richard A. Fredland based this book 
on his extensive travels and research in many African countries. The author offers a systematic and 
integrated portrait of the continent and its peoples through detailed analysis of African history, political 
systems, social, cultural and economic development, and present-day problems and prospects. The 
book is richly illustrated with photographs and supplemented with tables and appendices. A Burnham 
Publishers book

Outside Looking In

The book follows a first edition published in 1989, which focused on the severe economic crisis Ghana 
faced during the late 1970s and the early 1980s. In this second edition, the authors extend the review 
up to the mid-2010s, covering the entire period since independence, with a special focus on shifts 
in economic policy, starting with the adoption of the Economic Recovery Programme in 1983. Huq 
and Tribe provide systematic coverage of Ghanaian economic development since its independence, 
reviewing the two main modes of development that have been practiced; and offer an updated, rich 
data bank. By analyzing the wider macroeconomy of Ghana; its individual sectors; money, banking and 
trade; infrastructure and environmental policies; and Ghana’s poverty, welfare and income distribution, 
the authors are able to draw vital lessons from the country’s economic development. �

The Political Economy of Colonialism in Ghana

An examination of the varied ways, outside and inside markets, in which Asante producers obtained 
labor, land and capital during the transformative era. This is a study of the changing rules and 
relationships within which natural, human and man-made resources were mobilized for production 
during the development of an agricultural export economy in Asante, a major West African kingdom 
which became, by 1945, the biggest regional contributor to Ghana's status as the world's largest cocoa 
producer. The period 1807-1956 as a whole was distinguished in Asante history by relatively favorable 
political conditions for indigenous as well as (during colonial rule) for foreign private enterprise. It 
saw generally increasing external demands for products that could be produced on Asante land. This 
book, which fills a major gap in Asante economic history, transcends the traditional divide between 
studies of precolonial and of twentieth-century African history. It analyses the interaction of coercion 
and the market in the context of a rich but fragile natural environment, the central process being a 
transition from slavery and debt-bondage to hired labor and agricultural indebtedness. It contributes to 



the broad debate about Africa's historic combination of emerging 'capitalist' institutions and persistent 
'precapitalist' ones, and tests the major theories of the political economy of institutional change. It is 
written accessibly for an interdisciplinary readership. Gareth Austin is a lecturer in Economic History, 
London School of Economics and Political Science, and Joint Editor of the 'Journal of African History'.

Politics and Society in Contemporary Africa

Since independence, the political institutions of many African states have undergone a process of 
consolidation and subsequent deterioration. Constrained by external economic dependency and an 
acute scarcity of economic and technical resources, state officials have demonstrated a diminished 
capacity to regulate their societies. Public policies are agreed upon but ineffectively implemented by 
the weak institutions of the state. Although scholars have analyzed the various facets of state-building in 
detail, little systematic attention has been given to the issue of the decline of the state and mechanisms 
to cope with state ineffectiveness in Africa. This book focuses especially on the character of the 
postcolonial state in Africa, the nature of and reasons for state deterioration, and the mechanisms 
and policies for coping with state malfunction. Scholars from Africa, the United States, Europe, and the 
Middle East combine a broad understanding of African political processes with expertise on specific 
regions. Their analytic and comparative perspective provides a comprehensive and timely treatment of 
this vital and heretofore neglected theme in African politics.

An Anatomy Of Ghanaian Politics

This book argues that to fully grasp the decision-making of politicians and political actors in developing 
countries, we must first understand how politicians finance their campaigns for office—and to whom 
they are indebted and expected to repay. Political Financing in Developing Countries focuses on 
Ghana in depth, a country often held up as an example of a successful, two-party democracy with 
regular party changes in government. However, it is unlikely that candidates and political parties are 
wealthy enough to finance the increasing costs of campaigns and constituent demands, and successful 
democratic outcomes could be masking a system that actually hinders development progress. Drawing 
on nearly 200 interviews and extensive fieldwork, this book posits that political funds are extracted by 
an iron square of politicians, bureaucrats, construction contractors, and political-party chairs which 
rigs the procurement of local-development projects to generate kickbacks. The iron square remains 
robust across party changes in government due to reciprocity obligations that minimize contractors’ 
income risks. Ultimately, this web of kickbacks diminishes the quality of development by reducing the 
funds available for projects and distorting incentives to monitor projects. To break this iron square, the 
book recommends replacing sealed-bid procurement—a "best practice" that ignores on-the-ground 
realities—with a system that accounts for income stabilization and social obligations. Overall, the book 
argues that scholars of development should advance research on political finance to identify and then 
alleviate the games that decision makers must play to survive in the political sphere. Political Financing 
in Developing Countries will be an important and timely resource for scholars across development 
studies, politics, economics, and African Studies.

The Political Economy of Housing and Urban Development in Africa

This book provides a thorough perspective on the realities of doing business in Ghana, outlining the 
economic, social, technological, and cultural dimensions of the society. It offers insight for entrepreneurs 
into the region’s markets based on GDP growth, political and governmental systems, relationships 
with investors, and other factors. Considered a beacon of hope for Africa, Ghana is a country with 
a competitive labor force, stable political environment, and lots of economic opportunities for new 
business ventures. This book will offer academics a good understanding of the major issues affecting 
business development in Ghana, and inform students, scholars, managers, and leaders on the paths 
necessary to pursue launching a product or service in Africa.

The Cultural Foundations of Economic Development

Ghana attained independence in 1957. From 1992, when a new constitution came into force and 
established a new – democratic – framework for governing the country, elections have been organized 
every four years to choose the governing elites. The essays in this volume are about those elections 
because elections give meaning to the role of citizens in democratic governance. The chapters depart 
from the study of formal structures by which the electorate choose their representatives. They evaluate 
the institutional forms that representation take in the Ghanaian context, and study elections outside the 



specific institutional forms that according to democratic theory are necessary for arriving at the nature 
of the relationships that are formed between the voters and their representatives and the nature and 
quality of their contribution to the democratic process.

African Political Economy

Internationally driven development programmes have not been entirely successful in transforming the 
economic status of African countries. Since the late 1990s many African countries have started to 
take initiatives to develop an integrated framework that tackles poverty and promotes socio-economic 
development in their respective countries. This book provides a critical evaluation of ‘homegrown’ 
development initiatives in Africa, set up as alternatives to externally sponsored development. Focusing 
specifically on Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa and Kenya, the book takes a qualitative and comparative 
approach to offer the first ever in-depth analysis of indigenous development programmes. It examines: 
How far African states have moved towards more homegrown development strategies. The effects 
of the shift towards African homegrown socio-economic development strategies and the conditions 
needed to enhance their success and sustainability. This book will be of interest to students and 
scholars of development studies, international politics, political economy, public policy and African 
politics, sociology and economics.

Understanding Africa

A concise study examining the various trends and structural factors in the contemnporary political 
economy of West Africa, assessing how they will affect the needs and capabilities of the sub-region's 
countries to achieve a more rapid system of democratic government and respond to the demands of 
globalisation. It provides an overview of the area's development issues, including the prospects for 
regional co-operation/integration, the important geo-political and economic role played by France in 
West Africa, changing forms of popular identity, and Islam and its growing influence. It argues that 
in this age of intensifying globalisation, West Africa's future centres around the choice between the 
pursuit of national strategies, and closer regional co-operation, the political will not withstanding.

The Economy of Ghana

This book combines overviews of the nature and causes of inter-group violence in North Africa and 
sub-Saharan Africa with a collection of country case studies. Both the overview chapter and the case 
studies trace how economic policy initiatives, and consequent changes in the roles and statuses of 
various groups, shape conflict or cooperation.

Labour, Land, and Capital in Ghana

Ghana has witnessed a 'revolution through the ballot box', since its return to constitutional rule in 1993. 
Yet this period of sustained democratic government in an era of globalization and liberal triumphalism 
has brought with it new demands. How has Ghana faced up to the problems of institution-building, 
state-market relations and democratic leadership? Can it deal with the challenges posed by security, 
human rights and foreign policy in the twenty-first century? This unique collection interrogates all these 
issues and assesses the future of the democratic experiment in one of sub-Saharan Africa's rare 
'islands of peace'. In doing so, it provides an invaluable guide to Ghana's political past, present and 
future.

The Precarious Balance

Political Financing in Developing Countries
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